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MakingofSa ense
		
MiddleEast
A

inConflict

gunman shouted “Allahu akbar!”
akbar”
(“Allah is great!”) as he threw
grenades at the United States Embassy
in Damascus, Syria. Within minutes,
minutes aa
car rigged with explosives was detonated,
leaving pools of human blood on the
sidewalk outside the embassy.
Embassy.
Sound familiar?
Serious conflicts in the Gaza
Strip, the West Bank, Israel,
Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, and
Iran fill our news virtually
every day. How should we,
as followers of Jesus Christ,
respond to the troubling news
around us?
At Cedarville University, we are
committed to helping believers
“make sense” of the critical
issues of our day. This
issue of TORCH seeks to
make sense of the Middle
East conflict — a tall
order, to say the least!
The challenges are as
complex as the people
are diverse.
It would be naive
to think that
in these few
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pages we can untangle what centuries of hatred
and distrust have created. Rather, our goals are
to shed light, to provoke thought, to offer fresh
views, and, most importantly, to encourage prayer.
This issue contains the thoughtful perspectives
of outstanding Cedarville professors, as well as
the stirring real-life stories of Cedarville family
members who have been directly affected by
the conflict. Sit back and see what they have to
share! Then, rise to the challenge to “make the
most of the opportunity.”
Equipping for lifelong leadership and service,

Dr. Bill Brown
Cedarville University President
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A Clash of

BY William BROWN, Ph.d.

Worldviews
“There are “T

Muslims, Jews,
and Christians in
the Middle East.
They all believe
in the same God,
don’t they? Why
can’t they get
along?
4

”
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here are Muslims, Jews, and Christians in the Middle
East. They all believe in the same God, don’t they? Why
can’t they get along?” The speaker, an atheist, could not
understand why religions that seem to be so closely aligned in belief
would not be drawn to friendship and collaboration. The worldview
perspective, however, helps us understand why this will never happen.
The three theistic religions jammed together in a small geographic area
form a critical mass that generates chain reactions of hatred and violence.
In other words, just believing in God is not enough.
The similarities are obvious. All three religions hold to a belief in a
personal God who created the world and revealed his character and will
in scriptures. The three religions agree that every person is ultimately
responsible to God and will be judged by him for their beliefs,
choices, and actions in this life. Of course, they disagree as to what the
authoritative scriptures are, but there is a great deal of overlap.
The major similarities stop here. The differences, combined with
political and historical conflicts, set the stage for today’s violence and
uncertainties. How each religion faces off against the others provides
some insights.

Judaism —
Christianity

have toward Christians. Two crucial
differences are at the heart of the conflict.

Christianity grew from the soil of Judaism
and in most respects is the fulfillment of
the prophecies and hopes of the Jewish
scriptures. Theologically, Christians see
Jews as “older brothers” in the outworking
of God’s plan for humanity. Evangelical
Christianity provides the most vigorous
political support for Israel as a nation.
However, Christians also see Jews as in need
of the salvation provided by God through
Jesus Christ, the predicted Messiah of
the Old Testament (Romans 9:30-10:4).
Conversely, Jews view Jesus as a prophet but
not as the promised Messiah and consider
Christianity a false extension of the Jewish
faith.

First, for Muslims, Jesus is merely one of
the 127,000 prophets Allah has sent into
the world. The message of Jesus has been
corrupted by Christians over the years. Jesus
did not die on the cross, but rather was
taken to Heaven by Allah. His life, ministry,
and death have nothing to do with God’s
reconciliation of the world. When Christians
proclaim the deity of Jesus and the exclusive

In spite of these theological differences, the
greatest goodwill among the three theistic
religions exists between the Jews and the
Christians.
Islam —
Christianity
Six centuries after Christ, Mohammed
developed a religion based upon a strict
monotheism and guided by rigorous
requirements and responsibilities.
Theologically, Islam conflicts with
Christianity at its very core. Muslims believe
that people are not inherently sinful but
have an equal ability to do good or evil.
Salvation is obtained by right beliefs and
actions. Holding to the tenets of Islam,
living a good life, and following the Five
Pillars may provide a place in Heaven.
Such a works-salvation approach differs
greatly from historic Christianity, but does
not explain the deep animosity Muslims

nature of His mediatory role in salvation,
Muslims see this as a direct affront to the
intricate moral code of their religion.
Second, to heighten the conflict, the most
visible evidence of the Muslim workssalvation picture is seen in the Islamic belief
that there is no difference between public
law and personal morality. Government and
religion are one. Islamic law is a seamless
system that is intended to govern all aspects
of social life — public and private. The fact
the “Christian America” tolerates (and in
the mind of the Islamic world, encourages)
immoral behavior in movies, music,
and television is a clear indication of the
blasphemous teachings of Christianity. It is
difficult for the Muslim mind to separate the
culture from the dominant religion of the
West. The Muslim desire to destroy those
Fall 2006 / TORCH
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growing number of political leaders and
terrorist groups in the region. There is no
middle ground to stand on to create even
the slightest détente.
But this kind of hatred and violence is
nothing new and certainly not unusual.
C.S. Lewis reminds us that such a conflict
“creates no absolutely new situation; it
simply aggravates the permanent human
situation so that we can no longer ignore it.”
Does God
Make a Difference?

MIKHAIL LEVIT / FOTOLIA

who promote such blatant immorality is in
keeping with the Islamic demand for public
moral purity. The Christian West is the
“great Satan” and deserving of destruction.
Islam — Judaism
The greatest conflict in the Middle East is
between the Jews and the Muslims (how’s
that for an understatement?). Muslims
obviously disagree with the theological
tenets of Judaism. But the issues in the
conflict are less about theology than about
politics and geography. The very presence of
a Jewish state in the Middle East has been
the single source of tension since the nation
of Israel was established after World War II.

So, if all three religions believe in God,
why can’t they get along? No doubt past
incidents of terrorism and war breed new
generations bent on hatred and destruction.
Resident Christians really play only a small
role in the Middle East conflict. Of the
260 million people who live in the region,
only five percent are Christians and almost
all of these belong to varieties of orthodox
or Catholic denominations and are not
involved in the religious and political
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Israel, a country slightly smaller than New
Jersey, consists of 6 million Jews surrounded
by 250 million Arab Muslims. In spite of
early Islamic teachings that “people of the
book” (Jews and Christians) are brothers,
destruction of Israel is the obsession of a
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What is missing in the conflict, however, is what
makes Christianity unique: grace. Grace is that
strangely Divine feature of biblical reconciliation
that transforms lives, restores relationships,
and topples kingdoms. Without grace, belief in
God can be destructive. God can be used as a
justification for the worst forms of prejudice and
terror.
But God will not allow His name to be a ruse for
destruction. The uniqueness of God incarnate
in the person of Jesus Christ reminds us that He
was here and walked the streets of the Middle
East. The fact that Jesus incited compassion
toward Samaritans and other hated groups takes
on a sense of urgency in light of the current
situation. He called us to love each other, even
enemies who hate us. Through His death on
the cross, the way is made open to God. We
are forgiven and are charged to forgive others.
Once-bitter enemies become brothers and sisters
(Colossians 3:11), and walls of division are torn
down (Ephesians 2:14).
Believing in God is not enough. It is a start, but
only if the fullness of God’s revelation in Christ
and His incredible grace guide us in truth to
peace. T
Dr. Bill Brown became
president of Cedarville
University in June 2003.
A graduate of the University of
South Florida, Brown holds a
master of theology degree and
Ph.D. from Dallas Theological Seminary. As a
nationally recognized expert in worldview, he has
authored three worldview-related books and is the
executive producer of the re:View worldview study
(www.re-films.com). Read his blog at
www.cedarville.edu/president.

DISCERN CULTURE.
KNOW TRUTH.

conflicts. Evangelical Protestants are almost
non-existent.

A REVOLUTIONARY
WORLDVIEW STUDY
FOR YOUR
STUDENT MINISTRY

XXXSFGJMNTDPN
Brought to you by the
educational leader in
biblical worldview

The first time you watch re:View, you’ll know it’s different.
Designed to be completely cutting-edge and relevant, re:View is a
revolutionary worldview study aimed at high school students. The film
series captures students’ attention through creative short films and
then follows up with engaging teaching segments led by Dr. Bill Brown,
president of Cedarville University. Through the study, students learn how
to discern the culture around them and engage it in a godly way.
The project, which was two years in the making, is the result of both
Brown’s desire to reach students and Producer/Director Mike Koerbel’s
determination to do it as professionally as possible. The donor-funded
series was a huge undertaking, requiring an estimated 27 days of filming,
46 locations from coast to coast, 64 main actors and actresses, and more
than 100 extras. But the work has resulted in re:View winning some of
the secular industry’s most prestigious honors — silver and bronze Tellys,
an Aegis, Aurora Gold Awards, and an Accolade.
Now that re:View is on the market, Brown and Koerbel look forward to
seeing what God will do through it. “God will use re:View in so many
ways — ways we don’t know are possible,” Koerbel shared. “Students
are analyzing the video and learning how to analyze culture. There’s no
way this would have happened without God. He’s going to do amazing
things.”
To learn more, visit www.re-films.com. TORCH readers receive a 20%
discount by entering “VILLE” as the discount code when placing an order.
Fall 2006 / TORCH
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I
The
Volatile
Middle East
By Frank Jenista, Ph.D.

mportant events have changed the
Middle East over the past year — the
victory of the radical party Hamas
in Palestinian elections, a month of
open warfare between Israel and Hezbollah
in Lebanon, determined pursuit of nuclear
technology by Iran, and continuing conflict
in Iraq. The consequences are potentially
enormous, and future directions are unclear.
Let’s take a brief look at the major players
and what may be ahead.

Israel

Last year, then-Prime Minister Ariel Sharon
took the dramatic step of removing Israeli
troops and settlements from Gaza, handing
control over to the Palestinian Authority as
part of a “land for peace” strategy intended
to create two states, Palestine and Israel,
living side by side in peace and security.
Despite this major Israeli initiative, rockets
continued to be fired into Israel from Gaza,
and radicals tunneled under the border to
kidnap an Israeli soldier, resulting in Israeli
attacks on radical leaders, the arrest of
Hamas party members, and the breakdown
of any progress toward a two-state solution.
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Red Sea
In 2000, as part of an earlier
“land for peace” effort, Israel
withdrew from southern Lebanon under terms of a United
Nations (UN) agreement which called for the disarmament
of all Lebanese militias and deployment of the Lebanese army
on the Israeli border. All Lebanese factions disarmed except
Hezbollah. Beyond that, Hezbollah forces took control of
southern Lebanon and prevented the Lebanese army from
moving to the Israeli border.

This summer, Hezbollah militants crossed the Israeli/Lebanon
border, ambushed an Israeli patrol, killed six, and took two
soldiers hostage. A month of intense fighting between Israel
and Hezbollah followed, resulting in thousands of Hezbollah
rockets fired into northern Israel, Israeli air strikes and ground
attacks in Lebanon, and hundreds of Israeli and thousands of
Lebanese casualties.
These two events, in Gaza and Lebanon, have fundamentally
redefined Israeli attitudes. Both of Israel’s “land for peace”
ventures resulted in “land for war,” discrediting Israeli factions
which favored a negotiated peace. The Palestinians are now led
by Hamas, a party which will neither recognize nor talk with
Israel. Hezbollah, like Hamas, is dedicated to the eradication
of the “Zionist entity” from what it sees as occupied Palestinian
land.
Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert ended up in political
trouble because his “land for peace” strategy failed and because
Israeli forces did not deliver a knockout blow to Hezbollah.
Because Hezbollah survived a month of combat against Israel,
LEFT: SUPERSTOCK

1095-1291 Christian Crusaders
from Europe come
to the Middle East
Baghdad
to fight the spread
of Islam.
SUPERSTOCK

CYPRUS

1897 The Zionist Organization is founded by Theodor Herzl
in Switzerland with theKUWAIT
goal of working towards
the establishment of a secure Kuwait
home for Jews in
Persian
Palestine.
Gulf

1922 The League of Nations issues a mandate to Britain to
establish a national home for Jews in Palestine.
1932 Iraq is recognized as an independent monarchy.
1944 France grants Lebanon full independence.
1945 Egypt, Iran, Lebanon, Syria, Saudi Arabia,
Transjordan, and northern Yemen form the Arab
League, which opposes the establishment of a
Jewish nation.
1946 Syria gains independence from France.
1948 The State of Israel is established.
1967 The Six-Day War is fought between Israel and the
Arab states.
1972 Israeli athletes are taken
hostage at the Olympic
Games in Munich.
1975 Civil war breaks out in
Lebanon between the
Christian majority and the
growing Muslim population.

SUPERSTOCK

Nicosia

Cairo

622 The Hijra: the prophet Mohammad flees from Mecca
IRAN
to Medina.

1977 Egyptian president Anwar al-Sadat becomes the first
Arab leader to visit Israel and signs the Camp David
agreement, making peace with Israel.
1979 Ninety people, including 63 Americans, are taken
hostage in the American Embassy in Tehran by
Iranian students.
1982 Israel invades Lebanon, forcing the PLO to leave the
country.
1988 A Palestine National Council proclaims the State of
Palestine.
continued on page 11
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the Israeli military’s aura of invincibility has been
significantly damaged, perhaps encouraging others
to confront Israel in the future.
The Bottom Line
“Land for peace” is dead. “No compromise” hardliners are in the ascendancy, supported by a strong
majority of Israeli opinion. Israeli settlements are
not likely to be removed from the West Bank, as
previously anticipated. A security fence will soon
surround all Palestinian areas. Peace negotiations
with Palestinians are unlikely for the foreseeable
future.

Palestinians

The return of Gaza to Palestinian control was
an opportunity for the Palestinian Authority to
demonstrate its capacity to govern. Just a year
ago, many hoped that Palestinian success in Gaza
would lead to negotiations on the West Bank and
continued movement toward the two-state solution
envisioned by the international community.

SAMUEL ARANDA /AFP/ GETTY IMAGES

Instead, radicals continued to attack Israel from
within Gaza, and the Palestinians elected as
their leaders the Hamas party, which refuses to
recognize Israel or any previous Israeli-Palestinian
agreements. As a result, the West has withheld
hundreds of millions of dollars in annual financial
support to the Palestinian Authority — which is
now broke. Salaries have not been paid for months,
and unemployment is at more than 50 percent.
Rocket attacks, attempted suicide bombings, and
the kidnapping of soldiers resulted in Israeli attacks

10
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on radicals and their Gaza infrastructure. Much
of the Hamas leadership was arrested and, within
Gaza, firefights have broken out among competing
Palestinian factions.
The Bottom Line
The past year has been a complete disaster for
Palestinians. In addition to all the crises listed above
(most of them self-inflicted), any opportunity for
Palestinians to achieve an independent state has
vanished from the horizon.

Lebanon

Hezbollah (literally the “Party of God”) was created
among Lebanese Shiites in the early 1980s by the
revolutionary Shiite regime in Iran. (Shiites make
up about one-third of the Lebanese population.)
Hezbollah preaches the eradication of Israel and is
supported by Iran to the tune of hundreds of millions
of dollars per year. Those dollars (and numerous
social programs) buy a lot of allegiance among the
poor Lebanese Shiite community, while Iranian
weapons and training have produced a formidable
guerrilla army — as the Israelis discovered. Over the
years, Hezbollah carved out for itself a “state within a
state,” occupying the Israeli border, much of southern
Lebanon, and the southern suburbs of Beirut. In
those areas, Hezbollah, not the Lebanese government,
is the authority.
Hezbollah put up stronger resistance to Israel
than any previous Arab force, winning itself
great popularity in the Muslim world. Photos of
the charismatic Hezbollah leader Nasrallah now
adorn walls and T-shirts across the Middle East.
Iranian President Ahmedinejad led demonstrations
celebrating Hezbollah’s “great victory over Israel.”
Once the fighting stopped, however, problems
quickly surfaced. Israeli forces killed 500 to 700 of
Hezbollah’s 3,000 fighters and destroyed much of
southern Beirut as well as Shiite villages/Hezbollah
strong points in southern Lebanon. (Iran quickly
provided hundreds of millions of U.S. dollars for
Hezbollah to hand out to its followers, to try to
ensure their continuing loyalty.)

The Bottom Line
Despite basking in short-term adulation within the Muslim/
Arab world, Hezbollah is under significant pressure. Most
Sunni Arab states (such as Egypt, Jordan, and Saudi Arabia)
are not happy that their traditional Persian (Iranian) Shiite
enemies have created this armed puppet within an Arab
state. The Sunni Arabs are already actively supporting both
Lebanese and UN efforts to erode Hezbollah’s influence.
Within Lebanon, the Christian/Sunni/Druze majority will
also be delighted to undermine Hezbollah. It is conceivable,
therefore, that the net result of the Israeli/Hezbollah conflict
will be a substantially weakened Hezbollah and much
improved Israeli security on its northern border.

Iraq

In recent months, the plans of al-Qaida in Iraq to provoke
sectarian conflict between the majority Shiites (60 percent)
and minority Sunnis (20 percent), have borne unfortunate
fruit. The destruction by al-Qaida (which is Sunni) of one
of the Shiites’ most important shrines provoked the desired
retaliation by Shiites against Sunnis. Since then many Iraqis
have been killed simply because they were from the wrong
Islamic sect.

1990 Iraq invades Kuwait.
1991 The 25-year Civil War in Lebanon ends.
1991 A U.S.-led military
coalition removes Iraqi
forces from Kuwait.
SUPERSTOCK

1994 Jordan signs a peace
treaty with Israel.
1995 The U.S. imposes oil and
trade sanctions against Iran.
1995 Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin is assassinated.
1996 Islamic fundamentalist Osama bin Laden is
welcomed by the ruling Taliban in Afghanistan.
1999 The Israelis and Palestinians sign a revised deal
aimed at reviving the Middle East peace process.
2000 Israel withdraws troops
from South Lebanon.
2001 Terrorists loyal to Osama
bin Laden attack the U.S.
World Trade Center and
the Pentagon.

SUPERSTOCK

Further, by kidnapping Israeli soldiers, Hezbollah plunged
Lebanon into war and economic disaster without the
consultation or approval of either the Lebanese people or the
Lebanese government. Since the end of hostilities, Nasrallah
publicly admitted that he did not think Israel would react
so strongly to his attack on their forces — but this “oops”
apology does not comfort most Lebanese.

1989 Osama bin Laden develops the al-Qaida network.

2001 U.S. troops invade
Afghanistan, and the
Taliban flees.
2003 U.S. troops invade Iraq;
Saddam Hussein is
captured later in the year.

SUPERSTOCK

As diplomats know, the devil is in the details, but if the terms
of the UN agreement are carried out in coming months (and
this is a big if ), Hezbollah’s current status as an independent,
armed actor within Lebanon could be significantly eroded.

Timeline (continued)

2005 Israeli forces and settlers
depart, leaving Gaza in
Palestinian control.
2006 The radical group Hamas
wins the Palestinian
elections.
2006 Palestinians from Gaza
kidnap an Israeli soldier.
Hezbollah crosses
the border to ambush
an Israeli patrol and kidnaps two soldiers. Israel
retaliates against both.
Adapted from the WGBH Education Foundation timeline at
www.pbs.org/wgbh/globalconnections/mideast/timeline/index.html
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ABID KATIB /AFP/ GETTY IMAGES

Beyond that, the terms of the UN agreement to end the
fighting are problematic for Hezbollah and its anti-Israeli
agenda. The Lebanese army and a strongly reinforced UN
force is taking control of the Israeli border and southern
Lebanon, complicating and perhaps preventing Hezbollah
efforts to confront Israel directly. The UN resolution also calls
(for the third time) for the disarming of Hezbollah and for
an embargo against the entry of any weapons except those for
the Lebanese government.

Left: Militias have increased their influence
in Iraq, and sectarian violence has spread
throughout much of the region. The possibility
of civil war between Sunni and Shiite has been
close to erupting.
Below: Coalition forces track down insurgents
that have been launching attacks against the
elected government of Iraq.

Iraqi and coalition forces have focused their
efforts against the death squads and the armed
militias carrying out these atrocities. The
elected Iraqi government recognizes that, unless
controlled, these sectarian revenge killings could
result in the civil war hoped for by al-Qaida.
The key to a stable Iraq is gradual expansion of
the new government’s ability to provide security
and effective governance, working with the U.S.
and other international allies. The threats to
Iraq’s future come not only from al-Qaida terrorists
and Sunni militants, but from within the Shiite
majority itself. Shiite Iran would very much like to
have an important influence within Iraq and has
funded and encouraged the formation of militias
like the Mahdi Army of radical Shiite Muqtada
al-Sadr. Al-Sadr is trying to create a Hezbollah-like
state within Iraq, permitting him to participate
politically in the new democracy of Iraq while
simultaneously maintaining an armed force which
can trump government control within al-Sadr’s
home areas.
History is important: After World War II, with
no insurgency underway, it took four years for
Germany to have a democratic constitution and
elected government. MacArthur needed seven
years to create a Japanese democracy. In three and
a half years, despite ferocious resistance and suicide
bombers, the Iraqis have written a constitution

12
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and elected a government. They deserve patient
and determined support while they work toward a
successful, stable democracy.
The Bottom Line
It is essential that the democratic forces in Iraq win.
Permitting Shiite radicals or al-Qaida terrorists to
gain control of Iraq and its oil resources would be a
disaster for U.S. interests and destroy hopes of any
moderate future in the Middle East. A precipitate U.S.
departure from Iraq would produce just such a result.

Iran

Iran is ruled by a radical theocracy dedicated to
leadership of the Muslim world, hegemony in the
Middle East, and the destruction of Israel and the
United States. (President Ahmedinejad recently led
thousands in public chants of “Death to America.”)
Iran is spending tens of billions of dollars on
armaments and the determined pursuit of nuclear
TOP: MAHMUD HAMS /AFP/ GETTY IMAGES; BELOW: SUPERSTOCK

weapons. It already has the biggest missile inventory
in the entire Middle East, along with large numbers
of chemical and biological weapons.
President Ahmedinejad is a follower of one of the
most apocalyptic Islamic sects. He believes that the
12th (or Hidden) Imam, the Mahdi, will return at
a time of total chaos to bring peace (and Islam) to
the world. Worse, his sect appears to believe that the
Mahdi’s return can be accelerated by creating the
apocalyptic situation necessary for him to appear.
The Bottom Line
Iran has radical ambitions and billions of dollars in
oil wealth to support them. It is the number-one
state supporter of terrorism and accepts none of the
accepted rules of warfare. Internally, it refers to its
anticipated nuclear weapon as the “Islamic bomb.”
In short, the Iranian regime has both the money
and the motivation to confront the world and
demonstrates no hesitation about creating (or, indeed,
incurring) mass casualties. Iran is by far the greatest
danger to the Middle East — and the world — today.

An ancient curse says, “May you live in
interesting times.” Welcome to interesting
times. T
Cedarville University alumnus
Dr. Frank Jenista served as
an American diplomat for 25
years and is currently professor
of international studies at the
University. During the summer,
he often returns to duty with the
U.S. State Department, is regularly invited to speak
at the U.S. Marine War College, and last year studied
terrorism and counterterrorism in Israel.

Earn your M.Ed. at
“If you stop growing today, you
stop teaching tomorrow.”
—Howard Hendricks

Tuition scholarships make our

GRADUATE EDUCATION

affordable. Mentoring faculty and convenient modules
make it the right choice!
Call 1-888-CEDARVILLE (233-2784)
or visit www.cedarville.edu/graduate
for registration information.

The Cedarville University graduate program is accredited by the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools (www.ncahlc.org) and the Association of
Christian Schools International (ACSI).
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Israel, My Homeland
By David Shkedi

T

o say that I represent the whole Israeli
population, which is a melting pot of Jews
from different ethnicities and backgrounds,
Arabs (Muslims and Christians), Druze, and
Bedouin, is presumptuous at the very least and quite
dangerous at best. It took Hezbollah to do what no
other leader has been able to do — unite the people
of Israel, even if for a short time and on a single
issue — defending the Northern border.

again while going to and from work. It wasn’t hard
making the decision to stay at home some days
rather than risking life, even though every shekel
was needed for living. One day during the war,
my brother received word that his good friend was
injured in battle and was taken to a hospital in Tsfat
(an hour north of Tiberias). He begged my parents
to allow him to take the car to visit his friend. My
parents refused, for they knew that Tsfat was one of
the main Hezbollah targets and
was being hit constantly. But
my brother was determined and
decided to risk his life to journey
there on a public bus.
Do Israelis hate Lebanon? On
the contrary. They have no issue
with Lebanon or the Lebanese
people. We even had an ally

All these Israeli people groups live in the North
and were personally involved by either having a
member of their family or community in the Israeli
Defense Forces (IDF) in the war or by experiencing
the threat of personal death and destruction from
Katyusha rockets and other weapons. As a result
of the threat, people were forced to stay in bomb
shelters all day, every day, or risk their lives going to
work, buying groceries, or just getting a breath of
fresh air. Sirens went off constantly, indicating the
next rocket attack and giving only a few minutes
to find cover. Consequently, many transferred their
families south, out of the reach of the rockets, into
the homes of family members and friends. Others
chose to stay, refusing to be pushed out of their
homes by the “neighborhood bully.”
My family, which lives near Tiberias, found
themselves driving down “Katyusha alley” time and
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for years in one of the Christian sects in South
Lebanon. The question arises, then, why hasn’t
Lebanon dismantled Hezbollah? Perhaps they fear
another civil war when they have yet to recover from
the last one. Who could blame them?
But, if Lebanon won’t fight Hezbollah, Israel will.
In doing so, we will use tactics that demonstrate a
high respect for life, even our enemy’s. T
David Shkedi grew up in Israel and served 10 years of
active duty in the Israeli Defense Forces with the rank
of captain. He and his wife, Cedarville alumna Emily
(Wheeler), reside in Ohio. To read more of Shkedi’s
perspectives, visit www.cedarville.edu/torch.
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Lebanon, My Homeland
By Cosette Fox, Ph.D.

I

was born in the east part of Beirut right at
the beginning of the civil war. The first 15
years of my life were all spent in war until
my mother, brother, and I immigrated to Canada
when I was 15.
I thank the Lord that I did not
have to witness the war of July 12
to August 14, 2006. However, I
dreaded every moment of it, not
only because of the memories it
brought to my mind, but also
because during the first two weeks
of that war, both my parents
and numerous members of my
extended family were in Lebanon.
Praise the Lord that my father, his
wife, and two children, who all
have American citizenship, were
able to leave Lebanon on the last
ship that transferred Americans
to Cyprus. On the other hand, my mother and
her husband stayed in the Christian part of Beirut,
which was not directly hit, but the bombing was so
close that while talking to my mother on the phone
one night, I could hear the chilling sound of bombs
exploding. Throughout this summer, I had to bring
my worries and fears for the safety of my parents
to the Lord over and over, committing them to His
hands. The Lord in His grace kept all my immediate
and extended family members safe.
So what do I think of the war in Lebanon? There is
no war that is good. War always brings devastation,
death, and sorrow. After Prime Minister Hariri
rebuilt most of Beirut, the Lebanese were happy
and hoped that the country would never see war
again. However, the war of this past summer stole
that blossoming sense of security from the Lebanese
hearts.
James 4 says that pride promotes strife and war. Ask
any Lebanese and he or she will tell you that pride
and selfishness are the causes of all the wars this
TOP: JAAFAR ASHTIYEH /AFP/ GETTY IMAGES; BELOW: SAID KHATIB /AFP/ GETTY IMAGES

tiny country has gone through in the last 30 years.
Fortunately, the new Lebanese generation is trying
to transmit the message that war is not the solution
— communication and discussions are.

I pray that the war of summer 2006 would be the
last war the Lebanese would ever see. I also pray that
the Christians in Lebanon would live out what their
identity implies and that they would be salt and
light in the darkness for Jesus Christ’s glory. T
Dr. Cosette Fox serves as assistant professor of
psychology, having joined the Cedarville University
faculty in the fall of 2006. She earned her B.S. in
biology, her B.A. in psychology, and her Ph.D. in
experimental psychology. To read more of Fox’s
perspectives, visit www.cedarville.edu/torch.
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Political
Fallout:

Terrorism and
Our National
Political
Conversation
By Mark Caleb Smith, Ph.D.

It was surreal, like a movie.
My father was a chaplain in the Air Force
when it happened. We were living in
Virginia, and he was called to the Pentagon
the next day. His job was to take the family
members of those killed to a morgue so they
could identify the bodies. One man, who was
there to see if his brother was dead, started
singing hymns and praising God when he
saw the burned building.
I remember when the members of Congress
stood on the steps of Capitol Hill and sang
“God Bless America.”
I was scheduled to go with my youth group
on an evangelism trip to New York City
the day after it happened. We decided to go
anyway. Usually, when you share the gospel
on the street, almost all the people tune you
out. On that day, only one or two of us had
anyone who wouldn’t talk to us.
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O

n the fifth anniversary of September 11,
my students reflected on the horror. Their
memories varied. Some of them had
personal connections to the terror or its aftermath,
and others viewed the events through the prism of
television images. Regardless of what tethered each
of us to that day, we are still sorting through terror’s
effects.
Threat levels, Guantanamo Bay, WMDs, al-Qaida,
and bin Laden were terms once reserved for the
ultra-informed, but they now invade our everyday
language. September 11, 2001, has, it seems,
changed the way we talk.
Terrorism has also changed our national political
conversation. Congress’ unity, recalled by the
one student, was short-lived. While terrorism has
dominated our politics in the past five years, the
issue has not produced a political consensus. The
schism so apparent after the historic presidential
election in 2000 has only grown. As of this writing,
Republicans are still in control of the federal
government, and Democrats, desperately hoping to
unseat the GOP in 2006 and 2008, seem to speak
past, and not to, one another.
TOP: SUPERSTOCK BELOW: SANDRA HENDERSON / FOTOLIA

We are fighting a War on Terror, but just as our
leaders are unable to reach a consensus on terrorism,
our nation is ambivalent about the war, which is far
different from our past conflicts. We have not instituted
a draft, nor have we organized our economy around the
struggle. We have not celebrated our heroes in the same
fashion as past generations, who were nourished on the
daring leadership of MacArthur and Patton and the
battlefield courage of Audie Murphy and Alvin York.
To the popular mind, as embodied by media coverage,
this war has had precious few heroes. The families of
those who serve are left to celebrate alone the feats of
the living and the sacrifices of the dead.
Politically, the impact of September 11 has been
muddled. There are at least three reasons why this
is the case.
Fall 2006 / TORCH
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First, terrorism has become prominent
in an era of tight party competition. Since

1968, neither political party has been able to
exercise control over our governmental system; we
have had either divided government, where one
party controls the presidency and another controls
at least one house of Congress, or very slim margins
of control. Republicans have not enlarged their
majorities in Congress since they took control in
1994, so every subsequent election could be the
one that shifts Congress from one party to another.
This dynamic makes every topic explosive, and it
discourages bipartisanship. Therefore, terrorism,
immigration, energy, health care, and Social
Security, all issues that require bold, comprehensive
solutions, float in a turbulent political sea.

Second, America’s two political parties
have become more polarized. There is

growing evidence that Republicans and Democrats
are more ideologically and spiritually divided than
in the past. Historically, both parties have had
sizable numbers of conservatives, moderates, and
liberals. During the past quarter-century, however,

In 2004, Cedarville University launched the Center for Political
Studies (CPS) to articulate a biblical view of government through
the study of politics, law, history, and public policy and to
engage and influence American political culture. Students have
opportunities to participate in innovative programs sponsored by
the Center, including the Cedarville Roundtable, student research,
and a summer scholars program.
This past spring, the CPS did a Webcast of on-campus
lectures by Zakaria Fellah, a former U.N. representative
and expert on terrorism. The Center also sponsored a spring
Roundtable addressing the theme “Why Johnny Can’t Be Moral:
Education and Virtue in America’s Democracy.”
The CPS is directed by Dr. Mark Caleb Smith, assistant professor of
political science. To find out more, visit www.cedarville.edu/cps.
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We cannot recognize
our heroes because
we cannot agree on
the justice of their
cause.
Republicans have become more conservative
and Democrats more liberal. At the same time,
Democrats are more secular and Republicans more
religious. Taken together, our two political parties
are developing separate, and nearly opposing, views
of the world.

Third, our nation (and its leaders) have
not arrived at a collective understanding
of terrorism. The past five years have witnessed

extended arguments about the causes and
consequences of the violence being perpetrated
against us and our troops. Though we are in
desperate need of answers, because of our inability
to reach a national accord, we are left only with
questions. Why do so many young men (and a few
women) kill themselves in the hope of killing us?
Does economic hopelessness motivate them or is
it their faith? How do you treat nations that are
sympathetic with, or directly aid, terrorists? Should
our nation respond with war or with international
law enforcement? Are we willing to give up some
measure of our own liberties to combat terrorists?
These questions persist because instead of bringing
unity, terrorism has revealed our differences. We
cannot recognize our heroes because we cannot
agree on the justice of their cause. We cannot agree
on the role of Islam in terrorism because so many
of us are unwilling to make religious and moral
judgments about other faiths and cultures. We
cannot determine our nation’s proper policy path

From the President’s Office
because we cannot agree on common standards
of truth and falsehood, or even good and evil.

A Clear Commitment to Truth

Our recent past and near future may seem
bleak, but as believers, we cannot succumb to
our times. Christians can speak truth in love
in the hope of leading our fellow citizens to
a better future. Our nation is in dire need of
moral clarity as it attempts to define the roots
of terrorism. At the same time, our values,
both religious and political, ought to point us
toward a proper and measured response.

C

Perhaps most critically, Christians must help
Americans keep politics and terrorism in their
proper perspective. No candidate’s victory or
defeat has ever saved or lost a soul. Crafting
the right policies will not revive a culture. Put
differently, politics is not life and death, but
terrorism could be. There is seemingly no limit
to what terrorists might do to inflict harm on
their victims. Instead of cowering in the fear
of what might happen, Christians must rest in
the sovereignty of God and take comfort and
courage in the fact that His justice is eternal. T

• Objective truth exists apart from its recognition by humans.
• The Bible, God’s Word, is truth — inspired, infallible, and 		
inerrant.
• Believers can know the meaning of the Bible with 			
understanding adequate to
• be assured of their salvation
• live by faith in obedience to God, and
• affirm the conclusions essential to the Christian faith,
which we hold as non-negotiable and upon which we
unswervingly base our hope.

Dr. Mark Caleb Smith
is assistant professor
of political science at
Cedarville University and
director of the University’s
Center for Political Studies
(www.cedarville.edu/cps).
He holds degrees from Bryan College, Trinity
Evangelical Divinity School, and the University
of Georgia. His primary research interests are in
religion and American politics.

edarville University exists to educate students through the
presentation of a distinctly biblical worldview. Education in
all the disciplines is permeated with a commitment to viewing
Scripture as the ultimate guide in the pursuit of truth.
In our culture, however, both the truth of Scripture and objective
truth in general are being questioned. Society is sometimes
skeptical of the ability to know anything about the world or the
Bible. These issues have risen to such a level that they cannot be
ignored, prompting us as a university to clarify our position on
truth and to what degree it may be known.
The University has produced a statement that affirms the following:

If you would like to read the complete statement, go to
www.cedarville.edu/truthdoc.

Seeking Public Comment

C

edarville University is seeking comments from the public 		
about the University in preparation for its periodic evaluation
by its regional accrediting agency. The University will undergo a
comprehensive evaluation visit March 19-21, 2007, by a team
representing the Higher Learning Commission of the North
Central Association of Colleges and Schools. Cedarville University
has been accredited by the commission since 1975. The team will
review the institution’s ongoing ability to meet the commission’s
criteria for accreditation and general institutional requirements.
The public is invited to submit comments regarding the
University. Comments must address substantive matters related to
the quality of the institution or its academic programs. Comments
must be in writing and signed; comments cannot be treated as
confidential. All comments must be received by February 19,
2007. Send comments to:
Public Comment on Cedarville University
The Higher Learning Commission
North Central Association of Colleges and Schools
30 North LaSalle Street, Suite 2400
Chicago, IL 60602
Note: Individuals with a specific dispute or grievance with an institution should request the separate Policy on Complaints
document from the commission office. The Higher Learning Commission cannot settle disputes between institutions and
individuals. Complaints will not be considered third-party comment.
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Praying for the
Impossible
By Closed Door Ministries
A Wake-Up Call

O

n September 11, 2001,
America got a wakeup call to the world of
the persecuted church. For
the first time, radical Islam
came into the living rooms of
everyday Americans. Our nation
embarked on a journey of sorrow
and pain. It is not often that a
nation corporately experiences
the same emotions and becomes
one. Suffering has a way of
sifting through the fluff and
differences of life, bringing all to
the bottom line — the deepest,
simplest meaning of life.
Floodgates opened for
opportunities to discuss the
meaning of life and death. Not
only were Americans appalled by
the carnage, but many Muslims
were humiliated that their own
people in the name of their faith
conducted acts of unspeakable
violence and horror. While
America stood united in pain,
the Muslim world was suddenly
divided. Their reaction was
similar to ours when someone
blows up an abortion clinic in
the name of Christ. Our Muslim
partners called us (Closed Door
Ministries) together to apologize,
to lay flowers at our embassies,
and to weep.
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Working in lands steeped
in Islam, Buddhism, and
Hinduism, our greatest
passion at Closed Door
Ministries is to take the True and
Living God to men, women, and
children who live lives controlled
by fear and who have never
heard the Good News.

The Mountains Cried Out
in Praise
In a faraway Muslim land
rumored to harbor Osama
bin Laden, there lived a man
whose purpose in life was to
persecute Christians. He took
literally the words of the Prophet
Muhammad in the Quran and
Hadith that commanded him
to “fight and slay the pagans”
and “to fight with people until
they agree … then their blood
and buildings are safe.” Each
day he waited with his friends,
attacking believers and burning
their Bibles, urinating on them,
threatening to cut out their
tongues if they used them to
share Christ. These believers
never backed down in the face
of pain, but stubbornly clung to
their God.
The Muslim man took a Bible,
determined to read it and argue

against it. The Living Word
never returns void, and he was
miraculously transformed,
bowing the knee to the God of
Abraham, Isaac, and Ishmael.
Immediately he shared his
faith with his family and was
jailed for 12 months. As he was
tortured and ordered to recant,
he stubbornly clung to his
newfound Savior and Friend and
welcomed death.
On the day he was to be
executed for blasphemy, a
noose around his neck, a knock
came at the prison door. An
unexplainable court order for
his release was presented. He
changed his name to Lazarus,
believing that God brought him
back from the edge of death to
roam the mountains of Pakistan
proclaiming the True and Living
God.
This is a true story of a Saul-toPaul, a walking testimony that
the impossible is possible to an
all-powerful God. God calls us to
believe Him for the impossible.
TOP: SUPERSTOCK

Can we look upon the face of
the unlovely, maybe even stare
into the face of evil, America’s
Enemy #1, and pray for the very
soul of Osama bin Laden to find
the True and Living God? God
changed a heart once on the
road to Damascus; He can do it
again and again in the caves of
Afghanistan and the mountains
of Pakistan. Would you pray
every day for the salvation of
Osama bin Laden?

Once Upon A Time A Man
Searched for Truth
Once upon a time, there was
a man who searched for truth.
He went to many faiths looking
for truth, but he found only
religion, no relationship with
the Living God. He even went
to Christians, and the tragedy
of history is that he went away
disillusioned.
He became the Prophet
Mohammed, the founder of
Islam, the second largest religion
in the world. Today there are 1
billion Muslims because the
Nestorian Christians he
approached were terrible
examples of who Christ was.
History could have been
rewritten if he had found even
one believer who so shone with
the love of Christ that his life was
transformed. It wouldn’t have
taken a church full or a seminary
full of learned theologians — just
one believer that was Christ with
skin on, one person that so lived
his life and faith before men that
they saw his good works and
glorified the one True God.

What Does This Have to Do
With Me?
When the lost around you look
at your life, do they see just
another religion or do they see a
vital relationship with the Living
God? What kind of ambassador
are you? Are you Christ with
skin on? As the teeming masses
of the lost fly past your vision on
the TV or plane or subway, do
you despair? Are you tempted
to say, “I’m only one person; the
job is impossible”? Remember,
Christ would have died for even
just one of those people. He died
for you, redeeming you from the
slave market of sin and making
you His own son or daughter,
royalty in his Kingdom.
May we never stand before
God’s throne responsible for
even one person turning away
from Christ. May He never find
us guilty of causing one person
to walk into a Christless eternity
because of our poor examples.
Use the suffering of life, the
September 11s, to re-examine
your friendships, your walk, and
your witness.

This article was submitted by Closed
Door Ministries (CDM), an
international ministry committed to
courageous believers who are obeying
Scripture in lands of the persecuted
church. CDM starts or partners with
ministries behind closed doors,
believing that nationals reach their
own most effectively. The organization
then resources ministries and starts
businesses alongside to fund their costs,
making them sustainable and
independent. The president of CDM
is a Cedarville alumnus who has lived
and worked in the Islamic world for
25 years. For more information, visit
www.closeddoorministries.org or
call 616-365-1146.
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On November 12, 2006,
Christians everywhere will unite
to pray on the International
Day of Prayer for the Persecuted
Church. Join with us in
partnering and praying as if
we were in chains ourselves, as
Scripture commands us. T
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“Behold, Days are Coming ...”

By Thomas H. Cragoe, Th.D.

T

he Lord said, “Behold, days are
coming … when I will fulfill the
good word which I have spoken
concerning the house of Israel …”
(Jer. 33:14, NASB). Events that involve
the nation of Israel have inherent prophetic
significance for at least four reasons.
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First, the Middle East conflict is significant
because it reminds us that Israel is central to
God’s plan for the future.
On six separate occasions God clearly told Abraham
His prophetic plan and intention (Gen. 12:1-3, 7;
13:14-18; 15:4-5, 13-18; 17:1-8; 18:17-19; 22:1518). This same plan was repeated both to Isaac
(Gen. 26:4, 23-24) and Jacob (Gen. 28:14-15; 35:912). God has bound Himself by solemn oath to

perform His promise to Abraham. In this covenant,
God promised Abraham three things — possession
of the land of Canaan (Gen. 17:8; 15:18-21), an
heir of the promise (a son, Gen. 17:19), and that
he would become a great nation (Gen. 12:2; 13:16;
15:5). Furthermore, God revealed that it would be
through Israel that all nations of the earth would be
blessed (Gen. 12:3). As a result, it is this covenant
that provides the prophetic blueprint for God’s
entire program for human history. God is working
to fulfill this covenant in all its aspects when Christ
returns at His second coming to establish His
earthly kingdom for 1,000 years. At that time, the
believing nation of Israel will possess the Promised
Land under the rule of Jesus Christ, the promised
son of Abraham, who is also the Son of David
(Ps. 2:4-9; 110:1-7; Isa. 11:1-9; Luke 1:32-33;
Rom. 11:25-29).
Because of the strategic place of Israel in God’s
plan, current events that involve Israel take on a
heightened importance. Whether the restoration of
Israel as a nation in 1948 or the reinstitution of a
functioning Sanhedrin in January 2005, events in
Israel have significant prophetic implications.
Second, the Middle East conflict is significant
because it reminds us that these Israeli conflicts
are predicted.
The prophet Daniel predicted that Israel would
experience “great conflict,” warfare and turmoil,
during the entire era between the first coming and
the second coming of Christ (Dan. 9:26b; 10:1).
Even in ancient times, Israel had Middle Eastern
enemies whose stated resolve was “Come, and let
us wipe them out as a nation, that the name of
Israel be remembered no more” (Ps. 83:4). Hence,
the Word of God reliably describes the fact that
from the time of Christ’s ascension to the time of
His second coming, Israel will be subject to great
suffering and seasons of warfare that will even
threaten her existence.
The Bible also predicts that, at some point in the
future, the Middle East turmoil will be successfully
brought to an end by a peace treaty (Dan. 9:27).

The person who negotiates this treaty will arise out
of the region formerly controlled by the Roman
Empire (Dan. 7:7-8, 20, 23-25). Referred to as the
Antichrist, his ability to bring peace to the Middle
East testifies to his great military power and political
influence (Dan. 11:36-39). During this era, Israel
will dwell with a false sense of security in the land,
and temple worship will be restored. In light of
this, it is prophetically significant that the Temple
Institute was founded in 1987 for the expressed
purpose of building the temple on Mount Moriah
in Jerusalem. In April 2001, a red heifer was born in
Israel — the animal sacrifice prescribed by the Law
to purify the restored sanctuary (Num. 19:1-10).
However, this future peace is going to be shortlived, in that the Antichrist will break his treaty
three and one-half years after making it (Dan. 9:27).
Scripture predicts that the present Middle East
conflict is but an ominous portent of an even greater
time of future distress, a “time of distress such as
never occurred since there was a nation [of Israel]
until that time” (Dan. 12:1). Our Lord predicted
this future time would be characterized by great
tribulation, a time of global war and tumult “such
has not occurred since the beginning of the world
until now” (Matt. 24:21). Thus, the present Middle
East conflict is but a foretaste of the worst era of
human suffering this world will ever experience —
the Great Tribulation. During this three and onehalf year period, believers will be martyred (Rev.
20:4), two-thirds of Israelis will be slain (Zech.
13:7-9), and one-third of the world’s population
will be destroyed (Rev. 9:15).
Third, the Middle East conflict is significant
because it reminds us that the Lord is in control
amid peril.
Political instability, societal unrest, and economic
crisis are pointed reminders that we live in a fallen
world. Often they result in a sense of despair and
hopelessness that causes people to turn to the true
and living God for help (II Chron. 20:7-9; Isa. 45:7,
22-23; Acts 17:24-28). One of the major themes of
the Book of Daniel is the fact that the Lord is
absolutely sovereign over human history (Dan. 4:25,
Fall 2006 / TORCH
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34-35) and that He acts in power to deliver those
who trust in Him (Dan. 6:25-27).
Therefore, while the Jews are indeed God’s covenant
people, national Israel has rejected Jesus Christ as
her Messiah. God made it very clear to the nation
that lack of faith and disobedience would result in
divine chastening and removal from the Promised
Land (Deut. 28:64-66; 30:1-10). Sadly, while the
Israelis are fighting valiantly to protect their land,
they do so in unbelief. Relying upon their military
and their rituals, they have forsaken the true and
living God as revealed in their Messiah, Jesus
(Isa. 53:3; Matt. 27:25). As a result, all such efforts
are ultimately doomed to failure. God is in the
process of chastening His beloved people, Israel
(Luke 21:24; Rom. 11:1-11). While individual
Jews regularly come to faith in Christ through
the witness of the Church, Israel as a nation has
hardened her heart against God (Rom. 11:25). The
Middle East conflict serves to remind us that peace
can only come through faith in Christ. One day
national Israel will turn to her Messiah, Jesus Christ,
in repentance and faith (Zech. 12:10; Rom. 11:2527). At the second coming, our Lord will decisively
intervene on Israel’s behalf, delivering her from
her oppressors, restoring her to the full boundaries
of the Promised Land, and ushering in a time of
unparalleled peace and prosperity in the kingdom
(Isa. 2:2-4; 11:1-16; Dan. 7:13-14; 12:1).
Finally, the Middle East conflict is significant
because it reminds us that believers are to be
constantly prepared.
The Bible reveals that Christ is coming for His
Church (in an event commonly called the rapture)
prior to His coming to establish the kingdom
promised to Israel (the second coming). While the
Middle East conflict is prophetically significant, it
is not a sign for Christ’s coming in the rapture. The
rapture can occur at any moment and is a signless
event. Like a master who suddenly returns from
his trip (Luke 19:11-27) and a thief who arrives
unexpectedly in the night (I Thess. 5:2), Christ is
going to return without warning. All is ready —
nothing must happen before Christ can return. So
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whether the war in the Middle East intensifies or
diminishes, we are to be constantly “looking for the
blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our
great God and Savior, Christ Jesus” (Titus 2:13).
As we look, there is to be an attitude of eagerness, a
strong yearning for our Lord to return (Phil. 3:20).
This positive attitude of expectation should motivate
us to purify ourselves (I John 3:3), living righteous
and godly lives (Titus 2:12). It should also motivate
us as aliens in this world and ambassadors for Christ
to proclaim the good news that Jesus Christ, God’s
Son, died for our sins and rose again (II Cor. 5:1821). For it is only through faith in Him that true
and abiding peace is possible (Col. 1:19-20).
Dr. Tom Cragoe is chair of the
department of biblical education
and associate professor of Bible at
Cedarville University. He joined
the University faculty in 2001 and
holds degrees from Wheaton College
and Dallas Theological Seminary.
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Little, Douglas (University of North Carolina Press,
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Christians for Israel International is a spiritual movement
of Christians who recognize the return of the Jewish people
to Israel as fulfillment of biblical prophecy and a major sign
pointing toward the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Contender Ministries — The Middle East
http://www.contenderministries.org/middleeast.php
Israel My Beloved
http://www.israelmybeloved.com/home
Israel My Beloved — with “My” referencing the Lord —
exists to affirm Israel’s special place in the Creator’s
world-encompassing plans and designs.

History of the Modern Middle East, 3rd ed.
Cleveland, William L. (Westview Press, 2004)

Israel Today — Focus on Jerusalem
http://www.israeltoday.co.il/default.aspx?tabid=133
Israel Today is a Jerusalem-based news agency providing a
biblical and objective perspective on local news.

Israel of God: Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow
Robertson, O. Palmer (P & R Publishing, 2000)

Middle East Conflict and the Christian Worldview
http://www.christianity.com/faith/1407656.aspx

Land of Promise
Stott, John (InterVarsity Press, 2005)

Prophecy Today: Headlines from Israel
http://jimmydeyoung.gospelcom.net/pp/
Jimmy DeYoung, host of Prophecy Today, is a prophecy
teacher, author, journalist, and evangelist. He has worked
in television and radio ministries for several years and travels
the world telling people about the coming return of Jesus.

Two Nations Under God: Why Should America Care About
Israel and the Middle East?
Doyle, Tom (Broadman & Holman, 2004)
Understanding the Contemporary Middle East
Gerner, Deborah J. (Lynne Rienner Publishers, 2004)
Who are the Christians in the Middle East?
Bailey, Betty Jane (Eerdmans Publishing, 2003)
Whose Promised Land?: The Continuing Crisis over Israel
and Palestine
Chapman, Colin (Baker Books, 2002)

Internet Sites: Christian

Christianity Today Weblog — Another Conflict in the
Middle East
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2006/133/
21.0.html
Christians for Israel International
http://www.c4israel.org/index.html

RBC Ministries — Israel-Palestinian Conflict
http://www.rbc.org/bible_study/answers_to_tough_
questions/topicsd/306/362.aspx

Internet Sites: Non-Christian

CIA — The World Factbook
https://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/index.html
History in the News — The Middle East
http://www.albany.edu/history/middle-east/index.html
Hsiao-pei Yen, Department of History, SUNY-Albany
The Jewish Virtual Library
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/
A division of the American-Israeli Cooperative Enterprise
Library of Congress Country Studies
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/frd/cs/

This resource list is brought to you by the staff of the Cedarville University Centennial
Library and will be a regular feature in TORCH. The Centennial Library serves the University
community by providing print, media, and digital resources as well as a wide range of
information and instructional services. For more information, visit www.cedarville.edu/
library or e-mail library@cedarville.edu.
Did You Know?
In the most recent alumni satisfaction survey, library services and materials were ranked
number one among services or programs provided by the University.
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Make the Most
of the Opportunity

Editor’s Note: Martin and Gracia
Burnham were missionaries to the
Philippines when they were taken
hostage by the Muslim terrorist group
Abu Sayyaf in 2001. For more than
a year, the Burnhams faced near
starvation, constant exhaustion, and
frequent gun battles. On June 7, 2002,
a firefight between the terrorists and
Philippine troops ended their captivity
but left Martin dead. In 2006, Gracia
shared her experiences in Cedarville
University Chapel, and following is an
abbreviated transcript of her message.

W

ith Martin’s death came the death of
a dream for me. The death of a dream
isn’t necessarily a bad thing. It’s sad,
but what is important is God’s glory. We must
pursue God’s glory over our dreams.

“

Martin and I loved our
ministry. We loved the
idea that one day there
would be one from every
tribe and nation standing
before the throne of God
singing, “Worthy is the
Lamb that was slain.” We
wanted to be part of seeing
that happen. So we headed
overseas in the hope that
God could use our talents
to reach some with the gospel.

I saw a hateful
Gracia. ... I saw a
covetous Gracia. I
saw a despairing
Gracia. ... I saw a
faithless Gracia.

People ask me what the hardest part was of
being a hostage. The hardest part was that I
saw what I was really like. When everything
is gone and you are in an uncomfortable
position, you see what is really in your heart.
I was born into a loving family, had lots of
friends growing up, believed in Jesus from an
early age. I married this terrific guy with an
awesome gift of piloting, and we decided that

26

we wanted to make a difference in the world.
We went to the Philippines, where Martin flew
food and medicine and cargo and people into
some of the most primitive places in the world.
I was a pretty good person, or thought I was
anyway. But in the jungle I came face to face
with the Gracia I didn’t want
to see, a me that I didn’t
want to believe existed.
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I saw a hateful Gracia.
(There were days when I
hated those Muslims for
what they were doing to us,
for what they were putting
us through.) I saw a covetous
Gracia. I saw a despairing
Gracia. (“No one cares
about us anymore, we’ve been here so long
that everyone’s forgotten us.”) I saw a faithless
Gracia.

”

Hebrews 4:12 says God’s Word is a discerner
that looks at our hearts and exposes us for
what we really are. We may look together
on the outside, and we may have props that
hold us up and keep life going well for us —
whether it’s your career or your family or your
house or your car — but God sees our insides.
He remembers that we are dust, and He’s on

You’d have to be a hermit to avoid
being bombarded with the serious news
events in the Middle East. How should
we respond to what we are hearing and
seeing so regularly?

our side when we are weak and needy. God didn’t wait for me to get my
act together in the jungle. Even when I complained to Him for allowing
us to be there for so long, He started working in my heart.

As a genuine believer in
the person and work of
Jesus Christ, stay informed in
order to intelligently converse with
others about the Middle East. Heed the
words of Genesis 12:3 (ESV), “I will
bless those who bless you [Israel], and
him who dishonors you I will curse …”.
Pray for peace in Israel one person at a
time, and keep sharing the lifetransforming news of the risen Messiah,
Jesus Christ, with Jewish friends and
acquaintances.

I asked Martin one day, “Where is the love, joy, peace — things that
are supposed to characterize believers in Jesus? I look at myself and
see the bad and the worse. Where is the good?” He said, “Joy, peace,
contentment — those are not things you can drum up within yourself.
They are gifts of the Holy Spirit by God. Let’s start asking for them.”
And we started to ask God to work the good things in our hearts.
As we prayed, God began giving us the victories within ourselves that
we just desperately wanted to see. My hatred was replaced by concern,
even love, for our abductors. Contentment, even joy, began to grow in
my heart as I thanked God for His goodness instead of pointing out the
bad things.

People have called Martin a
martyr, and that has always
bothered me. Those who
walk with Christ must
walk the same path with
Him. These are the martyrs,
in the true sense of the
word, which means simply
“witnesses.” In life, as well as
in death, we are called to be witnesses, to bear the stamp of Christ.
I believe that Martin Burnham was one of these. And I think that many
of you today are one of these. You are determined to live for God, when
it isn’t popular and it isn’t easy, you who daily lay down your lives to
find them. I am proud of you who continue on, witnesses who bear the
stamp of Christ. T
Gracia Burnham’s full message — “Lessons Learned from the Jungle” —
may be ordered on cassette, CD, DVD, or MP3 by visiting
www.ThePath.fm or calling 1-800-333-0601.

ELNUR AMIKISHLYEV / FOTOLIA

Jesus said to love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, pray
for those who despitefully use you. Maybe Muslims haven’t seen a lot
of love from Christianity down through the ages, but it can start with
us here today. We can love Muslims and we can pray for them, and we
can tell them about the Savior of the world. We can hope against hope
that God will use some of us to make a difference in the lives of some of
these deceived, lost people.

If you have never
received Jesus Christ as
Savior, the response is
quite different. The Bible tells
us in John 3:16 that God the Father
loved people all over the world so much
that He gave His only Son, Jesus Christ,
as a sacrificial gift, so that whoever
places his or her faith in Jesus Christ will
never be destroyed, but instead will live
forever in heaven.
Conflicts and wars will unfortunately
continue to rage until, as the Bible says,
a New Jerusalem will come down out of
heaven, and there will be a new heaven
and a new earth (Revelation 21). The
curse and influence of sin will be no
more! The conflicts in the Middle East
and elsewhere will be no more! What a
great expectation!
Trust Him today … and find personal,
unending peace in troubled times.
Summer
Fall 2006 / TORCH
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What a Difference One Gift Makes!

I

nterest in attending Cedarville University
is at near-record levels. This past fall, 2,200
high school seniors submitted applications,
yet only one-third were able to accept admission.
Why? “Lack of financial aid,” to quote students
who declined our offer of admission and selected
another school instead. For many, Cedarville was
their preferred college, but their personal and
family resources fell short of covering the cost of
attendance.

Generous, often sacrificial scholarship gifts from
alumni, parents, friends, and trustees were a part
of God’s unique provision for Jacinda. And, what a
difference those gifts have made!

Thankfully, scholarship gifts
are making a difference.

Through Jacinda’s life and testimony, God’s
Kingdom is being furthered.

Jacinda Gillette is a junior social work major from
Covington, Va. She grew up in a pastor’s family
that valued Christian education but did not have
adequate resources to afford it. She shared,

Students like Jacinda are many. They sense God’s call
on their lives to be at Cedarville. They have a heart
for ministry but need the help of others to make their
educational experience at Cedarville a reality. Without
question, more student financial aid is needed.

“It would have been
easy to worry about
money, but I knew
my God was faithful
and able. He has
proven that He goes
above and beyond
what I could ever ask
or imagine.”
28
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“I am being molded
into the likeness of
Christ and equipped
as a social worker
to do life well,”
Jacinda wrote with
appreciation. “I am
able to be at Cedarville
where I am challenged
in everything — from
my academic pursuits
to my personal
relationships to my
spiritual journey.”

In fact, Cedarville University is committed to
increasing donor-funded scholarships by 20 percent
annually. It’s an ambitious goal, but one that is
both necessary and worthwhile. No gift is too large
and no gift is too small when it comes to helping
students experience the best of Christian higher
education at Cedarville.
Call 1-800-766-1115 or visit www.cedarville.edu/
financialpartners to make a contribution that will
help ensure students like Jacinda secure a quality
educational experience at Cedarville.

Thanks, Church Matching Grant Partners!
Cedarville University introduced a Church Matching Grant in 2006, and as of the start of the Fall Semester, more than 170 churches are
participating. When a local church invests in a student by providing a scholarship, the University matches that scholarship up to $1,000.
Together we send a clear message to the student — we long for you to become all that God wants you to be, and we are willing to stand
with you financially to make that possible. Church scholarships range from $50-$5,000 per student, and more than 225 students have
benefited. Find out how your church can partner with students at www.cedarville.edu/churchmatching.
Anointed Word Ministries and Fellowship International,
Springfield, Ohio
Antrim Brethren in Christ Church, Chambersburg, Pa.
Archbold Evangelical Mennonite Church, Archbold, Ohio
Ascension Life Center, West Alexandria, Ohio
Ashville Bible Chapel, Oxford, Pa.
Atlanta Bible Baptist Church, Atlanta, Ga.
Bailey Road Baptist Church, New London, Ohio
Baptist Church of Hadley, Hadley, Mich.
Berean Baptist Church, Pickerington, Ohio
Berean Bible Church, Chesapeake, Va.
Bethany Baptist Church, Peoria, Ill.
Bethany Christian Church, Anderson, Ind.
Bethel Baptist Church, Cary, N.C.
Bethel Baptist Church, Galesburg, Ill.
Bethel Bible Church, Winamac, Ind.
Bible Baptist Church, Bartlett, Ohio
Bible Baptist Church, Traverse City, Mich.
Bible Fellowship Church of Ephrata, Ephrata, Pa.
Bondurant Federated Church, Bondurant, Iowa
Bridgeview Baptist Church, West Manchester, Ohio
Burt Avenue Wesleyan Church, Coshocton, Ohio
Calvary Baptist Church, Battle Creek, Mich.
Calvary Baptist Church, Bellefontaine, Ohio
Calvary Baptist Church, Cresaptown, Md.
Calvary Baptist Church, Jersey Shore, Pa.
Calvary Baptist Church, Lancaster, Ohio
Calvary Baptist Church, Little Egg Harbor Twp., N.J.
Calvary Baptist Church, Normal, Ill.
Calvary Baptist Church, Plainfield, Ind.
Calvary Baptist Church, Sandusky, Ohio
Calvary Baptist Church, Springfield, Ohio
Calvary Baptist Church, Wisconsin Rapids, Wis.
Calvary Church, Fruitport, Mich.
Cherry Hills Baptist Church, Springfield, Ill.
Child Evangelism Fellowship, Harrisburg, Pa.
Christ Community Church, Plainfield, N.H.
Christian Congregation Church, Alexandria, Ind.
Church of the Savior United Methodist, Canton, Ohio
Colonial Baptist Church, Cary, N.C.
Cornerstone Community Church, Brookfield, Ill.
Covenant Presbyterian Church, Simsbury, Conn.
Curwensville Christian Church, Curwensville, Pa.

Dayton Avenue Baptist Church, Xenia, Ohio
Dearborn Baptist Church, Aurora, Ind.
East White Oak Bible Church, Carlock, Ill.
Eastland Christian Church, Columbus, Ohio
Emmanuel Baptist Church, Flint, Mich.
Evangel Baptist Church, Hagerstown, Md.
FairCreek Church, Fairborn, Ohio
Fairview Baptist Church, Ashland, Ky.
Faith Baptist Church, Saint Marys, Pa.
Faith Church, Milford, Ohio
Faith Church, Waterford, Mich.
Faith Community United Methodist Church, Xenia, Ohio
Family Baptist Fellowship, Graham, Wash.
Fellowship Bible Church, Troy, Pa.
First Baptist Church, Allegan, Mich.
First Baptist Church, Barnesville, Ohio
First Baptist Church, Bristol, Ind.
First Baptist Church, Canton, N.Y.
First Baptist Church, Elgin, Ill.
First Baptist Church, Niles, Ohio
First Baptist Church of Danville, Danville, Ind.
First Baptist Church of Galeton, Galeton, Pa.
First Baptist Church of Gallipolis, Gallipolis, Ohio
First Baptist Church of Hopkins, Hopkins, Mo.
First Baptist Church of Johnson City, Johnson City, N.Y.
First Baptist Church of New Lebanon, New Lebanon, Ohio
First Baptist Church of Perkasie, Perkasie, Pa.
First Baptist Church of Rochester, Rochester Hills, Mich.
First Baptist Church of Troy, Troy, Mo.
First Baptist Church of Troy, Troy, Ohio
First Baptist Church of Wauseon, Wauseon, Ohio
First Christian Church, Beloit, Kan.
First Christian Church of Morgantown, Morgantown, Ind.
First Church of God, Germantown, Ohio
First Lutheran Church, Findlay, Ohio
First Presbyterian Church, Ripley, Ohio
First United Methodist Church, Chillicothe, Ohio
Four Corners Church, Middletown, Ohio
Galion Alliance Church, Galion, Ohio
Gloucester County Community Church, Sewell, N.J.
Grace Baptist Church, Birmingham, Mich.
Grace Baptist Church, Glidden, Iowa
Grace Baptist Church, Middletown, Ohio

Grace Bible Chapel, North East, Md.
Grace Bible Church, Columbia, Mo.
Grace Bible Church, Dunmore, Pa.
Grace Brethren Church, Covington, Va.
Grace Brethren Church of Powell, Powell, Ohio
Grace Community Bible Church, Corbin, Ky.
Grace Community Church, Washington Court House, Ohio
Grace Missionary Church, Celina, Ohio
Grace Pointe Church of the Nazarene, Indianapolis, Ind.
Grove Avenue Baptist Church, Richmond, Va.
Grove City Church of the Nazarene, Grove City, Ohio
Heritage Baptist Fellowship, Tomball, Texas
Hillside Chapel of the Christian and Missionary 		
Alliance, Beavercreek, Ohio
Hillside Community Church, Grand Rapids, Mich.
Hilltop Church of God, Columbus, Ohio
Hilltop Foursquare Church, Kingman, Ariz.
Hilltown Baptist Church, Hilltown, Pa.
Immanuel Baptist Church, Wausau, Wis.
Jersey Baptist Church, Pataskala, Ohio
Johnstown Independent Baptist Church, Johnstown, Ohio
Jones Road Congregational Church, Cleveland, Ohio
Kempsville Baptist Church, Virginia Beach, Va.
Kirkmont Presbyterian Church, Beavercreek, Ohio
Lakes Baptist Church, Walled Lake, Mich.
Lakeside Bible Chapel, Bemus Point, N.Y.
Lansing Avenue Baptist Church, Jackson, Mich.
Livingstone Community Church, Standish, Maine
Lovers Leap Baptist Church, Ansted, W.Va.
Maple Grove Christian Church, Bloomington, Ind.
Maranatha Baptist Church, Sebring, Fla.
Marquette Bible Church, Marquette, Mich.
Merson Bible Church, Gobles, Mich.
Mesa Hills Bible Church, Colorado Springs, Colo.
Midlothian Bible Church, Midlothian, Texas
Monument Bible Church, Scottsbluff, Neb.
Mount Calvary Union Church, Runnemede, N.J.
Mountain View Bible Church, Hummelstown, Pa.
New Hope Baptist Church, Nampa, Idaho
New Hope Christian Church, Swansea, Mass.
North Lima Mennonite Church, North Lima, Ohio
Northside Baptist Church, Liverpool, N.Y.
Northside Baptist Church, Springfield, Ohio

Northwest Chapel Grace Brethren Church, Dublin, Ohio
Northwest Christian Church, Lambertville, Mich.
Oak Hill Baptist Church, Somerset, Ky.
Park Springs Bible Church, Arlington, Texas
Parma Heights Baptist Church, Parma Heights, Ohio
Plainedge Baptist Church, Bethpage, N.Y.
Pleasant Hill Baptist Church, Smithville, Ohio
Providence Baptist Church, Raleigh, N.C.
Providence Presbyterian Church, Charlotte, N.C.
Reformed Presbyterian Church of North Hil s, Pittsburgh, Pa.
Richland Bible Church, Richland, Mich.
Rockport United Methodist Church, Beaverdam, Ohio
Rona Community Church, Fairborn, Ohio
St. John Mennonite Church, Pandora, Ohio
Shoaff Park Baptist Church, Fort Wayne, Ind.
Silverdale Baptist Church, Bremerton, Wash.
Skidway Lake Baptist Church, Prescott, Mich.
Sleater-Kinney Road Baptist Church, Olympia, Wash.
South Baptist Church, Bay City, Mich.
South New Milford Baptist Church, New Milford, Pa.
Southgate Baptist Church, Springfield, Ohio
Southwinds Baptist Church, Tomball, Texas
Spinning Road Baptist Church, Dayton, Ohio
Spring Creek Church, Pewaukee, Wis.
Spring Hills Baptist Church, Granville, Ohio
Springville Baptist Church, Springville, Pa.
Stow Alliance Fellowship, Stow, Ohio
Sunday Road Baptist Church, Hico, W.Va.
The Crossroad Church, Ashland City, TN
Three Rivers Bible Church, Three Rivers, Mich.
Thurman Baptist Church, Warrensburg, N.Y.
Traverse City Christian School, Traverse City, Mich.
Union Chapel Missionary Church, Lima, Ohio
Unity Free Will Baptist Church, Greenville, N.C.
University United Methodist Church, East Lansing, Mich.
Valley View Baptist Church, Little Valley, N.Y.
Vinton Baptist Church, Vinton, Ohio
West Cabarrus Church, Concord, N.C.
West Lenox Baptist Church, Kingsley, Pa.
West Walnut Street Church of Christ, Portland, Ind.
Westfield Evangelical Free Church, Westfield, Mass.
Word of Faith Family Church, Springfield, Ohio
Zoar Missionary Baptist Church, Coal Grove, Ohio

Has Your IRA Benefited from
Years of Growth?
Do you have more IRA income than you need?
Consider this simple, easy way to make a gift to Cedarville University:
If you are over age 70 1/2 and don’t want to make mandatory distributions,
you may annually gift any amount up to $100,000 of your IRA to charity.
It's very easy to make the gift by directing your custodian to transfer a
portion of your required minimum distribution directly to charity.
The best part is that your IRA gift is made tax-free.
For additional information, call 1-800-766-1115 or visit www.cedarville.edu/giftlegacy.
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Visit www.cedarville.edu/whatsabuzz and click on “Torch” to find out more about these stories and what’s
going on at Cedarville University!
A New Era
The recent decision by the General Association of Regular
Baptist Churches (GARBC) National Conference to end
official partnership with Cedarville University marks a new
era. We value the many years of formal partnership with the
GARBC and appreciate the rich heritage of relationships
built with GARBC churches, pastors, and families. We are
continuing our commitment to foster and build on those
relationships as we move ahead.

White House Interns
The White House had 100 summer internship openings this
year, and Cedarville University alumni snagged two of them.
Now that the summer internships are complete, these Class of
2006 grads have gone on to accept positions in the U.S. Trade
and Development Agency and the White House.
Clark Honored as
NAIA Coach of Character
Former Lady Jacket volleyball coach Teresa Clark was officially
honored in chapel on October 5 as the 2006 recipient of the
NAIA Coach of Character Award.
She was selected out of more than
4,000 coaches in the association
and was presented her award by
Rob Miller, NAIA Director of the
Champions of Character Initiatives.

Fall Bible Conference
As guest speaker for the 2006 Fall Bible Conference,
Dr. Voddie Baucham Jr. made
articulate and stirring presentations
on a number of topics, including
biblical leadership in the church
as well as how and why believers
should contend for the faith.

Elvin R. King Cross
Country Course
Dedicated
The Elvin R. King Cross Country Course was dedicated during
Homecoming Weekend festivities on October 7. The new
home site, located at the north end
of campus on 150 acres of property
east of State Route 72, was designed
and built under the direction of
King (women’s cross country coach)
and Athletic Director Pete Reese.

Adopting a Village
Cedarville University and its Women of Vision (WOV)
chapter have partnered to “adopt” a village in Zambia, Africa.
The isolated Fisheni community
faces a lack of clean water, low
literacy rates, and a high number
of AIDS infections. CU and WOV
hope to raise $30,000 this year to
help improve the village’s water,
education, and health situations.
Debate Fiesta
The Cedarville University Debate Team took first place in
parliamentary debate at the recent Western Kentucky Debate
Fiesta at Western Kentucky University. The team topped some
formidable opponents, including the nationally recognized
debate teams of McKendree College, Belmont University, and
The University of Texas-San Antonio.
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Best Drama
Senior electronic media major Joren
Kandel recently received an award for “Best Drama” at the
NextGen Film Festival, sponsored by the National Association
of Television Program Executives (NATPE). Kandel’s entry
was chosen from 300 international submissions based on his
creativity, innovation, appropriateness to the drama category,
and overall execution of the film.

Center for Bioethics
In the midst of societal wrangling
over cloning, stem cell research, assisted suicide, and the
environment, Cedarville University announced the opening of
its new Center for Bioethics on October 6. The Center’s
director, Dr. Dennis Sullivan, explained, “The purpose of the
Center for Bioethics is to teach students to understand
bioethical issues from a biblical perspective and to engage and
influence the broader American culture.” Joining Sullivan are
Center Associates Dr. John Silvius (senior professor of biology)
and Dr. Susan Salladay (professor of nursing). Silvius will
specialize in environmental ethics while Salladay focuses on
clinical ethics. For information about the Center, visit 		
www.cedarville.edu/bioethics.

Upcoming Events

Visit www.cedarville.edu/events for more information!

November
9-12 National Christian
		 Multicultural Student
		 Leaders Conference

January
9-11 Missions Conference

17		

26-27 High School
		 Leadership Conference

CU Friday Visit Day

17-18 Men’s Basketball
		 Invitational
17-18 Worldview Weekend
18		

Science and Math Day

December
1		 Denver and the Mile High Orchestra
		 Concert
3		
		

Community Christmas
Concert

CU on the Road
November
5		 Dr. Paul Dixon
		 Bristol, Indiana
6		
		

Concert Chorale
Lafayette, Indiana

9		
		

Dr. Bill Brown
Dayton, Ohio

10		
		

HeartSong
Berne, Indiana

12		
		

Lifeline Players
Marion, Ohio

17		
		

Dr. Bill Brown
Weston, Massachusetts

20		

Nursing Day

February
1-3, Winter Play:
8-10 You’re a Good Man,
		 Charlie Brown
16-17 CedarMania
17 		

Engineering and Computer Science Day

22-24 Music Showcase
26-27 Evangelism Celebration

The following is just a sampling of CU events on the road.
Visit www.cedarville.edu/reps for more events and information.
18-19 The Master’s Puppets
		 Middlebourne, West Virginia
December
2-3		 Lifeline Players
		 Lima, Ohio
January
20-21 Lifeline Players
		 Brookville, Indiana
27-28 The Master’s Puppets
		 Mason, Ohio
February
16-18 Lifeline Players
		 Knoxville, Tennessee
18		
		

The Master’s Puppets
Groveport, Ohio
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C e d a r v i l l e

A l a s k a n

U n i v e r s i t y

C r u i s e

from

June 16-23, 2007
Day
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

Port
Seattle, Washington
Inside Passage, Alaska
Ketchikan, Alaska
Juneau, Alaska
Skagway, Alaska
Prince Rupert, British Columbia
At Sea
Seattle, Washington

$1069

per person
Tom Strong
Cruise Planners, Inc.

1-877-535-8359
Reserve your place today.
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