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The greatest event in history occurred when
God came into the world by means of the
virgin birth. Thus Jesus Christ, who was
truly God, became truly man. The gospels
present Him as weary, needing rest; hungry,
needing food; and thirsty, needing drink.
He walked along the shores of Galilee,
climbed the hills of Judea, and journeyed
over much of the land of Palestine. Some of
the cities of that country are places where
the Son of God performed miracles to
benefit needy people and to demonstrate
that He was and is the Messiah (Jn. 20:30-
31). Miracles are *‘supernatural manifesta-
tions of divine power in the external world,
special revelations of the presence and
power of God.” The coming, living, serv-
ing, and dying of Christ in this world,
miraculous events recorded in history, are
of utmost importance to our Christian
faith. These events took place in some of the
great cities of Bible times.

£pnratan, thougn thou be little among the
thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he
come forth unto me that is to be ruler in
Israel; whose goings forth have been from
of old, from everlasting” (Mi. 5:2). It was in
this city that “‘the Word was made flesh and
dwelt among us.” Here God performed a
miracle that made it possible for the Apostle
Paul to write: “For in him dwelleth all the
fulness of the Godhead bodily” (Col. 2:9).

Seven hundred years before the birth of
Christ, the prophet Micah (5:2) announced
the name of the very village in which the
Messiah would be born. In commenting
upon this great event, Dr. A. T. Pierson
wrote: ““Messiah must have a birthplace.
Three continents—Asia, Europe, and
Africa—were known to the ancient world.
Asia was chosen. But Asia has many
countries.

One of them is indicated as a little country
known as the land of promise—Palestine or
Syria. Here were three districts—Judea,
Galilee, and Samaria. It is Judea that is the
elect one. But here again are many villages.
Out of these thousands the favored one is
little Bethlehem. To make prediction more
definite and certain, it is Bethlehem in the
land of Judah. The prophet puts his finger
on one obscure village on the map of the
world. But He speaks infallibly, for the om-
niscient God was behind his utterance.”

The Old Testament records very little about
Bethlehem. Gustaf Dalman reminds us that
“Bethlehem, apart from being the mother
of an important family, did not play any
prominent role in the great history of
Palestine.” Why did He select Bethlehem? It
was the city of David. Christ is said to be the
“son of David” (Matt. 21:9,15) and “‘made
of the seed of David” (Rom. 1:3), and
therefore could be expected to be born in
the city of David.

There is no way of accounting for this an-
nouncement other than to say that the Spirit
of God enabled the prophet Micah to
predictevents that came to pass hundreds of
years after his death. This was a miracle. In
fulfillment of prophecy the eternal God
entered the world at a point in time and
miraculously became the Christ of history.

>aviour's birth came to Mary tarough a
message delivered by the angel Gabriel (Lk.
2:26-33). The reaction of Mary to this an-
nouncement was evidence of its unusual
character. A revelation such as this to a
human being by a designated angel was in-
deed extraordinary. It required the in-
tervention of divine action. It was a
miracle—one of several that the people of
Nazareth could have witnessed.

After His birth in Bethlehem, the flight into
Egypt, and Herod’s slaying of the children,
Mary, Joseph, and Jesus “‘returned to their
own city, Nazareth” (Lk. 2:39). There Jesus
was “brought up” and lived for about thirty
years or until He was no longer “‘accepted in
His own country’” (Lk. 4:16-30).

When He read Isaiah, the prophet, and
identified Himself as the Messiah, they
“rose up, and thrust Him out of the city,
and led Him unto the brow of the hill . . .
that they might cast Him down headlong.
But he, passing through the midst of them,
went his way’’ (Lk. 4:29). He miraculously
escaped premature death. Though He came
to die, He did not come to die on a hill of
Nazareth, but on a hill in Jerusalem.

Living in Nazareth, “Jesus increased in
wisdom and stature, and in favour with
God and man” (Lk. 2:51-52). During these
years He lived a perfect life, knowing no sin
and doing no sin. Before, during, and after
His temptation He was “without sin”” (Heb.

4:15). While He lived in Nazareth, as well as
when He walked along the shores of Galilee
and toward the cross of Calvary, He ““knew
no sin’” (2 Cor. 5:21). As He lived these
thirty years in Nazareth, He lived a unique
and a miraculous life. He lived a sinless life.
No one ever before or since has done that.

capernaum 1s not mentonea in e vid
Testament, but it was an important city in
the time of Christ. It is referred to as *“His
own city”” (Matt. 9:1). The fact that He left
Nazareth and came to Capernaum was
another fulfillment of prophecy (Matt.
4:13-14).

Capernaum was one of the cities “in which
most of His mighty works were done”
(Matt. 11:20-23). In this city He healed the
paralytic, raised Jairus’ daughter, and
healed the woman with the issue of blood
(Matt. 9:1-26). Near Capernaum Peter
found the shekel in the fish’s mouth as
predicted by Christ (Matt. 17:24-27).
Capernaum witnessed the healing of Peter’s
mother-in-law and many others who were
sick. Here He cast out demons (Mk. 1:21-
45). The man with the withered hand (Mk.
3:1-6), the centurion’s servant (Lk. 7:1-10),
and the nobleman’s son (Jn. 4:46-54) were
healed here. Christ walked on the sea near
Capernaum (Jn. 6:15-21) and near here gave
the sermon on the Bread of Life (Jn. 6:24-
59).

Capernaum was greatly blessed by the
ministry of Christ, but as a city it rejected
Christ. Because of the people’s unbelief,
Christ pronounced a curse upon the city.
Today there is debate as to whether the real
Capernaum has ever been discovered. It is
likely that the one identified on the northern
shore of the Sea of Galilee is the place where
Jesus performed His mighty works. Here 1s
startling evidence of the fulfullment of the
Saviour’s prediction—another miracle in
the long list He performed when He, in love,
ministered to the people of that city. As one
observes the ruins of Capernaum today, he
witnesses a prophecy exactly fulfilled as
predicted by Christ, the great Worker of
Miracles.

higured, Moses and Elijan appeared on the
mount with Him “and spake of his decease
which he should accomplish at Jerusalem”™
(Lk. 9:31). He therefore *‘steadfastly set his
face to go to Jerusalem” (Lk. 9:51-52). He
deliberately determined to go to the city
where He would be crucified. We cannot
detract from the miracle of His resurrec-
tion, but too often we forget that His death
was also miraculous. He did not die as all
others have died, or as anyone will diein the
future.

There are several miraculous elements in
the death of Christ as recorded in John
{continued on Page 3)
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