











n ince 2005, we have served in Italy as
church planters with Association of Baptists
for World Evangelism (ABWE). When we are asked
why we chose to go to Italy, our first answer is
always that God led us there. Yet God's direction
did not come to us in a vacuum; rather, it was
through our personal experiences in Italy made
possible through Missions Involvement Services
(MIS) at Cedarville University (now known as
Global Qutreach). Even before we met, Noella had
the opportunity to participate with an MIS team to
Italy in the summer of 1997. She was so impacted
by her experience that she decided to return the
following summer.

These trips opened the door for us

to lead the MIS Italy team in the summer of
2001, Jonathan’s first visit to the country. Through
working at a youth camp, assisting in evangelistic
outreaches in Rome, forming relationships with
missionaries and Italian believers, and experi-
encing the Italian culture firsthand, God laid a
burden on our hearts to return full time as career
missionaries. Another MIS trip the following
summer confirmed this decision. In 2002, we were
appointed missionaries with ABWE. After raising
the necessary support, we arrived in Italy in June
2005 to begin language study so we could plant
churches in northwestern Italy.

Our MIS experiences also prepared us for many

of the challenges we have faced on the missions
field. On one of our trips, an Italian church planter
explained the great difficulties of this ministry.
This helped us form realistic expectations when we
became church planters. Many of the relationships

formed during

MIS trips became sources of

help and encouragement when we returned
full time. Beyond MIS, our academic studies at
Cedarville in music and international business
equipped us for ministering in a cross-cultural
context and for using music as an avenue for
fruitful evangelism and discipleship.

We thank God for providing these opportunities
through Cedarville's MIS program. While these
trips were not the only factor God used to bring us
to Italy, they were the most significant. Nothing
compares with seeing a country in person, im-
mersing yourself in ministry and having your heart
personally knit together with people from another
culture. Because of Cedarville, our lives have been
truly changed forever.

n uring my freshman year at Cedarville, | became
involved in a ministry known as Project28Eighteen
(now known as CUOutreach), which sent Cedarville students
to other college campuses to have personal conversations
about Christ. Sophomore year, | led this ministry at The Ohio
State University, partnering with its Campus Crusade for Christ
chapter. Little did | know what God had in store for this minis-
try. At the beginning of spring semester 2014, with no change
of strategy or increase in publicity, the ministry doubled in
size. We started meeting regularly with students from 0SU
with the earnest desire to bring them closer to the cross and
ultimately see them start a relationship with Jesus Christ. In
the middle of spring semester, we planned extensive changes
to expand the ministry. This fall, Cedarville's CUOutreach

will send Cedarville students not only to Ohio State, but also
Wright State University, Sinclair Community College, and Cen-
tral State University. In addition to going out to four different
universities each week, we will hold weekly prayer meetings
and training sessions to equip students to reach others for
Christ. Our heart's desire is for every student at Cedarville to
have one person who they are intently focused on bringing

to the cross, regardless of the cost. Support from Cedarville’s
administration, coupled with the availability of vans, Bibles,
and books to distribute, has helped this ministry grow. God is
doing incredible things here at Cedarville, and | am thrilled to

be a part of that work!

Chris Nunan ‘15

m y experience with community ministry has been
life changing. Since freshman year, | have been in-
volved in a ministry in Springfield called Changing Lives Now.
These past two years | led the ministry, and it has been such
a humbling experience. When | first entered college, | had this
idea of becoming a nurse and working in a foreign country

to provide nursing care where it is not available. However,
God has changed my perspective about the need for nurses in
American urban areas to serve those who do not have access
to health care resources. My sophomore year, | took a spring
break trip to Memphis, Tennessee, to work with Service Over
Self (SOS) fixing roofs and performing other house repairs. |
wanted to be on another team at first, but this was exactly
where God wanted me. | was inspired by the SOS staff’s
commitment and efforts to better the Memphis community.
Through this trip, God opened my eyes to the needs in urban
communities. I'm so thankful for these experiences. God has
taught me to work where He has me, to bloom where

I'm planted. | have loved working in urban environments
and appreciated the way He has humbled me by these
wonderful experiences.

Sarah Chalgren ‘15

have been privileged to participate in several

different community ministries during my time at
Cedarville, including Greene Memorial Hospital, Cedar Cliff
Elementary School Tutoring, and Good Shepherd Nursing
Village. This year, | will lead the Good Shepherd Team. Every
week, our Cedarville student team visits this nursing home
located in Springfield, Ohio, and builds intentional relation-
ships with residents through singing hymns, conversation,
and prayer. Spending time at a nursing home forces me to
step outside my college bubble full of people my own age,
socioeconomic status, and religion, and step into a place that
broadens my perspective.

While reading Philippians recently, | came across Philippians
2:3-4,"Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility
count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you
look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of
others.”| am thankful for this ministry because | have learned
that, even though the nursing home residents are different
from me, God loves them and created them in His image.
Every week, | watch residents praising Christ even as they live
through one of the most difficult and lonely stages of their
lives. Their strong faith and joyful spirits are examples of how
| desire to live my life. | see Jesus in them. | constantly find
myself humbled by their faith and joy as | learn to place their
interests before my own.

Abby Sherman ‘15




