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Cedarville Student-Athletes Thrive in Classroom

by Paul Hembekides, Sports Information Student Intern

ignificant challenges appear on the horizon athletically for
Sthe Yellow Jackets, however, student-athletes have already

achieved a substantial academic accomplishment during
the transition from the NAIA to the NCAA Division II.

According to the university’s compliance office, each of the
school’s athletic teams is carrying a cumulative GPA of above 3.0
for the first time since teams’ grades have been collectively
recorded. The 21 teams, including junior varsity programs and
cheerleaders, have a cumulative score of 3.28.

NCAA Division Il athletic programs on average perform six per-
cent better academically than the average school population.
With over 300 student-athletes at Cedarville accounting for near-
ly 10 percent of the student population, the university appears
ready to thrive academically as a new NCAA member.

Compliance coordinator Drew Howard has witnessed signifi-
cant growth in the university’s academic standing in his three
years as the school’s liaison to the NCAA.

“Our relationship with the Academic Enrichment Center has
dramatically increased over the past few years,” Howard said.
“Last year almost 100 of our student-athletes received tutoring in
at least one subject.”

Howard also recognizes balance as being paramount in the
transition to the NCAA.

“Division Il has a high emphasis on balance between acade-
mics, athletics and the whole student-life experience” Howard
said. “When our GPAs are high and our teams are playing at a
high level, that balance is being exhibited here.”

Athletic Director Dr. Alan Geist recognizes the significance of
the student-athletes’ classroom performance.

“This is a great accomplishment for each of our teams,” Geist
said. “l wish to express my appreciation to our student-athletes
and coaches. It is a privilege to work with each of them. God has
directed some tremendous young people to Cedarville
University.”

Dr. Geist has seen considerable academic growth as athletic
director and attributes the accomplishment to many different indi-
viduals.

“Thanks are in order to the CU faculty and staff for the support
they give to the young people who compete on our athletic
teams,” Geist said. “We have a tremendous faculty and | appre-
ciate the time and effort they give to all students at Cedarville. |
also wish to thank the Academic Enrichment Center for the rela-

y

The 2011 Cedarville University women'’s cross country squad
tops the list of all 21 CU teams with a 3.581 cumulative GPA.

tionship we have built with them over the years. They certainly
share in this success.”

University President Dr. Bill Brown offered
similar refrains.

"At Cedarville, we take the student part of
‘student-athlete’ very seriously,” Brown said.
“We are grateful that good students want to
come to Cedarville who also happen to be
good athletes. Much credit goes to their coach-
es and support staff who encourage and sup-
port their players to excel in every facet of life."

Of all the school’s athletic teams, women’s
cross country (3.581) and women’s tennis

Dr. Brown
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Thoughts from the AD.....

hat an exciting time for Cedarville
WUniversity Athletics! You may get tired

of hearing me say this, but it is cer-
tainly true. Please make sure to pray for us in
two major areas. First of all, we are in the
process of completing the final paperwork for
the NCAA membership process. We are taking
this process seriously until we get the tele-
phone call that announces our full member-
ship. This should occur in July.

Secondly, we are trying to build a new athletic conference. The
Great Midwest Athletic Conference is in the initial stages of gain-
ing approval from the NCAA to be the third Division Il conference
in the Midwest Region. A great deal of time and effort has gone
into this project, but we still have much to do in order for the con-
ference to become a reality. As | write this, six institutions have
come together as members of the G-MAC. These charter mem-
bers include Cedarville University, Central State University,
Kentucky Wesleyan College, Trevecca Nazarene University,
Urbana University, and Ursuline College. Please pray with us that
we continue to recognize and follow God’s leading.

(Editor’s Note - See article on page 3 for update)

This is also a good time for me to once again say thank you to
our head coaches and our student-athletes for taking our mission
seriously and continuing to represent Christ, Cedarville
University, and the Athletic Department in such a great way.

| would like to take a minute and specifically thank three other
essential groups of the department...our full-time assistant
coaches, our graduate assistants, and our part-time assistants.
Our full-time assistants and GA’s include Mike Marsh (Track &
Field), Kari Flunker (Women'’s Basketball), Brett Newman (Men’s
Basketball), Brett Faro (Men’s Soccer), Amy Wengrenovich
(Volleyball), Brianne Barnes (Women’s Soccer), and Kim
Levinsky (Softball). These coaches love the Lord and are an
essential part of the department. Each one of them has made a
tremendous impact on their teams and our student-athletes in
general. When you get an opportunity, please join me in thanking
them for all they do. In addition, we have more part-time assistant
coaches than | can name. To each of them, | also wish to say
thank-you.

If I can help in any way, please drop me a note. May God bless

each of you...Go Jackets!
M.

Dr. Alan Geist is in his fourth year as the Cedarville University Athletic Director. He over-
sees an athletic department that includes 16 Yellow Jacket varsity sports and cheerleading.

Future goals of the Cedarville University

Athletic Department:
+ Continuing to pursue full NCAA membership
+ Funding additional athletic scholarships
* Purchasing new scoreboard for soccer field

and track & field.
+ Video streaming all home athletic events
For more information on how you can help to make these goals a real-

ity, please call Alan Geist, CU Athletic Director, at (937) 766-7768 or
Bill Bigham, CU Vice-President for Advancement at (937) 766-7810.
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GREAT MIDWEST ATHLETIC CONFERENCE
APPROVED AS NCAA DIVISION II CONFERENCE

he Great Midwest Athletic
I Conference (G-MAC) has
received notice that the
NCAA Division Il Membership
Committee has approved the G-
MAC as a member conference of
NCAA Division Il effective
September 1, 2012.

As a member conference, the
G-MAC will now enter an educa-
tional assessment program for the
2012-13 academic year with the
goal of beginning competition as
the 24th active NCAA Division Il
member conference effective
September 1, 2013. Charter mem-
bers of the G-MAC include
Cedarville University (Cedarville,
Ohio), Central State University (Wilberforce, Ohio), Kentucky
Wesleyan College (Owensboro, Ky.), Trevecca Nazarene
University (Nashville, Tenn.), Urbana University (Urbana, Ohio),
and Ursuline College (Pepper Pike, Ohio).

Dr. Bill Brown, Cedarville University President and chair of the
G-MAC Presidents’ Council said, “We are grateful that the NCAA
recognizes the quality of the current membership and the poten-
tial for the development of an outstanding Division Il conference.

CU Student-Athletes Achieve
Success in the Classroom

continued from front page

(3.548) share top academic honors. The highest performing
men’s programs are tennis (3.469) and cross country (3.25) as
well.

The athletic department is thrilled with the
student-athlete achievement but they are not
alone. Academic Vice President Tom Cornman
sees substantial long-term benefit from the
success in the classroom.

“Long after athletic careers have ended,
Cedarville student athletes will be able to put to
use the education they received and as a result
make a difference in society upon graduation,”
Cornman said.

Cornman also commended many of his staff
on their impact on the academic progress.

“This academic victory could not have been accomplished with-
out the role of faculty working with our athletes to aid them in
focusing on their learning while participating in sport,” he said.

The 2012-13 academic year marks Cedarville’s first year as a
full-time NCAA Division Il member. With the recent approval of the
Great Midwest Athletic Conference, Cedarville now has a Division
I home as they start a new athletic chapter. During this exciting
transition, student-athletes will seek to continue to build on the
strong academic foundation that was laid this year.

Dr. Cornman

Every school contributed to
achieving this recognition. Now
we are ready to take off!”

The G-MAC will work to meet
the active member and sport
sponsorship requirements estab-
lished by the membership by
June 1, 2013. The Conference
will achieve the benchmarks for
the 2013-14 academic year with
six active NCAA Division Il mem-
bers and by meeting sport spon-
sorship requirements for five
men’s sports and five women’s
sports or four men’s sports and
six women’s sports.

At the point at which the
requirements are met, the G-
MAC will gain full privileges of NCAA Division Il Conference mem-
bership, including conference grant distribution, voting rights and
representation on the NCAA Management Council and Student-
Athlete Advisory Committee.

“We are thankful to the NCAA Division Il Membership
Committee for acceptance of the G-MAC as a member confer-
ence,” said G-MAC Commissioner Tom Daeger. “The approval is
a significant milestone in the development of our league and we
look forward to advancing the growth of our membership.”

“Additionally, the opportunity to complete the educational
assessment program during the 2012-13 academic year will pro-
vide further support to our development as a model NCAA
Division Il conference and enable the league to prepare for com-
petition as an active conference in 2013-14.”

The G-MAC will begin sponsoring 12 championships in the
2012-13 academic year as it works through the requirements of
the educational assessment program. Men’s and women’s cross
country, men’s and women’s soccer, women’s volleyball, men’s
and women'’s basketball, men’s and women’s golf, women’s ten-
nis, baseball and softball conference championships will be held
for member student-athletes.

“It is our goal to develop a conference that will provide the qual-
ity championship experiences and league administrative support
expected of a model NCAA Division Il conference from the out-
set,” added Daeger. “The opportunity to develop these champi-
onships and procedures in advance of our first year as an active
NCAA Division Il conference will be tremendously beneficial to
our office and league members.”

The G-MAC, established in 2012, is a NCAA Division Il
Conference featuring active and reclassifying members in Ohio,
Kentucky and Tennessee. Charter members of the G-MAC
include Cedarville University, Central State University, Kentucky
Wesleyan College, Trevecca Nazarene University, Urbana
University and Ursuline College. The G-MAC, headquartered in
Indianapolis, will sponsor 12 championships in 2012-13 with
intention to begin competition as an active NCAA Division 1l mem-
ber conference in 2013-14.
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Basketball Transfers

Nwogbo, Brown, Robinson make
good early impressions on and off
the court

by Paul Hembekides, Sports Information Student Intern

C hanging schools is difficult. It often causes culture shock
and difficulty in adjusting to a new environment. However,
Cedarville’s three basketball transfers have adjusted well.
Zimmy Nwogbo, Zach Brown and Lauryn Robinson transferred to
Cedarville from other universities. Each player in their own way
has performed well in their rookie seasons for the Yellow Jackets.

Nwogbo (pronounced WO-bo), a 6-foot-7 junior from Lithonia,
Ga., spent his first two years of college at NCAA Division |
Charleston Southern. Nwogbo appeared in 51 games for the
Buccaneers.

Nwogbo has started every game for the
Jackets this season and has made a signif-
icant impact. Through 25 games, he leads
the team in points (13.1 ppg) and rebounds
(7.2 rpg). He also leads the team with five
double-doubles.

“I feel like I'm just now starting to get into
my role as a scorer and a rebounder as
well as a leader here at Cedarville,”
Nwogbo said. “I was not given the same
responsibilities at my old school, so this is
all new to me at the college
level.”

Nwogbo also leads the team
in free-throw attempts and
makes, going 116-for-160 (73
percent).

“l have been really pleased
with my ability to get to the free-
throw line,” Nwogbo said. “I like
to attack and my athleticism has
helped us a lot this year.”

Despite his success Nwogbo
says there is room for improve-
ment.

“I need to get better in a lot of
areas. | was very turnover
prone, especially in the begin-
ning of the season. | also want to improve my outside shooting.”

Nwogbo can certainly improve in both
areas. Through 25 games, he leads the
team in turnovers with 82 and is only 3 of
14 from behind the arc this season.

Zach Brown, a 6-foot-3 junior point guard
from Mason, Ohio, transferred to Cedarville
from Division | Lipscomb University. In two
seasons there, Brown saw action in 39
games, including six starts for the Bison.
However, much like Nwogbo, Brown has
enjoyed a more significant role this season
for the Jackets.

Zach Brown

Basketball players (left-to-right) Zach Brown, Lauryn Robinson
and Zimmy Nwogbo are fitting in well as transfers with the
Cedarville basketball programs. (Photo by Jim Clark)

Through 25 games, Brown
leads the Jackets in assists (3.6
apg) and is fourth on the team in
scoring (11.2 ppg). He has shot a
sparkling 46 percent (39 for 84)
from the 3-point line, which leads
the team.

Brown has relished the floor
general responsibility that comes
with being the team’s primary ball |§
handler.

“The team has really accepted
me as the point guard and trusts
me to have the ball in my hands,” |
he said. “The more we are all on |
the court together the better we
are getting as a team.”

In addition to the on-court success he has achieved, Brown has
also embraced the nurturing environment Cedarville represents.
“Cedarville has been great,” he said “It has challenged me acad-
emically, athletically, and spiritually. This school is like none other
than | previously attended. | have really enjoyed playing for our
coaches. They care about us on and off the court and push us to
be our best.”

Brown sees a bright future for him and his teammates, and he
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Contributing at Cedarville

believes the Jackets have a chance to do something special in
March.

“We played some very talented teams early on in our season
and we were not able to get any wins over those top teams,” he
said. “l think we can win 20 games and make a postseason run if
we continue to put in the necessary effort every day in practice.”
Head coach Pat Estepp has not been hesitant to boast about the
talent and attitudes of both players.

“I am very pleased with how well Zimmy and Zach have adjust-
ed to Cedarville,” he said. “It can sometimes be a risk taking
Division | transfers. Sometimes chemistry can be affected. | could
not be happier with the spirit these two young men have joined
our program with. They both have humble attitudes and just want
to be a part of what Cedarville basketball is. | think they are real-
ly enjoying their experience. | know we love having them in our
program.”

On the women’s team, sophomore cen-
ter Lauryn Robinson has been a big con-
tributor thus far for the Lady Jackets. The
Wayne State University (Division Il) transfer
has started 15 of 25 games and has been
effective on both ends of the court.

Through 25 games, she is sixth on the
team in scoring (6.3 ppg) and tied for sec-
ond in rebounding (4.2 rpg). She leads the
team in blocked shots (15).

Her efforts have been especially notice-
able on the defensive end. Head coach Kirk
Martin has been really pleased
with her commitment to defense.

“She has a very solid grasp of
defending in the post and sets a
solid example for post defense,”
Martin said.

Robinson
thoughts.

“I am most pleased with myself
in the area of my defense. | still
have slip ups sometimes, but
overall | am able to defend the
paint well,” she said.

Defending the paint comes
with a lot of responsibilities, and
Robinson has embraced her role
as a vocal leader on this team.

“l came onto the team as the |
vocal leader; I'm told that my E==
mouth gets people where they need to be on the court,” she said.
“My teammates are not ones to be very vocal so | just fell into that
open role easily.”

Martin offered similar refrains.

“Being such a young team we needed vocal leadership and
Lauryn is enthusiastic, emotional, and very vocal — just exactly
what we needed,” he said.

Robinson has thrived in the Cedarville community and raves
about its effect on her life.

“I have enjoyed Cedarville and the atmosphere that it provides
for my teammates to be a family. This program is about ‘we’ and

echoed similar

not ‘'me’ which promotes teamwork and togetherness,” she said.
“| feel a part of a team that appreciates me and the skills that |
bring to the table. | am also surrounded by teammates, coaches,
and teachers who care about me as an individual. God had a plan
for leading me here and | am very blessed to be a part of this
school.”

Martin is excited to see what the future holds for his young cen-
ter.

“God has given her some significant gifts for the game of bas-
ketball and she is just touching the surface of how good she can
be,” he said. “We as a staff believe she is going to have a major
impact for our program as she grows in her confidence. We are
thrilled she is with us.”

Editor’s Note: All CU basketball stats as of 2/21/12

Compliance
Corner

Welcome to Compliance Corner Yellow
Jacket fans!

How many of us at some point in our life-
times have put money on the Super Bowl|?
Or played in a March Madness Bracket
Challenge?

Do you know the penalty for our
Cedarville Student-Athletes who gamble on
any college sport or professional game? It
doesn’t matter if the bet is placed on the
internet, in Las Vegas, or any other method;
the penalty for a student-athlete caught gam-
bling is one calendar year.

According to the National Council on Problem Gambling,
67% of college students bet on sports! The NCAA doesn't just
limit the gambling restrictions to student-athletes; policy
restricts student-athletes, athletic department staff, and non-
athletic department staff who have responsibilities within ath-
letics or over athletics from wagering on sports.

Since former NCAA President Myles Brand’s initiative, the
NCAA has worked hard to limit sports wagering activities. The
NCAA does allow individuals to participate if there is no entry
fee but a possibility of winning a prize.

However, the Super Bowl, March Madness, and all other
sports do not need money placed on the games to be enter-
taining. The raw data is staggering in reference to the dollar
amounts that are wagered both legally and illegally, it is every-
one’s job to support our Yellow Jacket athletes and enjoy both
college and professional sports without gambling.

Drew Howard

Follow me on twitter @CedarvilleRules or feel free to email
athleticcompliance @cedarville.edu.

Remember ASK BEFORE YOU ACT, thanks for reading and
Go Jackets!
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% Former Cedarville Star Back on Campus

Ken Rucker’s journey from Cedarville

student to employee

by Jesse Silk
en Rucker never envisioned going from the streets of
KPhiIadeIphia to the corn-encompassed town of Cedarville,
but that is exactly how his journey unfolded.

Though he had heard of Cedarville through his high school,
Rucker said, “I had no intention of actually attending Cedarville. |
didn’t even apply to go to Cedarville.”

Considering that Rucker not only attended Cedarville as a stu-
dent but now works here in Career Services, things must not
have gone according to plan.

Coming out of high school, Rucker was seeking to fulfill his
dream of playing Division | basketball. As time passed, however,
the once-ringing phones of Rucker’s residence were no longer
receiving calls from schools after the high school season had
ended. Just when he was seemingly out of options, Liberty
University called and told Rucker they would like to give him one
of two remaining basketball scholarships.

The other scholarship was reserved for a 6-foot-10 Canadian
player, but when Liberty was scouting that player in Canada, they
found another player they preferred over Rucker. After they called
back Rucker to give him the bad news, he thought, “What am |
going to do? How am | going to go to school? | can’t afford to pay
for it.”

Dave Lesko, Rucker’s high school counselor, was familiar with
Cedarville and brought Rucker to work out with the Yellow
Jackets. Though Rucker admits he wasn’t high on coach Don
Callan’s list of recruits at the time, Callan’s wife thought Rucker
would be a good fit for the team, and Rucker was soon a Yellow
Jacket.

“It was quite a bit of a culture shock when | got here,” Rucker
said. “I never planned on it, but the Lord knew this was where |
needed to be. If | wasn’t here, there’s no telling what would have
happened to me back on the streets of Philadelphia. It was meant
to be.”

Rucker went on to star for the Yellow Jackets,
becoming the first player in school history to post
2,000 points and 1,000 rebounds. During his
freshman season, the Jackets finished second in
the NCCAA National Championship. He was |
named team MVP three consecutive seasons
and averaged 24.5 points and 12.2 rebounds his
senior season. Rucker graduated in 1993 and
was inducted into Cedarville’s Hall of Fame five
years later, the minimum amount of time for an athlete to be
named to a hall of fame.

“That was awesome,” he said. “It was one of those things like,
‘Wow, they really recognized my accomplishments.’ | was really
honored.” Rucker’s No. 51 is now retired.

After attending Cedarville, Rucker became a math teacher at
Simon Gratz High School in his hometown of Philadelphia and
earned the Male Outstanding Teacher of the Year award during
the 2001-2002 school year. He then became involved in the
transportation industry, working as a contractor for FedEx and
Wheels of Wellness, an organization that helped transport dialy-
sis patients and those with mental disabilities to their treatments.

Subsequently, Rucker started a business called Prison Runs,

Ken Rucker

Ken Rucker, right, is
back at Cedarville
working in the
Career Services
office as the assis-
tant to the director,
Jeff Reep. Rucker is
a 1993 Cedarville

“| graduate.

(Photo courtesy
Scott Huck)

which provided transportation to and from prisons for the friends
and family members of those who were incarcerated.

“That entrepreneurial bug kicked in and was running at full
force,” Rucker said. “Growing up in poverty, you never want to go
back; | often tell people that | was chasing the dollar.”

Though he was financially stable, Rucker’s work schedule was
a strain, with seven-day work weeks and little time spent with his
family.

“l overheard my daughter saying to my wife, ‘How come Dad
never goes on vacation with us?’ and that’s when it really hit me,”
he said. “I grew up in a single-parent home; | never knew my dad,
and here it was, although | was providing financially for my fami-
ly, I really wasn’t there as much as | should have been. | said, ‘You
know what, this needs to change.”

So Rucker sold off his ownership of his business and stayed at
home with his family. He and his family enjoyed the time togeth-
er, but eventually, he realized he needed to get back to work.
Rucker envisioned teaching as the next step in his life, but in his
first time teaching, he was operating under a temporary teaching
certificate, and one could not be offered to him again. Rucker
wanted to complete his masters in education at Temple, but the
university denied all his prior credits because too much time had
passed since he had last taken classes there. Frustrated and dis-
couraged, he turned to God in prayer and earnestly sought the
Lord’s guidance.

Seemingly “out of the blue,” Rucker said, Dave Lesko, his high
school counselor who had first brought him to Cedarville, called
Rucker and asked him if he would be interested in working with
Jeff Reep at Cedarville.

“l told Dave that | would consider it, but really only because |
was honored,” Rucker said. “I never really planned on doing it.
But it was one of those things where | said, ‘This can’t be a coin-
cidence.”

Rucker consulted the Lord and his family, and he eventually
accepted the position as associate director of Career Services.

In his new job, Rucker says he enjoys interacting with students.
He seeks to be positive and encouraging to those students who
need career guidance, and encourages them first and foremost to
“pray about it and just be open and honest with yourself.” Also,
Rucker advises students to realize they are not entitled to any-
thing. They are not above a particular occupation, and a job can
serve as a “stepping stone” to another path in life.

The various stages of Rucker’s life are a testament to that ide-
ology. “My desire for years and to this very day has been to own
my own clothing store,” Rucker said. “I don’t know when that’s
going to happen, but it will happen at some point.”

Reprinted with permission from the December 2011 issue of
CEDARS, Cedarville University’s student newspaper.
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The Fellowship of an Athletic Team and
the Real Reason to Play Sports

by Haddon Anderson

hen | graduated from high school, |
Wwas as moldable as a wet chunk of

clay. | professed to be a Christian but
interest in seeking out what that really means
was wavering. | could talk like a Christian but no
roots in that identity had been dug. | entered col-
lege searching for purpose and in a place where
my peers had an overwhelming amount of influ-
ence. They had the opportunity, knowingly or
not, to impact and mold me in deeply formative
ways.

At that stage of my life, | could have been sculpted in a handful
of ways, but thanks to God, | was blessed to land at Cedarville
University and soon become a member of the Men’s Basketball
team. | was soon surrounded by men who did not just profess to
be Christians, but were enriched in this identity and were embody-
ing it towards others. Cedarville was incredibly unique in this
regard. This type of godly fellowship is rare in this day and age and
its value cannot be underestimated.

| remember arriving as a freshman and soon rubbing shoulders
with senior teammates who seemed more like theologians, such
as Tyler Yoder. | was called up to the varsity team a few weeks into
the season, which meant that the varsity players had already
received lockers and everyone already had their niche on the
team. | didn’t know how I, the newcoming freshman straggler,
would be received.

They gave me a locker sandwiched right next to Yoder, which
blatantly eliminated space for him to dress his 6-4, 250 pound
body for practice. This was undoubtedly inconvenient for him.
Moreover, my addition to the team hiked the total of freshman play-
ers to around half of the team. We were immature and thought we
were pretty sweet. For the upperclassmen, the thought of having
yet another freshman saying stupid, incoherent things in the lock-
er room was not necessarily appealing.

Despite such obstacles, Yoder welcomed me with a consistency
I will never forget. Truthfully, he probably doesn’t remember much
of this. But little did he know how influential it was at the time. | lis-
tened to him and the other upperclassmen have conversations
and latched onto every word like a little boy listens to his daddy.
They could have talked about putting pickles on ice cream and |
probably would’ve done it in the campus cafeteria that night.

This was why it was a major blessing that | was surrounded by
godly fellowship at Cedarville, because the camaraderie of the
team drove me towards pursuing Christian identity myself. There
was an “iron-sharpening-iron” feel to the team, where everybody
was spurred on by one another. The fellowship of the team mold-
ed me in ways that would’ve otherwise gone untouched. Truthfully,
if | would’ve been surrounded by a team that had no family like feel
and no godly trajectory to it, | could have easily lost sight of my
faith as a Christian and never critically engaged what Christian
identity really means.

I will never forget my freshman year at Cedarville because of
how formative it was. It was more than a timely blessing. It was the
type of fellowship | needed to instill God’s goodness in me. | will be
forever grateful.

During my sophomore, junior, and senior years, this fellowship
continued. | graduated with a class of teammates who are like

Haddon
Anderson

brothers to me and |
consider them the
reason God led me
to Cedarville (Oh,
and | also met my
wife). The refining,
the fun, the conver-
sations, the laugh-
ter, and the unfading
fellowship was the
story of my time as a
Cedarville basket-
ball player. On
paper, | was a back-
up point guard, but
in my heart, | was a
story whose script
was desperately
longing to be writ-
ten. And the fellow-
ship of the team at
Cedarville helped
guide my story
towards a grander
story—towards
Christ.

I hope the fellowship that has been seen at Cedarville can infuse
more athletic teams. Being a part of a team is such a joy and it can
be handled in different ways. This is why when | now give a piece
of advice to a high school kid who wants to play in college, | tell
him to look at the players on the team and try to get a feel for their
character. Is it going to be a godly, maturing environment, or is it
going to build immaturity, impurity, and prompt one to make deci-
sions that will just end up being regrets?

We need more Tyler Yoder’s out there, who set an example and
help shape teammates in life-changing ways. Guys like him light a
spark of fellowship, a torch that gets passed down to the next
class, and then the next...The interesting thing is that by the time
| was a senior, | hardly realized | could be another Tyler Yoder.
When you’re a senior, it doesn’t feel as if the younger guys really
look up to you. But they do. How you handle adversity, competi-
tion, relationships, and life in general are things that are constant-
ly taken note of.

I hope that professing Christians will seek to wear their identity
on teams more and more, because it is such a unique arena that
comes and goes. Yet in the time this fellowship is present, godly
character can be nourished and radiated towards others. This
establishment of godly character should be the real reason to play
sports, because what it leaves athletes with is far more valuable
than putting a ball in a hoop, hitting a home run, or catching a
touchdown pass.

Haddon Anderson drives toward the bas-
ket against Malone during his senior sea-
son with theYellow Jackets.

Editor’s Note: Haddon Anderson is a 2010 graduate of Cedarville
University and a former Yellow Jacket basketball player. He is currently a
student at Moody Theological Seminary in Chicago, IL. Haddon and his
wife, Julie, plan to invest their lives in urban and youth ministry. You can
read more in his blog “The Jumbled Backpack” at:
http://haddonanderson.wordpress.com/
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Your Links to the
Yellow Jackets......

On the Web:
yellowjackets.cedarville.edu

Twitter:
CUYellowJackets

Facebook:
Cedarville.YellowJackets

SMS Alerts:

Receive text message alerts
on your cell phone....sign up
on the CU sports information
web site.
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CU Athletic Sponsors

* American Family Insurance
+ Anderson-Williamson Insurance
» Aqua Falls Bottled Water
* Asics Team Sales
+ Beaver-VU-Bowl
+ Beavercreek Rental
+ Beynon Sports Surfaces
« Big Orange Shoe Shop (BOSS)
* Buckeye Charters
+ Cedarville Hardware
+ Cedarville Pharmacy
+ Cedarville Self-Storage
» The Cerium Group
+ Chick-fil-A
« Clifton Mill
+ Colonial Pizza
+ Combs Interior Specialties
+ Comfort Inn & Suites - Springfield South
» ConServe Concrete Construction Services
+ Corban University School of Ministry
« Corner Bakery
+ Cotterman & Company
+ Courtyard by Marriott
+ Creation Museum
+ Dale’s Truck Parts
+ Dayton Dragons
+ Deer Creek Apartments
+ Diamond Cellar
+ Docton Animal Clinic
» Dove’s Nest Gifts & Home Accessories
» Dr. Jerry Frasure, Dentist
« Fifth Third Bank
» FKCI - Promotions and Awards
» Foreman - Blair
Pontiac, Buick, GMC, Cadillac
+ Frame Haven Art Gallery, Inc.
» Gourmet Gift Baskets

« Grace Baptist Church - Cedarville
+ Greene County Convention and Visitors Bureau
+ Greene County Eye Care, Inc.

+ Greene Memorial Hospital
» Hampton Inn
* Hidy Acura
« Hidy Ford
* Hidy Honda
» Hidy Hyundai
« Hightech Automotive
+ JDM Custom Impressions
+ J.0. Harner Supply Co.

+ K & G Bike Center
» Kiefer Specialty Flooring
» Lady Leffel Realty
* Legacy Village
» Lofino’s
» Matt Franz Photography
* M-F Athletic Company
* Miller Printing
* Mom & Dad’s Dairy Bar
+ National Church Residence
» Neeld Funeral Home
* Northwestern Mutual -

Eric Anderson
+ Orthopaedic Institute of Dayton
« Peifer Orchards
* Pepsi
+ Quality Inn - Springfield
* Ramada Inn - Xenia
» Raymond James - Lou Vision
* Red Roof Inn - Springfield
+ Reddy Electric Company
» Remax/Spirit - Dave Johnson
» Richey Track Equipment
+ Rollins Moving and Storage
+ Safeguard (Printing & Promotionals)
+ Scioto Hills Christian Camp & Retreat Center
+ ScreenPlay Printing

+ Sheridan & Associates
+ Southern Baptist Theological Seminary
« Springfield Convention and
Visitors Bureau
- Stoney Creek Roasters
« Stout Enterprises
+ Subway Restaurant, Cedarville
» The Flower Stop
» Trent Licklider, CPA
* TRIEC Electrical Services
» Trophy Sports Center
» trupointe
» Wallace & Turner, Inc.
- WBZI Radio
» Wickline’s Garden Center
» Winner’s Village Market
+ Xenia Shoe & Leather

* Young’s Jersey Dairy - Restaurant/Family Fun

Center

Contact Jeff Bolender
for information
about becoming a
Cedarville University
Athletic Sponsor

Office: 937-766-4136
Email: bolender@cedarville.edu
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