








OPINION

by
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alen -
tine’s
D a vy

is quickly ap-
proaching.
Maybe you've
been planning
for that day for
a long time, or maybe you forgot it was right
around the corner, and you have to rush to
get something planned. Or maybe it's a sad
time, a reminder of lost love and broken
hearts, and whenever you see a couple walk-
ing around with a bouquet of roses or a box
of chocolates or a giant teddy bear, you're
filled with loneliness. Or maybe you just
don’t care. Maybe Valentine’s Day is just the
14th day in February and nothing more.

God created us to love and be loved. So
if you're single and you feel like you’re miss-
ing something, don’t worry. Loneliness is a
natural response. God created Eve to be a
companion for Adam. That companionship
is something we desire deep down inside,
because God wired us that way.

If you're like me, you're getting to that
stage in life where many of your friends are
getting engaged and married. They look
like they've got it figured out. Meanwhile,
you're sitting in your room on a Friday night
watching “The Office.” It doesn’t help that
friends and family ask when you're going to
find someone, get married and have kids.

Some say if you don’t find your spouse
while you're at college, especially at a school
like Cedarville, then you’re doomed, and
you'll be single for the rest of your life.
That's completely false. It's true that Cedar-
ville is a good place to meet someone. You'll
probably never find another place this big
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with a higher concentration of Christians.
The chances of finding someone who loves
both the Lord and you are significantly bet-
ter here than in most places.

But it's not the end of the world if you
graduate without a serious relationship.
There are around 4,000 people in Cedar-
ville. There are billions of people outside
this town. Don'’t lose hope. The odds are
ever in your favor.

Besides, you're not at college to find a
husband or wife. At least, | hope you're not.
If you are, then you've basically enrolled
yourself in an inefficient and expensive
four-year dating service.

The sooner you get rid of that mindset,
the better. If you spend most of your time
looking for a spouse, then you'll have wast-
ed your higher education.

Miss (and mister) communication

The male and female minds are wired
so differently, and this can cause some con-
fusion. Because of this, | want to address
two problems I've seen just from observing
people at Cedarville.

Guys, if you're interested in a girl, don’t
try to act like someone else when you're
around her. Don’t put on a mask to make
yourself look better. Girls can see right
through that. Just be yourself. You want a
girl to fall in love with the real you, not some
facade that you've constructed.

And girls, if a guy expresses interest in
you but you don’t feel the same way, don’t
lie, don’t be vague and don’t avoid the ques-
tion. Like the Relient K song, just “Come
Right Out and Say It,” because “even if the
words are probably gonna hurt, I'd rather
have the truth than something insincere.”

Although the truth may hurt at first,
being vague and avoiding the question does
more damage in the long run. It also makes
things more awkward between you two.

Love is difficult

If you're a senior and you haven't
found the person you want to spend the
rest of your life with, don’t worry. If in the
next three months you jump into a serious
relationship when you’re not ready, you'll
drown, and you might pull others down
with you.

Don’t think that once you meet that
special someone, your life will be easy. If
anything, it will become more difficult. If
you're not ready to work hard, then you're
not ready for romance. It’s that simple.

A relationship is like a garden. You
need to water it and pull out the weeds for it
to grow. If you're not willing to do this — if
you neglect your duties — then it will never
bloom or bear fruit.

One of my favorite parts of “The Office”
is the blossoming friendship between Jim
and Pam. For much of the show, they have
a cute relationship, and it’s fun to watch it
grow. But at one point in the final season,
we see the two get into a huge argument. It’s
awkward and difficult to watch, but at the
same time, it is one of the truest portrayals
of romance that I've seen in the media.

In any romantic relationship, there are
going to be awkward moments, there will be
ugly conflicts, there will be times where you
wish you hadn’t gotten into a relationship.
It's not going to be a smooth road. It makes
sense, though — when you put two imper-
fect people together, you're bound to have
disagreements.

But if you want companionship, you
have to be ready to deal with all this un-
pleasantness.

Finding love in a hopeful place

There’s no step-by-step method to fall-
ing in love, no mathematical formula or a
strict set of rules to follow. If there were,
then we would see couples everywhere. And

no, although it may seem like it, Cedarville
is not overrun by awkward couples.

Love is a complicated creature. If you
rush it, you’ll end up hurting yourself and
those around you. But if you stand back and
wait for something to happen, it might pass
you by.

So how do you find love? For starters,
never underestimate the power of prayer.
We all know we should pray, but do we pray
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Missions Conference 2016

photos by Kari Barnhill

Top left: Josiah Kenniv (right) plays the keyboard during the Spring 2016 Missions Conference at
Cedarville, Jan. 12-14. The conference focused on “God’s heart for the nations.”

Top right: Rob Turner, director of the master of ministry program and associate Bible professor at
Cedarville, spoke at the evening session Jan. 13.

Bottom right: Best-selling author David Platt was the conference’s featured speaker. He spoke about
sharing the gospel with unreached people groups in the world.

Bottom left: Ministry and events coordinator Ashlynn Kelly leads the choir during a conference session.




