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Stephanie (Cleek) Carroll '10

We both went to chapel. We both
heard from phenomenal speakers all around
the world. We were both challenged to
follow after God’s heart. As graduates
of Cedarville, although we graduated at
different times, chapel is one of our shared
experiences. And we share that experience
with each of you as well.
Alumni often tell us that one of the
main things they miss about being a student
at Cedarville is the daily chapel. There are
still some exciting ways you can be involved
in the life of chapel on campus.
Pray. Pray for chapel at 9:55 every
weekday morning. This is the time when
students are heading in to chapel and
preparing their hearts. Pray that hearts will
be changed and that students will better
understand God’s calling in their lives. We
also pray for our alumni in chapel. If you
have something that you would like the
University to pray for, you can submit a
prayer request at cedarville.edu/prayer.
Listen. It is easier now than ever to be
part of the chapel experience at Cedarville.
Every weekday at 10 a.m., you can visit
cedarville.edu/ChapelLive and watch a live
stream of the chapel service. Or, subscribe to
Cedarville University’s podcast to listen to
chapel messages on your morning commute.
Give. When the Jeremiah Chapel was
built 20 years ago, thousands of alumni
gave, and many of your names are featured
on a donor wall in Alumni Hall. The
Jeremiah Chapel is getting a renovation
this summer. This $3 million renovation
will include new paint, carpet, seating, and
upgrades to the visual and sound technology.
Projects like this aren’t possible without

the help of our alumni. Every gift moves
us closer to completing this project. There
are many ways you can give — from $10
to provide a new lightbulb to $250 to help
us purchase a seat. For those who choose to
purchase a seat, we will honor your gift with
a nameplate on the seatback inscribed with
your initials, grad year, and a favorite Bible
reference. In addition, alumni who give to
this project, whatever the gift size, will have
their names featured on a donor wall. To
find more information about the campaign
or to make a gift, go to cedarville.edu/
ChapelCampaign.
We had a great time celebrating with
you at Homecoming 2015 on October
2–3. Although horizontal rain made an
appearance, it was great to see all of you
and also meet some of your new little
“Yellow Jackets.” If you weren’t able to
make it back, consider coming to campus
to join us at another time this year. Call
us at 1-888-CEDARVILLE and we can
help set something up. Or, save the date
for homecoming next year, September 30–
October 1. We look forward to seeing you!
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NEWS
Barbara Loach '77 is the author of
Cedarville University: Defining Legacies,
which tells the stories of people who have
had a significant impact on the University
over the years. It includes bios of people
for whom campus buildings are named
as well as 75 notable alumni from all
departments across 125 years.

Cheryl Rendle '87 was honored on
November 8, 2015, for her 25 years of
volunteer ministry at Westney Heights
Baptist Church in Ajax, Ontario, Canada.
Cheryl started the youth ministry at the
church and was asked to serve as the
Children’s Ministry Coordinator in 1997.

Sharon (Klopfenstein) Christman '92,
Professor of Nursing, along with Alumni
Relations and Annual Giving, hosted
an M.S.N. Alumni Dinner at the Ohio
Association of Advanced Practice Nurses
Conference in Columbus, Ohio, October
22–24. Sharon reports: “The food was
wonderful, and the socializing was even
better!”

What happens when you teach the son of
fellow Cedarville alumni? Eric
Leininger '07, who teaches at
Prestonwood Christian Academy in
Plano, Texas, shared what happened
during homecoming week when one of
his students, the son of Andy '96 and
Summer (Bennington) Sipes '98, and he
dressed alike on “Time Travel Tuesday”
during spirit week.
Kerri Sheldon '04 published a book titled
Resolute: An Unwavering Stance on the
Truth of God’s Word. The book addresses
topics popular among Christian circles,
such as hearing God’s voice, experiencing
God, and telling “your” story.

Lifelong Cedarville friends gathered
from Canada, Colorado, North Carolina,
Virginia, and Pennsylvania to "Share a
Coke with a Fellow Alumni." Pictured are
Kristen (Hilsher) Feucht '02, Jena (Mohr)
Hostetter '02, Melissa (Knaus) Kooiker
'02, Amanda (Schmuck) Leverson '01,
Crystal (Skamanich) Mathew '01, and
Amy Nyhuis '01.

share your news
Did you get promoted? Direct a play?
Publish your memoirs? Earn a
degree? Receive an award? Climb
every mountain? Ford every stream?
Follow every rainbow ’til you found
your dream?
Visit cedarville.edu/magazine

Rhonda (Carnahan) Blackburn '96
released a children’s book — ‘Twas, with a
Twist! — in 2014. Her book picks up where
the 1822 poem The Night Before Christmas
left off and continues on a journey with St.
Nicholas to visit the source of his generosity
— a baby in a manger. It is a creative way
to introduce children to the real wonder of
the season!

Sarah Hyatt '07 graduated with a Master
of Education with an emphasis in higher
education and a concentration in student
affairs. She lives in the Columbus, Ohio,
area and is an academic adviser at
Franklin University.

Send us your news! Deadlines are December 15 for the spring/summer issue, April 15 for the fall issue, and August 15
for the winter issue. The editorial staff has full discretion regarding submissions. Submit your updates to Cedarville
Magazine, Cedarville University, 251 N. Main St., Cedarville, OH 45314, or cedarville.edu/magazine.
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FAREWELL
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BIRTHS

CONCERT
for Mike DiCuirci
Senior Professor of Music

Chad McFadden '97 and his wife, Sandy,
announce the birth of Aidan Scott on
November 26, 2014. He was welcomed
home by Adrianna (13), Ian (10), Lauryn (8),
and Evan (5). Chad is on staff at Gray Road
Baptist Church in Indianapolis, Indiana, and
Sandy enjoys homeschooling their children.

Caleb '07 and Kathleen (Picard) Fletcher '07
announce the birth of Micah Kevin on
August 5, 2015. He was welcomed home by
his big sister, Haylee (3). Caleb is a National
Accounts Manager for Brinco Mechanical
Management Services in the HVAC industry,
and Kathleen stays home with the children.
They live in Raleigh, North Carolina.
Tim Sutton '01 and his wife, Melissa,
announce the birth of Adalynn Grace
September 2015. She was greeted by
Logan (5), Bennett (3), and Myla (2). They
currently reside at Whiteman Air Force
Base, Missouri, where Melissa commands
the homefront while Tim flies the B-2.

Celebrate
Mike DiCuirci’s 37th
and final year at Cedarville University
Emily (Haney) Kissel '10 and her husband,
Jake, announce the birth of Abigail Jane on
January 7, 2015. They live in Knoxville,
Tennessee, where Jake works as an
Account Manager at ModernTech and Emily
is the Director of Public Relations and
External Affairs at the University of
Tennessee, Knoxville, College of Nursing.

Nathanael Dewhurst '05 and his wife,
Andrea, announce the birth of Naomi Ray
on July 14, 2015. She joined big sister
Providence in Lynn, Massachusetts.
Nathanael works as an independent web
developer in the Boston area; Andrea works
at counteracting household entropy.

Sunday, April 17, 2016
3–5 p.m.
Jeremiah Chapel
Dixon Ministry Center
FEATURING:
Brass and Ivory
The Four by Grace Quartet
Alumni Symphonic Band
Select Alumni Jazz Band
Symphonic Band rehearsal (optional)
April 16 at 3 p.m.
Jazz Band rehearsal (required)
April 16 at 6 p.m.
Dixon Ministry Center, Room 125

Ivan Davis '05 and his wife, Jenny,
announce the birth of Anna Eleanor on April
23, 2015. She was welcomed home by big
sister Heidi.
Chris '10 and Danielle (Brown)
Williams '11 announce the birth of Timothy
Joel on July 15, 2015.

To participate, contact
Mike DiCuirci
937-766-7728
dicuirci@cedarville.edu
Inform him if you need an instrument
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MARRIAGES
Diane Wagner '06 and Alex Spitler were
married on November 16, 2013, in Findlay,
Ohio.

Dakotah Waugh '10 and Pat Sullivan were
married on April 25, 2015. Pat is a Senior
Network Engineer at Goodwin Procter LLP,
and Dakotah is an Administrative Assistant
at WilmerHale LLP. They reside in Malden,
Massachusetts.

Annie Watson '12 and Nick Kundert were
married on July 25, 2015, in Beavercreek,
Ohio. Nick is a Behavioral Therapist at
Trumpet Behavioral Health. Annie recently
graduated with her Master of Divinity degree
from Trinity Evangelical Divinity School and
plans to pursue a Ph.D. They live in Fairborn,
Ohio.

IN MEMORIAM
We e x tend our condolence s to the f amilie s
and friends of these dear loved ones.

Helen O’Bryant '44 of Beavercreek, Ohio, passed away October 8, 2015.
Donald W. Rickard '58 of Xenia, Ohio, passed away November 12, 2015.
Kenneth M. Jones '70 of Marysville, Ohio, passed away September 22, 2015.
Mark W. Fehrman '75 of Dayton, Ohio, passed away October 7, 2015.
Eleanor G. (Sommerfeld) Jenkins '75 of Purcellville, Virginia, passed away October 24, 2015.
Jesse Kuenzi '01 of Freeport, Florida, passed away December 18, 2015.
Caleb J. Hanby '09 of Brentwood, Tennessee, passed away October 1, 2015.
Daniel E. Zimmerman '10 of Springfield, Tennessee, passed away October 6, 2015.
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The Eleanor “Ellie” G. Jenkins Memorial
Nursing Scholarship
A scholarship has been established in memory
of Ellie (Sommerfeld) Jenkins '75, wife of
Cedarville University Board of Trustee member
Warren Jenkins '72. This scholarship will be
awarded to senior nursing students who have
maintained a 3.0 GPA and who demonstrate
financial need. To give to this scholarship fund,
visit cedarville.edu/jenkinsscholarship. You
can also send checks to Advancement,
Cedarville University, 251 N. Main St., Cedarville,
OH 45314. Condolences may be sent to Warren
Jenkins, 36466 Shoemaker School Rd.,
Purcellville, VA 20132. You may also contact
Warren at 703-906-3251.
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GET TO KNOW YOUR

ALUMNI COUNCIL

CU SUCCEED!
Tips From Career Services
Networking is one of your best resources when looking for a
job. When developing a network of professional contacts, keep
the following tips in mind:

Name: Geoffrey Walker
Grad Year: 1982
What do you love about Cedarville
alumni?
Cedarville alumni hold a special common
bond through our relationship with Jesus
Christ. Alumni are more than old friends;
they are family.
Why is the Alumni Council important to
you?
The Alumni Council is a means for input
from and to alumni. It is an avenue to serve
the University and to communicate
opportunities for other alumni to serve. The
Council serves as an avenue to connect
with current students and to see the great
work the University continues to perform
through the students and faculty.
What are some things you’d like other
alumni to know about you?
I am married to a Cedarville alumna who
has been my greatest friend for 27 years.
My son is also an alumnus and my daughter
is a current junior. My four siblings, most of
their spouses, and most of their children
attended Cedarville (going back to the late
1960s).
What are some lessons you want to
pass on to other alumni?
Keep your connections. Obviously, the
connections of family, church, close friends,
and jobs are extremely important and take
up much of our time. But there are other
connections that carry huge benefits, and
one of those is a connection with the
University, fellow alumni, and current
students. I realize this isn’t easy for many
because of distance and time. But there are
ways to keep connected: the University
website, the alumni office, or members of
the Council in your area. Make an effort to
come to campus soon. It is amazing to see
the many positive changes. And if you visit,
make sure you attend chapel; one trip to
chapel will tell you that the University is still
on mission in the service of Jesus Christ.

• Career Background: Share a copy of your résumé, including
a detailed list of your accomplishments, and let your
contacts get a feel for your character so they can
confidently recommend you.
• Clear career goals: Let them know your objectives so they
know how to help you.
• Communication: Give them reasons to help you. Show
initiative, competence, work ethic, and marketability. They
need to know you will be an asset.
• Cultivate your contacts: Let them know about your
progress, your success, and your needs.
• Follow-Up: Let them know if you are hired, even if it was
not through their lead. Always send a thank-you note
when someone has shown interest or helped you in any
way.

Your Career Services Team (L-R): Ken Rucker '93, Associate Director;
Anna Zavodney '15, Office Manager; Allie Brown '15, Assistant Director;
Jeff Reep '78, Director

We’re here to help you! We offer career coaching, résumé /CV
review, contact database, workshops, interviewing assistance,
and job postings.
cedarville.edu/career
Winter 2016 | Cedarville University

More than 650 alumni and their families returned to campus for Homecoming 2015!
Homecoming hosted 10 class reunions (from 1965–2015), along with 16 affinity reunions.
Homecoming events included the annual cardboard canoe race, CU by the Lake party,
the homecoming parade, and a soccer tailgate party. The fun-packed weekend also
included sporting events and showings of the fall theatre production, Father of the Bride.
Mark your calendars for next year’s homecoming celebration on September 30–October 1.
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Congratulations to our 2015
Alumni Award Winners!

Honorary Alumnus of the Year

Alumna of the Year

Wayne Dickason, M.D.

Georgia (Hickman) Purdom, Ph.D. '94

Wayne Dickason practiced plastic and reconstructive surgery for
more than 30 years in Olympia, Washington. Dr. Dickason was
recognized for his dedication to missions and exceptional medical
work.

Georgia Purdom combines her passion for God’s Word and science
to educate others about science and creation as the Ministry
Content Administrator and a speaker/writer for Answers in
Genesis. Dr. Purdom was recognized for her dedication to Christcentered scientific education.

Distinguished Service Award

Distinguished Educator Award

W. David Warren, Ph.D. '64

James Phipps, Ph.D. '68

W. David Warren serves as the State Representative for the Ohio
Association of Regular Baptist Churches and is a member of the
Cedarville University Board of Trustees. Dr. Warren was recognized
for his dedication to faith and education.

James Phipps has had a long and distinguished career teaching
communications at Cedarville University. Dr. Phipps was recognized
for his dedication to both the University and his community.

Young Alumni of the Year
Jesse Lear '09
Travis Smith '09
Jesse Lear and Travis Smith are the co-founders and strategic
leaders of V.I.P. Waste, a Columbus, Ohio, business that gathers
and disposes of waste and recycling in apartment communities.
The startup has received multiple awards as a result of their
leadership. Lear and Smith were recognized for integrating their
faith into their successful business.

To read the full bios of our award winners or to nominate a worthy alumni for next year's awards, visit cedarville.edu/alumniawards.
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FRIENDS FOR LIFE
Look who we found on social media! Use #cvillefriendsforlife,
and you may be featured in an upcoming issue!

@

FOLLOW US!
@CVILLEALUMNI
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