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Overview of the Issue

Which Determinants of Health could Thesis Overview of the Impact of the Issue
|. Euthanasia is defined as a doctor intentionally killing a person . p
through the administration of drugs, at that person’s voluntary and _ o Contribute tO_ It: _ _ The death with dignity movement, i . o :
|. Age is a significant health determinant in who receives ! . [. In Europe and the United States, euthanasia 1s a growing

competent request. - - - which encompasses euthanasia, is a 1

1. Physician assisted suicide is defined as a doctor intentionally euthanasia, but the difference between the genders is small. : ¢ healthcare trend.
helping a person commit suicide by providing drugs for self- A. In Belgium, 53.5% of those euthanized were between current trend in healthcare that A. Several countries and states in the U.S. permit euthanasia
administration, at that person's voluntary and competent request. 70 and 90 years old (Caldwell, 2014). negatively affects the public health of including: Belgium, Switzerland, Netherlands, Luxembourg

2. Pa”iative care iS dEﬁnEd daS an apprOaCh that improve the quahty B. The number Of men Who are euthanized Compared to . ’ ’ ’ ’

nations and adversely impacts the the state of Washington, Oregon, Vermont and California

profession of pharmacy . with more attempting to pass laws permitting physician-
assisted suicide (Radbruch et al., 2016).

of life .Of patients e?nd ’Fhelr families facing the prol?lems assogated women is similar since about 51 percent are men and
with life-threatening illness, through the prevention and relief of

suffering by means of early identification and impeccable assessment nearly 43 for women (Ca_IdV\{eII, 2014).
and treatment of pain and other problems physical, psychosocial, and 1. The policies of countries influence the amount of people

spiritual. euthanized; countries that allow euthanasia see yearly B. In states where euthanasia 1s 1llegal, doctors often
II. Results in death in the individual and ethical dilemmas increases in those who choose to die by the aid of their secretly assist in suicide by prescribing medications that will
1.The purpose of Euthanasia is defined above as to kill (euthanize) physicians. enable the patient to overdose and die (Beyond Brittany, 20140.
thezpitrlle:it;we that a patient is directly or indirectly killed by a medical A After legalizing euthanasia -m Belglu-m’ the amount of [I. Euthanasia has economic consequences for the population g g ooom
- ANYHIME that a patient | y Y Y | cases increased; one year saw an increase in cases by 25% hol g $rw O
professional it is an ethical dilemma. Many feel that the Hippocratic Caldwell 2014 ds d WIHOIE. NOISID 3 %ﬁ
oath to protect life applies to this dilemma, and insist that medical (Caldwell, ): A. The lethal medications generally are only around a 3-"3

professionals not be involved. Some people see it has merit to alleviate B. Many_count”es ar? n_OW a“OW_mg Chlldr_er_] access to
euthanasia,if the parent is involved in the decision

(Caldwell, 2014).

y
g

$35.00, which 1s much cheaper than the costs for cancer care
which can be between $1769 and $3317 atter two
years(Scitovski, 2005.).

B. In Oregon and likely other states that would allow

28

suffering.
lIl. The Us is divided over the use of euthanasia to end the lives of
terminally ill patients.
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euthanasia, health care benetits for the poor have been bl { :
. . . . T AL TW, ;546
, , , : terminated by the state in favor of funding euthanasia YTy Wl 2548
Recommendations to Reduce Incidence of this Health Indicators . oA s
: : (Economic Aspects, n.d.). 3 j::“ HHO
Issue Direct and Indirect Impact . . . . L HI1YI===
[II. Euthanasia negatively impacts the spirituality ot the o b
Palliative Care : - P “"%7’
o o Directly Impacted public. | | | e Wiens )i
Many countries within the EU have adopted palliative health || .[ife expectancy A. The practice of euthanasia admits to the populace that i?:gg ;l : fg
plans designed at alleviating pain without killing the patient. « Life expectancy is reduced with age, which influences consideration of their are certain types of life that are “not worth 1iVing” gAllaNf)K] YO
: : : : euthanasia. : : HSSINTE
Thljs mfi:hOd ha.s worked We!{' éri:.the lir]'tzd Stal';es Smfle 1974, « The elderly population around the globe are perhaps the most likely of all (Arguments Agalnst Euthanasia, n.d.). ig’“"‘"";*"m
ane WILh SO IMProvEmeEnt s Mt o e age groups to consider suicide (Wand et al., 2016). . B. Long-term acceptance of voluntary euthanasia leads to :
reduce the need for euthanasia  According to physicians in the Netherlands, 17% of euthanasia requests . . . . .
were “from patients who were tired of living,” which 1s not a substantial d devalumg of hfe, which increases rates of euthanasia and
reason for the procedure to be carried out (Wand et al., 2016). other types of suicides (Arguments Against Euthanasia, n.d.).
« Life expectancy also decreases with terminal illness, another factor that often ’
leads to euthanasia.

 For dementia patients, life expectancy can range from 3 to 12 years, which
varies based on the cause of the disease (Beaufort & Vathorst, 2016).
*Mortality

 From 2005 to 2015, euthanasia cases in the Netherlands increased from 3,136
The Role of Pharmacy to 5,516, a 75% increase (Boztas, 2016).

|. How or does it impact pharmacy? .
A. Role of the pharmacist in the process in the United States |nd|rECt|y ImpaCtEd
® Premature birth

1. The attending physician must mail or  hand-deliver the prescription to the pharmacy.
2. A compounding pharmacy will need to prepare the mixture.
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