














BIOGRAPHIES

PETER STAFFORD WILSON, Guest Conductor

Now in his 11th season as Music Director of Ohijo’s Springfield Symphony Orchestra,
Peter Stafford Wilson is one of the most exciting and talked about conductors of

his generation. Concurrently, he holds the post of Music Director of the Westerville
Symphony. His current season also includes numerous performances with the Columbus
Symphony Orchestra and Columbus Symphony Youth Orchestra. Mr. Wilson was named
Principal Conductor of Tulsa Ballet for the 2012-2013 season, leading productions of
Ben Stevenson’s Dracula and Val Caniparoli’s Lady of the Camellias, as well as holiday
performances of Tchaikovsky’s The Nutcracker.

Peter Stafford Wilson’s leadership of the Springfield Symphony Orchestra continues to elicit
praise from the public, musicians, and press. Its 2005 Agriculture and the Arts Growing
Together brought international attention to the organization, as did the sequel, American
Made: Celebrating Our Manufacturing Heritage, which premiered in November 2007.

The orchestra’s innovative series, “Night Lights,” has enjoyed steadily increasing sales and
attendance. The recent endowment of the Music Director chair with gifts totaling one
million dollars is further testimony to the community’s expanding support. Mr. Wilson and
the SSO are the recipients of a 2009-2010 ASCAP Award for Adventurous Programming.

From 1990 to 2008, Peter Stafford Wilson held the posts of Assistant and Associate
Conductor of The Columbus Symphony Orchestra. In Columbus, his duties included the
leadership of the orchestra’s nationally recognized educational projects, which have been
featured at national conferences of the American Symphony Orchestra League and Music
Educators National Conference. He led programs on all of the orchestra’s classical and Pops
subscription series, and played a major role in its 1997 Viva Vienna Festival. Subsequently,
he was named Artistic Director of the orchestra’s Festival Weeks @ The Southern, for
which his innovative programming was consistently praised. He is the recipient of a 2010
Columbus Symphony Orchestra Music Education Award, given in recognition of his 20
years of dedication to the orchestra’s educational programming. Mr. Wilson is also Music
Director of the Columbus Symphony Youth Orchestra, which he has regularly led in local
and regional concerts. The CSYO has performed at the national conferences of the ASOL
and MENC and at the 1998 International Youth Orchestra Festival in Banff, Alberta. In

the summer of 1999, he and the CSYO toured Austria, the Czech Republic and Germany,
where they maintain an exchange relationship with the Heinrich Schiitz Konservatorium in
Dresden. During the summer of 2005, Mr. Wilson led the CSYO on a highly acclaimed tour
of The People’s Republic of China, playing to capacity audiences in Beijing, Hefei, Hong
Kong and Shanghai, as well as in an historic performance atop the Great Wall of China.

In addition to his myriad activities with the Springfield Symphony Orchestra, Peter
Stafford Wilson’s current season includes his continuing duties as Music Director of the
Westerville Symphony, a community/collegiate orchestra based at Otterbein College. He
also leads a quartet of holiday performances of The Nutcracker with BalletMet Columbus
at the Detroit Opera House.

A native of North Carolina, Peter Stafford Wilson studied at the University of Cincinnati’s
College-Conservatory of Music, where his primary mentor was the late Thomas Schippers.
During his years at CCM, he became a leading exponent of contemporary music, often
collaborating with faculty and student composers, including the Conservatory’s Visiting
Professor of Composition, Lukas Foss. Mr. Wilson also studied at the Aspen Music School,
where he studied with Dennis Russell Davies, Eastern Music Festival (on whose faculty he
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subsequently served), Pierre Monteux School, Boris Goldovsky Summer Opera Institute,
and Rome’s Accademia Nazionale di Santa Cecilia, where he was associated with Franco
Ferrara. After his advanced studies, he was appointed Assistant, and later Associate,
Conductor of the Canton Symphony Orchestra. The Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra
appointed him Regional Pops Conductor for the 1995 summer season, during which he led
the orchestra in a series of widely acclaimed performances in Ohio, Indiana and Kentucky.
Mr. Wilson also enjoyed a multi-year artistic relationship with The Cleveland Orchestra,
often serving as cover conductor for Severance Hall and Blossom Music Center events. In
1996, the American Symphony Orchestra League featured him in its Conductor Preview
event, a program that encourages emerging conducting talents in the United States.

Peter Stafford Wilson has guest conducted the orchestras of Bozeman, Charlotte,
Chautauqua, Dallas, Detroit, Erie, Indianapolis, Kansas City, Louisville, North Carolina,
Phoenix, Roanoke, Seattle, Syracuse, Tucson, Tulsa, West Virginia, Wheeling, and
Youngstown. He also led the Independence Day Concert with Peter Nero’s Philly Pops
Orchestra and the Northeastern Pennsylvania Philharmonic’s highly popular “Awesome
Classics” series, as well as programs with Orquesta Filarmdnica de Montevideo and Hong
Kong Sinfonietta. No stranger to the lyric theater, Mr. Wilson has held the positions of
Principal Conductor of South Carolina’s Opera Charleston and Music Director of the
Ohio Light Opera and conducted performances at Spoleto Festival USA, Young Artists
Opera Theater, College Light Opera, Canton Lyric Opera, and Otterbein College Opera
Theatre. He also enjoys an ongoing association with BalletMet in Columbus.

Peter Stafford Wilson and his wife, Barbara Karam Wilson, reside in Westerville, Ohio.
When not conducting, he enjoys traveling, golf, reading, and is an avid gourmet cook.

A native Texan, Beth Cram Porter has earned a splendid reputation as soloist with
orchestras and as recitalist. She toured Southern France with Maestro Robert Shaw,
performing as soprano soloist in Bach’s B minor mass and Brahms’ Liebeslieder Waltzes.
Porter has also recorded with Maestro Shaw on the Telarc label. Other solo credits include
Handel’'s Messiah and Dixit dominus, Haydn’s Mass in Time of War, and The Creation,
Bach’s Magnificat, Faurés Requiem, Mozart’s Coronation Mass, Solemn Vespers, and Great
Mass in C Major, Brahms’ Ein deutsches Requiem, and Beethoven’s C Major Mass.

A member of the Oregon Bach Festival Choir since 2004, Porter was a featured soloist

in the North American premiere of Mendelssohn’s opera Der Onkle aus Boston under

the direction of Maestro Rilling and was the soprano soloist for the 2007 production

of Honegger’s King David. In 2004, Porter was invited to be the featured soloist at the
White House National Day of Prayer ceremony in Washington, D. C., where she sang for
President George W. Bush and two hundred of his invited guests. In addition to her singing
engagements, Porter is Associate Professor of Vocal Muscic at Cedarville University in
Cedarville, Ohio, where she also serves as Chair of the Department of Music and Worship.

Mark Spencer is Associate Professor of Music at Cedarville University. He received his
Doctor of Musical Arts degree at Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort
Worth, Texas, where he studied with Jack Coldiron. Dr. Spencer has taught at California
Baptist University in Riverside and Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary near San
Francisco. He has been a guest clinician in California, Illinois, New York, Pennsylvania,
and Singapore. He has sung many roles with the Dayton Bach Society, Dayton Opera,
Dayton Philharmonic, Ohio Lyric Theatre, Opera Funatics, numerous master chorales in
Southern California, the Inland Opera Association of Southern California, Musica Vival,
and the Singapore Symphony.
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Joseph Vadala
Caytlin Van Etten
Zachary Wallace

Violin I

Julia Hodecker**
Bethany Thompson
Kevin Lotz

Sam Franklin
Maggie Greene
Blake Richardson+
Donzel Burkhart+

Violin IT

Jacob Tudor*
Joshua Taylor

Julie Swanson
Jorie Krob

Jennie Krob
Cynthia Burkhart+
Michael Shaffer+

Viola

Ariana Cheng*
Elise Parsons
Annelise Haselton
Chris Lape+
Leslie Dragan+
Yael Senamaud
Pat King+

Cello

Meredith Parsons
Gloria Shaw Ojeda
Christiana Burks
Serena Bisson
Jennifer Araya+

Gustavo Carpinteyro-Lara+

Jill Wright Crist+

Megan Walter
Samuel Walter
David Widder-Varhegyi

Dalton Williams
Michelle Wilson
Jeremy Witt

Qionghui Wu

Mark Wynalda

Ziwen Yang

The Masterworks Orchestra

Bass

Connor Smith
Ben Grabell+
Tony Neumayr+
Joanne Shaffer+

Piccolo

Elizabeth McCormick

Flute
Anna Reisenweaver
Sarah Howland

Oboe
Claire Funkhouser
Melissa Walding+

Clarinet
Jessica Pearson
Cody Clark

Bassoon
Joe Hesseman+
Richard Carnright+

Horn

Andrew Symington
Jordan Lee

Taylor Stephens

Trumpet
Cameron Swett
Wesley Morgan

Trombone
Michael DiCuirci+
Denny Seifried+
Ben Coy+

Tuba
Tom Lucowicz
James Green+

Harp
Johanna Raquet

Percussion
Matthew Pack
Arne Anderson
Adam Cole

Organ
Stephen Estep

**Concert Master
*Section Leader
+Guest Players
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Located in southwest Ohio, Cedarville University attracts
3,400 undergraduate, graduate, and online students to
more than 100 areas of study. Cedarville is a Christ-
centered learning community recognized nationally for
rigorous academic programs, strong graduation and
retention rates, accredited professional and health science
offerings, and leading student satisfaction ratings.

MASTERWORKS CONCERT SERIES




