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The examination for full accreditation was
held on the college campus November 25-27,
1974. The announcement of the decision will
be made at the annual meeting of the North
Central Association of Colleges and Second-
ary Schools, April 6-9, 1975.

A considerable number of members of the
college family, students, faculty, staff, and
administrators devoted much time to the
preparation of materials which were provided
in advance of the visit. The primary docu-
ment was the Self-Study which is essentially
a description of the college, its people, and
its program.

A significant part of the self-study was
devoted to presenting the Biblically-related,
Christian aspects of the purposes of the
college. The presentation of this section
demonstrated that the Christian college
which operates within Biblical and Christian
framework is definitely an option in our na-
tion’s total culture and that no apology or
compromise needs to be made.

If the examining committee’s decision is
favorable, the college will almost immedi-
ately have a broader ministry in the areas
of pre-law, pre-medicine and dentistry, and
other pre-professional programs. The prep-
aration of teachers who seek certification in
states which require regionally accredited
degrees will be positively affected.

Although a summary report of the exami-
ners’ findings will become available in the
early part of 1975, final comments will not
be known until after the April meeting of
the North Central Association.

The increase in employment opportunities
in the area of communications has had a
positive effect upon students’ interest in the
Speech-Communications major at Cedarville
College, particularly in the area of broadcast-
ing. As a result, the number of majors
doubled this year. Partially responsible for
this increase is the fact that the present
generation of students has been acquainted
with and involved in media-communications
all their lives. There is now a much broader
opportunity in secondary education as most
schools now require speech and offer speech-
related electives. The broadcast and speech
majors function with a true liberal arts con-
cept since within the structure of the majors,
courses in almost every other field are re-
quired.

Another factor affecting the growth of the
Communications major is the expansion of
the teaching staff which has made an up-
graded and broadened program possible. Mr.
Roger Booth, Instructor of Broadcasting, has
brought fifteen years of experience with him
and thus is a valuable resource person as
well as a teacher of technique courses. Miss
Marsha Shepard, Instructor of Speech, is
providing for a full oral interpretation in-
struction and dramatics program. According
to Mr. Jim Phipps, Department Chairman,
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WCDR station manager, Paul Gathany, has
kept the broadcasting major alive in the past.

As a result of the increase In interest and
staff, the curriculum is being expanded.
Courses such as Broadcast Announcing,
Broadcast Research, Broadcast Law, and
Persuasive and Interpersonal Communica-
tions are being added, serving to upgrade the
program and better prepare those in the
field. In the future, the Communications
Department plans to further expand, imple-
menting an internship program, a job place-
ment bureau, and providing opportunities
for experience on the mission field. Expan-
sion into television is also in sight with stu-
dents already receiving preliminary training
by broadcasting the daily chapel sessions on
the campus’ closed circuit network.

More students are realizing the relevance
of communications skills since it is often the
deiermining factor betwezn success and fail-
ure. This they realize because more employ-
ers now tend to consider the ability to com-
municate more important than the specific
skills which they themselves can teach.

Mr. Phipps is encouraged by the response
he has received from the employers of Ced-
arville graduates who were Communications
majors. He stated that these graduates have
experienced extremely good success,
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