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THE CRIME AGAINST KANRSAN,

SPEECH

OF

HON, CHARLES SUMNER

OF MASSACHUSETTS.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, MAY 19, 1856.

—

MONDAY, May 19, 1856.

MR. PresIDENT: You are now called to re-
dress a great transgression. Seldom in the
history of nations has such a question been
presented. Tariffs, army bills, navy bills, land
bills, are important, and justly occupy your
care; but these all belong to the course of
ordinary legislation. As means and instru-
ments only, they are necessarily subordinate
to the conservation of government itself.
Grant them or deny them, in greater or less
degree, and you will inflict no shock. The
machinery of government will continue to
move. The State will not cease to exist. Tar
otherwise is it with the eminent question now
betore you, involving, as it does, liberty in a
broad territory, and also involving the peace
of the whole country with our good name in
history for evermore.

Take down your map, sir, and you will find
that the territory of Kansas, more than any
other region, occupies the middle spot of
North America, equally distant from the At-
lantie on the east, and the Pacific on the west ;
from the frozen waters of Hudson’s Bay on
the north, and the tepid gulf stream on the
south, constituting the precise territorial centre
of the whole vast continent. To such advan-
tage of situation, on the very highway between
two oceans, are added a soil of unsurpassed
richness, and a fascinaiing, undulating beauty
of surface, with a health-giving climate, cal-
culated to nuarturée a powerful and generous
people, worthy to be a central pivot of Ame-
rican institutions,
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more than Sparta contained when she rulec
Greece, and sent forth her devoted children.
quickened by a mother’s benediction, to returr
with their shields or on them; more than

under her Kings, she commenced that sove-
reign sway, which afterwards embraced the}
whole earth ; more than London held, when.

English banner was carried victoriously over
the chivalrous hosts of France.

Against this territory, thus fortunate 1in
position and population, a erime has been coni-
mitted, which i1s without example in the
records ot the past. Not in plundering pro-
vinces, nor 1n the. cruelties of selfish goy-
ernors will you find its parallel; and yet therej
18 an ancleut instance, which may show at
least the path of justice. In the terrible im-
peachment by which the great Roman Orator
has Dblasted through all time the name of
Verres, amidst charges of robbery and sacri-
lege, the enormity which most aroused the
1ndignant voice of his accuser, and which still
stands forth with strongest distinectness, ar-
resting the sympathetic indignation of all who
read the story, 1s, that away in Sicily he had
scourged a citizon of Rome—that the cry—
[ ama Roman citizen,” had been interposed
In vain against the lash of the tyrant governor.
Other charges were, that he had carried away
productions of art, and that he had violated
the sacred shrines.

It was in the presence of the Roman Senate
that this arraignment proceeded; in a temple
of the Forum, amidst crowds-—such no
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enerations, in every land where eloquence
as been studied or where the Roman name
a3 been recognized—has listened to the ac-
usation, and throbbed with condemnation of
10 criminal.

Sir, speaking in an age of light, and in a
nd of constitutional liberty, where the safe-
uards of elections are justly placed among
e highest triumphs of civilization, I fearless-
y assert that the wrongs of much abused
icily, thus memorable in history, were small
y the side of the wrongs of Kansas, where
he very shrines of popular institutions, more
scred than any heathen altar, have been
esecrated ; where the ballot-box, more pre-
ious than any work, in ivory or marble, from

nd where the cry, *“I am an American citi-
en,”” has been interposed in vain against
utrage of every kind, even upon life itself.
\re you against sacrilege? I present it for
our execration. Are you against robbery ?
hold it up to your scorn. Are you for the

5 1nstall itself on their very necks!

But the wickedness which I now begin to
notive which prompted it.
aon lust for power did this uncommon tragedy
ave 1ts origin. It is the rape of a virgin ter-

epraved longing for a new slave State, the
iIdeous offspring of such a crime, in the hope
f adding to the power of slavery in the
jational government. Yes, sir; when the
rhole world, alike Christian and Turk, is
1sing up to condemn this wrong, and to make
6 a hissing to the nations, liere in our repub-
1¢, force, aye, sir, FORCIE—has been openly
mployed in compelling Kansas to the pollu-
lon of slavery, all for the sake of political
jower. There 13 a simple fact, which you
711l vainly attempt to deny, but which in
tself presents an essential wickedness that
nakes othier public erimes seem like public
1rtues.

But this enormity, vast beyond comparison,
wells to dimensions of wickedness which the
Inagination toils in vain to grasp, when it is
nderstood that for this purpose are hazarded
he horrors of intestine feud, not only in this
Istant territory, but everywhere throughout
ae country.  Already the muster has begun.
he strife i1s no longer local, but national.
wven now, while I speak, portents hang on all

arken the broad land, which already yawns
nith the mutterings of civil war.

The tury of the propagandists of slavery, and

2

ence—the countless multitude of succeeding| the calm determination of their opponents, are

now diffused from the distant territory over
wide-spread communities, and the whole coan-
try, in all its extent—marshalling hostile divi-
sions, and foreshadowing a strife, which, un-
less happily averted by the triumph of Free-
dom, will become war—fratricidal, parricidal
war—with an accumulated wickedness beyond

the wickedness of any war in human annals;
justly provoking the avenging judgment of
Providence and the avenging pen of history,
and constituting a strife, in the language of
the ancient writer, more than foreign, more
than social, more than civil; but somnething

1¢ cunning hand of art, has been plundered ; |

1tory, compelling 1t to the hateful embrace of|
lavery; and it may be clearly traced to a

ne arches of the horizon, threatening to|
|

compounded of all these strifes, and in itself
‘more than war; sed potius commune quoddam
ex omnibus et plus qguam bellum. |
Such is the crime which you are to judge.
But the criminal also must be dragged into
' day, that you may see and measure tlie power
by which all this wrong is sustained. From
no common source could it proceed. In its
 perpetration was needed a spirit of vaulting
ambition which would hesitate at nothing; a

rotection of American citizens? I show you | hardihood of purpose which was insensible to
ow their dearest rights have been cloven the judgment of mankind; a madness for
own, while a tyrannical usurpation has sought | slavery which should disregard the Constitu-

|
|
|

‘tion, the laws, and all the great examples of
our history; also a consciousness of power

xpose 1s 1mmeasurably aggravated by the|such as comes from the habit of power: a
Notin any com- | combination of energies found only in a hun-

'dred arms directed by a hundred eyes; a con-
trol of public opinion, through venal pens and
a prostituted press; an ability to subsidize
crowds 1n every vocation of life—the politi-
cian with his local 1mportance, the lawyer
with his subtle tongue, and even the authority
of the judge on the bench; and a familiar use
of men 1n places high and low, so that none,
from the President to the lowest border post-
master, should decline to be its tool ; all these
thiggs and more were needed ; and they were
found in the slave power of our republic
There, sir, stands the criminal—all unmaskec
betore you—lieartless, grisping, and tyranni-
cal=-with an audacity beyond that of Verres,
a subtlety beyond that of Machiavel, a mean-
ness beyond that of Bacon, and an ability be-
yond that of Hastings. Justice to Kansas can
be secured only by the prostration of this in-
fluence; for this is the power behind—greater
than any President—which succors and sus-
tains the crime. Nay, the proceedings I now
arruign derive their feartul consequence only
from this connection.

In now opening this great matter, I am not
insensible to the austere demands ot the occa-
sion ; but the dependence of the crime against

i

Kansas upon theslave power is so peculiar and
important, that [ trust to be pardoned while 1
impress it by an illustration, which to some
may seem trivial. It is related in Northern
mythology, that the god of Force, visiting an



enchanted region, was challenged by his royal
entertainer to what seemed a humble feat
of strength, merely, sir, to lift a cat from

ind. The god smiled at thechallenge,
and, calmly placing his hand under the belly
of the animal, with superhuman strength,
. while the back of the feline monster
arched far upwards, even beyond reach, and
> paw actually forsook the earth, until
it last the discomfited divinity desisted ; but
he was little surprised at his defeat, when he
learned that this creature, whiclh seemed to be
a cat and nothing more, was not merely a
cat, but that 1t belonged to and was a part of
the great Terrestrial Serpent which, in its
inpumerable folds, encircled the whole globe.
Even so the creature whose paws are now
fastened upon Kansas, whatever it may seem
to be, constitutes in reality a part of the slave
power, which, with loathsome folds, is now
colled about the whole land. Thus do 1
expose the extent of the present contest, where
we encounter not merely local resistance, but
also the unconquered, sustaining arm behind.
Bat out of the vastness of the crime attempted,
with all its woe and shame, I derive a well-
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founded assurance of a commensurate vastness |

of effort against it, by the aroused masses of
vhe country, determined, not only to vindicate
right against wrong, but to redeem the Repub-
lic from the thraldom of that oligarchy which

prompts, directs, and concentrates the distant |

wrong,

Such is the crime, and such the criminal,
which it is my duty in this debate to expose,
and, by the blessing of God, this duty shall be
done completely to the end. But this will not
be enough. The apologies, which, with strange
hardihood, have been offered for the crime,
must be brushed away, so that it shall stand
forth, without a single rag, or fig-leaf, to cover
its vileness. And, finally, the true remedy
must be shown. The subject is complex in its

elations as it is transcendent in importance;
and yet, if I am honored by your attention, I
hope to exhibit it clearly in all its parts, while
[ conduct you to the inevitable conclusion,
that Kansas must be admitted at once. witli
her present constitution, as a State of this
Union, and :'I; ¢ a new star to the blue field of
' 1l flag.
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But, before entering upon the arguu ent,
must sgy something of a general characier
particularly in response to what has falle
from Senators who have raised themselves t
eminence on this floor in championship of ht
man wrongs; I mean the Senator from Sout
Carolina, [Mr. BurrEr,] and the Senator fror
[llinois, [Mr. Dougras,] who, though unlike 4
Don Quixote and Sancho Panza, yet, like thi
couple, sally forth together in the same caus
The Senator from South Carolina has read
many books of chivalry, and believes himsel]
a chivalrous knight, with sentiments of hono
and courage. Of course he has chosen a mig
tress to whom he has made his vows, an
who, though ugly to others, is always lovel;
to him; though polluted in the sight of th
world, 1s chaste in his sight—I mean the har
lot, Slavery. For her, his tongue is alway,
profuse in words. Let her be impeached ir
character, or any proposition made to shut he
out from the extension of her wantonness, ang
no extravagance of manner or hardihood of
assertion 1is then too great for this Senator
The frenzy of Don Quixote, in behalf of hi
wench Duleinea del Toboso, is all surpassed
The asserted rights of Slavery, which shocl

claim of ejuality. If th- slave States canno!
enjoy what, in mockery of the great fathers o
the Republic, he misnan.es equality under thy
Jonstitution—in other words, the full powe
in the National Territories to compel fellow-
men to unpaid toil, to separate husband ang
wife, and to sell little children at the auction
blonk-—then, sir, the chivalric Senator wil
conduct the State of Sc uth Carolina out of th
Union! Heroic kniglit! Exalted Senator!
A second Moses come for a second exodus !

But not content with this poor menace
which we have been twice told was * meas:
ured,” the Senator, i1 the unrestrained chiv:
alry of his nature, las undertaken to apply
opprobrious words to those who ditfer from
him on this floor. e calls them * sectional
and fanatical ; and opposition to the usurpa-
tion in Kansas, he ¢enounces as * an uncalcu-
lating fanaticism.” To be sure, these charges
lack all grace of o vinality, and all sentiment
of truth; but the . 'venturous Senator does
not hesitate. e is the uncompron.ising, un-
lilll-]lih:' I'epresd nfutive on this floor of a tla-
rrant sectionalism which now domineers over

doin Wwas


misnan.es

t:onal, he arraigns as sectional. This will
t do. It involves too great a perversion of
ms. I tell that Senator, that it 1s to him-
f, and to the ‘* organization ” of which heis
¢ committed advocate,” that this epithet
ongs. I now fasten 1t upon thein.

estion has been raised here, I affirm that the
publican party of the Unilon is in no just
1se sectional, but, more than any other party,

loe from the high places of the Government
» tyrannical sectionalism of which the Sen-

t zealots.
I'o the charge of fanaticism I also reply.
, fanaticism is found in an enthusiasm or
geeration of opinions, particularly on reli-
jus subjects ; but there may be a fanaticisin
evil as well as for good. Now, I will not
1y, that there are persons among us loving
serty too well for their personal good, in a
ish generation. Such there may be, and,
the sake of their example, would that there
re more! In calling them * fanatics,” you
t contumely upon the noble army of mar-
3, from the earliest day down to this hour:
n the great tribunes of human rights, by
om life, liberty, and happiness, on earth,
re been secured ; upon the long line of de-
ed patriots, who, throughout history, have
ly loved their country ; and, upon all, who,
noble aspirations for the general good, and
orgetfulness of self, have stood out before
ir age, and gathered into their generous
oms the shatts of tyranny and wrong, in
er to make a pathway for Truth. You dis-
lit Lutker, when alone he nailed his arti-
y to the door of the church at Wittenberg,
then, to the imperial demand that hLe
uld retract, firmly replied, * Here I stand;
innot do otherwise, so help me God!” You
sredit Hampden, when alone he refused to
* the few shillings of ship-money, and shook
.throne of Charles I. ; you discredit Milton,
en, amidst the corruptions of a heartless
1rt, he lived on, the Infty friend of Liberty,
;ve question or sT._picion; you discredit
ssell and Sidoey. when, for the sake of their
ntry, they calinly turned from family and
nds, to tread the narrow steps of the scaf-
l; vou discredit the early founders of
lerican institutions, who preferred the Lard-
s of a wilderness, surrounded by a savage
, to 1njustice on beds of ease; you discredit
later fathers, who, few in numbers and
1k 1n resources, yet strong in their cause,
.not hesitate to brave the mighty power of
rland, already encircling the globe with her
rning drum-beats. Yes, sir, of such are
fanatics of Lisiury, according to the Sena-
., But I tell that Senator, that there are
racters badly eminent, of whose fanaticism

For |

self, I care little for names; but since the |

tional ; and that it now goes forth to dis-|

r from South Carolina is one of the mad-|
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|there can be no question. Such were tlie an-
 cient Egyptians, who worshipped divinities in
| bratish forms ; the Druids, who darkened t]
forests of oak, in which they lived, by sacri-
fices of blood: the Mexicans, who surrendered
| countless vietims to the propitiation of their
obscene idols; the - Spaniards, who, under
| Alva, sought to force the Inquisition upon
Holland, by a tyranny kindred to that now
| employed to force Slavery upon Kansas :
such were the Algerines, when in solemn con-
clave, after listening to a speech not unlike
that of the Senator from South Carolina, thes
resolved to continue the slavery of whit
Christians, and to extend it to the countrymer
of Washington! Aye, sir, extendit! Andin
this same dreary catalogue, faithful history
must record all who now, in an enlizhtened
age, and in a land of hoasted Freedom, stand
up, in perversion of the Constitution, and in
denial of immortal truth, to fasten a new
shackle upon their fellow-man. If the Sena-
tor wishes to see fanatics, let him look round
among his own associates: let him look at’
himself.

But I have not done with the Senator.
There is another matter regarded by him of
such consequence, that he interpolated it into
the speech of the Senator from New Hampshire,
[Mr. Harg,] and also announced that he had
prepared himself with it, to take in his pocket
all the way to DBoston, when he expected to
address the people of that community. On
this account, and for the sake of truth, I stop
for one moment, and tread it to the ecarth.
The North, according to the Senator, was
engaged 1n the slave trade, and helped to intro-
duce slaves into the Southern States:; and this
undeniable fact he proposed to establish by
statistics, in stating which his errors surpassea
his sentences in number. But I let these pass
for the present, that [ may deal with his argu-
ment. Pray, sir, is the acknowledged turpi-
tude of a departed generation to become an
example for us? And yet the suggestion of
the Senator, if entitled to any consideration in
this dtscussion, must have this extent. I join
my friend from New Hampshire in thaoking
the Senator from South Carolina for adducing
this instance; for it gives me an opportunity to
say, that the Northern merchants, with homes
in Boston, DBristol, Newport, New York, and
Philadelphia, who catered for Slavery during
the years of the slave trade, are the lineal pro-
cenitors of the Northern men, with homes 1n
these places, who lend themselves to Slavery
in our day; and especially that all, whether
Northh or South, who take part, directly or
indirectly, in the conspiracy against Kansas, do
but continue the work of the slave-traders,
which you condemn. It i1s true, too true,
alas! that cur fathers were engaged in this
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trattic ; but that is no apology for it. Andin
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repelling the authority of this example, I'repel| The Senator dreams that he can subdue g
also the trite argument founded on the earlier | North. He disclaims the open threat, but |
examuple of England. It is true that our|conduct still implies it. How little tH
wther country, at the peace of Utrecht,|Senator knows himself, or the strength of
extorted from Spain the Assiento Contract,|cause which he persecutes! He is but a mory
securing the monopoly of the slave trade with [man; against him is an immortal princip.l
nish Colonies, 4as the whole price of all | With finite power he wrestles with the infini
lood of great victories; that she higgled|and he must fall. Against him are strong
at Aix-la-Chapelle for another lease of this|battalions than any marshaled by mortal m
exclusive trafiic; and again, at the treaty of |—the inborn, ineradicable. invincible sed)
Madrid, clung to the wretched piracy.. It is|{ments of the huinan heart; against himl
true, that in this spirit the power of the mother | nature in all her subtle forces; against him]
country was prostituted to the same base ends | God. Let him try to snbdue these. |
in her American Colonies, against indignant |

! O » \ | o ‘: 3y ° '; [
protests from our fathers. All these thines But .I pass from these th'nf_:‘? }’_9'111051, thou.i
L belonging to the very heart ot the discussid
v N ' “ . A K- ‘
are vet preliminary in character, and press|

once to the main question, |

pow rise up in judgment azainst her.
not follow the Senator from South Carolina to
do the very evil to-day, which in another gene- _ -
ation we condemn. 1. Tt belongs to me now, in the first pig
As the Senator from South Carolina is the|to expose the CriME AcaINsT KANSAS, in |
Don Quixote, the Senator from Illinois [Mr.|origin and extent. Logically, this is ¢
DoucLas] is the squire of Slavery, its very| beginning of the argument. I say Crime,
dancho Panza, ready to do all its humiliating | deliberately adopt this strongest term, as b|
ofices. This Senator, in his labored address, |ter than any other denoting the consumm;

vindicating his labored report—piling one mass | transgression. I would go further, if langug

of elaborate error upon another mass—con-|could further go. It is the Crime of Crin
strained himself, as you will remember, to|—surpassing far the old erimen majestat
untamiliar decencies of speech. Of that address | pursued with vengeance by the laws of Ron
I have nothing to say at this moment, thouch |and containing all the crimes, as the oreal
betore’l sit down I shall show something of its|contains the less. 1 do not go too far, whel
fallacies. But I go back ‘now to an earlier|call it the Orime against Nuture, from whi
n, true to his native impulses, he|the soul recoils, and which languace refuses
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threw into this discussion, *for a charm of

ot

powerful trouble,” personalities most discre-|proceed. The whole subject has already t
: e to this body. 1 will not stop to repel|

¢ 1tnputations which he cast upon myself’:
but 1 mention thein to remind vou of the

“sweltered venom sleeping got,” which, with
O ied 1ngredients, he cast into the!
: on of this debate. Of other things I

standing on this floor, the Senator

1ssi1ed D Ipt, requiring submission to th

L)s ned  Power of I&r-pll&it*: {Ul._l llli~ Was
nccompanied by a manner—all his own—such |
the tyrannical threat. Very well.
et the Senator try, I tell him now that he
enton any such submission. Tha
. . ' Wikl the :"“J;:,'\ & I)(J\.l S dl ] i‘ }'."l"] - i*
A ,
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i€ 18 bld He shrinks 11'om noti-
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.‘.;li;!iqT_‘, CANNoOT <compass thls work, ‘llll'
il COL1¢ Lie Drit h offic I’y “!l“, with
boastiul swagger, said that with the hilt of his
tward e would eram the ** LAl |s: " down the
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country with ecivil fend. Like the ancient
| _ 40D
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|describe.  To lay bare this enormity, I nc

come a twice-told tale, and its renewed recit
will be a renewal of its sorrow and sham
but 1 shall not hesitate to enter upon
The occasion requires it from the beginning.
[t has been well remarked by a distinguishi
 historian of our country, that, at the Ithuri
touch of the Missouri discussion, the slave i
terest hitherto hardly recognized as a distin
clement in our system, started up portentous ar
dilated, with threats and assumptions, whig
are the origin of our existing national politid
This was in 1820. The discussion ended wif
the admission of Missouri as a slaveholdir
State, and the prohibition of Slaverv in
the remaining territory west of the Missi
sippi, and north of 36° 80, leaving the cond
tion of other territories south of this line, ¢
subsequently acquired, untouched bv tH
rrangement. Here was a solemn 1;.(?t
legislation, called at the timo g compromise,
covenant, a compact, first brought forward i
this body by a slaveholder—vindicated b
slaveholders in debate—finally sanctioned b
slaveholding votes—also upheld at the tin
by the essential approbation of a slaveholdi
President, James Monroe, and his Cabinet, a

of Constituticnal Laberty, grander than Ephe
glull Aol but lli CANnNnoOt entoret Ubt‘*di(‘“('%':

W that tyrannical Usurpatiou. 1

e

Mr. Qalhioun himself; and this compromis
was made the condition of the admission o

whom a majority were slaveholders, includin



issouri, without which that State could not|rights of the people. With some, it wa

ive been received into the Union.  The bar- fopenly the extension of Slavery; and wit}

in was simple, and was applicable, of course, | others, it was openly the establishmen

ly to the territory named. Leaving ali the|ot Freedom, under the guise of Populat

Lier territory to await the judgment of |Sovereignty. Of course, the measure, thug
other generation, the South said to the|upheld in defiance of reason, was carried
orth, Conquer your prejudices so far as to|through Congress in defiance of all the secu.
Imit Missouri as a slave State, and, in consi- |rities of legislation: and I mention thess
ration of this much-coveted boon, slavery |things that you may see in what foulness the
tall be prohibited forever in all the remain- |present crime was engendered.

¢ Louisiana Territory above 86° 30"; and| It was carried, first, by whipping in to its
le North yielded. support, through Executive influence and
In total disregard of history, the President, | patronage, men who acted acainst their own
his annual message, has told us that this|declared judgment and the known will of their
ympromise ‘¢ was reluctantly acquiesced in by | constituents. Secondly, by foisting out of place,
e Southern States.” Just the contrary is|both in the Senate and House of Representa-
ue. It was the work of slaveholders, aud |tives, important business, long pending, and
as crowded by their concurring votes upon |usurping its room. Zhirdly, by trampling
reluctant North. At the time it was hailed | under foot the rules of the House of Represen-
7 slaveholders as a vicotry. Charles Pinck- | tatives, always before the safeguard of the
by, of South Carolina, in an oft-quoted let- | minority. And Fourthly, by driving it to a
r, written at three o'clock on the night of | close during the very session in which it origi-
3 passage, says, *‘ It 13 considered here by the |nated, so that it anight not be arrested by the
aveholding States as a great triumph.” At |indignant voice of the People. Such are some
e North it was accepted as a defeat, and the|of the means by which this snap-judgment
iends of Freedom overywhere throughout|was obtained. If the clear will of the People
e country bowed their heads with mortifi-| had not been disregarded, it could not have
tion. DBut little did they know the com-|passed. If the government had not nefariously
eteness of their disaster. Little did theylinterposed its influence, it could not have
‘eam that the prohibition of Slavery in the passed. If it had been left to its natural place
crritory, which was stipulated as the price [1n the order of business, it could not have
F their fatal capitulation, would also at the very | passed. If the rules of the Jouse and the
oment of its maturity be wrested from them. | rights of the minority had not been violated,
‘Time passed, and it became necessary to pro-|it could not have passed. If it had been al-
de for this Territory an organized Govern-|lowed to go over to another Congress, when
ent. Suddenly, without notice 1in the public [the People might be heard, it would have
ess, or the prayer of a single petition, or|ended; and then the C° ne we now deplore,
re word of public recornmendation from the | wounld have been withot 1ts first seminal life.
resident—after an acquiescence of thirty-| Mr. President, I mean to keep absolutely
iree years, and the irreclaimable possession|within the limits of parliamentary propriety.
7 the South of its special share under this|{I make no personal imputations; but only
‘mpromise—in violation of every obligation of | with frankness, such as belongs to the occa-
nor, compact, and good neighborhood-—and |sion and my own character, describe a great
L contemptuous disregard of the out-gushing | historical act, which is now enrolled in the
‘ntiments of an aroused North, this time-|Capitol. Sir, the Nebraska Bill was in every
enored prohibition, in itself a Landmark of |respect a swindle. It was a swindle Ly the
eedom, was overturned, and the vast region |South” of the North. It was, on the part of
9w known as Kansas and Nebraska was|those.who had already completely enjoyed
jened to Slavery. It was natural that a|their share of the Missourt Compromise, a
‘easure thus repugnant in character should [swindle of those whose share was vet abso-
» pressed by arguments mutually repugnant. | lutely untouched; and the plea of unconstitu-
|was urged on two principal reasons, so op- | tionality set up—Ilike the plea of usury after
psite and inconsistent as to slap each other|the borrowed money has been enjoyed—did
' the face—one being that, by the repeal of | not make it less a swindle. Urged as a Bill of
‘¢ prohibition, the Territory would be left|Peace, it was a swindle of the whole country.
ben to the entry of slaveholders with their|Urged as opening the doors to slave-masters
aves, without hindrance; and the other|with their slaves, it was a swindle of the as-
ding. that the people would be left absolutely |serted doctrine of Popular Sovereignty. Urged
2e te determine the question for themselves, |as sanctioning Popular Sovereigity, it was a
il 1o prohibit the entry of slaveholders with | swindle of the asserted rights of slave-masters.
Feir slaves, if they should think best.  With | [t was a swindle of a broad territory, thus
‘me, the apology was the alleged rights ot |cheated of protection against Slavery. It wag
weliolders ; with others, it was the alleged |a swindle of a great cause, early espoused by

|




Washington, Franklin, and Jefiferson, sur-
rounded by the best fathers of the Republic.
Sir, it was a swindle of God-given inalienable

Rights. Turn it over; look at it on all sides,
and it is everywhere a swindle; and, if the

word I now employ has not the authority of
classical usage, it has, on this occasion, the
indubitable authoritv of fitness. No other
ord will adequately express the mingled
anness and wickedness of the cheat.

[ts character was still further apparent in
the general structure of the bill. Amidst
pvertlowing professions of regard for the sov-
ereignty ot the People in the Territory, they |
were despoiled of every essential privilege of
yovereignty. They were not allowed to choose
their Governor, Secretary, Chief Justice, As-

sociate J hst-ces, Attorney, or Marshal—all of |

vhom are sent from Washington; nor were|
‘hey allowed to regulate the salaries of any of |
t iese fumnctionaries, or the daily allowance of |

he legislative body, or even %he pay of the|
clell S 4nd doolkeepera, but they were left |
free to adopt Slavery. And this was called
Popular Sovereignty! Time does not allow,
nor does the occasion require, that I should
stop to dwell on this transparent device to
cover a transc endent wrong. Suffice it to say,
that Slavery is in itself an arrowant denial of
Hiuman Rights, and by no human reason can
the power to establish such a wrong be placed
sinong the attributes of any just sovereignty.

| Ways been 'Y rarded as a seven-fold shield 1, COV~-]

refusing it such a place, I do not deny
ights, but uphold them:; I do not

iin  popular rights, but extend them.
,sir, to this conclusion You must yet come,
less deaf, not only to the admonitions of

' contemplated.

| to expose the conspiracy beyond.

litical justice, but also to the genius of our
ywn Constitution, under which, when proper-
v interpreted, no valid clai m 1u1‘ Slavery can
set up anywhere in the National territory.
T'he Senator from Mic l,l,_ i [Mr. Cass] may
V. 11} I'€éSPO! to the denator Irom \I'--'--
) [h‘Ii J;.ILU“ |] 18 “:.'1\-1'." cannot g¢o
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in the States and Territorles, as recognized by
the legislation of 1850, commonly called the!
Compromise Measures, is hereby declared in-
operative and void.” Thus, with insidious]
ostentation, was it pretended that an act, vio-j§
lating the greatest compromise of our legisla-]
tive hlatOI‘}, and setting loose the fuundatlons'
of all compromise, was derived out of a com-
promise. Then followed in the Bill the fur-1
ther declaration, which is entirely without pre-
cedent, and which has been aptly called,
stump speech in its belly,” namely : *it belng
the true intent and meaning of this act, not to|
legislate Slavery into any Territory or State,}
nor to exclude it therefrom, but to leave thef
people thereof perfectly free to form and regu-
Jate their domestic institutions in their own]
way, subject only to the Constitution of the
United States.” IHere were smooth words,)
such as belong to a cunning tongue enlisted inj
a bad cause. DBut whatever may have been'
their various hidden meanings, this at least
was evident, that, by their eftc(,t, the Congres-|

sional Prohibition of Slavery, whi(h had al--l

ering the whole Louisiana Territory north of |
300 3u . was now removed, while a principle|
was declared, which would render the supj:le-|
mentary Prohibition of Slavery in Minnescta,
Oregon, and Washington, * inoperative and
void,” and thus open to Slaver y all these vast
regions, now the rude cradles of mighty States.
Here you see the magnitude of the mischief]
But my purpose now is with
the Criine against Kansas, and I shall not stop

Mr. President, men are wisely presumed to!
intend the natural consequences of their con-
duet, and to seek what their acts seem to pro-
mote. Now, the Nebraska Bill, on its very
fac e, openly (1 ared the way for Slavery, anc
it is not wrong to presume that its ori; 'Hldt()l :
intended the natural conse qUeENnCces of *-h(‘ll (Il

act, and sought ill Illi* Wway to t‘\i‘ll'! Slaverv,
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und any favor; nor is it too much to
y, that, had these great patriots once more
me among us, not one of shem, with his
lcorded unretracted opinions on Slavery,
mld have been nominated by the President or
miirmed by the Senate for any post in that
irritory.  With such auspices the conspiracy
‘oceeded. Even in advance of the Nebraska
11, secret societies were organized in Missouri,
tensibly to protect her institutions, and after-
lards, under the name of ‘ Self-Defensive As-
clations,”” and of ** Blue Lodges,” these were
ultiplied throughout the western counties of
at State, before any counter-movement from

7 the activity of these societies, and the inte-
st of slaveholders everywhere, with the ad-
imtages derived from the neighborhood of
fissouri, and the influence of the Territorial
dvernment, Slavery might be introduced into

i conflict—that the crocodile egg might be
salthily dropped in the sun-burnt soil, there

ptile monster.

But the conspiracy was unexpectedly balked.
1¢ debate which convulsed Congress, had
‘rred the whole country.  Attention from all
les was directed upon Kansas, which at once
came the favorite goal of emigration. The
1l had loudly declared, that its object was
i;0 leave the people perfectly free to form
d regulate their domestic institutions in their
ivn way ;" and its supporters everywhere chal-
Inged the determination of the question be-
iveen Freedom and Slavery by a competition
, emigration.  Thus, while opening the Terri-
ry to Slavery, the bill also opened 1t to emi-
sants from every quarter, who might by their
tes redress the wrong. The populous ;\TOI‘T:]I,
iung by a sharp sense of outrage, and 1nspir-
t{ by a noble cause, poured into the debatable
ind, and promised soon to establish asupre-
lacy of numbers there, involving, of course,
1just supremacy of Freedom. |

)" Then was conceived the consmummation of the
‘rime against Kansas. What could not be
scomplished peaceably, was to be accom-
ished forcibly. The reptile monster, that
>uld not be quietly and securely .11:1tc]1ed
1ere, was to be pushed fall-grown into the
Yerritory. All efforts were now given to the
ismal work of forcing Slavery on Iree Soil.
h flagrant derogation of the very Popular
bovereignty, whose name helped to 1mpose
ais Bill upon the country, the atrocious ob-
Lect wus now distinetly avowed. \And the
“vowal has been followed by the act. Slavery
as been forcibly introduced into Kansas, and
Maced under the formal safeguards ot pre-
tsnded law. How this was done, belongs to
e arghient.

be hatched unobserved until it sent forth its |

In depicting this consummation, the sim-

¢ North. It was confidently anticipated, that

S

plest outline, without one word of color, will
be best. Whether regarded in its mass or its
details, in its origin or its results, it is all
blackness, illumined by nothing from itself,
but only by the heroism of the undaunted men
and women, whom it environed. A plain
statement of facts will be a picture of fearful
truth, which faithful history will preserve in
its darkest gallery. In the foreground all will
recognize a familiar character, in himself a
connecting link between the President and the
border ruffian—less conspicuous for ability
than for the exalted place he has occupied—

who once sat in the seat where you now sit,
sir; where once sat John Adams and Thomas
Jefferson; also, where once sat Aaron Burr.
I need not add the name of David R. Atchi-

son. You have not forgotten that, at the ses-
sion of Congress immediately succeeding the

| Nebraska Bill, he came tardily to his duty
ansas, quietly but surely, without arousing|here, and then, after a short time, disappeared.

The secret has been long since disclosed. Like
Catiline, he stalked into this Chamber reek-
ing with conspiracy—mmo in Senatum venit.
and then like Catiline he skulked away—
abiit, excessit, evasit, erupit—to join and pro-
voke the conspirators, who at a distance
awaited their congenial chief. Under the 1n-
fluence of his malign presence the Crime
ripened to its fatal fruits, while the similitude
with Catiline was again renewed in the sym-,
pathy, not even concealed, which he found in
the very Senate itself, where, beyond even the
oman example, a Senator has not hesitated
te appear as his open compurgator.

And now, as I proceed to show the way in
which this Territory was overrun and finally

| subjugated to Slavery, I desire to removein

advance all question with regard to the autho-
rity on which I rely. The evidence is second-
ary ; but it is the best which, in the nature of
the case, can be had, and it is not less clear,
direct, and peremptory, than any by which wa

are assured of the campaigns in the Crimea or
the tall of Sevastopol. Inits manifold mass, 1
confidently assert, thatit is such a body of
evidence as the human mind is not able %o
resist. It is found in the concurring reports
lof the public press: in the letters of corres-
pondents ; in the testimony of travellers ; and
in the unaffected story to which I have listened
from leading citizens, who, during this winter,
lhave ¢ come flocking” here from that distant
Territory. It breaks forth in the ilrrepressib‘le
outery, reaching us from Kansas, in truthtul
tones, which leave no ground of mistake. It
addresses us in formal complaints, 1nstinct
with the indignation of a people determined
to be free, and unimpeachable as the declara-
tions of a murdered man on his dying bed
acainst his murderer.

"I begin with an admission from the Presi-
dent himself, in whose sight the people of

q
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Kansas have little favor. And yet, after|
arraigning the innocent emigrants from the|
North, he was constrained to declare that thcl' ,
conduct was *far from justifying the <llegal
and reprehensible counter-movement which
e”‘-u_ 1.” Then, by the reluctant admission|

- Chiet legi-'tlatv there was a counter- |
‘ .-m,nt at once ¢llegal and reprehensible. |
I thank thee, President, for teaching me these
W and I now put them in the front of
this exposition, as in themselves a confession. |
Sir, this ‘*illegal and reprehensible counter-
movement’ 1s none other than the dreadful]

‘d‘
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Crime—under an apologetic alias—Dby which, |
thre "0‘1 suceessive 1nvasions, Slavery has been

forcibly planted in this Territory.

Ne t to this Presidential admission 1nust
be placed the details of the invasions, which I
now present as not only ‘illegal and repre-
hensible,” butalso unquestionable evidence of
the resulting Crime.

The wviolence, for some time threatened,
broke forth on the 29th November, 1854, at
the first election of a Delegate to Congress,
when companles from Missouri, amounting to
upwards of one thousand, crossed into Kansas,
and, with force and arms, proceeded to vote
for Mr. Whitfield, the candidate of Slavery.
An eye-witness, General Pomeroy, of superior
intellizence and perfect integrity, thus de-|
scribes this scene:

| enough for a protracted fight, and among them two braj

' and flags ﬁym,f_', and t}n,lr leaders were of the most prom
| nent and conspicuous men of their State.”

“The £r¢¢ bhallot-box that was opened upon our virgin
8oil was closed to us by overpowering numbers and impend-
ing foi S0 bold alid reckless were our invaders, that
they cared not 1o coanceal their attack. They came upon us
net in the guise of voters to steal away our franchise, but
boldly and openly to snatch it with a strong hand. They
canie directly from their own homes, and in compact and
yricanized S, with arms in hand and provisions for the
exped marched to ounr polls, and, when their work was
done, rcturned whence they came,”

Here was an outrage at which the coolest

blood of lm';iuii m boils. Tll()l""h for vari-
ous reasons ununecessary to (lcvvlup the busy

11855, a storm long brewing

settlers allowed the election to pass uncontest-

ed, still the means employed were none the|
less “illegal and re prehensll le,”

This mfliction was a significant prelude to
the grand invasion of the 30th March, 1855
. ~ a 2 > rgy o o o )
at the election of the first Territorial Legisla-
ture under the organic law, when an armed
multitnde from Mn souri entered the Territory,

 the Te rritory, born to If l'cwlnm, and educat

in lareer numbers than (n«lu ral Tavlor com-
manded at Buena Vista, or than Gen. Jack
son had within his lines at New Orlean:

lareer far than our fathers rallied on Bunker

Hill. On they came as an * army with ban-|
ners,” organized in companies, with officer
munitions, tents, and provisions, as thouczh
marching upon a forelgn toe, and breathing
l"ll‘ Inonthed thre a{s that tl ' WHH[{' L1'r'y
their purpose, if need be, by the bowie-knife
L revolver.  Among them, according 1o hi
own confession, was David IR, Atehison, belted
with th 'x’..'r;;'.' il of 1is y Wil o e

lits princ iples and the (ham( ter of its citizol
as the citadel of the good cause.

the way In which it began, A citizen ¢
Kansas, by the name of Dow, was murder;
by one of the partisans of Slavery, under

LIrenls

I
Arrived at their several destinations on th':
nicht before the election, the invaders pitche
their tents, placed their sentries, and waite
for the coming day. The same trust- worth

eye witness,whom 1 have already quoted, sa 2y,
of one localu) : ‘

“ Baggage-wagons were there, with arms and ammunitid

field-pieces, ready charged. They came with drums beati

|

l
l
:
1.

Of another locality, he says:

“The invaders came together in one armed and organiz
body, with trains of fifty deonb, besides horsemen, and,
night before election, pitched their camp in the wcxmty [
the polls; and having appointed their own judges in plal
of those who, from intimidation or otherwise, failed to 2

tend, they voted without any proof of residence.” 5

With this force they were able, on the sul

ceeding day, in some places, to intimidate t
Judges of elections; in others to subsmtu
judges of their own appomtment : in others, |
wrest the ballot-boxes from their rightful pd
sessors, and everywhere to exercise a complel
control of the election, and thus, by a pret
natural audacity of usurpatlon, 1mpose a Legl
lature upon the free people of Kansas. Thi
was conquered the Sevastopol of that Ter:
tory !
gut it was not enouch to secure the Legis!
ture. The election of a member of Oongx e
recurred on the 2d October, 1855, and the san
foreigners, who had lear ned their str engt
again manifested it. Another invasion,
controlling numbers, came from Missouri, ar
once more fow'b]y exercised the electoral fra
chise 1n Kansas.
At last, in the latter days of \ovemb(
, burst upon t
heads of thie devoted people. 'The ballot-box
had been violated, and a Legislature installé
which had proceeded to carry out the consj
racy of the invaders; but the good people ';

as American citizens, showed no signs of su
mission. Slavery, though recognized by pi
tended law, was 1n many places practically |
outlaw. To the lawless borderers, this w
hard to bear:; and, like the Heathen of ol
they raged, particularly against the town
L.u rence, uhmd\ known, by the firmness

On th
account they threatened, in their peculiar la
cuace, to ‘“‘wipe it out.” Soon the host
power was gathered for this purpose. T
wickedness of this invasion was enhanced

A
b |

name of **law and order.” Such an outra
natarally aroused indignation and provok
The professors of **law and ordet
lowed the murderer to escape; and, s



farther to illustrate the irony of the name they
assumed, seized the friend ot the murdered
man, whose few neighbors soon rallied for his
rescue. This transaction, though totaily dis-
regarded in its chief front of wickedness, be-
aiue the excuse for unprecedented excitement.
‘he weak Governor, with no faculty higher
than servility to Slavery—whom the President,
in his oflicial delinquency, had appointed to a
trust worthy only of a well-balanced character
—was frightened from his propriety. By pro-
clamation he invoked the Territory. By tele-
graph he invoked the President.
tory would not respond to lis senseless appeal.
I'he President was dumb; but the proclama-
tion was circulated throughout the border

asle, Sabine, Howard, and Jefterson, each of

sruited from the road sides, and armed with
~eapons which chance afforded—known as
e ‘‘shot-gun militia Y—with a Missouri
officer as commissary general, dispensing ra-
aons, and another Missouri officer as general-
n-chief; with two wagon loads of rifles,
pelonging to Missouri, drawn by six mules,
rom 1ts arsenal at Jefferson City; with seven
sleces of cannon, belonging to the United
ptates, from its arsenal at Liberty:; and this
ormidable force, amounting to at least 1,800
nen, terrible with threats, with oaths, and with

id 1n larger part at Wacherusa, over against
he doomed town of Lawrence, which was now
‘hreatened with destruction. With theseinva-
yers was the Governor, who by this act levied
7ar upon the people he was sent to protect.

e conspiracy, while. by lis side was the
oclle Chief Justice and the doeile Judges.
put this 1s not the first instance in which an
injust Governor has found tools where he
pght to have found justice. In the great im-
icachment of Warren Hastings, the British
rator, by whom it was conducted, exclaims,
il words strictly applicable to
yow arraien, ** Had he not the Chief Justice.
r,._xe tame z,L.‘l(l (ll)lu"‘ ":..('“l*- d ('L.i* t Ju Jicv, W h'r
trarted on him like a familiar spirit?’ Thus
yas this invasion countenanced by those who
iould have stood in the breach against it.
or more than a week it contiuued, while
2adly conflict seemed imminent. I do not
f'-,vell on the heroism by which it was encoun-

q'rnnpellc-rl; for that is not necessary to exhihit
e Crimne which you are to judge. DBut I
-nnot forbear to add other additional features,
‘rnished in the letter of a clergymen, written
» the tine, who saw and was a part of what
{5 describes :

¢4 Dur citizens have been shot at, and in two instances

serdered, our houses invaded, hay-ricks burnt, corn and
’

The Terri-|

counties of Missouri; and Platte, Clay, Car- |

them, contributed a volunteer company, re- |

pvhisky, crossed the borders, and encamp- |

n camp with him was the original Catiline of

.l\“ I‘l]i-‘“]l""'ll L |

xred, or the mean retreat to which it was|
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other provisions plundered, cattle driven off, all communi-
cation cut off between us and the States, wagons on the way
to us with provisions stopped and plundered, and the drivers
| taken prisoners, and we in hourly expectation of an attack.
Nearly every man has been in arms in the village. For-
| tifications have been thrown up, by incessant labor night
| and day. The sound of the drum and the tramp of armed
| men resounded through our streets, families fieeing with
| their houselold g()(-’].s' t.ﬂ”' Sr(f f_-'l. J)H,y before Yy f_-;::'day,
| the report of cannon was heard at our house from the direc-
| tion of Lecompton. ILast Thursday, one of our neighhors
—one of the most peaceable and excellent of men, from
Ohio—on his way home, was set upon by a garg of twelve
.\ men on horseback, and shot down. Over eight hundred
men are gathered under arms at Lawrence. As yet, no act
of violence has been perpetrated by those on our side. No
blood of retaliation stains our hands. We stand. and are
é-gad.c,/, lo uct purely in the defence of our homes and
Lves.

But the catalogue is not yet complete. On
‘the 15th of December, when the people as-
sembled to vote on the Constitution then sub-
‘mitted for adoption—only a few days after thg
Treaty of Peace between the Governor on the
one side and the town of Lawrence on the
other—another irruption was made into this
‘unhappy Territory. But I leave all this un-
(told.  Enough of these details has been given.

Five several times and more have these in-
vaders entered Kansas in armed array, and
thus five times and more have they trampled
(upon the organic law of the Territory. But
these extraordinary expeditions are simply the
extraordinary witnesses to successive uninter-
rupted violence. They stand out conspicuous
but not alone. The spirit of evil, in which
they had their origin, was wakeful and inces-
'sant. IFrom the beginning, it hung upon the
skirts of this interesting Territory, harrowing
1ts peace, disturbing its prosperity, and keep-
ing ite inhabitants under the painful alarms of
‘war. Thus was all security of person, of pro-
perty, and of labor, overthrown; and when
| I urge this incontrovertible fact, I set forth a
‘wrong, which is small only by the side of the
| glant wrong, for the consummation of which
'all this was done. Sir, what is man—what is
| covernment—without security ; in the absence
' of which, nor man nor government can pro-
|ceed 1n development or enjoy the fruits of
2 Without security, civilization is

existence ¢
cramped and dwarfed. Without seeurity there
| . _ | T |

can be no true Freedom. Nor shall I say too
‘much, when I declare that security, guarded

of course by its offspring, Freedom, is the true °

'end and alm of government. Of this indis-
 pensable boon the people of Kansas have thus
far been despoiled—absolutely, totally. All
1thi-- 1s aggravated by the nature of their pur-
suits, rendering them peculiarly sensitive to
interraption, and at the same time attesting
| their innocence. They are for the most part
engaged in the cultivation of the soil, which
from time immemorial has been the sweet
employment of undisturbed industry. Con-
tented 1n the returns of bounteous nature and
'the shade of his own trees, the husbandman is

not aggressive; accustomped to produce, and

]
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not to destroy, he 1s € sentially peaceful, unless
his home is invaded, when his arm derives
vigor from the soil he treads, and his soul
inspiration from the heavens beneath whose
canopy he daily walks. And such are the
people of Kansas, whose Security has been

overthrown. Scenes from which civilization

qaverts ler countenance 1’ ave bun a purt of

their daily life. The border incursions, which, | Hirelings, picked from the drunken spew an
barbarous ages or barbarous lands , h ave | vomit of an uneasy civilization—in the for..'
retted and ‘harried” an exposed people, |of men
ave be I'c TElew d, with this peculiarity, | Aye, in the catalogue ye go for men; |
that our rder robbers do not -!w1\ m\"'l As hounds and gray-hounds, mongrels, spaniels, curs, j
black mail and drive off a few attle. like Sloughs, water-rugs, and demi-wolves, are called
: : : U | All by the name of dogs;
ose who acted under the inspn ,Hnn of the| -
Douglas of other days: that they do not seize |leashed together by secret signs and lodgg
» few persons, and sweep them away int«,,he.ve renewed the incredible atrocmes of tl
taptivity, like the African slave-traders whom | Assassins and of the Thugs; showing tl
we brand as pirates; but that they commit a)blind submission of the A~-a~51n- to the O
SUCCESS10 acts, in which all border sorrows | Man of the Mountain, in robbing Christians ¢
and all African wrongs are revived together |the road to Jc"u\d]em and showing the heag
n Ainerican soil, awl whi '1 or the time |lessness of the Thugs, who, avowing that my
being Is all protection of all kinds, and | der was their religion, waylaid travellers ¢
nsl the whole Territory.  the gre at road from Agra to Delhi; with ti
Private griefs mingle t,..._,l Iu nancy with | more deadly bowie-knife for the da{rger of tl
public wrongs. Ido not dwell on the anxieties | Assassin, and the more deadly revolver for ti

C familie hu‘ e u; '.r 1"’“[11 . €. I)""d t“ | noose of the Thug.

" .
il I| : ! a .411{; 'l " ,. l t') ‘. ) ']Jl' ." :.l t , 11'5

the alarms of war ringing In their ears, | subversion of all Security in this Territon

ot knowing that another day might be spared | with the plunder of the ballot-box, and t
Throughout this bitter win ;', with | pollution of the electoral flamhlb(‘ I ¢
00 r at 30 degrees below zero, the | simply the process in unpr«-(edcnt(d Cnrr
1112 f Lawrence have been constrain lr-.ll*' that be the Dbest Government, where
ile 1S, Wit 1nels trea ling thic ihj y 1O a -ill; le citizen 1s resented as an 1
onstant watch ag surprise.  But ounr [jury to the whole State, then must our Go
1910 . ! | individs 1 : lANCECS. I‘l ernment foi J'.th llll (l\llln to ﬂ.n}' SUC ]l el
Va 11U elll l ruelt: O L1101 1 Cl while 1f ] es 1ts citizens thus L*Xp(rr:('
L0 Inements of re to which men | In the outrage upon the ballot-box, even wit
| t] 1D-SCre w it the illicit fruits which I shall soon CX O
the 1 there is a peculiar crime of the '.w}l b s
v i | V., ¢ thougol bordin .,1-' to the final Crim )y whi
D: d o hould promptly avenged. In countn
| . Murd | royalty is"upheld, 1t 1s a special otfeny
M | OD Cl'OW! l W ( ]'. \»'llirl;l Al ' Cl li](!ﬂ
¥ 4 en | Verel ( lﬂ tore whieh ‘[! . l‘)
bl A Pl : wnd 1t 18 treason to be found
b t b | y with the Queen, for in this way m
A a'- ] v} ' O | ll[’- 11 I? ¢ DHtatc ; I\llt
- I ublic tne ballot-box 18 thie SIn l‘[)ll(
\ | . (1T ClI'el "'ll v owhichh we

- 1(] 1 |CCL 111 1C out of whe

rn A r'ulers (HI. 0 I]rt* B "}‘]‘ . 1s
( W \ vihiom we are to L1 Ill] :""'.lif
In plain presentment, whetl

d ‘ y. or as recards lLlectio

lv. without proceedi

tify the 1ntervention ot Cé

ptly and completely, to thf

( | T | S B Y la tl etral

: ( tutiol | law But

1!
| t 1in a4 wid h o)
| ‘ { 1)

where the uplifted towahawk is arrested b
the strong arm and generous countenance ¢
the pioneer, while his \nfe and children {in
shelter at his feet:; but now the tear must [
dropped over the trembling solicitudes ¢
fellow-citizens, seeking to build a new Stal
in Kansas, and exposed to the perpetu
assault of murderous robbers from Missout

In these invasions, attended by the enti




d or done in this vast circle of Crime radi- |1
3 from the One [dea, that Kansas, at all
zards, must be made a glave State. In all
> manifold wickednesses that have occurred, |
d in every successive invasion, this One
ea has been ever present, as the Satanic
nptel—the motive power—th- causing
N/se.

To accomplish this result, three things were
+.empted Jirst, by outmgeq of al kinds to
ve the friends of Freedom already
;‘t of the Territory ; secondly, to ctel others
‘m coming ; and, t]zzvdlj, to obtaia the com-
_Lte control of the Government. The pro-
is of driving out, and also of deterring, has
led. On the contrary, the tfrienls of Free-

_ sta} and fight the battle, which they had
ver sought, but from which they disdained
Tretreat; wlnle, the friends of Freedom else-
1ere were more aroused to the duty of time-

, ‘ence.

h last.
tho election of the 30th March, when the

-mtorv, and thus, under the 1ron mask of|

Proceed to prove. llere is the evidence:

1. Only 1n this way can this extraordinary
;'pedition be adequately explained. In the
hrds of Moliere, once employed by John
'hncy Adams in the other house, Que diable
hatent-ils faire dans celte galore? What
;1 they go into the Territory for? If their
,Jpo~ea were peaceful, as has been suggested,
1y cannons, arms, flags, numbers, “and all
'8 violence? As simple citizens, proceeding
lthe honest exercise of the electoral fran-
'ise, they might have gone with nothing
wre than a pilgrim’s staff. Philosophy Al
..yq seeks a supfictent cause, and only in the
e Idea, already ])IL‘HLntbd can a cause be
and in any degree commensurate with this
sme:; and this becomes so only when we
hsider the mad fanaticism of Slavery.

). Public notoriety steps forward to con-
1 the suggestion of reason. In every place|
Wiere Truth can freely travel, it has Deen |
erted and undustood that the Legislature |
3 imposed upon ‘Kansas by foreigners from |
l-'(wb()llll
seived as undeniable verity.

B, It i3 also attested by the harangues of
,,_5 conspirators. Iere is what Stringieliow
“d before the invasion :

"To those who have qualms of conscience as to violating
s State or National, the time has come when such i npo-
')ns must be disregarded, as your rights and property are

1

there |

I there became more fixed in their resolves |

succors, by men and munitions ot just self-

v, cstablished a Lsmpatlon not less com- |
tte than any in history. That this was done, |

and this universal voice is now Ih(, AT

| of the voters seat a cm.m.ittec to Mr. Reeder,
Hf it was his purpose to ratify the election.

9
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in danger; and I advise you, one and ali, to enter every
election district in Kansas, in defiance of Reeder and
his vile myrmidong, and cvote at the point of the bowwie-
knife and revolver. Neither give nor take quarter, as our
cage demands it. It is enough that the slaveholding interest
wills it, from which there is no appeal What right Lias
Governor Reeder to rule Missouriang in Kansas? His pro-
clamation and prescribed ocuth must be repudiated. It is
your interest to do so. Mind that Slavery is establist.d
where it is not prohibited.”

Here 1s what Atchison said after the inva-
S10n :

“VWell, what next? Why an election for members of the
Lprrwlature to organize the Terrvitory must be held. What
did I advise you to do then? 3Why, ineet them on their own
ground, and beat them at tlieir own gaine again; and, coid
a.nd mclenmnt as the weather was, I went over with a coin-
pany of men. My object in going was not to vote. I had
no right to vote,.unless I had disfranchiisedl myself in Mis-
souri. I was not within two miles of a voting-place. My
object in going was not to vote, but to settle a difficulty be-
twveen two of our candidates;
North said, und published < abroad, that Atchison was
there with bowie-knife and revolver ; and by God it was
trua. I never did go into that Territory—I neéver inierd
to go into that Terrilory—acithonl being prepared for all
such kind of cattle. Well, we beat them, and Governor
Reeder gave certificates to a majority of all the members of

both Houses, and then, after they were organized, as every- _
' body will admit, they were the only competent persons to

But, while defeated in the first two pro-|
ses p10posed the conspirators succeeded in |
By the violence already portrayed |

say who were, and who were not, members of the same.”

4. It 18 confirmed by the contemporaneous
admission of the Squ«tter Sovereign, a paper

,lla were occupied by the armed hordes from | published at Atchizon,; and at once the organ
ssonri, they imposed a Legislature upon thel

of the President and of these Borderers, w hlch

under date of 1st April, thus recounts the vic- |

tory:
‘“ INDEPENDENCE, M®Bsour1, March 1, 1559.

““Several hundred emigrants from Kansas have just en-
tered our city. They were preceded by the Westport and
Independence brass bands. They came in at the west gide
of the public square, and proceeded entirely around it, the
bands cheering us with fine music, and the emigrants with
good news. Immediately following the bands were about
two hundred horsemen in regular order; following these
were one hundred and fifty wagons, carriages, &c. They
rave repeated cheers for Ikansas and Missouri. They report
that not an Anti-Slavery mnan will be in the Legislature of
Kansas. We lave madeé @ clean sweep.”

5. It is also confirmed by the contempora-
neous testimony of another paper, always
faithful to Slavery, the New York Herald, in
the letter of a cone.spondent from Brunsw lck,
in Migsouri, under date of 20th Apnl, 1855

¢ I'rom five to seven thousand men started from Missouri
to attend the election, some to remove, but the most to re-
turn to their families, with an intention, if tlxey liked the
Territory, to make it tl eir permanent abode at the earliest
moment practicable, But they intended to vote. The Mis-
sourians were, most of them, l)oufrla.q men. There were one
hundred and fifty voters from this county, one hundred and
seventy-five from Howard, one hundred from Cooper. In-
 deed, every county furnmhed its quota ; and when they set
| out, it looked likke an anny noox ok ok ] ley were
armed.” * % & ¥ « Anpd as there were no houses in the
lenntmy, they carried tents., Their mission was a peace-
able one—to vote, and to diive down stakes for their future
After t‘m election, some one thousand five hundred
to ascertain

lle answered
n ot it was, and said the mgjority at an eiection must carry
he day. DBut it is not to be denied that the one thousand
twe hundred, apprehending that the Governor might at-
tempt to piay the tyrant
been insidious and unjust—wore on their hais burches of
hemp. They were resolved, it a tyrant a'tempted to tram-
ple upon the rights of the sovereign people, to tang him.”

and the Abolitionists of the-

gince Lis cond u 't had aueadv -




13

6. It is acain confirmed by the testimony ot
4 lady, who tor five years has lived in W estern
Missouri, and thus writes in a letter published
in the New Haven Legister:

¢ AI1ANI, SaLINE CO., Novewnther 20, 1500. |

‘“ You ask me to tell you something about the Kansas and |

Missouri troubles. Of course you know in what they have

riginated. Tlere i3 no denying that the Alissourians

(e deterinined to conlrol the élection, if possihis, and

u’t know that their measures would be justifiable, ex-

t upon the principle of sclf-preservation; and that, you
Luuw, is the first law of nature.”

7. And it is confirmed- still further by the]
circular of the Emigration Society of Lafay- |
tte, in Missouri, dated as late as 25th Aarch, |
1856, in which the etforts of Missourians are

openly confessed:

« The Western counties of Missouri have, for the last two | Nonnwulli sunt en hoc ordz'ne, gui aut ea, q

vears, been heavily taxed, both in money and time, in fight-
ing the battles of the South. Lajayetts county alone /a3
expended more than $100,000, ¢n money and as much and
more in time. Up to this time, the border counties of
Missouri harve upheld and maintained the yights and
snterests of the South in this striegyle, unassisted, and nnt

| ation, is clearly established ; but the effect]

unparalleled in the history of the Un.on, and worthy 0"
of men unfitted for the duties, and regardless of the resp:s

sibilities of Republicans.” .

11. And finally, by the official minug
which have been laid on our table by the Pj
sident, the invasion, which ended in the Usui

this testimony has been so amply exposed §
the Senator trom Vermont, [Mr. COLLAME
in his able and indefatigable argument, tha
content myself with simply referring to it.]
!

On this cumulative, irresistible evidence,
concurrence with the antecedent history
rest. And yet Senators bere have argued tl
this cannot be so—precisely as the conspirg
of Catiline was doubted in the Roman Seng

imminent, non videant; avt ea, quae vid4
dissimulent ; qui spem Cataline mollibus &
| tentiis aluerunt, conjurationemque nascent
| non credendo corroboraverunt. As 1 listel

unsuccessfully. But the Abolitionists, staking their .l
1pon the Kansas issue, and hesitating at no means, fair r
toul, are moving heaven and earth to render that beautit 1l

l'erritory a f'ree Stats.”

8. Here, also, is complete adimission of the
Usurpation, by the Intelligencer, a leading
paper of St. Louis, Missouri, made in the ensu-
1IN swnmer :

¢ Atchizon and Stringfellow, with their Missouri followers,
overwhelmed the settlers in Kansas, browbeat and bullied
them, and took the Goverument froi their hands. 3lissouri
otes elected the present body of men who insult public in-
ligence and popular rights by styling themselves ¢ thc
Legislature of Kansas.” This body of men are helping them-
-elves to fat speculations by locating the ¢seat of Govera-
ent.!” and getting town lots for their votes. They are pass-
iz laws disfranchising all the citizens of Kansas who do not
elieve Negro Slavery to be a Chiristian institution and a

national blessing. They are proposing to punish with im-

risonmne the utterance of views inconsistent with their |

awn., And they are trying to perpetuate their preposterous
d infernal tyranny by appolinting jor « lerm Qf Years

At f thieir own, as commissioners in every county, tn
ay and collect taxe3, and see that the laws they are passing
are faithfully execute Has this age anything to sompare
Vit the s i | le lty?"

9 In harmony with all these 1s the authori-

ative de tion of Governor Reeder, in a
peccly add: cd 1o hi1s ne i;!l;!v()l‘h, at ]itl‘f'.)ll.

ennsvivannla, a the (‘!il'l ot ,\l)l'il. l?‘);-). U.'.xd
nmediate! v afterwards published in the Wash-
gton Ure Here it 1s

“ I was 1 { rue that Kansas had been invaded, | 99 ¢« o

ni8red. sikings y an srmed force from beyond her | - otate ” in the original is not even changa
' u.l.; itical 8pll |‘ trampung under f == 1¢ l'l'lt*l’l'}', ]‘lltl 15 lltt Lo IH‘ ('Ul'l't‘(“.t‘(l b:
. e usas bill and the right of suffrage.™ | oy nlanatory act. Buat, all this general leg
‘N 11 { J l' [ | ;ll"llli"l‘\ j 1!1‘_! "&X 'l 1 t-l'.hl \"zl*. ."!lll:‘kl“‘ Slll)')l"lil“lll' t' .‘ tll“ kl',(
‘ | coplo of Kansas, in a public | 1CT, lltlt_lvl_l o .)'\ll At . Ii.r punish ofte
121 SDrings, Oon th -.J:!I :"'.i’lkh'!!il'.ue'i‘, azainst dlave ll.‘)l"'rt'.yi H1 W chh t]lc _.
2 el v 1edd 10 these words | ldea, thal lll‘-l\'()kl'tl this whole CONSPITaGY
(] lil. T i'!HiH'I“l*il ;H! !t L-I‘HI.;l':E\t‘ I.Ul'lll, :L!ltl
 Hesoiosd, I y who for the last two | gy Slavery openly recognized on Iree !
b ] Lwa | L I _l;hl"‘ Of ] I'ri- - ! ) ! . ‘ ‘! : ] l - i
'y l wted t ly l'_-r— {1 FRALRLE) I LA "“Illl‘d’:l“ll ('t l-ll'k_l- 11t o :L\\ . |
o - ' sal it body, reprs - et of thirteen sections s 1nltselt a Dand

e ck y 113, Lt § ' .
§er : ! l ‘:' ' lu.. - ':“Ll ouf peol ml ' l 1) 51—-'1’[;. J;’tlf 113 ('t)llll’]lk ("!“l!’ll“( Ness O W
ronsulLnution of an avt of violence, usurpation, and fraud, | edness, without a parallel, may be part

to the Senator from Illinois, while he painj
1y strove to show that there was no Usuan
 tion, I was reminded of the effort by a ¢
tinguished logician, in a much-admired ar
ment, to prove that Napoleon Bonaparte ne
existed. And permit mec to say, that the
of his existence is not placed more comple!
above doubt than the fact of this Usurpati
| This I assert on the proofs already presens
| Dut confirmation comes almest while 1 sp¢
' The columns of the public press are now d
filled with testiinony, solemnly taken be:
| the Committee of Congress in IKXansas, wlk
shows, in awful light, the violence ending
the Usurpation. Of this I may speak on s¢
‘other occasion. Meanwhile, 1 proceed ¥

 the development of the Crime. _

The usurping Legislature assembled at
appointed place in the interior, and then
once, in opposition to the veto of the Govi
, by & majority of two-thirds, removed
the Shawnee Mission, a place 1n most cot
nient proximity to the Missourl borderers|
whoin it had been constituted, and whos
rannical acgent 1t was. The statutes of |
| souri, in all their text, with their divisions
| subdivisions, were adopted bodily, and ¥
Lsuch little local adaptation that ®he W

Or




nceived, when 1t i3 understood that in three
stions only of it is the penalty of death de-
unced no less than forty-eight ditferent
nes, by as many changes of language,
ainst the heinous offence, described in forty-
¥t different ways, of intertering with what
es not exist in that Territory—and under
p (~nztitution cannot exist there—I mean
pperty in human flesh. Thus is Liberty
srificed to Slavery, and Death summoned to
‘at the gates as guardian of the Wrong.
But the work of Usurpation was not per-
sted even yet. It had already cost too much
'ue left at any hazard.

‘“ 10 be thus was nothing ;
But to be safely thus |

L
I

ch was the obj2ct. And this could not be.
sept by the entire prostration of all the safe-
ards of Human Rights. The liberty of
sech, whicl is the very breath of a Repub-
3 the press; which is the terror of wrong-
2vs ; the bar, through which the oppressed
ards the arrogance of law; the jury, by

mck down, while officers are provided, in all
ces, ready to be the tools of this tyranny ;
| then, to obtain final assurance that their
me was sccure, the whole Usurpation,
stching over the Territory, most be fastened
il riveted by legislative Dbolts, spikes, and
Bws, so as fto defy all effort at change
ough the ordinary forms of law. To this
Ik, 1n its various parts, were bent the sub-
jt energies; and never, from Tubal Cain to
% hour, was any fabric forged with more
perate skill and completeness.

Aark, sir, three different legislative enact-
ats, which constitute part of this work.
187, according to one act, all who deny, by
fken or written word, ‘“the right of per-
5 to hold slaves in this Territory,” are
lounced as felons, to be punished by impri-
tnent at hard labor, for a term not less
1 two years; it may be for life. And to
W the extravagance of this injustice, it has
)a well put by the Senator from Vermont
. CorrLaMEeRr], that should the Senator from
phigan [Mr. Cass], who believes that Slavery
ot exist 1in a Territory, unless introduced
gxpress legislative acts, venture there with
moderate opinions, his doom must be that
pfelon! To this extent are the great liber-
1 of speech and of the press subverted.
‘ndly, by another act, entitled “An Act
Kerning Attorneys-at-Law,” no person can
tise as an attorney, unless lie shall obtain
iense from the Territorial courts, which, of
ise, a-tyrannical discretion will be free to
.05 and after obtaining such license, lie is
‘trained to take an oath, not only * tosup-
4" the Constitution of the United States,
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the reduplication—the Territorial Act, and the
IFugitive Slave Bill, thus erecting a test for the
tunction ot the bar, calculated to exclude citi-
zens who honestly regard that latter legisla-
tive enormity as unfit to be obeyed. And,
thirdly, by another act, entitled * An Actcon-
cerning Jurors,” all persons ‘* conscientiously
opposed to holding slaves,” or *‘not admitting
the right to hold slaves in the Territory,” are
excluded from the jury on every question,
civil or criminal, arising out of asserted slave
property ; while, in all cases, the summoning
of the jury isleft without one word of restraint,

ich right is vindicated ; all these must be|

tto “ the marshal; sheriff, or other oflicer,”

'who are thus free to pack it according to their
| tyrannical discretion.

| For the ready enforcement of all statutes
against HHuman Freedoimn, the President had
‘already furnished a powerful quota of officers,
in the Governor, Chief Justice, Judges, Secre-
tary, Attorney, and Marshal. The Legislature
ompleted this part of the work, by constitut-
1 1g, in each county, a Board of Commissioners, -
composed of two persons, associated with the
I robate Judge, whose duty it is * to appoint a
county treasurer, coroner, justices of the
peace, constablesand all other oflicers provided
‘tor by law,” and then proceeded to the choice
of this very Board; thus delegating and ditfus-
Ing their usurped power, and tyrannically im- .
posing upon the Territory, a crowd of officers,
in whose appointment the people have had no
voice, directly or indirectly.

And still the final inexorable work remain-
ed. A Legislature, renovated in both branches,
could not assemble until 1858, so that, during
this long intermediate period, this whole sys-
tem must continue in the likeness of law, un-
less overturned by the Federal Government,
or, 1n default of such interposition, by a gener-

ous uprising of an oppressed people. DBut
It was necessary to guard against the possibi-
lity of change, ¢ven tardily, at a future elec-
tion; and this was done by two ditferent
acts ; under the first of which, all who will
not take the oath to support the Fugitive
Slave Bill are excluded from the elective fran-
chise; and under the second of which, all
others are entitled to vote who shall tender a
tax of one dollar to the Sheriftf on the day of
election ; thus, by provision of Territorial law,
distranchising all oppesed to Slavery, and at the
same time opening the door to the votes of the
invaders ; by an unconstitutional shibboleth,
excluding from the polls the mass of actual
settlers, and by making the franchise depend
upon a petty tax only, admitting to the polls
the mass ot borderers from Missouri. Thus,
by tyrannical forethought, the Usurpation not
only fortified all that it did, but assuimned
a self-perpetuating energy.

Thus was the Crime consummated. Slavery

‘also ““to support and sustain’—mark here | now stands erect, clanking its chains on the
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Territory of Kansas, surrounded by a code of |
death, and trampling upon all cherished liber-
ties, whether of speech, the press, the bar, the
trial b" jury, or the electoral tranehlse And
sir, all th.s has been done, not merely to
mtrm‘"nn a Wr nfr *vnch in 1t~-..1f s a denial
of all ri ..-1t-,, and in dread of which a mother
ha% T- 'C‘J.V Ld.na..n th l;fL Uf ht‘l' ‘)ﬁ'\plﬂl not
merely, as has been sometiimes said, to pwa 't
Slavery in Missouri, since it is futile for this
State to complain n: l‘r. -’Tn-"l on the side of

Kansas, Wlu:u Freedom exists without com-
plaint on the side of lowa, a! ’. 1so on the side
of Illinois; but 1t has b~ en done for the sake
of political power, In order to brir ;.: two new
Slave!mldih.r nators upon this floor,and thus
to fUI‘I:If.‘- in 1Lc Nation _11 ('r--. Il.:lk‘l‘ the
desperate chances of a waning Oligarchy. As

the 5} i )y \“h\a_'.'l' z-,f

13 assall led by a pirate

on -pleasant summer seas,
crew, and robbed for

the sake of 11-— doubloons and dollars—so 1s
this Dbeautiful Territory now assailed in its
peaf-.‘* and 1..-',-per.;ty, and robbed, in order to
wrest its political power to the side of Slavery.
Even now the black flag of the land pirutes

from Missouri waves at the mast head;
their ]aw- you hear the pirate yell; and see Lhe
flash of the pirate’s knife ; while, incredible to

relate ! t 1€ Pltﬁl* 1ent, *!a'(nt‘lxh r the ©Slave
Power at his back, testifies a pirate sympathy.
Sir. all this was done in the name ot popular
Sovereignty. And this is the close of the tra-
gedy. Po) Sovereignty, which when truly
understood, i3 a fountain of just power, has
ended in Popular Slavery; not merely in the
subjection of happy \111(4!1 race, but of
t!n" PI | Cau 111 | 1 ) '1, wliilch V“'l b\)d U,
The profession with which you began, of A/l
vy the People, has been lost in the wre tched | ¢
reaill f No t:h.g UIUI’ e 1’:uple. Pn[)lmu'
DOV 1 '_‘ In whose deceitf 1 1Al111C IJ;‘;".ltt“l,
faith was brol d an ancient Landimark ot
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wpon it, as upou desolation and death, fro
juli while ot ive suffered we lLiave es

caped, I come now to THE APorocies whic
the Crime has found. Sir, well may you stag
at the suggestion that such a series of wrong
so clearly proved by various testimony, ¢
openly confessed by the wrong-doers, and ¢
widely recognized throughout the countr;
should find ’&polowle But the partisan sp
rit, now, as in other days, hesitates at nothini
The great Crimes of h]stOIy have never bed
without Apologies. The massacre of St. Dd
tholomew, which you now instinctively o'
demn, was, at the time, applauded in hig
nualters., and even commemorated by a Pap
mula.l which may still be procured at Rom!
as the crime against Kansas, which is hard
less conspicuous in dreadful eminence, hi
been shielded on this floor by extenuatl_
words, and even by a Presidential messag
whleh like the Papal medal, can never be ¢
m)t’ren in considering the madness and perve
sltV of men.

Sir, the Crime cannot be denied. The Pi
sident himself has admitted “ 1llegal and rept
hensible” conduct. To such conclusions
was compelled by irresistible evidence; &
what he mildly describes I openly arraig
Senators may affect to put it aside by a sne
or to reason it away by figures; or to expls

' has produced on this floor, that the Assass

3 & whatever Imay have been
L al force or fl‘“l.'u‘l 1N il > v]c(*tinll. the L&
f ILan 11°'C ( "1:411:1“_\' conclude 1] ""1(1 |
vhole pro 1z 18 placed U'ul e the f()l.
wnction of law, A ccording this assu
COl| Li Nt NOW 1n vain, and lu Hllly
ains that Congress should sit and hear
LO 1T, WILIIOUTU COI'l'¢( Tq-'i'__'_ LI1G W1I'Oong. tha
cient tyrant listened and rranted edres
U 11 IS tl. L d trom the Ilﬂ.‘l
Sl VAS B !m:], whilch subtle t'!’iit'l[} had devi
| his I call the \[m‘w':\ of techinic :lu}' 11
e LV 1Y,
The facts on this head are few and pi

it by a theory, such as desperate inventi

and Thugs of Missouri were in reality citize
of Xansas ; but all these efforts, so far as ma
are only tokens of the weakness of the cau
while to the original Crime they add anot!
offence of false testimony against innocent g
|suffering men. But the Apo]ogles for

' Crime are worse than the efforts at den
[n cruelty and heartlessness they identify tl

withors with the great trangr ession,

They are four in numbel, and four-fole
character. The first is the Apology tyran
.«'ul,’ the -uull(] the A]JUIU"‘\ uube('lle
third, the .\[mln ry absurd ; and the Ioul‘th
Apology infamous. This is all. - Tyranny,
absurdity, and 1nfamy, all unite!

lance like the weird sisters, about this Crif

The .\IH!IU;_'._\ f!/i‘*’ﬂlt(.rlll 1S fl)ull(l(‘fd on
mistaken act ot Governor Reeder, in anthet
cating the Usurping Legislature, by whig
erted that,

1"‘" |"‘




rovernor Reeder, after allowing only five days
)r objections to the returns—a space of time
nreasonably brief in that extensive Territory
—declared a majority of the members of the
ouncil and of the House of Representatives
lduly elected,’”” withheld certificates from cer-
in others, because of satisfactory proof that
\ey were not duly elected, and appointed a
1y for new elections to supply these vacan-
es. Afterwards, by formal message, he re-
gnized the Legislature as a legal body, and
hen he vetoed their act of adjournment
i the neighborhood of Missouri, he did it
nply on the ground of the illegality of such
. adjournment under the organic law. Now.
every assumption founded on these facts,
ere are two satisfactory replies; first, that
| certificate of the Governor can do more
an authenticate a subsisting legal act, with-
t of 1tself infusing legality where the essence
‘legality 1s not already; and secondly, that
blence or fraud, wherever disclosed, vitiates
mpletely every proceeding. In denying
2se principles, you place the certificate above
) thing certified, and give a perpetual lease
Y violence and fraud, merely because at an
aemeral moment they were unquestioned.
13 will not do.

5ir, I am no apologist for Governor Reeder.
2re 1s sad reason to believe that he went to
nsas originally as the tool of the President:
s his siiple pature, nurtured in the atmos-
sre of Pennsyl, ania, revolted at the service
mired, and he turned frora his patron to
fv. Grievously did he err in yvielding to the
rislature any act of authentication; but he
11n some measure answered for this error
iletermined efforts since to expose the utter
sality of that body, which he now repu-
hies entirely. It was said of certain Roman
perors, who did infinite mischief in their
'nnings, and infinite good towards their
tl*s, that they should never have been born
iever died; and I would apply the same to
official life of this Kansas Governor. At
Svents, I dismiss the Apology founded on
acts, as the utterance of tyranny by the
1e of law, transcending the declaration of
’.%,I'pedantic judge, in the British Parliament,
the eve of our Revolution, that our fathers,
withstanding their complaints, were in
‘ty represented in Parliament, inasmuch as
i* lands, under the original charters, were
1 ¢jn common socage, as of the manor of
snwich in Kent,” which, being duly repre-
¥ad, carried with it all the Colonies. Thus
sher ages has tyranny assumed the voice
LW

‘axt comes the Apology tmbecile, which is
ded on the alleged want of power in the
‘ident to arrest the Crime. It is openly
“ted, that, under the existing laws of the
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|authority to interfere in Kansas for this pur-
(pose. Bduch is the broad statement, which,
even 1f correct, furnishes no Apology for any
proposed ratification of the Crime, but which
1S in reality untrue; and this, I call the
Apology of imbecility.

In other matters, no such ostentatious imbe-
cility appears. Only lately, a vessel of war in
the Pacific has chastised the cannibals of the
Fejee 1slands, for alleged outrages on Ameri-
can citizens. But no person of ordinary intel-
| ligence will pretend that American citizens in
| the Pacific have received wrongs from these
| cannibals comparable in atrocity to those recei v -
jed by American citizens in Kansas. A, sir,
| the interests of Slavery are not touched by any
 chastisement of the Fejees! |

Constantly we are informed of efforts at
New York, through the agency of the Govern-
ment, and sometimes only on the breath of
suspicion, to arrest vessels about to sail on

laws or treaty stipulations. Now, no man
familiar with these cases will presume to sug-
cest that the urgency for these arrests was

equal to the urgency for interposition against
these successive invasions from Missouri, But
the Slave Power is not disturbed by such
arrests at New York!

At this moment the President exults in the
vigilance with which he has prevented the en-
listment of a few soldiers, to be carried off to
Halifax, 1n violation of our territorial sover-
eignty, and Kngland is bravely threatened,
even to the extent of a rupture of diplomatic
relations, for her endeavor, though unsuccess-
ful, and at once abandoned. But no man in
his senses will urge that the act was anything
but trivial by the side of the Crime against
Kansas. But the Slave Power is not concern-
ed 1n this controversy.

hus, where the Slave Power is indifferent,
the President will see that the laws ave faith-
fully executed; but, in other cases, where the
interests of Slavery are at stake, he is controll-
ed absolutely by this tyranny, ready at all
times to do, or not to do, precisely as it dic-
tates. Therefore 1t 1s, that I{ansas is left a
prey to the Propagandists of Slavery, while
the whole Treasury, the Army and Navy of
the United bStates, are lavished to hunt a
single slave through the streets of Boston.
You have not forgotten the latter instance:
but I choose to refresh it in your minds.

As long ago as 1851, the War Department
and Navy Department concurred in placing
the forces of the United States, near Boston,
at the command of the Marshal, if needed, for
the enforcement of an Act of Congress, which
had no support in the public conscience, as I
believe it has no support in the Constitution;
and thus these forces were degraded to the

iad States, the Chief Magistrate had noj|

loathsome work of slave-hunters. More than

foreign voyages in violation of our neutrality -
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three years afterwards, an occasion arose for
their intervention. A fagitive from Virginia,
who for some days had trod the streets of
Boston as a flee'lmn, was seized as a slave.
The whole community was aroused, while
Bunker Hill and Fanenil Hall quaked with res-
ponsive indignation. Then, sir, the President,
anxious that no tittle of Slavery should suffer,
was curiously eager in the enforcement of the
atute. The despatches between him and his
acents in Boston attest his zeal. Ilere are
some of them:
Bostox, May 27, 1554.

To TUE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES:
In consequence of an attack upon the Court-house, last |

| February, 1795, it is ena acted, * that wh tIlLVG

' suppressed by the ordinary course of ;’ wlicla

night, for the purpose of rescuing a fugitive slave, under
arrest, and in which onc of my own guards was killed, 1|
have availed 1 .-e|f of the resources of the United States, I
placed under my control by letter from the War and '\dvy

lepartments, in l‘s)l and now have two companies of iS ate or Te7’TLtOTJ, ‘““to emr);()v for t}. » Q1116

'Troops, from Fort ]t_u'lr*pfnd nce, stationed in the Court-

hou Everything is now quiet, The attack was repulsed |
by IDy own guard. |
WATSON FREEMAN. |

United States Marshal, Boston, Muss. |

WaASHINGTON, May, 27, 1S04.
To WATSON FREEMAN,
United States Marshal, Boston, Mass.

Your conduct is approved. The law must be executed.
FKANKLIN PIERCELE,

WASHINGTON, MMay, 30, 1854 .
To Hox. B. P HaLLeTT Boston, Muss.

What is the state of the case of Burns?

| tion of a citizen. Just so soon as he learns

there is a way; and in his case, had the wil
existed, there would have been a way, easj
and triumphant, to guard against tl.e Crimi
we now deplore. 1lis powers were in ever)
respect ample; and this I will prove by thi
statute book. Bw. the Act of Congress of 28t

the laws of the United States shall be o]
posed, or the execution z‘fwrmr nb\u icled i
any State, by combinations too powerful to bl

proceedings, or by the powers vested in thi
mmshal:,” the President “may call t orth thi 1
militia.” By the quppkmcnt-ux act of 3¢
March, 1807, in all cases where Le is authol
rized to call forth the militia * for the pusy
pose of causing the laws to Le duly executed,!
the President is further GI][)()\VH* d, 1n any

| purposes such part of the land or naval foreé
of the United States as shall be ]ud«md neces!
sary.” There is the letter of the law: aud
vou will please to mark the power mnnened
In no case where the laws of the United
States ave opposed, or their execution obstruct:
ed, 1s the President constrained to wait for the
requ1-1t10n of a Governor, or even the peti-

the fact, no matter by what channel, he is in-
vested by law with full power to counteract

SIDNEY WEBSTER.
[Lrivate Secretary of the President.]

WASHINGTON, May, 31, 1854,
To B. F I, LLETT,
United States Atltorney, Boston, Mass.

In any expense deemed newwary by the Marshal
al ourself, for City Military, 2= stherwise, to insure the |
X 0 of the law.

FRANKLIN PIERCE.

|

But the Preside nt was not content with |
gsuch torces as were then nn hand in the neich- |
}Ll]'.h)ui. Otiiel ],‘r- ux*U were puf 1] (l 3 1°
requisition. I'wo (“)lllpdll]“‘s of \(Ltun“l
tl""lf". stationed at N¢ W Yor] K, wWere ]\(”)t un-
aer ari réd .LV at ar 1Y moment to proce ed to
Boston: and th A(‘;dtmyt (General of the

Army was directed to repair to the scene,
there to superintend the execution of the sta
tute. All this was done for the sake of
Slave but during long months of menace

suspended over the Free Soil of Kansas. break-
g torth In successive invasions, the Presi- |
d.rut has folded his ]l&lld-‘ 1n «'l.b!llplutr ]i:‘tlt“---
ness, or, 1t he has moved at all, it has been
only to encour: S R4 the robber propag randi: 3tS,
And now the intelligence of the country is

Insulted by thie Almlu;"\. that the President
had no power to 1nteériere Wh) .ll Lo
make l],i: contfession 1s to confess our (l()\'t‘]“-
Inedit 1.0 l)t a pra tical fallure Wll](]l I W '

never do, except, indeed, as it is administered
NOW ":- 5] ] llnf lllll)u lll[‘\' Of ”H‘ C 'lllf
Mu,.'f trat :l.‘.‘l“ 110)1 lb(- ClH e ll upon ony
American Institat Where there 1s a wi

o J

’nut be convened:; but when the Federal laws

it. True it is, that when the laws of a State
are obstruct ed he can interfere only on the
appllcatwn of the Legislature of such State,)
' or of the Executive, wheu the Legislature can-

are obstructed, no such preliminary applica-
tion is nec c*-~-ﬁ.,1'v It 1s his hich ux* , under
his oath of office, to see that they are exe-
cute ’], d,rl(] 1f Ilk‘k‘d l't‘ I)V tllt‘ IFe (‘ 1 tore VS,
And, sir, this is th e precise \\' ney that)
has arisen in I\-'n- as—yprecisely 11. I non
more, nor less, The Act of Coneress. --»nRti-'
tuting the ver y organie law of the Territory, |
which, in peculiar phrase, as if to av .ll ambi-
'.ml,,. du]al- 8, as **1ts true intent an .i mean
][‘]tr 141 tllt‘ I)P()I)](‘l lt‘l't‘()t ** sh l“] I)t ]'- |
e v*l‘ free to form and 1'--'nlatx their do nes-
tic 1nstitutions in their own way,” l;-:-s been |
from the beginning opposed and obstructed in its
execution, It the President had power to em-
ploy the IFederal forces in Boston, when he SUp-
posed the Iugitive Slave Bill was ‘mllu ted,
and merely in antic 1pation of such obstrue tion,
it is absurd to sny that he had not power in
- Kansas, when, in the face of the whole coun-
try, the very or'/unm law of the Territory was
tl'dlupled under foot ll\ SUCCESSsIve 1nv l.\lulh
and the flt’l(‘(lhlll Of tlll* pe H]']\‘ ove l"]ll'()\\ 11,
To assert 1;."1101 ance of this obstructie N—Pre-
meditated, long-continued, and stretching
tlnmu. h umu AiE attrlbuue to him not nwre]v

imbecility . Lot idiocy. And thus do I dis-
l)l)-‘ TR AN \lj‘ll\h"



¢ Next comes the Apology absurd, which is,
ndeed, in the nature of a pretext. It is al-
leced that a small printed pamphlet, contain-
‘ng the * Constitution and Ritual of the Grand
“ncampment and Regiments of the Kansas
f.egion,” was taken from the person of one
3eorge F. Warren, who attempted to avoid
fletection by chewing it. The oaths and gran-
Hiose titles of the pretended Legion have all
een set forth, and this poor mummery of a
secret soclety, which existed only on, paper,
has been gravely introduced on this floor, in
lorder to extenuate the Crime against Kansas.
Tt Las been paraded in more than one speech,
and even stuffed into the report of the com-
mittee.

£ A part of the obligations assumed by the
‘members of this Legion shows why it has
tbeen thus pursued, and also attests its inno-
cence. It is as follows:

I« 7 will never knowingly propose a person of member-
‘ship in this order who i8 not in jfavor of making Kansas
La free State, and whom 1 feel satisfied will exert his entire
sinflaence to bring about this result. I will support, main-
"tain, and abide by any honorable movement made by the
forganization to secure this great end, which will not con-

!l Aict with the laws of the country and the Constitution of
Lthe United States.”

iKansas is to be made a free State, by an

“with the laws and the Constitution. That is
1the object of the organization, declared in the
i very words of the initiatory obligation. Where
gt is the wrong in this? What is there here,
* which can cast reproach, or even suspicion,
I upon the people of Kansas? Grant that the
h Legion was constituted, can you extract from
11t any Apology for the original Crime, or for
¢ 1ts present ratification? Secret societies, with
. their extravagant oaths, are justly offensive;
¢ but who can find, in this mistaken machinery,
i any excuse for the denial of all rights to the
I people of Kansas? All this, I say, on the

i} which it was not. Existing in the fantastic
% brains of a few persons only, it never had any
4 practical life. It was never organized. The
4 whole tale, with the mode of obtaining
7 the copy of the Constitation, is at once a cock-
% and-bull story and a mare’s nest; trivial as
' the former; absurd as the latter; and to be
¢ dismissed, with the Apology founded upon it,
! to the derision which triviality and absurdity
I justly receive.

Il " 1t only remains, under this head, that T
. yhould speak of the Apology tnfamous, founded
 on false testimony against the Emigrant Aid
. Company, and assumptions of duty more false
£ than the testimony. Defying Truth and mock-
' ing Decency, this Apology excels all others in
¢ futility and audacity, while, from 1ts utter
' hollowness, it proves the utter impotence of
the conspirators to defend their Crime. False-
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| peculiar sworn.

An association of sincere
benevolence, faithful to the Constitution and
laws, whose only fortifications are hotels,
school-houses, and churches; whose only wea-
pons are saw-mills, tools, and books: whose
mission is peace and good will, has been falsely
assailed on this floor, and an errand of blame-
less virtue has been made the pretext for an-
unpardonable Crime. Nay, more—the inno-
cent are sacrified, and the guilty set at liberty.
They who seek to do the mission of the Saviow
are scourged and crucified, while the murderer.
Barabbas, with the sympathy of the chief
priests, goes at large.

Were I to take counsel of my own feelings,
[ should dismiss this whole Apology to the
ineffable contempt which it deserves: but it has

been made to play such apart in this conspiracy,
‘that I feel it a duty to expose it completely.
Sir, from the earliest times, men have recog-
nized the advantages of organization, as an
effective agency in promoting works of peace
or war. Iispecially at this moment, there. i
no interest, public or private, high or low, of
charity or trade, of luxury or convenience,
which does not seek its aid. Men organize to
rear churches and to sell thread; to build
schools and to sail ships; to construct roads

'honorable movement, which will not conflict!

' supposition that the society was a reality,

* hood. always infamous, in this case arouses |

and to manufacture toys; to spin cotton and
'to print books; to weave clothes and  to
quicken harvests; to provide food and to dis-
tribute light ; to influence Public Opinion and
to secure votes; to guard infancy in its weak-
ness, old age in 1its decrepitude, and woman-
hood in its wretchedness ; and now, in all large
towns, when death has come, they are buried
by organized societies, and, emigrants te
another world, they lie down in pleasant places
adorned by organized skill. To complain tha
this prevailing principle has been applied to
living emigration is to complain of Providence
and the irresistible tendencies implanted in man.

But this application of the principle 1s na
recent invention, brought forth for an existing
emergency. It has the best stamp of Anti-
quity. It showed itself in the brightest days
of Greece, where colonists moved in organized
| bands. It became a part of the mature policy
of Rome, where bodies of men were constituted
expressly for this purpose, triumvir: ad colonos
deducendos.—(Livy, xxxvii, § 46). Naturally
it has been accepted in modern times by every
civilized State. With the sanction of Spain,
an association of Genoese merchants first in-
troduced slaves to this continent, with the
sanction of France, the Society of Jesuite
stretched their labors over Canada and th
Great Lakes to the Mississippl. It was undet
the auspices of Emigrant Aid Companies, thaf
our country was originally settled, by the
Pilgrim Fathers of Plymouth, by the adventur-
ers of Virginia, and by the philanthropic Ogle-
thorpe, whose ‘ benevolence of soul,” com-

— —
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memorated by Pope, sought to plant a Kree
State in Georgia. At this day, such associa-

tions, of an humbler character, are found in
Europe, with offices in the ;,reat capitals,
Lhrough whose activity emigrants are \L-\,:-tcu.
nere, |
For | ¢ n,hla,T'nn to the West,
from Northern and Middle States, but par-

v
11Y

ticularly trom New Lz::_::l:mrl. I. as been of

marked sig ".I-u. 1ce.  In quest of better homes,
annu;mv 1t has pressed to the unsettled lands,
1n numbers to be coun by tens of thou-
sands ; but this has Z---»n- one heretofore with
Bttle knowledge, and without guide or coun-
pel.- Tinally, w im by the utablbhment of a|
Government in Kansas, the temptan' fields of
that central region were opened to the cumpe-i
fition of peaceful colonization, and espec 1ally |
when it was lu‘(,la.lt:d that the qllt.“tll)ll Uf|
Freedomn or Slavery there.was to be deter-|
BN y the xutcs of actual settlers, then at
nce was organization ealisted as an en\,ctnp

agency in qui¢ kening and conducting the emi-
gration impelled tuther and, more than all,
( providing homes for it on arrival there. |

The Company was first constituted under
an act of the Legislature ot Massachusetts, 4th
of May, 1854, some weeks prior to the passage
of the \t-blaska bill. The original act of in-|
corporation was subsequently abandoned, and |
a new charter received in IFebruary, 1855, in
which the "": cts of the .\U(’ict.‘ are thus de-
clared :

|

¢ For purpo of dir g emigration Westward, and |
alding m providing 4 nodations for the emigrants
after 1 d r places of destination.” |

At I..w LIICTI 1IN0 J(:llt, all a -Ul',iu'l,iuu 10]° |
LLC puly t:ul }nahc te llu N 1tS pLJ' 2 ]):ﬁ
genceral Co! , L1ong the L 111 1[1[11;1)1 ll =
perieil I the ag( 0 ( lllht 15 alw LYs l
bUusplclous, ald sii al 111- a sick m L1, 111CT¢ 'l
at thie poln r of d “'l cr. The con ;);“’r' 'S |
aall) I I : 11 I&.dh 5 110V 00K )
tremor, reai or affected. Their wicked plot]
W d Tadll, 'l‘n help themsely . | ) |
acli e s nerant Aid C ymipany 11 ||
| ( r 1 nndine an e ) 11
the 1 i DEECI | H AN 'L W1lil ! Cl)
pi this flod the formal report
of

.l 4 LIIU VY Ii' 1"' ' VAVAVAY "iill- 11 ‘lilll
4] A ¢ speclinell |

Ol CCLIOo l,;\ ¢ )11,

w ly granted, wa
B U and 1s not 1n reality th
vlidl \ . [ 11141
! |

I Led a4 po
il i
U |
. l
#) | |

| the severest letter or the slightest spi irit.

Then, again, it is suggested, 1f not alleged, §
that this enormous capital, which I have
-t‘-rcadv sald does not exist, is Invested 1n |

annon and rifles, in powder and lead, and |
11111uements of war’’—all of which, whether
alleged or suggested, is absolutely false. The

 officers of the Company authorize me to give

to this whole pretension a point-blank denial. |

All of these allegations are of small impor-§
tance, and I mention them only because they }
show the character of the report, and also
something of the quicksand on which the
Senator from Illinois has chosen to plant him- |
self. But these are all capped by the unblush- |
Ing assertion that the proceedings ot the com- §
pany were ‘*in perversion of the plain provi- |
sions of an Act of Congress;” and also,
another unblushing assertion, as ‘‘ certain and
undeniable,” that the Company was formed to |
promote certain objects, ‘‘regardless of the |
rights and wishes ot the people as guarantied |
b) the Constitution of the United States, and |
secured by their organic law ;” when it is cer-
t iin and undeniable that the Company has
 done nothing in perversion of any Act of
| Congress, while to the extent of its power 1t |
' has -uu<rht to protect the rights and wishes of
the actual people in the Territory.

Sir, this Company has violated in no respect
the Constitution or laws of the land; not in |
But
every other nnnuuilun is equally baseless. It

n(-* true, as the Senator from Illinois has
alleged, In order in some way to compromise
the C ..m[ \ny, that it was informed betore the
public of lu& date fixed for the election of the |
Le; z-.‘u ure. This statementis pronounced by

the Secretary, in a letter now before me, * an

| unqualified falsehood, not having even the sha-

dow of a shade of hu.h for its basis.” It is
not true that men-have been hired by the
( olpany to go to IKansas ; forev cry enil .':ramt,
who has gone under its direction, has himself
provided the means for his journey. Of
course, sir, 1t is not true, as has been com-
plained by the Senator from South Carolina,

with that proclivity to error which marks all

his utterances, that men have been sent by the
Company ** with one uniform gun, Sharpe’s
rifie ;" for 1t has supplied no arms of any kind
to :lll\ln"l) It 1s not true that tlu Company
has encouraged al Y fanatical aggression upoin
the pe '1" of Missouri; for it h.-;- ounseled
| ord 1°. l‘" nee., ful']'n Arafce. It i‘*' Nnot true tllﬂ.b
theo ( mpany ll:_l‘ chosen if?"- emierants on ac-
it of their political opinions; for it lLas
ed no questions with regard to the opinions

§ whom i ald . and at t noment

1) LOU1 W ! | those from the qt"lth

W (¢ NOI'UIY, W le, in the 1 rrtory,

i wihidtevelr quarter, ar admitted to an
{ ¢ Ooyliinel : Its telptinge advaltages,
] . e 1 the Co ny hg U persons

b




{

imerely to control elections, and not to remain
10 the Territory ; forits whole action, and all
|1ts anticipation of pecuniary profits, are found-
ced on the hope to stock the country with per-
» Inanent settlers, by whose labor the capital of
-the Company shall be made to yield its in-

« the welfare of all shall be promoted.
y Sir, 1t has not the honor of being an Aboli-
| tion Seciety, or of numbering among its offi-
) cers Avolitionists.  Its President is a retired
j citizen, of ample means and charitable life,
- wiio has taken no part in the contlicts on
, Slavery, and has never allowed his sympathies
¢ to be felt by Abolitionists.  One of its Vice-
y Presidents is a gentleman fromn Virginia, with
. family and friends there, who has always op-
y posed the Abolitionists. Its generous Trea-
surer, who 1s now justly absorbed by thie ob-
* Jects of the Company, has always been under-
' stoed as ranging with his extensive connec-
' tions, by blood and marriage, on the side of
. that quietism which submits to all the tyranny
of the Slave Power. Its Directors are more
| conspicuous for wealth and science, than for
any activity against Slavery. Among these is
- an eminent lawyer of Massachusetts, Mr. Chap-
man—personally known, doubtless, to some
' who hear me—who has distinguished himself
by an austere conservatism, too natural to the
i atmosphere of courts, which does not tlinch
, even from the support of the Fugitive Slave
' Bill.  In a recent address at a public meeting
) in Springfield, this gentleman thus speaks for
i himselt and his associates:
i ‘“Ihave been a Director of the Society from the first, and
have kept myself well i»“,rmed in regard to its proceedings.
* 1 am not aware tha. any one in this community ever sus-
pected me of being an Abolitionist ; but I have been accused
' of being Pro-Slavery ; and Ibelieve many good people think
I am quite too conservative on that subject. I take this oc-
it casion to say that all the plans and proceedings of the Soci-
ety have met my approbation ; and I assert thatithas never
| done a single act with which any political party, or the peo-
vle of any section of the country can justly tind fault. The
Il aame of its President, Mr. Brown, of Providence, and of its
Treasurer, Mr. Lawrence, of Boston, are i suflicient euar-
o antee in the estimation of intelligent men against its being
+ enzaged in any fanatical enterprise. Its stockholders are
composed of nien of all political parties except Abolitionists.
I am not aware that it has received the patronage of that

class of our fellow-citizens, and I am informed that some of
them disapprove of its proceedings.”

The acts of the Company have been such as
‘might be expected from auspices thus severely
careful at all points.
i+ which, with small means, 1t has been able to
accomplish so much, 1s, that, as an nducement
| to emagration, it has gone forward and planted

capital in advance of population. According
1 to the old immethodical system, this rule is re-
v versed ; and population has been left to grope
' blindly, without the advantage of fixed cen-
" tres, with mills, schools, and churches—all
- calculated to soften the hardships of pioneer
i ife—such as have been established betorehand

Tt

¢ crease, and by whose fixed interest in the soil |

The secret, through
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grant Aid Company. By this single princi-
'ple, which is now practically applied for the
first tie in history, and which has tie siai-
plicity ot genius, a business association at a
 distance, without a large capital, has become
a beneficent instrument of civilization, exer-
cising the functions of various Societies, and
1 1tself being a Missionary Society, a Bible
| Society, a Tract Society, an Education Society,
and a dociety for the Diffusion of the Mechan-
ic Arts. I would not claim too much for this
 Company; but I doubt if, at this moment,
| there 1s any Society, which is so completely
' philanthropic: and since its leading idea, like
| the light of a candle from which other candles
are lighted without nummber, may be applied
indefinitely, it promises to be an important
ald to Human Progress. Thelesson it teaches
cannot be forgotten, and hereafter, wherever
unsettled lands exist, intelligent capital will
lead the way, anticipating the wants of the
proneer—nay, doing the very work of ¢he
original pioneer—while, amidst well-arranged
harmonies, a new community will arise, to be-
come, by its example, a more eloquent preaci-
er than any solitary missionary. In subordi-
nation to this essential idea, is its humbler
machinery for the aid of emigrants on their
way, by combining parties, so that friends ard
neighbors might journey together; by pur-
chasing tickets at wholesale, and furnishing
them to individuals at the actual cost; by pro-
viding for each party a conductor familiar
|with the road, and, through these simple
means, promoting the economy, safety, and
comfort, of the expedition. The number of
emigrants 1t has directly aided, even thus
slightly, in thelr journey, has been infinitely
exageerated. From the beginning of its ope-
rations, down to the close ot the last autumn,
all 1ts detachments from Massachusetts con-
tained only thirteen hundred and twelve per-
SOnSs.

Such is the simple tale of the Emigrant Aid
Gompany. Sir, not even suspicion can justly
touchit., IBut it must be made a scapegoat.
| 'This 1s the decree which has gone forth, I
|was hardly surprised at this outrage, when it
proceeded from the President, tor, like Mac-
beth, he is stepped so far in, that returmng
were as tedious as g¢o on; but I did not expect
it from the Senator fromn Missouri [Mr. GEYER, ]
whom I had learned to respect tor the general
moderation of his views, and the name he has
won in an honorable profession. Listening to
him, 1 was saddened by the spectacle of the
extent to which Slavery will sway a candid
mind to do injustice. Had any other interest
been 1n question, that Senator would have
scorned to join in impeachment ot such an
assoclation. Ilis instincts as a lawyer, as a
man of honor, and as a Senator, would have

in Kansas. Here, sir, is the secret of the Em-|forbidden ; but the Slave Power, in enforcing
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behests, allows no lesitation, and the
nator surrendered.

In this vindieation, 1 content myself with a |

statements of tacts, lather than an argument.

': 1] _:l t be u"ﬂ'ed *l.at Missouri had org ranized |
a propagandist emigration long before any |

"'.

)Y

: 11 \1a~~ach11-etts and you might be
reminded of the wolf in thc fa.ble which com-
plained of the lamb for dlsturblno' the waters
when in 1 1"* the alleged offender w as lower |
down on tle stream. It might be urged, also, |
that South Carolina has L.telv entered upon |
similar system—while one of her chieftains,
n rallylng recruits, has unconsciously at tested
the cause in which he was engaged, DLy |
exclalming, in the \V()l'db of Satan, audl &bbtﬁd

’.l;l'!v -‘\1‘1\ ‘i A('l AN

o |
-‘\-

¢ Awake ! arise! or be forever fallen !”

VANS. I should be glad to have the
g ate where he got thatinformation.
l know something a mut South Carolina, and
I nevaer hea 111 of any such thing, and I do not
hink it exists.

Mr. SUMNER. Ibeg the Senator’s pardon:
1t was in a speech or letter of one of the gentle-
men enlisted in obtaining emigrants in “South
Carolina.  Dut the occasion needs no such
defences. 1 put them aside. Not on the
example of Missouri, or the example of South
Carolina, but on inherent rights, which no
man, whether Senator or Preside nt can justly
33a1l, do I plant this impregnable justification.
It will not do, in specious phrases, to allege
the right of every State to be free in its do-

iestic policy from foreign interference, and

en to assu 1ch wroneful Interference by |
this Company. DBy the law and Constitution,
we stand or fall: and that law and Constitu-
) we have 1n no respect offended.

overthrow of ail law in Kansas,
n 1s hU\V S€L up, which utt I]V
the plainest rights of the people |

AMr,

"J' f 'dvll Lri g

1

1 € )

10 ClOoan
G4S&l1n

denjes one

1d}

CVErywiel 'l'".'I' I b o Senators to under- |
stand that this 1s a government of laws: and

at, under laws, the people have an
11 CONL le right to settle any portion of our
broad territory, and if th y choose, to propa-
oate 4 )il NS there, nNo UI’H"I])' I*!."-i'li.lt 11
by tl W if this were not so, pray, sir,
by what t the Senator from Illinois, who

an L I Vermont, propagatin
118 dI=§4 1 )1 ] 11  anothel State ¢
Surely | 110) poly  of t right.
Othiers Wil s 1O « 1l

il 1 1ed | £ 1S | l

Lh : ! Lél's not w hel

y g | | fgid \
| R Y : '

- | eI st |
30, 1 n, by wihit |

many | i Yy naltl 4, unde
Dern N ) s Ul ¢l

| votes for nismaned Democratic principles ? And
|if capital as well as combination cannot be;
‘employed, by what title do venerable associa-
' tions exist, of ampler means and longer dura-|
tmn than any Emigrant Aid (‘ompany, around
which cluster th
the country—the Tract Society, a powerful
corporation, which scatters its publications §
. | freely in every corner of the land—the Bible!
Soclety, an 1ncorporated body, with large !
 resources, which seeks to carry ‘the Book of
Tife alike into Territories d.I‘fl Stites—the |
Missionary Society, also an incorporated !
body, with large resources, which wnds 1ts |
agents everywhere, at home and in foreign |
[lands?

By what title do all these exist? Nay, sir,
by what title does an Insurance Company
Lin New York send its agent to open an ofiice
in New Orleans, and by what title does Mas-
sachusetts capital contribute to the Hannibal |
and St. Joseph Railroad in Missouri, and alse
to the copper mines of Michigan? The Sena-
'tor inveighs against the Native American
| party but his own principle is narrower than
any attributed to thern.
influence of emigrants from abroad: he objects
to the influence of American citizens at home,
when exerted in States or Territories where
they were not born!
15 too audacious for respectful argument. But
since a great right has been demed the chil-
dren of the I'ree States, over whose cradles |
has shone the North Star, owe it to them-
to their ancestors,

)| 1
SCLVES,

the fullest extent. By the blessing of God,
and under the continued protection of the
| laws, they will go to Kansas, there to plant

ritory soon into thesisterhiood of Iree States
and to such (ml they will not hesitate, in the

(‘llllllu\ ment of .,ll ]t""ltllu ite mes LS, whether !

)

b) C vl;l[;.:n.‘th of men or contributions
money, to swell a virtuous emigration,

they will iuwtly out
this unquestionable ri; r, 1f they failed
tOoO doO Tll.-.. t!u} W \".11(]. be ﬁt} Ull]}' for -‘!:LVL‘-—S

of
and

]

.1 [ ]

themselves.

i. GGod be ]”';;;'Ul! I\{Il““':‘('}l'ﬂ\('ttﬁ. honored

( VWY ( .lllh that .'w"" I11C tll ]*11]1 rQ 1O
plead for IKKansas on this floor, knows her |
| 101 0N, and will maintain them Iil'llli}' to the I

L end.  This is not the first time in history, that

r public acts have N arralegned, and that

I public men have been exposed to contune-

1 Wi l ' | .lll Ll U]' len Lo, 10

\ L1l eal Lol W\ ~d Iruits volu 2“

'y l"..‘ 11¢ N ) ( LS O lh [ \.'. q ! ] )=

l Il & y 1‘ [10 l)\ the lhulll-

. Ol | I'_]'f, 11 vV the resonnre l)l

commerce, cleaving

cevery o { V' 11l AN UTACTLUIGS, various ia

e regard and confidence of §

They object to the

The whole assumption '

and to Freedom |
| itself, that this right c~huuld now be asserted to

their homes, in the hope ot elevating this Ter-

Ny dtltlu] t to question !
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suman skill—by her institutions of education,
rarious as human knowledge—by hler insti-

ering—Dby the pages of her scholars and his-
v01i.1nb——by the voices of her [)oets and ora-
ors, she is now exerting
tubtile and commanding “than ever
thooting lLer far-darting rays wherever igno-
yance, wretchedness, or wrong, prevail, and|
lashing light even upon those who travel far|
o persecute her. Such is Massachusetts, and|
{ am proud to believe that you may as well
ittempt, with puny arm, to topple down the
:arth-rooted, heaven- k1-s1nﬂ' eranite which
srowns the historic sod of Bunker Hill, as |
)o cliange her fixed resolves for Freedomevery- |
where, and especially now for freedom in Kan-
has. 1 exult, too, that in this battle, which

bt the Revolution, she is able to preserve Ler
just eminence.

in the Union, and larger than all the Slave
States together; and now to the second, which
1s not of contending armies, but of contending
Spinions, on whose issue hang trembling the
advancing civilization of the country, she con-
ributes, rlnoun'h the manifold and endless
ntellectual activity of her children, more of
that divine spark by which opinions are
[uickened into life, than is contributed by any
other State, or by all the Slave States toge-
ther, while her annual productive industry
excels 1n value three times the whole vaunted
icotton crop of the whole South.

¢ Sir, to men-on earth it belongs only to de-
serve success; not to secure it; and I know
‘not how soon the efforts of Massachusetts will
l'wear the crown of triumph. DBut 1t cannot
'be that she acts wrong for herself or children,
when 1n this cause she thus encounters re-
iproach. No; by the generous souls who were
lexposed at L(\mgt«_m, by those who stood
arrayed at Bunker IHill; by the many from
her bosom who, on all the fields of the first
) great strugele, ]\ nt their vigorous arms to the
cause of all, by the children she has borne,
lwhose names alone are national trophies, 1s
i Massachusetts now vowed irravocably to this
work. What belongs to the faithful servant
she will do in all thlngs and Providence shall
‘determine the result.

' And here ends what I have to say of the
] four Apologies for the Crime against Kansas.

Ilaving spoken three hours,
Lotion to adjourn.

he yielded to a
Tuesday he concluded thus:

ITI. IFrom this ample survey, where one ob-
sstruction after another has been removed, I
now pass, in the third place, to the considera-
tion of the various remedics proposed, ending
i with the Trhue ReMEDY.

The Rewmedy should be co-extensive with

To the first she contributed a |
arger number of troops than any other State

utions of benevolence, various as human suf-

an 1nhuence mom |
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the original Wrong; and since, by the passage
of the Nebraska Bill, not only Kansas, but
also Nebraska, anesota Washington, and
even Oregon, have been opened to S]aven

the original Prohibition should be restored to
its complete activity throughout these various
Territories. By such a happy restoration,
made in good faith, the whole country would
be 1ep1(.cgd in the condition which it enjoyed
before the introduction of that dishonest
measure. Here is the Alpha and the Omega
of our ulm 1n this controversy. DBut no such
extensive measure is now in question. The
Crime against Kansas had been special, and all
else 158 absorbed in the special remedies for it.
 Of these I shall now speak.

As the Apologies were four-fold, so are the

surpasses far in moral grandeur the w hole war ' Remedies proposed four-fold, and they range

' fliemselves in natural ()ldel under designa-
tions which so truly disclose their character as
even to supersede argument. First, we have
the Remedy of Tyranny; next, the Remedy
of Folly; next, the remedy of Injustice and
Civil War; and fourthly, the Remedy of Jus-
tice and Peace. These are the four caskets;
and you are to deterinine which shall be open-
ed by Senatorial votes.

There is the Remedy of Tyranny, whicly
like its complement, the Apology of Tyranny
—though espoused on this floor, especially by
the Senator from Illinois—proceeds from the
President, and is embodied in a special mes-
sage. It proposes to enforce obedience to the
existing laws of Kansas, ‘“ whether Federal or
local,”’ when, in fact, Kansas has no *local”
laws, except those 1mpo~ed by the Usurpation
from Missouri, and it calls for additional
appropriations to complete this work of
tyranny.

I shall not follow the President in his
elaborate endeavor to prejudge the contested
eleetion now pending in the House of Repre-
sentatives; for this whole matter belongs to
the privileges of that body, and neither the
President nor the Senate has a right to inter-
meddle therewith. 1 do not touch it. DBut
now, while dismissing it, I should not pardon
myself, if I failed to add, that any person
who founds his claim to a seat in Congress on
the pretended votes of hirelings from another
State, with no home on the soil of IKansas,
p]a)s the part of Anacharsis Clootz, who, at
the bar of the French convention, undertook
to represent nations that knew him not, or, if
they knew him, scorned himj with this differ-

ence, that in our American oase the excessive
farce of the transaction cannot cever its
tragedy. But all this [ put aside—to deal only
with what is legitimately before the Senate.

I expose simply the Tyranny which upholds
| the existing Usurpation, and asks for addi-
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tional appropriations. Let it be judged by an
example, from which in this country there
can be no appeal. Here is the speech of
George III., made from the Throne to Parlia-
ment, in response to the complaints of the
Province of Massachusetts Bay, which, though
smarting under laws passed by usurped power,
had yet avoided all armed opposition, while
Lexington and Bunker Hill still sluinbered in
rural solitude, unconscions of the historic
Kindred which they were soon to claim.
Instead of Massachusetts Bay, in the Royal
speech, substitute Kansas, and the message of
the President will be found fresh on the lips
of the DBritish King. Listen now to the
words, which, in opening Parliament, 30th of
Noveinber, 1774, his majesty, accordine to

the oflicial report, was pleased to speak:

s ..V;/ Lords and Gentlemen :

'It gives me much concern that I am obliged, at the
opening of this Parliament, to inform you that a most daring

|

epirit of resistance and disobedience to the law still unhap- |

pily prevails in the Province of the Mussuchusetis Bay, and
In divers parts of it broke forth in fresh violences of a
very crimninal nature. ZTheseproceedings/lave been counte-

nanced in other of my Colonies, and unwarrantable
ﬁ.'r.ttd"rnl"rt’v ]b“' é bee ) "'”d& t(l (J}l tl'u(ft t/Le Commerce Uft]b-’.b'
Kingdom, by unlawful combinations. 1 have taken such
measures aod given such orders as I have judged most
proper and effectual for carrying into execulion the laws
which were passed, in the last session of the late Parlia-
ment, for the protection and security of the Commerce of
my subjects, and for the restoring and preserving peace,
order, and good government, in the Province of the Afassa-
chusctts Bay.”—American Arch., 4ih series, vol. 1, p. 1465.

The King complained of a *“ daring spirit of
resistance and disobedience to the law ;" so also
does the President. The King adds, that it
has ** broke forth in fresh violence of a very
criminal nature;” so-also does the President,
lhe King declares that these proceedings
have been ** countenanced and encouragedsin
other of my Colonies;” even so the President
icclares that Ilansas has found sympathy in
“remote States.” The King inve, us against
Cunwarrantable rneasures’ and * unlawful com-

R —
.

binations evenl 80 1nveighs the President.
The King proclaims that he has taken the
necessary steps ‘*‘for carrying into execution
the law pdassed 111 "l'ﬁ-u;' e of the constitu
Ll o Or the colonles: even so the
r proclaims that he shall **exert the
vhiole power of the Federal Executiva? to
BUD P L | [} n 1n Kansas, The pal al
lel 18 co ¢ The Mes: lZze, 1II ot cople
from th e of the Kin " ha DEEN
ashioned 1€ ame original blo , 4and
1 Ust to the sa hmbo., [ di
11] 18 1V .1-1 ONns 11 1avor of th
L rpatiol 1« also the petitiol

ad 1¢ | I'id 3 11 the aftect d d ¢
Lo maint I\ | | t money
Or troops that vou ne I DU mpiy the
§ O | W of the Pre: Il That |
dDs01] _ 1.et | GO111 ]| Yy Wil ] orime
ceuse, aud l” e WIill De restore ].

or my-|ofa wretched cai

self, I will not consent to wad the Nation
artillery with fresh appropriation bills; whe
its murderous hail is to be directed against tl
constitutional rights of my fellow-citizeus.

Next comes the Remedy of Folly, whic
indeed, 1s also a Remedy ot Tyranny; but 1
Folly is so surpassing as-to eclipse even i
Tyranny. It does not proceed from the Pres
dent. With this proposition he is not in an
way chargeable. It comes from the Senate
from South Carolina, who, at the close ¢
a long speech, offered it as his single contribi
tion to the adjustment of this question, an
who thus far stands alone in its support. |
might, therefore, fitly bear his name; but the
which I now give to it 13 a more suggestiv
Synonyin, .

This proposition, nakedly expressed, is thée
the people of Kansas should be deprived o
their arms. That I may not do the leas
injustice to the Senator, I quote his precis
words :

““ The President of the United States is under the highe:
and most solemn obligations to intcrpose; and if I were f
indicate the manner in which he should interpose:in Kar
sas, 1 would point out the old common law process.
would serve a warrant on Sharpe’s rifles, and if Sharpe
rifles did not answer the summons, and come into court o
a day certain, or if théy resisted the sheriff, I would surm
mon the posse cometatus, and would have Colonel Sumrer!
regiment to be a part of that posse comitutus.”

Really, sir, has it come to this? The rifl
has ever been the companion of the pioneer
and, under God, bis tuatelary protector agains
the red man and tbhe beast of the furest
Never was this efficient weapon more needec
in just self-defence, than now in Kansas, anc
at least one article in our National Constitu
tion must be blotted out, before the complets
right to 1t can in any way be impeached
And yet, such is the madness of the hour
that, in defiance of the solemn guaranteq
embodied in the Amendments to the Constitus
tion, that *the right of the people to keey
and Dbear arms shall not be infringed,” the
people of Kansas have been arraigned for
keeping and bearing them, and the Senatol
rom South Carolina has had the face to SH Y

openly, on this ﬁunl', that tl-n*y should be dis-
armed—of course, that the fanatics of Slas ery,
118 allles and constituents, may mect ng
pediment., Sir, the Senator is venerable
with years; he is reputed also to have worn
nt hh e, ] I‘nt: "'till’c Wl_iv:. Im l'\lll'!‘.:*‘[[ti'
1clal honors; and he is placed her the
ead of an 1111 ant cominittee occupled p
ticularly with questions of law; but nei
()] ) ‘ars nol l 13 PC .l. )N, past Or pi¢ |, ClU
IVE lespectabl Ity to the demand l]“.‘i
made, or save him from indignant condemnas
Lion, .\'ln-‘l to COINDUSY 1110 Wrel 'u-(‘ 4 ] o

, he thus proposes to tram:
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ple on one of the plainest provisions of consti-
sutional liberty.

. Next comes the Remedy of Injustice and
 Civil War—organized by Act of Congress.
: This propositiony wiinch is also an offshoot of
fthe original Remedy of Tyranny, proceeds
‘from the Senator from Illinois, [Mr. DouvcLas]
twith the sanction of the Committee on Terri-
ttories, and 1s embodied in the bill which is
i now pressed to a vote.

. By this Bill, it is proposed as follows :

“ That whenever it shall appear, by a census, to be taken
: mnder the direction of the Governor, by the authority of the |
i Legislature, that there shall be 93,420 inhabitants (that |
¢ being the number required by the present ratio of represen-
' tation for a member of Congress) within the limits hereafter
[, described as the Territory of Kansas, the Legistature of
w susd Territory shall be, and is hereby authorized to pro-
vide by luw for the etection of delegates, by the people of |
gaid Territory, to assemble in Convention, and form a Con-
stitution and State Government, preparatory to their ad-
¢ mission into the Union, on an equal footing with the origi- |

nal States, in all respects whatsoever, by the name of the

- State of Kansas.”
Now, sir, consider these words carefully,
'and you will see that, however plausible and
' velvet-pawed they may seem, vet in reality
they are most unjust and cruel. While affect-
' ing to initiate honest proceedings for the for-
mation of a State, they furnish to this Terri-
' tory no redress for the crime under which it
' sufters ; nay, they recognize the very Usurpa-
tion in which the criine ended, and proceed to
' endow 1t with new prerogatives. It is by the
authority of the Legislature that the census is
'to be taken, which is the first step in the
work. It 1s also by the authority of the
' Leqislature that a Convention is to be called
for the formation of a Constitution, which is
' the second step. But the Legislature is not
. obliged to take either of tliese steps. To its
absolute willfulness is it left to act or not to
act 1n the premises. And since, in the ordi-
' nary course of business, there can be no action
of the Legislature till January of the next
year, all these steps, which are prelimninary in
their character, are postponed till after that]
distant day—thus keeping this great question
open, to distract and irritate the country.
Clearly, this i3 not what is required. 'The
! country desires peace at once, and is deter-
" mined to have it. But this objection is slight
by the side of the glaring Tyranny, that, in
- recognizing the Legislature, and conferring
- upon it these new powers, the Bill recognizes
the existing Usurpation, not only as the
authentic Government of the Territory for the
time being, but also as possessing a creative
power to reproduce itself in the new State.
Pass this Bill, and you enlist Congress in the
conspiracy, not only to keep the people of
Kansas in their present subjugation, through-
out their territorial existence, but also to pro-|
tract this subjugation into their existence as a

State, while you legalize and perpetuate the]
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very force by which Slavery has been alveady
planted there.

I know that there is another deceptive
clause, which seems to throw certain safe-
guards around the election of delegates to the
Convention, when that Convention shall be
ordered by the Legislature; but out of this
very clause do I draw a condemnation of the
Usurpation which the Bill recognizes. It pro-
vides that the tests, coupled with the electoral
iranchise, shall not prevail in the election of
delegates, and thus impliedly condemns them.
But if they are not to prevail on this occasion,

' why are they permitted at the election of the

Legislature? If they are unjust in the one
case, they are unjust in the other. If annulled
at the election of delegates, they should be
annulled at the election of the Legislature :
whereas the bill of the Senator leaves all of
these offensive tests in full activity at the elec-
tion of the very Leguislature out of which this
whole proceeding is to come, and it leaves the
polls at both elections in the control of the ofli-
cers appointed by the Usurpation. Consider
well the facts. DBy an existing statute, estab-
lishing the Fugitive Slave Bill as a shibboleth,
a large portion of the honest citizens are
excluded from voting for the Legislature,
while, by another statute, all who present
themselves with the fee of one dollar, whether
from Missouri or not, and who can utter this
shibboleth, are entitled to vote. And it is a
Legislature thus chosen, under the auspices of
officers appointed by the Usurpation, that you
now propose to invest with the parental pow-
ers to rear the Territory into a State. You
recognize and confirm the Usurpation, which
you ought to annul without delay. You put
the infant State, now preparing to take a place
in our sisterhood, to suckle with the wolt,
which you ought at once to kill. The 1mprob-
able story of Baron Munchausen is verified.
The bear, which thrust itself into the harness
of the horse it had devoured, and then whirled
the sledge according to mere brutal bent, is
recognized by this bill; and kept in its usurped
place, when the satety of all requires that it
should be shot, .

In characterizing this Bill as the Remedy of
Injustice and Civii War, I give it a plain, self-
evident title. It isa continuation of the Crime
against Kansas, and as such deserves the same
condemnation, It can only be defended by
those who defend the Crime. BSir, you cannot
expect that the people of Kansas will submit to
the Usurpation which this bill sets up, and bids
them bow before—as the Austrian tyrant set
up lis cap in the Swiss market-place. 1f you
madly persevere, Kansas will not be without
her Williain Tell, who will retuse at all hazards
to recognize the tyrannical edict; aud this will
be the beginning of civil war,

Next, and lastly, comes the Remedy of Jus-
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tice and Peace, proposed by the Senator from
New York, [Mr. Seward,] and embodied 1n lLis
Bill for the immediate admission of IKansas as
a State of this Union, now pending as a sub-
stitute for the bill of the Senator from lllinois.
This is sustained by the prayer of the people
of the Territory, setting forth a Constitution
formed by a spontaneous movement, in which

all there had opportunity to partici pate, without |

distinction of party. Larely has any proposi-
tien, so siinple in character, so entirely prac-
ticable, so absolutely within your power, been
presented,

beneficent results. 'In its adoption, the Crime |

against Ianszas will be ali happily absolved, the
Usurpation which it established will be peace-
fully suppressed, and order will be permanently
secured. DBy a joyful metamorphosis, this fair
Territory may be saved from outrage.

‘“ Oh help,” she cries, ‘*in this extremest need,

If you who hear are Deities indeed;

(rape earth, and make for this dread foe a tomb,

Or chunye my form, whence &ll my sorrows comse.”

In offering this proposition, the Senator from New York
has entitled himselfl to the gratitude of the country. He
has, throughout 4 life of unsarpassed industry, and of emi-
nent ability, done much for Freedom, which the world will
not let die; but he has done nothing more opporsune than
this, and he has uttered no words more effective than the
epeeeh, £0 masterly and ingenious, by which he has vindi-
cated it. ]

Kaneas now presents herself for admission with 2 Consti-
tution republican in form. And, independent of the great
necessity of the case, three considerations of fact concur in
commendivg her. First, she thus testifies her willingness
to relieve the Federal Government of the considerable
pecuniary responsibility to which it is now exposed, on
account of the pretended Territorial Goverament. Second-
Iy, she has, by her recent conduct, particularly in repelling
the invasion at Wakarusa, evinced an ability to defend her
Government. And, thirdly, by the pecuniary credit which
ghe now enjoys, she shows an undoubted ability to support
it. What now can stand i1n her way ?

The power of Congress to admit Kansas at once is expli-
eit. It is found in a siogle clause of the Constitution,
which, standing by itself, without any qualification applica-

|

actual population; but, from careful inquiry »f the best
sources, I am led te place it now at fifty thousand, though
I observe that a prudent authority, the Boston Daily Ad- |
vertiser, puts it as high as sixty thousand, and, while I
speak, this remarkable population, fed by fresh emigration, |
is outstripping even these calculations. Nor can there be
a doubt, that, before the assent of Congress can be per-
fected in the ordinary course of legislation, this population
will swell to the large number of ninety-three thousand four !
hundred and twenty, required in the Bill of the Senator
from lllinois. Bul, in muking t/iis nwunber the condition |
of the admission of Kansas,you set up an extraordinary
standdard. 'There 18 nothing out of which it can be derived,
from the beginning to the end of the precedents. Going
back to the days of the Continental Congress, you will find
that, in 1754, it was declared that twenty thousand free-
men in a Territory might ¢ establish a permanent Constitu-

which promised at once such | tion and Government for themselves,” (Journals of Con- |

gress, Vol. 4, p. 379;) and, though this number was afters
wards, in the Ordinance of 1787 for the Northwestern Ter-
ritory, raised to sixty thousand, yet the power was left in

| Congress, and subsequcntly exercised in more than ene

| and (Georgia, with a population of §2,54S.

| contain the population now required of kansas.

ble to the present case, and without doubtful words, |

pequires no commentary., Hereit s

‘“ New States may he adwmitted by Congress into this
Union, but no new sState shall be foimed or erected within
thie Jurisdiction of any other State, nor any Stute be formed

by the Junction of two or more Statles, 01 parts of States, |

without the conse of the L";!.'---stlll'eﬁ of the stales ¢con-
cerned, as well as of the Congress,”

New States MaYy be admitted. Qut of that little word,
mway, cowes the power, broadly and fully—without any
lnmitation f{ d on JO] (tion or preiit nary 'UI'IU
provided the State is not within the jurisdiction of another
State, nor formed by the junction of two or more Stateg, ol

parts of St witliout the consent of the Legislatures ¢
thie States. Muns 8 ol within the cégal jurisdietion of
anothier o> Lat ¢ 114 I Ll L Wy Of Miss ari h ive bed 1l
tyfﬁ_ nically uuca ver ber: noris Kansas 101 ed 1y
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instance, to constitute a State with a smaller number. Out
of all the new States, only Maine, Wisconsin, and Texas,
contained, at the time of their admission into the Union, so
large a population as jt is proposed to require in Kansas:
while no less than fourteen new States have been admitted
with a smaller population ; as will appear in the following
list, which is the result of research, showing the number of
‘¢ free inhabitants”’ in these States at the time of the pro-

ceedings which ended in their admission : |

Vermont.............. 85,414 JllinoiSe.....covu..... 45,000
Kentucky ............ 61,103 Missouri............. 06,056
Tennessee ., .,......... 66,649 Arkansas............ 41,000
B hio e e B 50,000 Michigan............ 92 613
Louisiana............. 41,890 Florida.............. 27,091
Ingianatne, e COEnE oo 60,000 Jowa................ 31,921
Mississippi............ 35,000 California..... e 92.59
Alabama.............. oU,000

But this is not all. At the adoption of the Federal Con-
stitution, there were three of the old Thirteen States whose
respective populations did not reach the amount now
required for Kansas. These were Delaware, with a popu-
lation of 59,096 ; Rhode Island, with a population of 64,659 ;
And even now,
while [ speak, there are at least two States, with Senators
on this floor, which, according to the last census, do not
I refer to
Delaware, with a population of 91,633, and Florida, with a
population of freemen amounting only to 47,203. So much
for precedents of population.

But in sustaining this objection, it is not uncommon to
depart from the strict rule of numerical precedent, by sug-
gesting that the population required in a new State hag
always been, in point of fact, above the existing ratio
of representation for a member of the tHouse of Representa-
tives. DBut this is not true s for at least one State, Florida,
was admitted with a population below this ratio, which at
the time was 70,680. So much, again, for precedents. But
ven if this coincidence were complete, it would be impos-
sible to press It Into a hindlng pt cedent, 'I'he rule s eimns
reasonable, and, in ordinary cases, would not be question-
ed but it cannot be drawn or i J]II."'d from thi constitu-
tion, Besides, this ratio is, in itself, a sliding acale. Aty
first, 1t was 33,000, and thus continued till-1811, when
it was put at 55,000, In 1522, 1t was 40,000; in 1532, it was

47,700 ; in 1542, it was 70,650 ; and now, it is 93,420, If any
ratio 18 to be made the foundation of a bindiug rule, it
11d be that which prevailed at the adoption of the Con-
titution, and which still continued, when Kansas, as a part
of Loulsiana, was 1l|lll"'t'(l from franc ,under sofen Stl-
pulation that it should ¢ be incorporated into the Unjon of
- United States a8 soon as may be consistent with the
2 1])l fthe Federal Constitution,” But this who ob-
3 § »  J1 DY e ¢ LJ!'l'l.ll Ol I lll);.r O] lﬂ Fludil,

wl pood for that State, {8 also good Kansas, Heve
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thousand. They submit, however, that amy ratio of
resentation, dependent upon legislative action, based
ly on convenience and expediency, shifting and vacil-
ng as the opinion of a majority of Congress may make it,
7 greater than at a previous apportionment, but which a

¢ constitutional ¢ prineiples’ referred to in the treatvw,
.sistency with which, by its terms, is required. It is, in
jithi, but a mere regulation, not founded on principle, No
cified number of population is required by any recog-
2d principle as necessary to the establishment of a free
vernment,

* It is in nowise ‘inconsistent with the principles of the
Jeral Constitution,’ that the population of a State should
lless than the ratio of Congressional representation. The
'y case is provided for in the Constitution. With such
dcient population, she would be entitled to one Repre-
atative. If any ‘event should cause a decrease of the
pulation of one of the States even to a number below the
nimuwm ratio of representation prescribed by the Consti-
ion, she would still remain a member of the Confederacy.
d be entitled to such Representative. It is respectfully
zed, that a rule or principle which would not justify the
pulsion of a State with a deficient population, on the
ound o inconsistency with the Constitution, should not
clude or prohibit admission.”—E®». Doc., 27th Cong., 2d
38., Yol. 4, No. 206.

I'hus, sir, do the people of Florida plead for the people of
IN3as,

Distrusting the objection from inadequacy of population,
18 siid that the proceedings for the formation of a new
ate are fatally defective in form. It is not asserted that a
evious enabling Act of Congress is indispeusable; for
ere are notorious precedents the other way, among which
e Kentucky in 1791 ; Tennessee in 1736; Maine in 1S20;
'd Arkansas and Michigan in 1856. But it is urged that
no instance has a Stite been admitted, whose Constitu
an was fermed without such enablhing Act, or without the
ithority of the Territorial Legislature. This is not true;
I California came into the Union -with a Constitution
I'med not only without any previcus enabling Act, but also
thout any sanction from a Territorial Legislature. The
voceedings which ended in this Constitution were initiated
Ir the military (Governor there, acting under the exigercy
the hour. This instance may not be identical in all
ispects with that of Kansas ; but it displaces completely
ne of the assuptions which Kansas now encounters, and
also shows completely the disposition to relax all rule,
ader the exigency of the hour, in order to do substantial
stice.

‘But there is a memorable instance, which contains in
self every element of irregularity which you denounce in
1e proceedings of Kanpsas. Michigan, now cherished with
ich pride as a sister State, achieved admission into the
‘nion in persistent defiance of all rule. Do you ask for
ecedents ?  Ifere is a precedent for the largest latitude,
thich you, who profess a deference to precedent, cannot
'sown., Mark now the stages of this case. The first pro-
edings of Michigan were without any previous enabling
ct of Congress; and she presented herself at your door
ith a Constitution thus formed, and with Senators chosen
mder that Coustitution—preciscly as Kansas now. This
Jas in December, 1535, while Andrew Jackson was Presi-
snt. By the leaders of the Democracy at that time, all
ibjection for alleged defects of formn was scouted, and
imguage was employed whnich is strictly applicable to
ansas. There is nothing new under the sun; and the
ery objection of the President, that the application of
Lansas proceeds from * persons acting agaiust authorities
uly counstituted by Act of Congress,” was hurled against
e application of Michigan, in debate on this floor, by Mu.
dendricks of Indiana. 'I'his was his language:

¢t But the people of Michigan, in presenting their Senate
ind House of Representatives as the legislative power
"xisting there, showed that they had trampled upon and
lolated the laws of the United States, establishing a Terri-
orial Government in Michigan. ‘These laws were, or ought
© be, in full force there; but by the character and position
sssumed, they had set up a Goveroment antagonistic to that
~f the United States.”—Congress Deb., 24th Cong., 1st 8¢ss.,
prol. 12, p. 25S.

! To this impeachment, Mr. Benton replied in these effective
Srords

¢ Conventions were original acts of the people. They
lapended upon inherent and inalienable rights., The

e Congress may prescribe to be less, cannot be one of |

20

pcople of any State may at any time meet in Convention,
without a law of their Legislature, and without any pro-
vision, or against any provision in their Constitution, and
may alter or abolish the whole frame of Goverboment as
they please. The sovereign power to govern themselves

was in the majority, and they could not be divested of it.”
—1bid., p. 1036.

Mr. Buchanan vied with Mr. Benton in vindicating the
new States

“ The precedent in the case of Tennessee has completely
silenced all opposition in regard to the necessity of a pre-
vious act of Congress to enable the people of Michigan to
form a State Constitution. It now seems to be conceded
that our subsequent approbation is equivalent to our pre-
vious action. This can no longer be doubted. We lLavae
the unquestionable power of waiving_any irregularities in
the mode of framing the Constitution, had any such ex-
isted.”—1bid., p. 1041.

‘“ He did hope that by this bill all objections would be re-
moved ; and that this State, so ready to rush into our arms,
would not be repulsed, because of the absence of some form-
alities, which perhaps were very proper, but certainly notf
indispensable.”’—/bid., p. 1015,

After an animated contest in the Senate, the Bill for the
admission of Michigan, on her assent to certain conditions,
was passed, by 23 yeas to 8 nays. But you find weight, ag
well as numbers, on the side of the new State. Among the
yeas were Thomas H. Benton, of Missouri; James Buchan-
an, of Pennsylvania; Silas Wright, of New York; W. R.
King, of Alabama. (Cong. Globe, Vol. 3, p. 276, 1st session
24th Cong.) Subsequently, on motion of Mr. Buchanan, the
two gentlemen sent as Senators by the new State, received
the regular compensation for attendance throughout the
very session in which their seats had been so acrimoniously
assailed. (Ibid., p. 448.)

In the House of Representatives, the application was
equally successful., The Committee on the Judiciary, in an
elaborate report, reviewed the objections, and, among other
things, said:

' “That the people of Michigan have, without due author-
ity, formed a State Government, but, nevertheless, tho
Congress has power to waive any objection which might,
on that account, be entertained, to the ratification of the
(Constitution which they have adopted, and to admit their
Senators and Representatives to take their seats in the Con-
aress of the United States.”—Ewm. Doc., 18t sess., 24th Con-
gress, Yol. 3, No. 330.

The House sustained this view by a vote of 153 yeas to 40
nays. In this large majority, by which the title of Michigan
was then recognized, will be found the name of Franklin
Pierce, at that time a Representative from New Hampshire.

But the case was not ended. The fiercest trial and the
greatest irregularity remained. The Act providing for the
admission of the new State, contained a modification of its
boundaries, and proceeded to require, as a fundamental

| condition, that these should * receive the assent of a Con-

vention of delegates, elected by the people of the said State,
for the sole purpose of giving the assent herein re‘quired.”
(Statutes at Large, Vol. 5, p. 50, Act of June o, 1836.) Such
a Convention, duly elected under a call from the Legisla-
ture, met in pursuance of law, and, after consideration, de-
clined to come into the Union on the condition proposed.
But the action of this Convention was unot universally sat-
isfactory ; and in order to effect an admission into the
Union, another Convention was called professedly by the
people, in their sovereign capacity, without any authority
from State or Territorial Legislature ; nay, sir, accordln.g to
the language of the present President, ‘* against authorities
duly constituted by Act of Congress;” at least as much as
the recent Convention in Kansas. The irregularity of this
Convention was increased by the circumstance, that two of
the oldest counties of the State, comprising a population of
some twenty-five thousand souls, refused to take any part
in it, even to the extent of not opening the polls for the
election of delegates, claiming that it washeld without war-
rant of law. and in defiance of the legal Convention. This
popular Convention, though wariing a popular support co-
extensive with the State, yet proceeded, by formal act, to
give the assent of the peaple of Michigan to the fundamen-
ta! condition proposed by Congress. _
The proceedings of the two Conventions were transmit-
ted to President Jackson, who, by message, dated 27th

December, 1836, laid them both before Congress, indicating
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very clearly his de

r

re to ascertain the will of the people,

without regard te form. The origin of the popular Conven-
» E --ll 3 L :] a h -"i :
*“ This Convention was not held or elected by virtue of
Ly t Territorial or State Legislature. It origi-
ated f People mselves,and was chosen by them

) resolutions adopted In primary assemblies
' respective counties.”—=S8en. Doc. 2d sess. 24th
'/;‘ v A 0 :;0. 86.

then declares that, had these proceedings come to

luring the recess of Congress, he should have felt it

s duty, on being satisfied that they emanated from a Con-

vention of delegates elected in point of fuct by the People

of the State, to issue his proclamation for the admission of

Lhe state,

The Committee on the Judiciary in the Senate, of which

Felix Grundy was Chairman, after inquiry, recognized the

ympetency of the popular Convention, as ¢ elected by the

of the State of Michigan,” and reported a Bill, re-

sive to their assent of the proposed condition, for the

admission of the State without further condition. (Statutes

at Large, vol. 5, p. 144, Act of 26th Jan., 1837.) Then, sir,

reared thz very objections which are now directed

nst Kansas. It was complained thatthe movement for

ate adinission was the work-of a * minority,” and

a great majority of the State feel otherwise.’”” (Sen.

2d cess. z4th Con., vol. 1, No. 87.) And a leading

or, of great ability and integrity, Mr. Ewing of Ohio,

: forth in a catechism which would do for the present
He exclaimed :

p-

What evidence had the Senate of the organization of
ntion? Of the organization of the popular as-
s whio appointed their delegates to that Convention?

oa earth. Who they were that met and voted, we

%ad no information. Who gave the notice? And for
what did the People receive the notice? To meet and
L?  What evidence was there that the Convention
acted according tolaw ? Were the delegates sworn? And,
80, they were extra judicial oaths, and not binding upon
Were the votes counted ? In fact, it was not a pro-
ling under the forms of the law, for they were totally

' 7
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' lisregarded.””—Cong. Glebe, vol. 4, p. 60, 2d sess. 24th
Long

¥

r And the same able 8enator, on another occasion, after ex-

posing the imperfect evidence with regard to the action of
the Convention, existing only in letters and in an article
m a Detroit newspaper, again exclaimed ;

‘“ This, sir, is the evidence to support an organic law of a
¢W State about to enter into the Unlon? Yes of an
vrganic law, the very highest act a community of men

10 perform. Letters referring to other Jetters and a
scrap of a newspaper.”"—Cong, Debates, vol. 18, part I, p.
2338

It was Mr. Calhoun, however, who pressed the opposition
the mmost persevering intensity. In his sight, the ad-
ssion of Mu‘higuu, under the c:u-cumstunces, *“ would bhe
mootrous proceeding under our Constitution that
ived, the most repugnant to its principles, and
in 1ts consequences.” (Cong. Debates, vol. 13, p,
210.) I'hiere 13 not,” he exclaimed, ** one particle of ofhi-
befor We have nothing but the private
viauaiy, who do not know even the number:
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ichigan to sustain i, an act done by the People of tl.al
State in their primary assembiiies, and acknowled(s
that act asobligatory on the constituted auwthorities and
Legisiature of the State?” 'This question, thus distinctly
presented, was answered in debate by able Senators, among
whom were Mr. Benton and Mr. King. But there was one
person, who hassince enjoyed much public confidence, and
has left many memorials of an industrious career in the
Senate and in diplomatic life, Jarses Buchanan, who ren-
dered himself conspicuous by the ability and ardor with
which, against all assaults, he upheld the cause of the popu-
lar Convention, which was so strongly denounced, and the
entire conformity of its proceedings with the genius of
American Institutions, His sweeches on that occasion
contain an unanswerable argument, at all points, muluio
nomaine, for the immediate admission of Kansas under her
present Constitution : nor is there anything by which he is
now distinguished that wiil redound so truly to his fame—
if he only ceutinues true to them. But the question was
emphatically answered in the Senate by the final vote on
the passage of the Bill, where we find twenty-five yeas to
only ten nays. In the House of Represenmtatives, after
debate, the question was answered in the same way, by a
vote of one hundred ana forty-eight yeasto fifty-cight nays;
and among the yeas is again the name of Franklin Pierce,
a Representative from New Hampshire.

Thus, in that day, by such triumphant votes, did the
cause of Kansas prevail in the name of Michigan. A popu-
lar Convention—called absolutely without authority, and
containing delegates from a portion only of the population
—called, too, in opposition to constituted authorities, and
In derogation of another Convention assembled under the
forms of law—stiginatized as a caucus and a criminal
meeting, whose authors were liable to indictment, trial, an”
punishment—was, after ample debate, recognized by Cog
gress as valid, and Michigan now holds her place in th
Union, and her Senators sit on this floor by virtue of that
act. Sir, if Michigan is legitimate, Kansas cannot be illg
gitimate. You bastardize Michigan when vou refuse %
recognize Kansas.

Again, 1 say, do you require a precedent? I give it te
| you. DBut I will not stake this cause on any precedent. |
| plant it firmly on the fundamental principle of Americar
Institutions, so embodied in the Declaration of Independ
ence, by which Government is recognized as deriving it
| just powers only from the consent of the governed, whe
| may alter or abolish it when it becomes destructive of theil
rights. In the debate on the Nebraska Bill, at the over-
throw of the Prohibition of Slavery, the Declaraton of In-
dependence was denounced as a *“self-evident lie.” It igs
only by a similar audacity that the fundamental principle,
which sustains the proceedings in Kansas,can be assailed.
Nay, more; you must disown the Declaration of Independ-
ence, and adopt the Circular of the Holy Alliance, which
declares that ** useful and necessary changes in legislation
and in the administration of States ouglit only to emanate
from the free will and the intelligent and well-weighed con-
viction of those whom God has rendered responsible for
power.” Face to face, I put the Declaration of Inde-
pendence and the principle of the Holy Alliance, and bid
them grapple! *The one places the remedy in the hands
which feel the disorder; the other places the remedy in the
hands which cause the disorder:” and when I thus truth-
fully characterize them, 1 but adopt a sententious phrase
from the Debates in the Virginia Convention, on the adop-
tion of the Federal Const tution (:5 Elliot’s l)-'hutt's, 107 —
Mr, Corbin). And now these two principles, embodied in
| the rival propositions of the Senator from New York and
the Senator from Illinois must l.{!'cl.p])"‘ n this floor,

4 €d on either occasion, They kpnow nothing of the | T _ . s
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! Williamsburg, by the Governor, Lord Dunmore.”
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neld even whilst a legal Assembly existed. Witness the
Convention held in Richimond, in March, 1775 ; after which
period, the legal constitutional Assembly was convened in

¢ Yel a constitutional dependence on the British Govern-

' ment wwas mnever denied until the succeeding May.”
* kX

! Legislature of Vir
! pelled to assemble from a sense of common danger, consulting

¢“ The Convention, then, was not the ordinary
rinia. It was the body of the people, im-

for the common good, and acting in all things for the common
safety.”— Virginia Cases, 10, (1, Aamper vs. llawckins.

Listen alsc to the language of Jame3s Madison :

¢ That in all great changes of established government,

i forms ought to give way to substance; that a rigid adher-
i ence in such case3 to the forms would render nominal and

nugatory the transcendent ard precious right of the people

t ¢ to abolish or alter their Government, as to them shall seem

most likely to eftect their safety and happiness.?”? * % %

| ¢“ Nor can it have been forgotten that no little ill-timed
- scruples, no zeal jor adhering to ordinary forms, were

amywlz,ere seen, except in those who acished to ndulge

i wunder these masks their sscret enmity to the substunce
| contended for'—The Federalist, No. 40.

Proceedings, thus sustained, I am unwilling to call revo-
Lutionary, although this term has the sanction of the Senator
fron New York. They are founded on an unquestionable
American right, declared with Independence, confirmed by
the blood cf the fathers, and expounded by patriots, which
cannot be imipeached without iinpairing the liberties of all.
On this head the language of Mr. Buchanan, in reply to
Mr. Calhoun, is explicit :

““ Does the Senator [Mr. Calhoun] contend, then, that if,
in one of the States of this Union, the Government be so
organized as to utieriy destroy the right of equal represen-
$ation, there is no mode of obtaining redress, but by an act
of the Legislature authorizing a Convention, or by open re-
bellion? Must the people step at once from oppression to
open war? Must it be either absolute submission or abso-
Jute revolution? Js there no middle coursef 1 cannot
agree with the Senator.
Government establishes the principle that the people are
sovereign, and that a majority of them can alter or change
their fundamental laws at
eit/ier rebellion or revolution.

Neagnre,

I say that the whole history of our

' I now stand at the goal.

cise of this power. Do not hearken, I pray you, to the
propositions of Tyranny and I'olly; do not be ensnared by
that other proposition of the Scnator from Illinois [Mr.
Douglas], in which is the horrid root of Injustice and Civid
War. DBut apply gladly, and at once, the True Remedy,
wlerein are Justice and Peace.

Mr. President, an immense space has heen traversed, and
The argument in its various part:
i$ here closed. The Crime against Kansas has been dis-
played in its origin and extent, beginning with the over-

' throw of the Prohibition of Slavery; next cropping out in

conspiracy on the borders of Missouri, then hardening into
a continuity of outrage, through organized invasions and

| miscellaneous assaults, in which all security was destroyed,

Ideny thal this is|
It is an essential and a re- |

cognized principle in all our forms of goverument.”—(Con. |

gress Deb., vol. 13, p. 513, 24th Cong., 2d Session.

Surely, sir, if ever there was occasion for the exercise of |

this right, the time has come in Kansas. The people there

had been subjugated by 2 horde of foreign invaders, and |

brought under a tyrannical code of revolting barbarity,

while property and life among them were left exposed to |

audacious assaults which flaunted at noon-day, and to rep-
tile abuses which crawled in the darkness of nignt. Self-
defense iz the first law of nature; and unless this law is
temporarily silenced—as all other law has been silenced
there—you cannot condemn the piroceedings in Kansas.
Here, siv, is an unquestionable authority —in itself an
overwhelming law—which belongs to countries and times
—which is the same in lkansas as at Athens and Rome—
which is now, and will be hereafter, as it was in other
days—in presence of which Acts of Congress and Con-
gtitutions are powerless, as the voice of man against the
thunder which rolls through the sky—which whispers itself
coeval with life—whose very breath is life itself; and now,
in the last resort, do I place all these proceedings under this
supreme safeguard, which you will assail in vain. Any op-
position must be founded on a fundamental perversion of
facts, or a perversion of fundamental principles, which no
speeches can uphold, though surpassing in numbers the
nine hundred thousand piles driven into the mud in orderto
sustain the Dutch Stadt-House at Amsterdam!

Thus, on every ground of precedent, whether as regards
population or forms of proceedings; also on tiie vital prin-
ciple of American institutions; and, lastly, on the absolute
law of self-defense, do I now invoke the power of Congress
to admit Kansas at once and without hesitation into the
Union. ‘ New States may be admitted by the Congress into
the Union;” such are the words of the Constitution. If you
hesitate for want of precedent, then do I appeal to the great
principle of American Institutions. If, forgetting the origin
of the Republic, you turn away from this principle, then, in
the name of human nature, trampled down and eppressed,
but aroused to a just self-defense, do I plead for the exer-

SAagititum sine te.

and ending at last in the perfect subjugation of a generous
people to an unprecedented Usurpation. Turning aghast
from the crime, which, like murder, seemed to confess itself
¢ with most miraculous organ,” we have looked with min-
gled shame and indignation upon the four Apologies,
whether of Tyranny, Imbecility, Absurdity, or Infamy, in
which it has been wrapped, marking especially the false
testitnony, congenial with the original Crime, against the
Emigrant Aid Company.
the four Remnedies, whether of Tyranny—Folly—Injustice
and Civil War—or Justice and Peace, wiich last bids Kan-
gas, in conformity with past precedents and under the exi-
gencies of the hour, in order to redeem her from Usurpation
to take a place as a sovereign State of the Union; and this
is the True Remedy. Ifin this argumentI have not.unwor-
thily vindicated Truth, then have I spoken according to-my
desires ; if imperfectly, then only according to my powers.
But there are other things, not belonging to the arguuient,
which still press for utterance.

Sir, the people of Kansas, bone of your bone, and flesh of
your flesh, with the education of freemen and the rights of
American citizens, aow stand at your door. Yill you send
them away . oid them enter? Will you push them back to
renew their struzgles with a deadly foe, or will you preserve
them iu security and peace? Will you cast them again mto
the den of 1'yranny, or will you lhelp their despairing cfforts
to escape. These questions I put with no common solicitude,
for I feel that on their just determination depend all the

'most precious interests of the Republic; and I perceive too

clearly the prejudices in the way, and the accumulating
bitterness against this distant people, now claiining their
simple birthright, while I am bowed with mortification, as I

| recognize the President of the United States, who should

have been a staff to the weak and a shield to the 1nnocent,
at the head of this strange oppression.

At every stage, the similitude between the wrongs of
IKansas, and those other wrongs against which our fathers
rose, becomes more apparent. Read the Declaration of In-
dependence, and there is hardly an accusation which is
there directed against the British Monarch, which may not
now be directed with increased force against the American
President. The parallel has a fearful particularity. Our
fathers complained that the King had **sent hither swarms
of officers, to harass our people, and eat out their sub-
stance:” that he *had combined, with others, to subject us
to a jurisdiction foreign to our Constitution, qiving his
afsent to their acts of pretended legislation ;™ that ** e
had.abdicated government here, by declaring us out of his
protection, and waging wdr against us; " that ‘“ he had
excited domestic insurrection among us, and endéavored lo
bring on the tnhabitants of our frontier the merciléss
savages ’’ that * our repeated petitions have been atiswered
only by repeated injury.” And this arraignment was aptly
followed by the dammning words, that ‘‘ a Prince, whose cha-
racter is thus marked by every act which may define a
tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free pepple." And
surely, a President who has done all these things, cannot
be less unfit than a Prince. At every stage, the responsibi-
lity is brought directly to him. His offence has been both
of cominission and omission. He has done that which ao
ought not to have done, and he has left undone that whick
he ought to have done. By his activity the Prohibition of
Slavery was overturned. By his failure to act, the honest

 emigrants in Kansas have been left a prey to wrong of all

agitiwm extitit, nisi per ie; nuilwm
And now he stands forth the most con-
spicuous enemy of that unhappy T(::rrit.ory. |

As the tyranny of the British King is all 1'e.nex?'qd in the
President, so on this floor have the old indignities been
renewed, which embittered and fomented the troubles of our
Fathers. The early petition of the American Congress to

Parliament, long before any suggestion of independence,

kinds. Nuwllum [fl

Then were noted, in succession,
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was opposed—like

the petitions of Iar

body ** was ass led without any requisition on the part
of the Supreme Power.” Another petition from New York,
present y Edmund Burke, was
rights de ry to Parliament. And still another petition
4
L

sas—hecause that

froip Massachusetts B'*)' was dismissed as ** vrx_a.t:' nd

wndal ? while the patriot philosopher who bhore it was
exp 1 to peculiar contumely. Throughout the debates,

1ers were made the butt of sorry jests and supercili-
assumptions. And now these scenes, with these precise

&

1 , have been renewed in the American Serate.

regret, I come again upon the Senator from South

ina [Mr. BuTLeRr], who, omnipresent in this debate,
verflowed with rage at the simple suggestion that Kansas
pplied for admission as a State; and, with incoherent
s, discharged the loose expectoration of Lis speech,
upon her representative, and then upon her people.
e was no extravagance of the ancient Parliamentary
te wihich he did not repeat; nor wus there any possible
t make, with so muc]

e )
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L truth whieh he did n
n, I am glad to add, as to save him from the suspi-
intentional aberration. But the Senator touches

v
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e, sometimes of fact. He shows an incapacity of
'y, whether in stating the Constitution or in stating
, whether in the details of statistics or the diversions
arship. He cannot ope his. mouth, but out there

5 a nder. Surely he ought to be familiar with the life

Franklin; and yet lie referred to his household character,

e acting as agent of our fathers in England, as above

picion: and this was done that he might give point to a

false contrast with the agent of Kansas—not knowing that,
ver. they may differ in genius and fame, in this expe-

y are alike: that Franklin, when intrusted with
of Massachusetts Bay, was assaulted by a foul-

“ L

petitio
denounced as a ** thief,” even as the agent of Kansas
been assaulted on this floor, and denounced as a
» And let not the vanity of the Senator be inspired
by the parallel with the British statesmen of that day; for
| ly in hostility to Freedom that any parallel can be
nized.
Bt it 1s against the people of Kansas that the sensibilities
thhe Senator are particularly aroused. Coming, as he
S, ““from a State”—ay, sir, from South Carolina—
turns with lordly disgust from this newly-formed commu-
y, which he will not recognize even as ** a body-politic.”
1y , Dy what title does he indulge in this egotism ¢
1 the history of ¢ the State > which he represents?
rely have forgotten its shameful imbecility from
niessed throughout’the revolution, followed by
Ehameful assumnptions for Slavery since. He can-
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liave forgotten its wrctched persistence in the slave |

LS Lhie very apple of it

: tion in the Union. He not hav

L tut which i8 republican only in
n the hands of the few. and foun
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eye, and the condition of its
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negroes.™  And yet the Senator, to whom that ** State » has
jpart cominitted ti gudaralanslip ol 1ts good name, -
d of ving, with backward treading steps, to cover its
rushies forward in the very ecsta madness,
expose It by provoking a comparison Kansas,
. th ( oling 18 old l&il.l dasS 1B }--- o)y 0 'l Carol !
( # Dy centuries, where Kansas counts by years, Dut a
¢ 1pl iay be bornin a d d ) wvnd 1y ture to |
| VO cenurlies of the ¢ " ¢ty o
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flatly rejected, as claiming

r which he does not disfigure—with error, sometimes |

1 epeaker, where he could not be heard in defense, |

forgotten its |
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by the example of Kansas, in its valiant struggle against
oppression, and in the development of a new science of emi-
gration. Already in Lawrence alone there are newspapers
and schools, including a High Scliool, and throughout this
| infant. Territory there is more mature scholarship far, in
proportion to its inhabitants, than in all South Carolina.
| Ah, sir, I tell the Senator that Kansas, welcomed as a fres
| State, will be a ‘“ministering angel’” to the Republic, when
South Carolina, in the cloak of dariness which shie hugs,
¢ lies howling.”

The Senator from Illinois [Mr. DovcLAS], naturally joins
the Senator from South Carolina in this warfare, and gives
1o it the superior intensity of his nature. Ile thinks that
| the National Government has not completely proved
power, as it has never hanged a traitor; but, if the occasion
requires, he hopes there will be no hesitation; and thig
threat is directed at Kansas, and even at the friends of
' Kansas throughout the country. Again occurs the parallel

with the struggles of our Fathers, and I borrow the lan-
| guage of Patrick Henry, when, to the cry from the Senator,
| of * treason,” ‘¢ treason,’ I reply, ¢ if this be treason, make
| the most of it.”” Sir, it is easy to call names; but I beg to
| tell the Senator that if the word * traitor ?’ is in any way
applicable to these who refuse submission to a tyrannical
| Usurpation, whether in Kansas or elsewhere, then must
' some new word, of deeper color, be invented, to designate
*|thns'=, mad spirits who would endanger and degrade the
| Republic, while they betray all the cherished sentiments of
'the Fathers and the spirit of the Constitution, in order to
give new spread to slavery. Let the Senator proceed. It
will not be the first time in history, that a scaffold erected
for punishment has become a pedestal of honor. Out of
death comes life, and the ¢ traitor’ whom he blindly
executes will live immortal in the cause.
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¢ For Humanity sweeps onward ; where to-day the martyr
stands,

' On the morrow crouches Judas, with the silver in his
hands ;

| While the hooting mob of yesterday in silent awe return,
| To glean up the scattered ashes into History’s golden urn.”

Among these hostile Senators, there is yet another, with
all the prejudices of the Senator from South Carolina, but
without his generous impulses, who, on account of his
character before the country, and the rancor of his opposi-
tion, deserves to be named. I mean the Senator from Vir-

| zinia, [Mr. Masox] who, as the author of the Fugitive
Slave Bill, has aseociated himself with a special act of
nhumanity and tyranny. Of him I shall say little, for he
has said little in this debate, though within that little was
compressed the bitterness of a life absorbed in the support
of Slavery. lHe holds the commission of Virginia; but he
does not represent that early Virginia, so dear to our
hearts, which gave to us the pen of JeFerson, by which the
equality of men was declared, and the sword of Washing-
ton, by which Independence was secured; but he repre-
| sents (hat other Virginia, from which Washington ana
‘J.-u’c’-rsnn now avert their faces, where human beings ave
bred as cattle for the shambles, and where a dungeon
' rewards the pious matron who teaches little children to
| relieve their bondage by reading the Book of Life. It is
proper that such a Senator, representing such a State,
should rail against free Kansas.

But this is notall. The precedent is still more clinching.
Thus far I have followed exclusively the public. documents
laid before Congress, and illustrated by the debates of that
body ;: but well-authenticated facts, not of record here
make the case stronger still. It is sometimes said that the

proceedings in Kansas are defective, because they oririne-
ated in a party. This I8 not true ; but even if it were wru
i then would thuy still ind support 1 the examp f Michi
gan, where all the proceedings, stretching through s -
1i Ve years, be gan and ended in J ty. Th proj ] Sta
| Government was pressed by the Democerats a pUri
| testy all who did not embark in it w | weed., Of tl
Legiglative Council, which called the first Const |
| ¢ onvention in 1830, all were Denocrats; and in the Cone

1

venton tself, composed of eighty-seven wmembers, only
seven were Whigs., The Convention of 1836, which rave
the finul asgend, originated in a Democratic Convention on
he 2Yth October, in the county of Wayne, composcd of one
hundred and twenty-four delegates, all Dcewocrats, who
',-l‘---‘.ﬂ:dl d Lo resolve

| ' That the delegates of the Democratic party of Wayne,




olemnly impressed with the spreading evils and dangers
vhich a refusal to go into the Union has brought upon the
eople of Michigan, earnestly recommend meetings to be
mmediately convened by their fellow-citizens in every
ounty of the State, with a view to the expression of their
entiments in favor of the election and call of another Con-
‘ention, in time to secure our admission into the Union be
ore the first of January next.”

Shortly afterwards, a committee of five, appointed by
his Convention, all leading Democrats, issued a circular,
‘under the authority of the delegates of the county of
Yayne,” recommending that the voters throughout Michi-
'an should meet and elect delegates to a Convention to
ive the necessary assent to the Act of Congress. In pur-
nance of this call, the Convention met; and, as it origin-
ted in an exclusively party recommendation, 8o it was of
.0 exclusively party character.

{iscussion in both bodies, in solemn votes, approved.

. But the precedent of Michigan has another feature, which
3 entitled to the gravest attention, especially at this
aoment, when citizens engaged in the effort to establish a
itate Government in Kansas are openly arrested on the
tharge of treason, and we are startled by tidings of the
naddest efforts to press this procedure of prepostierous
'yranny. No such madness prevailed under Andrew
iackson ; although, during the long pendency of the Michi-
ran proceedings, for more than fourteen months, the
cerritorial Government was entirely ousted, and the State
fovernment organized in all its departments. One hun-
Ired and thirty different legislative acts were passed, pro-
riding for elections, imposing taxes, erecting corporations,
iDd establishing courts of justice; including a Supreme
sourt and a Court of Chancery. All process was issued in
he name of the people of the State of Michigan. And yet
10 attempt was made to question the legal validity of these
iroceedings, whether legislative or judicial. Least of all
lid any menial Governor, dressed in a little brief authority
lay the fantastic tricks which we now witness in Kansas ;
10r did any person, wearing the robes of justice, shock high
dcaven with the mockery of injustice now enacted by
'missaries of the President in that Territory. No, sir:
10thing of this kind then occurred. Andrew Jackson was
2resident.

Senators such as these are the natural enemies of Kansas,
Bind I introduce them with reluctance, simply that the
sountry may understand the character of the hostility
vhich must be overcome. Arrayed with them, of course,
are all who unite, cinder any pretext or apology, in the pro-
ragandism of Human Slavery. To such, indeed, the time-
nonored safeguards of popular rights can be a name only,
and nothing more. VWhat are trial by jury, habeas corpus,
the ballot-box, the right of petition, the liberty of Kansas,
gour liberty, sir, or mine, to one who lends himself, not
merely to the support at home, but to the propagandism
abroad, of that preposterous wrong, which denies even the
right of a man to himself? Such a cause can be main-
tained only by a practical subversion of all rights. It is,
therefore, merely according to reason that its partizans
3hould uphold the Usurpation in Kansas.

To overthrow this Usurpation is now the special, impor-
tunate duty of Congress, admitting of no hesitation or post-
ponement. To this end it must lift itself from tbe cabals of
candidates, the machinations of party, and the low level of
wulgar strife, It must turn from that Slave Oligarchy
which now controls the Republic, and refuse to be its tool.
Let its power be stretched forth towards this distant Terri-

the weak, but the subversion of the tyrannical ; not for the
prop and maintenance of a revolting Usurpation, but for
the confirmation of Liberty.

‘¢ These are imperial arts, and worthy thee [”

Let it now take its stand between the living and dead, and

the interests of Slavery did not oppose, all this it would do
‘@t once, in reverent regard for justice, iaw, and order,
driving far away all the alarms of war ; nor would it dare
to brave the shame and punishment of this Great Refusal.
‘But the Slave Power dares anything; and it can be con-
i quered only by the united masses of the People. Ifrom
congress to the People, I appeal.

Already DPublic Opinion gathers unwonted forces to

And it was the action of|
his Convention that was submitted to Congress, and, after |

H

tory, not to bind, but to unbind ; not for the oppression of |

scourge the aggressors. In the press, in daily conversation,

cause this plague to be stayed. All this it can do; and if |
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wherever two or three are gathered together, there the in-
dignant utterance finds vent. And trade, by unerring in-
dicatlons, attests the growing energy. Public credit in
Missouri droops. The six per cents. of that State, which at
par should be 102, have sunk to 84% —thus at once com-
pleting the evidence of Crime, and attesting its punishment.
Business is now turning from the Assassins and Thugs, that
Infest the Missouri River, on the way to Kansas, to seek
some safer avenue. And this, though not unimportant in
itself, is typical of greater changes. The political credit of
the men who uphold the Usurpation, droops even more tham
the stocks; and the people are turning from all those
through whom the Assassins and Thugs have derived their
disgraceful immunity.

It was said of old, ¢ Cursed be he that removeth his neigh-
bor’s Landmark. And all the people shall say, Amen.”’—
(Deut. xxvil., 17.) Cursed, it is said, in the city and in the
field ; cursed in basket and store; cursed when thou comest
in, and cursed when thou goest out. These are terrible im-
precations; but if ever any Landmark was sacred, it was
that by which an immense territory was guarded jorever
against Slavery; and if ever such imprecations could

Justly descend upon any one, they must descend now upon

all wwvho, not content with the removal of this sacred Land-
mark, have since, with criminal complicity, fostered the
incursions of the great Wrong against which it was intended
to guard. But I utter no imprecations. These are not my
words; nor is it my part to add or subtract from themn.
But thanks be to God ! they find a response in the hearts of
an aroused People, making ‘them turn from every man.
whether President or Senator, or Representative, who hag
been engaged in this Crime—especially frem those who,
cradled in free institutions, are without the apology of edu-
cation or social prejudice—until of all such those other
words of the prophet shall be fulfilled—*‘‘ I will set my faq

against that man, and make him a sign and a proverb, an

I will cut him off from the midst of my people.”’—(Kzekiy

Xiv., 8.) Turning thus from the authors of this Crime, tly-
People will unite once more with their Fathers of the Repub

lic, in a just condemnation of Slavery—determined esp«

cially that it shall find no home in the National Territoria-
—while the Slave Power, in which the Crime had its begin

ning, and by which it i8 now sustained, will be swept ints
the catalogue of departed Tyrannies.

In this contest, Kansas bravely stands forth—the stripling
leader, clad in the panoply of American institutions. I
calmly meeting and adopting a frame of Government, he
people have with intuitive premptitude performed the duties
of freemen; and when I consider the difficulties by which
she was beset, I find dignity in her attitude. In offering
herself for admission into the Union as a FREE STATE, she
presents a single issue for the people to decide. And since
the Slave Power now stakes on this issue all its ill-gotten
supremacy, the Feople, while vindicating Kansas, will at
the same time overthrow this Tyranny. Thus does the
contest which she now begins, involve not only Liberty for
herself, but for the whole country. God be praised, that
she did not bend ignobly beneath the yoke! Far away on
the prairies, she is now battling for the Liberty of all,
against the President, who misrepresents all. Everywhere
among those who are not insensible to Right, the generous
struggle meets a generous response. IFrom innumerable
throBbing hearts go forth the very words of encouragement
which, in the sorrowful days of our Fathers, were sent by
Yirginia, speaking by the pen of Richard Henry l.ee, to
Massachusetts, in the person of her popular tribune, Samuel
Adams:

-

“ CHANTILLY (VA.), June 23d, 11574-

“I hope the good people of Poston will not lose their
spirits under their present heavy oppression, for they will
certainly be supported by the other Colonies; and the cause
for which they suffer is so glorious and so deeply interesting
to the present and future generations, that all America will
owe, in a great measure, their political salvation to the pre-
sent virtue of Massachusetts Bay.”—American Archives,
4th series, vol. 1, p. 446.

In all this sympathy there is strength. But in the cause
itself there is angelie power. Unseen of men, the great
spirits of Ilistory combat by the side of the people of IKkan-
sas, breathing a divine eourage. Above all towers the ma-
jestic form of Washington once more, as on the bloody field,
bidding them to remember those rights of Human Nature
for which the War of Independence was waged. Such a
cause, thus sustained, is invincible.
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The contest which, beginning in Kansas,|sent forth in vain against outrage of every kind.
has reached us, will soon be transferred from|

Congress to a broader stage, where every
citizen will be not only spectator, but actor;
and to their judgment I confidently appeal.

To the People, now on the eve of exercising|

the electoral franchise, in choosing a Chief
Magistrate of the Republic, I appeal, to vindi-
cate the electoral franchise in Kansas. Let
the ballot-box of the Union, with multitudinous
might, protect the ballot-box in that Territory.
Let the voters everywhere, while rejoicing in
their own rights, help to guard the equal
rights of distant fellow-citizens; that the
shrines of popular institutions, now desecrated,
may be sanctified anew; that the ballot-box,
now plundered, may berestored ; and that the

cry, **1 am an American citizen,” may not be
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In just regard for free labor in that Territory,
which it is sought to blast by unwelcome
assoclation with slave labor; in Christian syin-
pathy with the slave, whom it is proposed tc
task and sell there; in stern condemnation of
the Crime which has been consummated on
that beautiful soil; in rescue of fellow-citizens,
now subjugated to a tyrannical Usurpation; in
dutiful respect for the early Fathers, whose
Inspirations are now ignobly thwarted ; in the
name of the Counstitution, which has been out-
raged—of the Laws trampled down—of Justice
banished—of Humanity degraded—of Peace
destroyed—of Freedom crushed to earth; and
in the name of the Heavenly Father, whosa]
service 1s perfect Freedom, I make this last
appeal.

CHAPTER CLIL—-SLAVES.
An Act to pumish offenses against Slave Property.

Be it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Assemlla |
of tle Territory of Kunsas, as follows:

SECTION 1.—That every person, bond or free. who shall be
convicted of actually raising a rebellion or insurrection ot
Blaves, free negroes, or mulattoes, in this Territory, shall
suffer death- |

Sec. 2. Every free person who shall aid or assist in any
rebellion or insurrection of slaves, free negroes, or mulat- |
toes, or shall furnish arms, or do any overt act in further- |
ance of such rebellion or insurrection, shall suffer death.

Skc. 3. If any free person shall, by speaking, writing, or
printing, advise, persuade, or induce any slaves to rebel,
conspire against or murder any citizen of this Territory, or
shall bring into print, write, publish, or circulate, or cause
to be brought into, printed, written, published, or circulated,
or shall knowingly aid or assist in the bringing into, print-
ing, writing, publishing, or circulating, in this Territory,
any book, paper, magazine, pamphlet, or circular, for the
purpose of exciting insurrection, rebellion, revolt, or con-
gpiracy on the part of the slaves, free negroes, or mulattoes,
against the citizens of the Territory or any part of them,
such person shall be guilty of felony, and suffer death.

Bec. 4. If any person shall entice, decoy, or carry away
out of this Territory any slave belonging to another, with |
intent to deprive the owner thereof of the services of such |
Blave, or with intent to effect or procure the frecdom of such |
glave, Lie shall be adjudged guiity of grand larceny, and, |
on conviction thereof, shall suffer death, or be imprisoned |
at hard laubor for not less than ten ycears, |

8rc. b. If any person shall aid or assist in enticing, de-‘

Coying, or persuading, or carrying away, or Bt':!h“hg out of
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| master or owner, whether such slave shall have escaped

guilty of felony, and punished by imprisonment at hard
labor for a term of not less than five years.

SEC, 8. If any person in this Territory shall aid or assist,
harbof or conceal any slave who has escaped from the ser-
vice of his master or owner, in another State or Territory,
such person shall be punished in like manner as if such
slave had escaped from the service of his master or owner
in this Territory.

SEC. 9. If any person shall resist any officer while at-
tempting to arrest any slave that may have escaped from
the service of his master or owner, or shall rescue such
slave when in custody of any officer or other person, or shall
entice, persuade, aid or assist such slave to escape from the §
custody of any officer or other person who may have such
slave in custody, whether such slave have escaped from
the service of his master or owner in this Territory, or in
any other State or Territory, the person so offending shall
be guilty of felony, and punished by imprisonment at hard
lubor for a term of not less than two years.

SEC. 10. If any marshal, sheritf, or constable, or the
deputy of any such officer, shall, when required by any
person, refuse to aid or assist in the arrest and capture of
any slave that may have escaped from the service of his

fromn his master or owner in this 1erritory, or any State or
other Territory, such officer shall be fined in a sum of not
less than one huundred nor more than five hundred dollars,
SEC. 11, If any person print, write, introduce into, pub-
lish or circulate, or cause to be brought into, printed, writ-
ten, published or circulated, or shall knowingly iaid or assist
in bringing into, printing, publishing or circulating within
this Territory, any book, paper, pamphlet, magazine, hand-
bill or circular, containing any statements arguments, opl-
nions, sentiment, doctrine, advice or inue ndo, calculated to
produce a disorderly, dangerous or rebellious disatlfection
among the slaves in this Territory, or to induce such slaves
to escape from the service of their masters, or resist their
authority he shall be guilty of felony, and be punished by
less than five
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