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Thanksgiving Dinner
A humble home, a table spread,
Some butter, and enough of bread,
Potatoes and one kind of meat,
A coffee cake for something sweet.
Each head is bowed, the Father -prays,
" Dear God, we thank Thee for this day,
And that we have enough to eat,
And share with someone down the street."

Another home-the table's set,
Heavy with food on lace coverlet;
A host of relatives come in,
Begin the feast with hearty din.
There's turkey, pork, and beef galore;
Folks eat 'ti / there's scarce room for more.
0f pies and cakes, now choose your kind."
'Tl/ have some pumpkin!" "Apple's mine!"
0

The host and hostess were much praised,
But to the Giver no one raised
His voice a prayer of thanks to sayAnd they called that Thanksgiving Day!
This more or less does not define
The soul most thankfully inclined;
That soul who loves his God the more,
Finds something to be thankful for.
Elsie M. Koglin
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I would like to be counted faithful
By that Name above every Name.
I'd count it greater treasure
Than riches and honor and fame.
For faithfulness is required of stewards
And those· who unfaithful are found,
Will be scoffed by men and angels
When reckoning is made of their "pound."
But, oh, to hear our Master
Saying, "Faithful thou hast been.
To the mansion I have prepared thee
My dear child, enter thou in ."
8./. Jennings
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GIVING THANKS:

What the Bible Says
What can be said about Thanksgiving that has
not been said already? Most of us know the
history of it and why the United States celebrates
it. It was a day set aside by our forefathers to
thank Cod for their prosperity in the New World.
It was not a holiday commanded by Cod, but we
are commanded to thank Him . Perhaps the best
way to discu-ss Tliant<s·givirig is to take a look-at
some verses that teach us about being thankful.
Paul, in his letter to the various churches,
often expresses his thankfulness for the people's
growth . In I Thessalonians 3:9 he was thankful
for the joy that the Thessalonians brought to him
because of their strength . In I Corinthians 1 :45 he
was thankful for the grace that was given to the
people so that they were enriched in speech and
knowledge. In I Corinthians 15:57 Paul was
thankful for the Christian's victory over sin and
death. These verses reveal an important aspect of
Thanksgiving. We are to be thankful for the
growth and strength of our brothers and sisters in
Christ and for their continued refinement. We
are also to be thankful for the blessings of being
Christians, such as victory over the flesh and gifts
with which to serve others.
Another aspect of giving thanks has to do with
praying. In Philippians 4:6 Paul exhorts the
people to tell Cod their requests with
thanksgiving. In Colossians 4:2 he tells the
Colossians to continue in prayer and to do it with
thanksgiving . When we come before the Lord to

make a request of Him, we should at the same
time thank Him, knowing that He will provide all
our needs. We have the assurance that when we
have a petition, Cod will take care of it rightly
even though it may not be the way we want Him
to answer.
The peace we have in knowing that He
provides ought to caus-e us to thank Him even
before the answer to our request is made known
to US.
We cannot ignore that part of thanksgiving
that has to do with thanking Cod for who he is.
This thanksgiving ought to always be on our
minds. In Psalm 95:2,3 David encourages us to
come into Cod's presence with thanksgiving
because Cod is a great Cod and King . In Psalm
26:7 David tells us he is going to speak with
thanksgiving and tell of Cod's wondrous works.
In Revelation 4 we are told how the four living
creatures are going to thank Cod for being
eternal and almighty. As these give thanks to
Cod, so ought we to thank Him for who He is.
We ought to meditate on His attributes, thanking
Him for His greatness, might, and works. We
ought to say with Isaiah : "O Lord, Thou art my
Cod; I will exalt thee. I will praise thy name; for
Thou hast done wonderful things; The counsels
of old are faithfulness and truth."
At this Thanksgiving let us be thankful unto
Cod for each other, for His care, and for who He
is.

by
Dr. James T. Jeremiah

THY WORD IS A LAMP UNTO MY FEET, AND A LIGHT UNTO MY PATH.

The sole survivor of a shipwreck was cast upon
an uninhabited island. After a while he managed
to build a crude hut in which he placed his "little
all" that he had saved from the sinking ship. He
prayed to Cod for deliverance, and anxiously
scanned the horizon each day to hail any ship
that might chance to pass by. One day upon
returning from a hunt for food, he was horrified
to find that his hut was in flames. All that he had
was gone! To his limited vision, it was the worst
that could happen; thus, he began to question
God. Yet, the very next day a ship arrived. "We
saw your smoke signal," the captain said.
As we consider some of the wonderful things
Cod does for His people, we are amazed at the
marvels of answered prayer. Sometimes, He
answers by "smoke signals" that at first seem to
us to be disastrous. He answers prayer and brings
deliverance out of it all.
How often we have rested on the promises of
Philippians 4:19, "But my Cod shall supply all
your need according to his riches in glory by
Christ Jesus." There is great encouragement
found in this verse as we consider how D.L.
Moody outlined it.
"My Cod" -name of the firm on the check
"Shall Supply" -promise to pay
"All your need" -amount
"His riches" -deposit in the account
"In glory" -address of the bank
"By Christ Jesus" -the signature on the check
Praise the Lord; we are no longer bankrupt.
Praise Him for His grace. We have been made
"heirs of Cod and joint heirs with Christ."

Since we are heirs of Cod, we are in a position
to ask of Him and expect to receive from Him .
"And this is the confidence that we have in Him,
that, if we ask anything according to his will, he
heareth us; And if we know that he hears us,
whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the
petitions that we desired of him" (I John 5:14, 15).
"And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him,
because we keep his commandments, and do
those things that are pleasing in his sight" (I John
3:22).
"If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you,
ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done
unto you" (John 15:7).
For the children of Cod, prayer is asking and
receiving. Too often, we have not because we
ask not. Our heavenly Father is rich and has
promised to supply all our needs.
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THANKSGIVING
Trusting Cod as Saviour, we can be thankful
for the following:
T ransforming power-Psalm 40:2
H is holiness-Revelation 4:8b
A present salvation-Romans 10:9, 10; Colossians
1:12-13
N ew life-I I Corinthians 5:17
K eeping power-John 10:28
S hefter from the stormy blast-Psalm 5·1:3
C ift of His Son-I I Corinthians 9:15
I nner peace-John 14:27
V ictory-I Corinthians 15:57
I nheritance-Colossians 1 :12
N earness for the alien-Ephesians 2:13
C od's goodness-I Chronicles 16:34
Our thanks to Cod who keeps on giving.
SAYI NC THANKS ... One of the most pitiful,
obnoxious individuals in the world is the person
for whom much has been done and who now
believes he has it all coming to him. He feels that
all he has to do is snap his fingers and he is
entitled to an immediate grant of his every wish.
The Psalmist inquires, "What shall I render to the
Lord for all His benefits toward me?" Then he
replies in verse 17, "I will offer to thee the
sacrifice of thanksgiving." How long has it been
since you said, "Bless you, Lord-You have done it
again!, How can I thank you for such provisions?
-health, friends, food, work, family, country,
church, Scripture, and much, much more.
Make your own list today and offer Him the
sacrifice of THANKSGIVING.
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Iva Arnold is a senior servant who resides in
Plainfield, Indiana. She lives atone and enjoys

collecting salt and pepper shakers. She has
served the Lord faithfully for over sixty years and
is an active member of Calvary Baptist Church in
Plainfield.
Mrs. Arnold was born in 1897 in Scottsburg, a
small town in southern Indiana. At the age of
eleven, she moved to Indianapolis. When she
turned fourteen she went to work at a factory
making burlap sacks. Then in 1916 at the age of
nineteen Mrs. Arnold was married. Her husband
and she had four children, two boys and two
girls. Her husband died August 5, 1931. She
stayed a widow for eleven years and then
remarried in 1942. They were married for twenty
years before he died on February 19, 1962. Her
husband worked at Indiana Bell and after he died
she worked at the same company until she
eventually retired.
Mrs. Arnold has gone to church all her life, but
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Noteworthy

she wasn't saved until she was twenty-two years

written by
Martin Rinkart
Martin Rinkart was a pastor in Eilenburg,
Westphalia. Because of his amiable disposition
he was often sought after to iron out the troubles
of his flock, and due to his willingness to help, he
made many friends.
Pastor Rinkart lived most of his life during the
Thirty Years War when overcrowding, disease,
and pestilence were prevalent. Being the only
clergy in town, he was usually quite busy with
visitation. Being the kind-hearted man that he
was, he gave much of his means to the needy.
One day when he was feeling especially

old. She was a member of Southport Baptist for

thankful for the food and shelter he had, when

thirty-eight years. She moved to Plainfield in
1968 and became a member of Calvary Baptist.
She was an active member at Southport. She was
first junior teacher for thirteen years, sang in the
choir, was a deacon's wife, served on a
quiltmaking committee for the missionaries, and
served as a helper in White Cross, a group that
made bandages and sent them to missionaries.
While a member at Calvary Baptist, Mrs. Arnold
has remained active. She goes on visitation and
is involved in missionary work.
Mrs. Arnold is a remarkable lady. At the age of
eighty-five, she is still serving the Lord faithfully.
She is at church every time the doors are open
and is an example and a leader at church. She is a
quiet lady, but she sets an example by actions
rather than -by words. She is an inspiration to
others and to me.

other people had so little, he wrote these two
verses:
Now thank we all our God,
With hearts, and hands, and voices,
Who wondrous things hath done,
In whom His world rejoices:
Who from our mother's arms
Hath blessed us on our way
With countless gifts of love,
And still is ours today.
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Oh, may this bounteous God,
Through all our I ife be near us,
With every joyful hearts
And blessed peace to cheer us,
And keep us in His grace,
To guide us when perplexed,
And free us from all ills
In this world and the next.
He later added a third verse as a doxology
before the hymn was published in 1636.
"I will praise the name of God with a song, and
will magnify him with thanksgiving" (Psalm
69:30).

Thanksgiving
When I think of Thanksgiving my mind
automatically calls to mind Faithfulness. Are we
not most thankful for the faithful things in life?
Think about it. Our families and close friends
can be counted on to be there through "thick
and thin." Then there are the faithful people we
take for granted such as our mail man,
newspaper deliverer, and even our pastor.
We take for granted so many things each day
that we should be thankful for. With colder
weather here, a dependable furnace is definitely
something to be thankful for. A warm bed and
warm clothes are also wonderful to possess.
Probably we most often take for granted the
faithfulness of God and His many provisions to
us. He provides so much for us that He would not
have to give. We have so many 'extras' each day
that add much color and excitement to an
otherwide dull, ordinary life.
I recently ran across a poem that expressed
this thought nicely:

GOD'S EXTRAS
God coutd have made the sun to rise without
such splendor in the skies;
He could have made the sun to set without a
glory greater yet.
He could have made the corn to grow without
the sunny, golden glow;
The fruit without those colors bright, so
pleasant to the taste and sight.
And caused the apple trees to bloom without
the scent that doth perfume

Those dainty blossoms, pink and white, that
fill our hearts with sheer delight.
He could have made the ocean roll without
such music for the soulThe mighty anthem, loud and strong-and birds
without their clear, sweet song.
The charm of kittens' dainty grace, The
dimples in a baby's faceAll these are "extras" from His hand, whose
love we cannot understand.
The God who fashioned flow'rs and trees,
delights to give us things that please.
And all His handiwork so fair His glory and His
love declare.
Yes, He who made the earth and skies gave
"extras" for our ears and eyes,
And while my heart with rapture sings, I thank
Him for the "extra" things.
Margaret K. Frazer

It is said that thanksgiving is a cure for
depression. With so many "extras" so graciously
given by our Creator, we should never experience
depression if thanksgiving is a faithful part of our
life.
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1. I will _ _ _ _ _ thee, 0 Lord, for thou
hast lifted me up ... Psalms 30: 1.
2. My
shall be of thee ...
Psalms 22: 25
4. Admonishing one another, in psalms and
hymns and spiritual _ _____ ... Colossians 3:16
7. _ __ _ _ in the Lord always, and
again I say rejoice. Philippians 4: 4.
8. Make a _ __ __ noise unto the Lord
all ye lands. Psalms 100:1
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2. Speaking to yourselves in _ _ _ __
and hymns and spiritual songs ...
Ephesians 5: 19.
3. With _ __ _ _ , let your requests be
made known unto God. Philippians 4:6.
5. I will _ _ _ _ _ the LORD at all
times ... Psalms 34:1.
6. I will ______ thy name forevermore ... Psalms 86: 12b.
9.

Oh, _ _ _ _ _ _ the

Lord

with

me ... Psalms 34:3.

Do All Religions Save?
Are There M any Roads to
Heaven?
Is Sincerity Sufficient?
Are We All the Children
Of God?
It may surprise you to discover that the Bible
answers a resounding "NO" to each of those
questions.
All religions do not save. Actually, there is not
even ONE religion that saves. Salvation is not
vested in a religious system . It is rather in a
person, and that person is Jesus Christ. In His
death He paid for our sins . In His resurrection,
His power to save was guaranteed .
There is only one road to heaven. Had there
been any possible way for Cod to provide
forgiveness and eternal life for us other than by
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the death of His Son, surely He would have done
it that way. But there wasn't. Jesus said, "I am the
way, the truth, and the life; no man cometh
unto the Father, but by me" (John 14:6).
Sincerity is usually commendable, but you
may be sincerely wrong. If you expect to go to
heaven because of your good works, or your
participation in religious ceremony, you have a
false hope. Faith alone can save-faith in Jesus
Christ who died for you. "Therefore, being
justified by faith, we have peace with Cod
through our Lord Jesus Christ" (Romans 5:1).
We are not all the children of Cod. At least not
in a spiritual sense. Jesus called the Pharisees
children of the devil, yet they were the most
religious men of His day. Man's spiritual
fellowship with Cod has been broken through
sin. It is only through personal acceptance of the
Lord Jesus Christ that we become Cod's children:
"But as many as received him, to them gave he
power to become the children of Cod, even to
them that believe on his name" (John 1:1).

Looking At God's Creation
by
Sharon Lahaie
It was mid-winter in the frozen wasteland of
the Antartic. The large group of emperor
penguins stood still, enduring the hostile
conditions. They huddled together in an effort to
conserve energy and warmth as the icy winds,
freezing temperatures, and darkness engulfed
them.
Only these birds could survive such
conditions. They were prepared. One-third of
their body weight was accounted for in fat and
their feathered coats allowed them to withstand
the frigid temperatures .
Not only were they faced with freezing
temperatures, but snow avalanches and ice
· breaks were a constant threat. Yet, in the midst
of all this, they stood. Why?
Nestled beneath these creatures were eggs.
Each male had sacrificed himself to this rigorous
weather for the life of its young. He set aside his
own personal needs and comfort to protect the
developing embryo inside the egg. He restricted
his activities and remained inactive for a
minimum of three and one half months while

surviving on his body fat, for if the egg should
roll away it would mean certain death!
During the brooding period of the chick, the
male continues to watch over and protect until
the mother returns from feeding at the sea. The
chick is fed from the parents' own resources until
it is large enough to fend for itself.
In this Thanksgiving season, my mind turns to
One who made the greatest sacrifice by dying for
us-Jesus Christ. Just as the penguin sacrificed
comfort and personal needs for its young, so
Christ sacrificed the glory and splendor of
heaven to become our Substitute. The male
penguin restricts his activities so as to protect the
egg through the incubation period. Christ also
restricted Himself by taking on the form of man .
He was obedient even unto death.
It is because of the sacrifice of the male
penguin that the young survive. So also it is
because of Christ's ultimate sacrifice of death on
the cross that we may live eternally. May each of
us bow before our loving Savior and with the
Psalmist say, "I will offer to Thee the sacrifice of
Thanksgiving" (Psalm 116:17).
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But whosoever drinketh of
the water that I shall give him
shall never thirst; but the water
that I shall give him shall be in
him a well of water springing up
into everlasting life.
John 4:14
Living Springs is a monthly publi cation for
senior citizens, publ ished by Christian
Educational Publications in association with
the
Chri stian
Service
Department
of
Cedarville College. For subscription or other
in formation write: Living Springs, Christian
Edu cat ion al Publications, Box 794, Cedarville,
OH 45314.
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