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Who can comprehend the price paid by a
loving God who voluntarily, and
deliberately, gave His Son for our salvation!
A story may help us to understand a little of
what it cost God to bring us to heaven.

One evening in Passaic, New Jersey, when
the commuter trains were speeding thou-
sands of people to their homes from New
York City, a man sat in the switch house
overlooking the tracks. With his hand on
the lever, he was ready to throw the switch
that takes the oncoming trains across the
bridge that spanned the river. As he looked
at the bridge he saw a little boy walking
across it. If he sent the train over the bridge,
the boy would be ground beneath the
wheels of the train. On the other hand, if he
did not throw the switch, hundreds of com-
muters would die. A second look revealed
the boy to be his own son! He had but mo-
ments to make his decision, and he did the
only thing he could do. He sacrificed his son
for the sake of the hundreds of people. Our
God did just that—He gave His Son, that
we might live and have eternal life.

“He that spared not his own Son, but
delivered him up for us all, how shall he not
with him also freely give us all things?”
(Rom. 8:32). “In this was manifested the
love of God toward us, because that God
sent his only begotten Son into the world,
that we might live through him. Herein is
love, not that we loved God, but that he
loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitia-
tion for our sins” (I Jn. 4:9-10).

God’s love is displayed by the Person He
sent—"‘his only begotten Son”; the people
He saved—‘toward us ... that we might
live through Him ... not that we loved
God”; the place He served—'into the
world,” the world that despised, tried and
crucified Him; and the penalty He
satisfied—"‘to be the propitiation for our
sins.”” By His death on the cross, Christ
completely satisfied the just demands of a
holy God and paid the penalty of sin. By
this act of love He was not placating a
revengeful God, but rather satisfying the
righteousness of a holy God, thereby mak-
ing it possible for Him to show mercy
righteously.

“Being justified freely by his grace through
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:

Whom God hath sent forth to be a propitia-
tion through faith in his blood, to declare
his righteousness for the remission of sins
that are past, through the forebearance of
God” (Rom. 3:24-25).

God willingly gave His Son to die so that we
might live. This indescribable Gift has been
the motivating reason why so many have
given their lives to take the message of the
gospel to others.

John and Mary Gladsen were wealthy peo-
ple who lived in the Shenandoah Valley of
Virginia. One day a missionary came to
their little church and told them of the needs
of China. John and Mary Gladsen
answered God’s call. They sold their
beautiful estate and went to a missionary
school on the west coast of China. While
they were in school a missionary came from
Tibet to ask for volunteers to go to the
borders of Tibet where there was not a
single missionary.

John and Mary said to the missionary, “We
will go.” And they went—over deserts, over
mountains, across treacherous rivers.
Finally they reached Tibet, and there they
settled down, and worked among a tribe of
people. They made friends and won souls
for Christ as God prospered and blessed
their ministry.

One day their youngest child died of a terri-
ble fever. Six days later their second child
died. They dug the graves and buried them
as their tears fell, and they decided to stay
rather than to go. Two weeks later Mary
was ill with the same fever, and John knew
she was dying. He knew he had to get her to
a doctor, but there was no doctor less than
three day’s journey away in another mission
station. So he made a little raft, placed it on
the river, and put Mary on it. They went
down the river the first day, and on the
second day in the evening they pulled over
to the bank to spend the night. The next
morning when he was repairing the raft,
Mary said, ‘“‘John, I'm not going down the
river today. I'm going over the river.” He
knew that was the end, and then she called
him even closer and whispered something in
his ear.

He dug another grave and buried his wife,
put up a little cross, and returned to his raft.

He looked down—friends, home, money,
influence. He looked back wup the river
where two day’s journey would take him to
the border of Tibet to the little handful of
people just out of the Stone Age. He turned
the raft around and went slowly up the
river, because Mary had whispered in his
ear, “Go back.” He was motivated by
God’s love to lose his own life.

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a
corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it
abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth
much fruit. He that loveth his life shall lose
it; and he that hateth his life in this world
shall keep it unto life eternal. If any man
serve me, let him follow me; and where I am,
there shall also my servant be; if any man
serve me, him will my Father honour” (Jn.
12:24-26).

The gift of God’s dear Son as the sacrifice
for our sins not only challenges His people
to give of themselves in His service—it also
should motivate us to give of our substance
that His work may prosper. God’s grace is
the cure for man’s greed. God’s hand
reaching out to the lost world with the gift
of His love will open the hand of any child
of God who may be normally tightfisted.
« ... freely ye have received, freely give”
(Matt. 10:8). “Who gave himself for our
sins, that he might deliver us from this pre-
sent evil world, according to the will of God
and our Father” (Gal. 1:4).

One day a certain old rich man of miserly
disposition visited a rabbi, who took the
rich man by the hand and led him to a win-
dow. “Look out there,” he said. “What do
you see?”’ asked the rabbi. “I see men, and
women, and little children,” answered the
rich man. Again the rabbi took him by the
hand, and this time led him to a mirror.
“What do you see now?” “Now I see
myself,” the rich man replied. Then the
rabbi said, *“‘Behold, in the window there is
glass, and in the mirror there is glass. But
the glass of the mirror is covered with a little
silver, and no sooner is the silver added than
you cease to see others, but see only
yourself.”

A witty person once said: ““There are three
kinds of givers in the world—the flint, the
sponge and the honeycomb.” To get
anything out of the flint, you must hammer
it, and then you get only flint and sparks. To
get anything out of a sponge you must
squeeze, and the more you squeeze the
sponge, the more you will get. But the
honeycomb overflows with its own
sweetness. Some people are stingy and hard;
they give nothing away if they can help it.
Others are good-natured; they yield to pres-
sure, and the more they are pressed, the
more readily and abundantly they give. A
few delight in giving without being asked at

(continued on page 3)
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