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the subject takes of God’s adherence and valuation of his 
own laws ; so in human governments the authority of the 
laws rests mainly upon the estimate the people see the 
government itself places upon the laws it enacts for their 
direction, manifested in the faithfulness of their execu­
tion. This is especially true of the great mass of men 
who habitually press to the utmost verge of impunity and 
are restrained from committing outrage upon the rights of 
others mainly by the sanctions of human laws. And 
however men may reason upon the theory of our own 
government, that public officers, or in other words, the 
active power of the government, are but the agents of 
the intelligent minds of the nation, still there are no 
minds so pure, so much in unison with the spirit of law, 
but that when they look to the enactments of their own 
agents, though their laws should be dipt from the statute 
book of the One Lawgiver, they feel something of the 
restraints of law, and something of the feeling of antag­
onism, which springs from hearts at variance in some 
degree with the spirit of the enactments, and in propor­
tion as they do they are capable of being injured by the 
example of their own agents. Because men may enact 
laws by themselves or agents, which are just and good, it 
by no means follows that they will either properly obey 
or execute them. Men make laws with their heads, but 
obey them with their hearts. Republicans make a gov­
ernment purporting to be the expression of their wisdom 
and justice ; the officers are elected as exponents of these, 
and their actions operate upon the people with a double 
influence, from the fact that they have chosen them as 
worthy, and they are apt to sanction and applaud what 
the government is in fact for what it ought to be. Il it 
disregards the obligation and value of law, law will sink 
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in the minds of the people. If it holds the integrity of 
the laws as the bond of its security, executing them with 
rigorous impartiality, the law will be magnified in the 
eyes of every citizen. The importance of this cannot be 
overestimated. A free government can loose anything 
better than the sanctity of law in the popular mind. It 
is the very frame of its being. The devastations of war, 
in the destruction of commerce, the interuptions of trade 
and agriculture, the desolation of towns and cities, may 
be repaired by the well directed energies of a law-abiding 
people. The taint of treason may be removed ; but let 
the authority of law be prostrated in the mind of a nation, 
and history points to but one remedy, but one hand with 
power to raise it up again, and that the tyrant's hand. 
Lawless power is the restorer of the power of law. 
Too low already has inefficient government brought the 
authority of law in the minds of our people. In many 
sections, the laws which are meant to protect reputation, 
personal liberty, and even life, are mere names, whilst 
the inflamed passions of the mob are the real law. In 
our best regulated States, we pass laws which are openly 
set at defiance and trampled under foot by the mob, thus 
bringing into disrepute the name and authority of all law. 
Law should be enforced at the point of the bayonet, and 
the people would be careful for what they asked and 
legislators what they enacted, and the rights of every 
man be more secure. When a just law is defied, every 
American citizen should- feel his rights invaded, and 
demand its execution in the name of his personal safety. 
No sacrifice can be too great on the part of a people to 
insure the supremacy of law. Human governments may 
well pattern by the Divine, where the dying agonies of 
the Son of God, and the flames of an eternal hell, are the
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everlasting testimony of the Almighty to the value of 
law. When we shout, therefore, at a victory gained over 
rebels to the government, it should mean joy that the 
authority of the laws is being vindicated. Every vic­
tory gained in their defence deepens the foundations of 
individual happiness and national security.

Finally, It ought to mean the reinforcement of the moral 
power of the government to a degree which will render it 
positive and renovating in its character.

. It needs all the support it can get. Not too deeply 
versed in the ethics of government, nor prone to radical­
ism in that direction, it needs every enlightening, stimu­
lating influence which the nation can bring to bear upon 
it. As a nation we have been atheistical. For years, 
law's of God have been set aside, and His venerated word 
made the endorser of national crimes. Moses, Paul, and 
Christ, have been employed to forge manacles for the 
slave. The highest use government has had for revela­
tion, has been to quiet the public conscience with a per­
verted interpretation of a book which was venerated by 
the vulgar, and therefore to be regarded. The present 
government was born in the awakening of the people, and 
truly represents the peculiarly national condition to which 
it owes its birth. It should be awake, and nothing but 
the voice of the people can awake it. It should be 
aroused to an activity such as the stern demands of the 
times require, and nothing but the thunder of the popular 
voice can arouse it. The shout of the people should 
mean, that the institutions they venerate, and the body of 
laws they revere, shall be cleansed and- renovated. It 
should express that arousing of the principle of life in 
the body which will throw off disease and its corruptions. 
It is the natural result of progress, that each succeeding 
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age should be fettered by the half-enlightened doings of 
the former. Institutions and laws will always spring from 
the half-developed ideas and half-learned lessons of every 
generation, which arc either entirely erroneous or insuffi­
cient and imperfect, which must be destroyed or corrected 
by the generation following. The mere literalist who 
clings to the dead letter of legal statement, will never 
accomplish this. He must grasp the spirit of the law, 
and execute with enlarged wisdom and expanding power 
the spirit and intent of the law, which lies half-uttered 
upon the old statute book. Thus alone can the world 
make progress, — by the repeal of the wrong, and liberal 
construction of the narrow laws. It is a respect we owe 
to the dead, as w7ell as a duty to the living, to bring to 
maturity, in our construction of the constitution and laws, 
the well-meant, but half-developed, thoughts of our 
fathers; and instead of being injured, law will be magni­
fied in the minds of the people, wThen they behold its 
spirit ruling with positive power in the hearts of the 
rulers. It is one of our chief hindrances in the midst of 
existing difficulties, that part of our constitution and some 
of our laws exhibit maxims and principles as half under­
stood and half believed, which are to-day axioms in the 
minds of intelligent republicans ; or; rather, they indicate 
the modifying power of popular demands upon the action 
of a government which meant far more perfect things. 
The constitution and fundamental laws of the land con­
template no such thing as the perpetuity of slavery ; on 
the contrary, the Fathers of the Republic, jealous of their 
honor in the eyes of their children, as well as jealous for 
their welfare, as they looked into the clouds of popular 
prejudice and ignorance which they were unable at once 
to dispel, and whose shadows must fall upon their doings, 
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saw with the eyes of their faith, in the distance, the 
realization of that glorious vision of universal liberty 
which had blessed their souls, bowing to the weight of a 
popular sentiment they could not withstand, yet venerat­
ing the truth which must triumph in the end, did not 
write the name of slave. That time, we trust, is near at 
hand. Once more government should feel the pressure of 
popular opinion ; not to hinder its movements, but to urge 
it onward ; not to bind its steps with legal technicalities, 
but to liberate it from the bondage of the past, and com­
pel it to action commensurate with the spirit of the law 
and the high demands of the time. In such times as 
these, every citizen should rise up to the full theory of 
democracy, and make the men they have placed in power 
their agents in fact. The government is the creature of 
the people, and when they will it must obey. It is now 
waiting their voice. Already has a message of the Presi­
dent to Congress substantially asked the nation whgt it 
means to do with traitors and slavery. Now is the time 
to answer that question. Now is the day of salvation. 
Every man should feel the responsibility which God has 
placed upon him, to add his mite to that weight of popu­
lar thought which shall make this administration .the 
sword which shall clerave asunder the nation from its sins. 
The mind, thought, purpose, and moral sentiment of the 
people should flow in upon the government with a volume 
and power which should not only sustain it, but raise it to 
a position unknown in its history, and impel it to the 
performance of deeds which shall make its memory a 
blessed legacy to future generations. In this crisis, gov­
ernment will not act beyond the expressed demand of the 
ruling part of the nation. As it prosecutes the war, a 
light is beginning to dawn upon the future. As grave 
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responsibilities resultant upon ultimate victory become 
strong probabilities, it is asking the people what they 
want. And now is the time they should make themselves 
heard, from mountain and valley, from one end of the 
land to the other, through every channel by which a 
nation speaks — to demand the doing of things which, if 
left now, may be left undone, to our eternal undoing.

The chief dangers to which we will be exposed, in case 
of ultimate victory — which is now placed beyond reason­
able doubt, although some reverses may yet be experi­
enced, and much fighting may yet be done — are those 
which arise from victory itself. In the hour of triumph, 
if men are not cruel, they are apt to be foolishly magnan­
imous. Ever prone to extremes, if the hour of victory 
is not dishonored by the glutting of vengeance, its glory 
is apt to be diminished by the effeminate doings of a false 
and ostentatious magnanimity, more regardful of the light 
in wjiich they stand in the eyes of a vanquished foe, than 
how they appear in the sight of justice and of God. As 
Ahab when he rode a conqueror, with the acclamations of 
a victorious army in his ears, when he meets the van­
quished king, God appointed to destruction, bowing 
before him in abject submission, with a rope around his 
neck, he hails him as “ brother,” seats him in his chariot, 
and ratifies a treaty with him, and remembers no more 
the God who gave him the victory, or the interests of that 
kingdom and that truth in consideration of which it was 
given, and God passed the sentence, “ thy life shall go 
for his life, and thy people for his people.” To us in 
case of ultimate victory this danger is peculiarly immi­
nent. Whilst it is true that the great mass of men in the 
free states are loyal to the national flag, it is not true 
that a large majority are loyal to the great principles it 
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means. There is not a numerical majority to-day of the 
men who uphold the present war, who have a thought 
beyond the maintenance of the more unity of the nation. 
The great truths which lie at the root of the conflict are 
unfelt and unacknowledged. The Middle and Western 
states are still plethoric with old prejudices — Illinois is 
voting the black man from her borders. The Democracy 
of Michigan, in their recent convention, have proclaimed 
as their brightest hope, the speedy overthrow of Secession 
of Abolitionism — and this is the principle, or rather lack 
of principle, which represents hundreds of thousands from 
the Delaware to the Missouri. Millions have no higher 
thought. That they rush to the battle field by thousands, 
indicates no reinforcement of the idea striving on the side 
of freedom. Among them are thousands of brave, truth 
loving, God fearing men ; but the mass are oblivious to 
the meaning of the war. The darkness of oppression and 
the light of freedom are one to them — hating alike abo­
litionist and rebel — fighting for the opinions of forty 
years ago — believing it possible for Sumner and Davis to 
rush into each other’s arms, apologize and be friends, 
and for right and wrong to fuse into a fugitive slave bill. 
Through all that vast section there is a ponderous mass of 
inert mind which can only be moved on emergency, by a 
determined, concentrated, mighty effort of the enlight­
ened thought of the north. By degrees the light is 
dawning upon it. Here and there start forth from doubt­
ful company, strong, manly defenders of the true liberty, 
who come to the work with the zeal of new converts, and 
in many cases, with about as much knowledge, who need 
direction and encouragement. In Boston, Providence, 
New York and Philadelphia, are thousands of merchants 
who stand waiting for any kind of a peace, that a south­
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ern market may be opened, — whose sole principle is 
money — who would be bosom friends with the most ma­
lignant traitors in a week. Ministers are waiting to 
come north and go south to convince the respective parties 
how much in the wrong they have both been. Congress­
men are waiting for that “good time coming,” when 
again the shrewd politician may ride to power on the 
necks of Massachusetts and South Carolina ; and thus far 
at the hands of government it has been a goodly thing to 
be a rebel, and a bad thing to have known sympathy with 
the unwilling hands which support rebellion. Halleck is 
in Missouri using Fremont’s labor to support the action of 
the Illinois legislature in erecting a wall against the flying 
slave. Fremont, with a patient patriotism which future 
times will applaud, stands by waiting till the hand be 
taken from the throat from which issued the people’s 
voice, and the voice of liberty. Butler for months has 
been suspended from the peg of delay. Now paper war 
is at a close ; blood has been shed, homes have been 
desolated, — the bereaved ask for what ! Mothers, sis­
ters, wives, brothers, fathers ask with peculiar emphasis 
as they cover up their dead, “ why have they died?” 
The voice of the free people is rising — taxation is com­
ing — patriots in congress are asking cpiestions solemn and 
hard, — Butler has been started off, and Fremont begins 
to be spoken of for a new command, and the President 
asks the nation what it wants. Now is the time for the 
very stones to cry out, Liberty! Justice! We long and 
fear for the hour of victory. * If it is the weakness of the 
generous conqueror to loose sight of truth and justice in 
the moment of triumph, how great is our danger, when 
throughout the whole body such a mass of matter is 
gravitating to the side of wrong.
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We are coming to a time when the moral power of the 
nation will be tried as it has never been, when every 
muscle will be strained, — a time in which, if we con­
quer in this strife, questions are to be decided as grave 
as ever agitated the mind of patriot or statesman. The 
question of the rights of States, of what is the cement of 
the nation, is to be forever settled ; the question who 
are to be citizens when rebellion owns loyalty, who are to 
pay the bills, and who to be punished. Then will be the 
time of our danger ; then will the integrity of the nation 
be tried. We will have orations based upon the one 
feeling of generosity to the vanquished, and the reestab­
lishment of fraternal sympathy. Homes desolated, towns 
burnt, beggared aristocrats, ruined States, will be strong 
arguments with which to hush the demands of justice. 
There will be property to be confiscated, traitors to be 
hung, men to be freed, law to be honored, — all under 
the sun of peace, and in the pride of conquest. Then 
will be the danger that the principles of truth, the value 
of law, and the honor of God, will be prostrated in the 
path of folly. The sentiment of retributive justice is 
rising up in the hearts of the thinking nation, ■ and 
demands to be regarded. There is a certain trembling in 
the hearts of true men, for fear that treason will be 
treated in the property and persons of its chief supporters 
and instigators, in a manner which will make them light 
things in the minds of the people — rather as a freak of 
conscience than as a death-meriting villainy. There is 
a fear, that prejudice against the black man and sym­
pathy with his master will outweigh the principles of 
justice upon which the safety of our nation depends ; 
that slavery will be left with its old rights, too sacred 
a thing for the touch of Liberty ; that Northern blood 
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and money shall be used to reconstruct a dishonored 
Union ; that such men as Davis, Toombs, Rhett, Stephens, 
Breckenridge, and Floyd, shall go unhung, if caught; 
that we may again behold the spectacle of Southern arro­
gance domineering in the halls of Congress over Northern 
men, robbed of dignity and honor by base compromises ; 
that the action of the government will degrade law, until 
statutes are as worthless as Confederate notes ; that the 
security of property, life, reputation, and government, 
will be lessened. Such fears as these start a thrill through 
the healthful soul of the nation. The dangers of victory 
and peace are more to be dreaded than all the armies of 
the South. They can be met only by agitation, by rous­
ing the moral sentiment of loyal men and pouring it in 
upon the government with united energy. Every man 
should be made to feel the value of our government, of 
law, of virtue, and to hear the voices which speak to him 
from idle factions; from the magnificent sacrifices of the 
rich, and the hard earned, generously given mites of the 
poor ; from desolate homes, with their tears and cries ; 
from new made graves, with their bloody occupants ; from 
the scornful questions of the nations, who ask us what we 
mean ; from the providence of the eternal God which 
scathes the land, and His Word which curses the un­
righteous nation, — all say but one thing : “Arise in this 
hour of opportunity and proclaim universal liberty and 
execute stern justice ! ” Till the principle of liberty in 
the minds of the people shall be dearer than life, and 
outraged law shall rise from the ashes with a majesty that 
the trader of New Mexico and the trapper of the Yel­
lowstone shall feel her power, and “walk softly” in 
her presence. It is not my purpose to endorse or recom­
mend any particular scheme of emancipation or pun­
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ishment, but simply to urge upon every citizen to demand 
of those in power that slaves shall be freed, and traitors 
shall be punished, in a manner which shall exalt libirty 
and honor law. To point out the significance which 
the triumph of law-making Americans should have, 
that it should mean the true honor of men and the true 
glory of God. In the midst of momentary reverses, let 
the people not forget to ply still the victor’s demand. In 
the midst of the ringing of bells and the firing of cannon, 
let the solemn responsibilities of the future have conside­
ration,— let the voice of the people ring out so clearly 
that Europe as sho listens may not need to ask of our 
shoutas she has asked of our doings, “what meaneth 
it ? ” Let the action of the nation be such that when the 
last manacle has been knocked from the slave, when the 
last traitor has fallen, when the last act of justice shall 
be rendered, when the last shout of triumph shall go 
abroad into the ears of the race, the world shall know it 
is the voice of a people rising from her sorrows, cleansed 
from her sins, to walk in white among the nations, reflect­
ing to mankind the smile of a reconciled God.
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