


The Academic Regalia

The colorful academic regalia dates from the Middle Ages when European universities
took form. Academic costume has been in use in the United States since colonial times
and is traditionally used for graduation convocations. An intercollegiate commission
was formed which established the following standard of uniformity for caps, gowns,
and hoods. The standard cap is the mortarboard. The tassel color indicates the subject
field.

Yellow—science, mathematics

Drab—commerce

Sage Green—physical education

Light Blue—education

Pink—music

Dark Brown—fine arts

White—arts, letters, languages, history

Apricot—nursing

Scarlet—religion

Dark Crimson—humanities

Gold—Doctor of Philosophy, Doctor of Education, Doctor of Theology,
Doctor of Arts (some of the doctors have large, metallic tassels)

The length of the hood and the width of the velvet indicate the level of the degree. The
doctor’s hood is quite long, has two tails, and has a five-inch wide velvet. The master’s
hood is shorter than the doctor’s and has a three-inch wide velvet. The bachelor’s hood
is shorter yet and has a two-inch wide velvet. The color of the velvet indicates the field
of study. Blue velvet indicates the doctoral degrees. The dark brown velvet indicates
the Master of Arts degree. White velvet indicates the Bachelor of Arts or the Master of
Arts degree. Scarlet velvet indicates the Bachelor of Divinity degree or the Master of
Divinity degree. Yellow indicates the Bachelor of Science degree. The colors in the
lining of the hood are the university colors.

The gown’s traditional color is black. The distinguishing feature of the master’s gown is
the tippet sleeve. The doctor’s gown has two distinguishing features: it is cut much
fuller than the bachelor’s or the master’s gown and has velvet panels on the sleeves,
around the neck, and down the front. These panels may be black or the color which
symbolizes the subject field in which the degree was earned.




Class Song

Whatever You Ask

Stanza 1

Lord, I see the things You ask of me:
Faithfulness, holiness and purity.

I love Your truth,

I long to show it to the world for You.
So Lord, I need Your help to understand
The other person that I sometimes am.

I never want to live a day

That I can’t say to You:

Chorus:

Lord whatever You ask,

I want to obey You,

To let my life beat with a servant’s heart.
Lord whatever you ask, I know

That You can give me wisdom and courage
To equal the task.

Lord, whatever You ask.

Stanza 2

There's so much that steals away

The will to make the time to serve or pray.
And there are days,

I don’t take up Your cross and follow You.
But I have learned that I can talk with You.
You know everything that I'm going through.
If I'll just ask, I find that You're right there
Providing me with the strength I need.

Repeat Chorus twice.
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Music by Phil McHugh
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