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Legacy
T H E

C E L E B R A T I O N

DR. AND MRS. THOMAS WHITE WELCOME YOU TO

AN EVENING TO CELEBRATE YOUR FAITHFUL 
AND GENEROUS INVESTMENT

C E D A R V I L L E  U N I V E R S I T Y

F R I D A Y ,  O C T O B E R  F O U R T H ,  T W O  T H O U S A N D  N I N E T E E N



PROGRAM
Special Music .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . HeartSong

Welcome  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   Dr. Rick Melson, Vice President for Advancement

Prayer .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   Ms. Sarah Shaw Ojeda, Student Government Association President

DINNER
Salad	 Assorted greens with apple slices, pomegranate and feta

Entrée	 Roasted beef tenderloin with wild mushroom demi glaze

		  Yukon Gold au gratin potatoes

		  Roasted Brussels sprouts, butternut squash, and cranberries

Dessert	 Chocolate chip cookie dough cheesecake

PRESENTATION OF ALUMNI AWARDS
Young Alumna of the Year  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Mrs. Jerica (Ward) Lamar '09

Honorary Alumni of the Year .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Dr. Warren and Mrs. Betty Wiersbe

Alumnus of the Year . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Mr. Don Lough '87

PRESIDENT'S REMARKS
Message of Gratitude and Vision .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dr. Thomas White, President

WE ARE HONORED TO HAVE YOU HERE.

A special thank you to the following for help in putting this event together:

Advancement, Marketing and Communications, Pioneer College Caterers, Production Services, 
HeartSong, and our Advancement student workers.

Faithful. In a word, that’s the story of the Bible. All throughout its pages we see a people created 

by God and provided for by God, yet time and time again, they forget and forsake Him. But God 

never forsakes His people. Not once. 

This year in chapel, we’re studying how Nehemiah gives us a window into this story — our story 

— that even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. As we’re reminded, our God is One 

who stands “ready to forgive, gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast 

love …” (Neh. 9:17). 

So with Nehemiah in our heads this year, we’re keenly aware of God’s faithfulness to Cedarville 

University. We find ourselves in the midst of remarkable growth in virtually every aspect of the 

campus. But we know that this growth doesn’t come from our own hands, but as Nehemiah says, 

the good hand of our God was upon us (Neh. 2:18). And this year, we will recognize some alumni 

with awards who also have the good hand of our God upon their work. 

I find it remarkable that Nehemiah also lists the many people that it took to rebuild the wall of 

Jerusalem. All of chapter three lists various people and what they did. It took everyone. God worked 

through a united team to accomplish His purposes in Jerusalem. I see the same thing happening 

with our Cedarville family. God is working through us to accomplish His purposes all around the 

world, but especially in the hearts and minds of our students. We remind them frequently that 

“God is faithful. You can trust Him.”

Thank you for being an instrument of God with your prayerful support and sacrificial giving and 

thank you for partnering to prepare students with excellence to stand for the Word of God and 

the Testimony of Jesus Christ.

In Christ Alone, 

Thomas and Joy White 
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HONORARY ALUMNI 
OF THE YEAR
WA R RE N A ND BE T T Y W IE RSBE

We are pleased to posthumously award Warren and Betty 
Wiersbe the Honorary Alumni 
of the Year.

Dr. Warren Wiersbe began his ministry in 1951 at Central 
Baptist Church in East Chicago, Indiana, where he served until 1957. He then spent four years 
at Youth for Christ as Director of the Literature Division before leaving to pastor Calvary Baptist 
Church of Covington, Kentucky, from 1961 to 1971. During that time, Calvary grew from 800 
to several thousand members, and his messages were broadcast on radio for the first time. It 
was during his time at Calvary that Dr. Wiersbe became acquainted with Cedarville, after he 
was invited to speak in chapel by Dr. James T. Jeremiah. He continued to speak at Cedarville 
periodically, and Dr. Jeremiah returned the favor by filling in for him at Calvary on occasion.

In 1971, Dr. Wiersbe was called to pastor Moody Church, located in Chicago, and led that ministry 
until 1978. He ministered over the radio through his “Songs in the Night” program while at 
Moody, and with Back to the Bible radio network from 1980 to 1993. He had an active conference 
speaking ministry until 2004. 

Dr. Wiersbe was a prolific author, having written more than 175 books, with his last being 
“Delights & Disciplines of Bible Study: A Guidebook for Studying God's Word,” released in 2018 
by David C. Cook. Wiersbe was a regular contributor to Christianity Today magazine from 1979 
to 1982 under the pen name “Eutychus X.” Perhaps he is best known for his “Be” series of Bible 
studies, which he completed in 2002 after 30 years and more than 40 titles.

He also taught practical theology classes at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School in Deerfield, 
Illinois, from 1978 to 1982 and is a former distinguished professor of preaching at Grand Rapids 
(Michigan) Theological Seminary. In 1995, Wiersbe became Writer in Residence at Cornerstone 
University in Grand Rapids, Michigan, and Distinguished Professor of Preaching at Grand Rapids 
Theological Seminary.

To honor his long-term friendship with Cedarville and his commitment to the cause of Christ, 
Cedarville awarded him an honorary Doctor of Letters degree on January 26, 1987, as part of the 
University’s centennial celebration.

Warren Wiersbe and his wife, Betty, were married in 1953. Betty was a devoted wife, mother, 
and prayer warrior. It has been said that without Betty Wiersbe, there would have been no 
Warren Wiersbe. Warren could not have done the work necessary to preach and write as he did 
without an equally gifted partner. Betty not only was dedicated to keeping order to their home, 
she handled all correspondence, finances, and logistics for Warren’s ministry.

YOUNG ALUMNA OF 
THE YEAR
JE R IC A ( WA RD)  L A M A R ' 0 9

Jerica (Ward) Lamar '09 has been selected as Young Alumna 
of the Year.

Jerica graduated from Cedarville University in 2009 with a 
degree in international relations, minoring in Spanish. She 

was a member of HeartSong for two years during her time at Cedarville, and the Forensics and 
Model U.N. teams.

Her most impactful memories include classes she took with Dr. Frank Jenista, which opened 
her mind to the world of diplomacy. She credits the training she received from her international 
relations professors with shaping her into the public servant she is today. “Cedarville allowed 
me to understand the importance of being a servant-leader,” she said. “It helped me to see the 
importance of having Christ-focused individuals in the public sector.”

After graduating from Cedarville University, Jerica joined the Peace Corps and worked as an 
education volunteer in a rural community in the Philippines called Roxas, Palawan. There, she 
helped build a library and worked on numerous sustainable youth projects. After returning to 
the U.S., she worked as an ESL teacher and then obtained a job managing refugee 
unemployment programs for the state of Maryland. It was there that she decided to pursue 
a career in public service.

She moved to Texas to attend Texas A&M, where she obtained a graduate degree in 
international affairs and economic development from The Bush School of Government and Public 
Service. During her time at Texas A&M, she traveled to Jordan to research the Syrian Refugee 
crisis, served in public affairs in London when Brexit was announced, and worked on South China 
Sea issues as a Philippines Desk Officer. 

While at Texas A&M, she also began the process of joining the State Department as a U.S. 
Diplomat. Her first post was in Ciudad Juarez, Mexico, and she is currently working in Kenya.

Jerica has been recognized with the U.S. State Department Franklin Award, Thomas R. Pickering 
Foreign Affairs Fellowship, the Robertson for Government and Public Service Fellowship, and a 
commendation letter from the Secretary of State for exemplary performance.

When asked for words of wisdom or advice she would pass on to fellow alumni, Jerica 
offers Mark 12:30–31: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind and with all your strength ... ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no 
commandment greater than these.”

Jerica is married to Mario Lamar, a Navy Officer Reservist and Foreign Service Officer. 
He is currently assigned to the Dominican Republic.
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Betty and Warren were a team, serving the Lord together. They maximized each other’s strengths 
and compensated for each other’s weaknesses.

In fall 2018, the Wiersbes gifted Warren’s vast personal library to Cedarville University. This 
impressive collection of commentaries, nonfiction publications, and works of literature is now 
housed in the Warren and Betty Wiersbe Library and Reading Room in Cedarville’s Center for 
Biblical and Theological Studies. We are blessed to steward this remarkable collection, which 
is far more than just books on a shelf. Because of Dr. Wiersbe’s notes and observations, these 
resources are the accumulated wisdom and insight of one of the great servants of the church. 
What a blessing and resource this will be to our faculty and our students — in a very real way 
continuing Dr. Warren and Betty Wiersbe’s legacy of faithfulness to the Gospel.

Dr. Wiersbe went home to be with his Lord and Savior on May 2 of this year. His dear wife of 
nearly 66 years joined him just six weeks later on June 15.

ALUMNUS OF THE YEAR
DON LOUGH,  JR .  ' 8 7

Don Lough, Jr. ’87 has been selected as Alumnus of the Year.

Don graduated from Cedarville College in 1987, earning a 
B.A. in Bible comprehensive. While a student, he was a 
worship leader for the campus fellowship, a member of the 
Young Republicans, and served with the Dayton Gospel 

Rescue Mission Team. The most impactful memory of his time at Cedarville was hearing Dr. Paul 
Dixon speak in chapel and experiencing Dixon’s shepherding care for the student body. “The 
President, professors, and coaches modeled Christlikeness inside and outside the classroom,”he 
said. “Personal encouragement from professors served as a catalyst to keep moving forward in 
serving the Lord.”

Prior to coming to Cedarville, Don earned a diploma from Word of Life Bible Institute in 1984. 
After completing his bachelor’s degree at Cedarville, he went on to earn his Th.M. from Dallas 
Theological Seminary in 1992. He is currently completing his D.Min. in strategic leadership from 
Lancaster Bible College & Graduate School/Capital Seminary.

Since 2011, Don has served as Executive Director of Word of Life Fellowship. Word of Life is 
committed to seeing each generation reach their generation for Christ. The ministry extends 
to 74 countries with 1,850 staff and missionaries engaged in youth and family camps, student 
ministries in local churches, and Bible institutes.

Don previously served  at Word of Life as Assistant to the Director, Word of Life International 
Ministries Division (1992–1997); Vice President, Word of Life International Ministries Division 
(1997–2008), and Director of Word of Life Fellowship (2006–2011). He has been Chairman and 
President of the Board of Directors, Word of Life Fellowship and Chairman and President of the 
Governing Board, Word of Life Bible Institutes since 2011. He has ministered in local churches, 
youth events, conferences, and university campuses in 70-plus countries since 1992. He has 
also been a member of the Board of Trustees for Cedarville University since 2014.

Don was named the Word of Life Institute’s Alumnus of the Year in 2011. He was also awarded 
honorary Doctor of Divinity degrees by Tennessee Temple University (2012) and Davis College 
(2013). 

When asked for words of wisdom or advice he would pass on to fellow alumni, Don cites words 
he heard from Dr. Howard Hendricks as Don transitioned to his current role: “Lie low, exalt 
Christ.” For Don, there is nothing more fulfilling than living for God’s glory and pointing people 
to His Son, Jesus Christ.

Don and his wife, Darla (Cline) ’89, have four children: Alyssa, Jonathan ’18, Justin ’19, 
and Ashlyn.

"I know that I would not be the same person I am 
today without the impact that Cedarville University 
has made on me, and this would not be possible if 
it were not for the generous donors that support 
the University."

— Julie Croft '21

"God has blessed me so much by giving me the 
privilege to attend Cedarville, and I will look back 
on my years as a student here with thankfulness. I 
cannot say thank you enough to the faithful donors 
who have contributed to the University and have 
helped me afford this life-changing experience."

— Ryan Ball '20

"God is doing amazing things through the people 
who give. I may never meet those who give, but I 
know God will be faithful with the gifts and that 
those gifts will change lives."

— Jeff Smith '20

"Cedarville challenges us to do everything for the 
glory of God. I will carry that mentality with me in 
life. I wouldn't be able to come to the University if 
it weren't for the generous people who have given 
so my tuition could be more affordable. I thank you, 
the donors, for the opportunity to be able to come 
to this wonderful University that I now call home."

— Trey Henderson '23

YOU ARE PART OF TRANSFORMING LIVES AND MAKING A CEDARVILLE EDUCATION POSSIBLE FOR OUR STUDENTS.
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on my years as a student here with thankfulness. I 
cannot say thank you enough to the faithful donors 
who have contributed to the University and have 
helped me afford this life-changing experience."

— Ryan Ball '20

"God is doing amazing things through the people 
who give. I may never meet those who give, but I 
know God will be faithful with the gifts and that 
those gifts will change lives."

— Jeff Smith '20

"Cedarville challenges us to do everything for the 
glory of God. I will carry that mentality with me in 
life. I wouldn't be able to come to the University if 
it weren't for the generous people who have given 
so my tuition could be more affordable. I thank you, 
the donors, for the opportunity to be able to come 
to this wonderful University that I now call home."

— Trey Henderson '23

YOU ARE PART OF TRANSFORMING LIVES AND MAKING A CEDARVILLE EDUCATION POSSIBLE FOR OUR STUDENTS.



937-766-3028  |  cedarville.edu/advancement
advancement@cedarville.edu

Thank you for your  
faithful partnership!

There are many ways your past and present giving have made and will 

continue to make a difference in Cedarville. Thanks to all our donors 

who invest in our students, programs, and campus.
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