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Honorary Degree 
Awarded

Dr. Albert G. Crawford

GRAND RAPIDS BAPTIST COLLEGE 
& SEMINARY is pleased to announce 
that Professor Albert G. Crawford was 
awarded an honorary degree as Doctor 
of Sacred Theology (STD) at the 1978 
Commencement exercises on May 12, 
1978. Dr. Crawford’s schooling includes 
a B.R.E. from Baptist Bible College, a 
B.D. from the Baptist Seminary, and an 
M.A. from Western Michigan University.

He has pastored several churches and has 
been on the faculty of both the Baptist 
College and Seminary since 1957.

It is his work in the study and in the 
classroom which the Executive Board of 
the College and Seminary wishes to recog
nize in granting this degree. From the 
first student evaluations administered 
when he was teaching assistant as a stu
dent, it was evident that he had the gift 
of teaching. Through the years he has 
thoroughly researched and ably taught in 
the fields of English Bible, Church His
tory, and Systematic Theology. His care
ful studies in Historical Theology with 
emphases upon Medieval Reformation, 
and Anabaptist studies have given him a 
mastery of his field which students and 
colleagues deeply appreciate. He has 
done far more scholarly work in these 
areas than is required of men who gain a 
doctor’s degree by training in a school. 
He was also seen to fit the requirement 
of having “adorned the Gospel of God’s 
grace in a holy life.”

Doctorates are not awarded often at 
the Grand Rapids Baptist College and 
Seminary-one was last given three years 
ago. Past honorees include David Allen, 
Allen Lewis, and John Balyo.

New And Different

A Wise Investment
by: A Man With a Burden for Young People

If there is anything more important 
than investing in a young life for the 
glory of the Lord, I don’t know what it 
is. The past 15 years has seen a merciless 
attack on our young people by Satan. 
This has been done in many ways through 
such means as the public schools, tele
vision, exposure to drugs and just the 
general trend of destroying the family 
unit.

Any Christian parent should be thrilled 
with the opportunity to send their child
ren to a Christian camp where they are 
face-to-face with the challenge of God’s 
Word by dedicated men and women. 
Camp provides an atmosphere when 
many times it is far easier to make de
cisions for the Lord than back home.
I personally have seen young men and 
women make a spiritual turn-about at 
camp. I recall one time praying with a 
young man off in the pines. I can still 
hear him cry out to the Lord, “Oh, God, 
I’m sick of sin and sinning. Here’s my 
life. Take it and use it for your glory.”

Such moments are precious. They are 
worth more than all the riches of this 
world put together. A life surrendered 
to the Lord in those early years means 
an entire life of service for God.

As I write this, I’m sure there are 
parents who would give almost anything 
to have their son or daughter make such 
a decision. My advice to you dear friends, 
is to encourage your children to go to 
summer camp. If you don’t have teen
age children, then prayerfully consider

providing the funds to send one or more 
of the young people in your church. This 
is an investment which only eternity will 
show the final results. To do this, you 
will have made a wise investment.

EDITOR’S NOTE: We have three excel
lent Regular Baptist Camps in Ohio. You 
may register your young people by writ
ing to the following:

1. Camp Patmos, Kelley’s Island,
Ohio 43438

2. Skyview Baptist Ranch, R. 6, Box
115, Millersburg, 0 . 44654.

3. Scioto Hills Baptist Youth Camp,
Scioto Furnace, O. 45677

A  Pipeline Is Flowing
by Sallie McElwian

Around the headquarters of Baptist 
Mid Missions it is not unusual to hear 
the terminology, ‘in the pipeline.’ Whl?iv 
speaking of the pipeline, there is no 
thought of oil or even of gas. Instead 
the reference is made to lives. Precious 
lives who are dedicated to the cause of 
missions.

Actually the pipeline begins with the 
junior high and high school students and 
then extends up into the college and 
seminary levels. Baptist Mid-Missions is 
privileged to have well over 1000 young 
people in its youth programs. This sum
mer there will be approximately 300 high 
school and college students serving the 
Lord with Baptist Mid-Missions mission
aries throughout the world. The Sr-Hi 
Teens’ Apprentice Missionary Program 
(S.T.A.M.P.) is a specially prepared 
program to give high school students

Dr. James T. Jeremiah

A new and different emphasis came to 
our campus this year. Three missionary 
spokesmen from Baptist Mid-Missions 
spent three days on the Cedarville Col
lege campus and made an impact for 
missions that some of us will remember 
for a long time. The Campus Spotlight 
on Missions team of Leigh Adams, Joel 
Kettenring and Ben Kendrick spoke in 
classes, conducted many personal inter
views, some of them rather extended in 
nature; they spoke in three chapel ser
vices and took part in three missions 
prayer groups. I believe this united em
phasis has produced and will continue 
to produce a great results for the cause 
of world missions.

the opportunity to actually work with 
missionaries here in North America. 
The Missionary Apprenticeship Program 
(M.A.P.) is a similar program but gives 
opportunity for college students to serve 
on both home and foreign fields. The 
Valuable Information Program (V.I.P.) 
is a special mailing program which pro
vides a constant source of missionary 
information. This is done through a 
bimonthly bulletin called VISION as 
well as through other information pieces.

The mission family of Baptist Mid
Missions has a heart for young people. 
It is for that reason an all out effort is 
being made to expose them to missions 
by giving them an opportunity to serve 
on the mission field.

Yes, the pipeline is filled and flowing, 
producing precious candidates for the 
tremendous personnel needs in the world
wide ministry of missions.

In my opinion, Baptist Mid-Missions 
is following an excellent plan in bringing 
the challenge of missions where it ought 
to be given. If we are going to send mis
sionaries to the far corners of the earth 
to preach the unsearchable riches of 
Christ, we must reach the prospective 
missionaries while they are in the process 
of making lifetime decisions. This trio 
of dedicated men who have seen action 
on the mission field helped answer many 
of their questions and directed many 
of them into channels of opportunity 
and service.

When our Christian colleges open their 
doors to the ministry of qualified mission 
personnel such as Joel, Leigh and Ben, 
who know and have experienced what 
this ministry is all about, then we shall 
see more recruits for missions than ever 
before.

It is far better for our mission agencies 
to be burdened with an abundance of 
applications for missionary service than 
to be without enough recruits to meet 
the vital personnel needs of the fields. 
At Cedarville College there is a year- 
round attempt not only for our students 
to be concerned for lost people across 
the ocean, but for lost people across the 
street as well. Adams, Kendrick and Ket
tenring have helped us emphasize this 
burden to our students.

by James T. Jeremiah

FOR SALE: 20 solid oak church pews, 
T  long, straight backs, very good con
dition, $20 each.

Call or write
Mogadore Baptist Church 

Box 126, Mogadore, Ohio 44260 
(216)628-2030 or (216)628-4646

"^^w ii

ED IT O R ’S NOTE: Miss McElwain is a secre
tary at Baptist Mid-Missions. She works in the 
department which handles the youth programs 
and, therefore, feels the pulse of the mission's 
youth outreach.

C O N S T R U C T IO N  SERVICES  

FO R  C H U R C H E S

G E N ER A L  CONTRACTORS 
CONSTRUCTION M AN AG ERS

For Information Contact

KEN MILLER 614-828-2989
FA LLSBU R G , OHIO

ionCoHStAttCti

RR 3 Frazeysburg, Oh. 43822

C O M M ERC IAL R ES ID EN T IA L
R E F E R E N C E S  PRO V ID ED

YOUR HOME MISSIONS HEADQUARTERS
providing dependable assistance in

Missionary Workers

- Conference
Speakers

- Audio-Visuals

- Youth Work

- Investment
Program

- Starting Churches

Missionary
Service

- Church Bui Iding

- Ethnic Works

- Student Program

^ CH
Write to us about your needs — F.B.H.M., Box 455, Elyria, Ohio 44035

Grand Rapids Baptist Seminary
will prepare you for

CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 
ADMINISTRATION

New Christian Day School 
Administrators Program

With two new Christian Schools being 
started each day, the Grand Rapids Baptist 
Seminary senses the need of trained 
leaders and has inaugurated  a new 
program leading to the M.R.E. degree in 
Christian Day School Administration. It is 
o ffering  a 3 2 -h o u r, c a re e r-o rie n te d  
program to school personnel who have five 
years experience and teacher certification.
Professors Ronald Chadwick and Anthony 
Fortosis provide the insights into ad 
ministration, curriculum development, 
educational philosophy, funding, interper
sonal relationships, school law, and staff
ing. The rest of the Seminary Faculty 
provide the biblical and theological educa
tion needed for a truly Christian perspec
tive.
The program is offered in summer, fall, and 
spring.
We welcome all applicants regardless of race, color, 
sex. national or ethnic origin, or physical handicap 
who are personally committed to faith in Christ.

Grand Rapids Baptist Seminary
>001 EAST BELTLINE NE. GRAND RAPIDS. M ICHIGAN 49505
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GLIMPSES of
TRUTH ftomM 

—
0P.G E0R6E  

LAW LOR

A  W o rd  C oncern ing

The D iv in e  C o m m itta l To G o sp e l P reachers

Today the servants of God must be keenly aware of the need to conduct themselves 
and to serve in a manner worthy of their calling. To them has been committed a deposit 
unlike any other, of greater importance and with higher significance and more rigid de
mands than anything else in the world. The call from God and the message of God must 
stand first and foremost in the life and experience of the Lord’s servant. Nothing must 
be allowed to interfere with his discharge of duty and responsibility toward this great 
Gospel deposit which has been placed in his charge and care. It is an absolute pre-requisite 
laid upon him by the eternal God, and the servant of the Lord is a messenger under orders

by divine decree. He must never forget 
that he lives and serves by royal com
mand. I Timothy 1:18-19 is a reiteration 
and reminder of the divine charge made 
to Timothy in his day, and beyond him 
to other servants of God. Note carefully 
several things which characterize this 
committal.

1. It is the committing to God’s servants 
of a sacred trust to be guarded well and 
to be taught faithfully to others, v. 18.

The first line reads: “This charge I 
commit unto thee. . . .” Paul addressing 
Timothy who is in Ephesus. The words 
“This charge” (tauten ten paraggelian) 
remind us of our call from God and of 
the responsibility attendant upon this 
high calling. The charge refers not alone 
to our duty to expose false teachers 
(which we must do) but to the total ful
fillment of the high calling of a Gospel 
servant. One function of this high call
ing is, of course, to oppose false teaching, 
expose those who engage in it, and check 
such teaching wherever and whenever we 
can. The word “commit” will not allow 
us to be unaware of the nature of this 
great sacred trust deposited into our care. 
The word is paratithemai, “place beside, 
lay down alongside another for his 
guardianship.” God has placed this 
sacred trust down alongside His servants 
so that they are constantly and continu
ally reminded of its consignment to their 
fidelity. They must always be aware of 
its placement and presence in their own 
personal custody. As Moses laid before 
the faces of the elders all the words that 
the Lord commanded him (Exodus 19:7, 
LXX paretheken), in similar fashion God 
has set down alongside us this great, 
sacred trust of the administration of His 
Word. For without any doubt, this trust 
has to do with “the Gospel of the glory 
of the blessed God” (I Tim. 1:11), and 
the teaching of sound doctrine in the 
churches (4:6-7, 13-16; 6:20-21). For 
this, God’s servants are totally respon
sible.

2. It is a committal which is set forth in 
terms of a warfare, v. 18b.

Paul is led by the Holy Spirit to use the 
military figure of all-out war in reminding 
God’s servants of their duty in the Gospel 
Cause. They are responsible for waging 
total war. The verb strateQg is derived 
from strateuS which means: “to be en
gaged in active military service, to wage 
war.” The sense is that of an entire 
campaign, not an isolated battle or two. 
The noun form strateian carries the same 
thought. True Gospel preachers are 
engaged in a campaign that involves far 
more than an occasional battle or skir
mish with the enemy. We are engaged 
in total war: battle after battle, conflict 
after conflict, engagement upon engage
ment. Those arrayed against us are many, 
greatly outnumbering us, and bent upon 
our defeat and destruction. We wage war 
against Satan and his mighty host of 
principalities, powers, rulers of this 
world-age’s darkness, and spiritual 
wickedness in high places. We fight 
against the demons and their deadly 
powers, and against the devil’s personal 
agents. And in the flesh, there are false 
teachers, deceitful workers, religious 
apostates, all the forces and forms of 
liberal theology, and the ecumenical 
powers and pressures, as well as the 
cults and other pseudo-Christian groups 
and movements. The war will increase 
and expand, the battle-grounds will 
grow larger, and fighting will become 
fiercer and more intensive and violent, 
and the pressures upon the servants of 
the Lord more savage and intense. But 
our duty is to stand fast in the faith and 
fight, quitting ourselves like men (I Cor. 
16:13).

The present tense of the verb (strateug) 
denotes the constant, continued progress 
of the campaign. It goes on and on 
throughout the duration of this age and 
the life-time of God’s servants. The 
military language continues. Gospel 
preachers are soldiers, enlisted for the 
duration of the war, the length of their 
lives. They are engaged in a continuous,

CHURCH BUILDING PROGRAM SERVICES 
INCLUDING ANY OR ALL OF THE FOLLOWING: 

CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS 
COMPLETE PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS 

PRELIMINARY LAYOUTS 
PARKING LOT DESIGN 

MASTER PLANNING 
TOPOGRAPHIC 

For Information, Call or Write
LAWRENCE F. WILSON & ASSOCIA TES, Inc. 

Consulting Engineers 
3504 Worden Rd. Oregon, Ohio 43616 

(419)691-5886 (419)691-6561

all-out war in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, for the great Gospel Cause. 
Moreover, this warfare most vitally con
cerns those who are engaged in it. The 
verb occurs in the middle voice, which 
throws the stress back upon the subject 
of the verb. God’s servants comprise 
the subject, and are thus vitally con
cerned in the waging of this all-out 
warfare, both as being presently engaged 
in the action and as participating in the 
results. A day is coming when the ser
vants of the Lord will appear in the 
presence of the Lord of glory and make a 
full accounting of what they have done 
with the great Gospel deposit entrusted 
into their charge and care. We shall have 
to report on the manner in which we have 
conducted our campaign, and account 
for the kind of warfare we have waged: 
i.e. what we have done and how we have 
done it, how we have administered the 
Word of God. The results will be reck
oned up by our supreme Commander. It 
should be noticed carefully that the ser
vant of the Lord is admonished that he 
must wage “the good warfare.” This 
point is stressed by Paul under inspira
tion. Here, it is “war the good warfare.” 
In 2 Tim. 2:3, it is “be a good soldier.” 
Mere warring, and just being soldiers are 
not enough. We must war the good^war
fare, and be good soldiers.

3. It is a committal which requires 
personal integrity, v. 19.

Personal integrity is vital to the suc
cessful waging of good warfare. It is 
indispensable for the servant of God. If 
the Gospel minister cannot place his life 
down in support of his teaching and 
preaching, he would do well to examine 
his call. Example is requisite absolute 
for God’s servants. It is evidenced in 
two ways, as set forth in v. 19.

In the first place, the servants of God 
must keep holding faith. The Greek 
text reads simply, “holding faith” (echon 
pistin). Faith appropriately comes 
first because it is faith which provides 
the Christian combatant with his only 
standing-ground for the deadly conflict, 
and supplies him with the proper weap
ons and armor which enable him to repel 
the vicious attacks of the great adver
sary and his hosts. This faith is the indi
vidual trust of the servant of Christ, as 
the noun “faith” without the definite 
article indicates. It consists in his convic
tions and beliefs, his doctrine and his 
own personal fidelity in his call to the 
Gospel Cause. The present tense of the 
participle echon denotes the continuing 
adherence to all that constitutes one’s 
faith, Character and constancy are both 
involved. The character of God’s ser
vants manifests itself in their constancy 
and consistency of life.

In the second place, therefore, there 
is the matter of conscience. God’s ser
vants must keep holding a good consci
ence. As Fairbairn remarks: “A good 
conscience is faith’s necessary hand
maid. . . .” The warfare in which we are 
engaged is strictly a moral and spiritual 
one, and thrusting aside one’s conscience

is virtually a defeat and abandonment 
of the campaign. Faith has been likened 
to a most precious liquid, and conscience 
tt> the clean, pure glass that holds it. 
The two go together as inseparable com
panions and to push away the one is to 
make shipwreck of the other. The ser
vants of the Lord must ever keep holding 
to a good conscience and not thrust it 
aside. Many a downfall has resulted 
from wilful, heedless walking in repudia
tion of the good conscience. Ministers 
of the Gospel are required to stand with 
Paul and be able to say: “I have lived in 
all good conscience before God until this 
day” (Acts 23:1). And as the great 
Apostle testified before King Agrippa,
“To have always a conscience void of 
offense toward God, and men” (Acts 
24:16).

The servants of God who do battle 
for the truth of the eternal God must 
be responsible in their inmost soul to 
the claims of divine truth upon them
selves - upon their own personal, indi
vidual lives. The effects of keeping the 
two apart, viz. personal faith from the 
good conscience, are disastrous. The 
daily life and habits of the servant of 
God must always be pure and exem
plary, in obedience to the Word of God, 
and concurrent with his faith. The good 
conscience - the internal pointer for the 
moral life - can no more be dispensed 
with than the living faith. All depends 
upon the wholesome, harmonious action 
of the two for the results attained in the 
performance of duty in the Christian 
warfare.

Happy Birthday

Dr. Robert T. Ketcham

Dr. Robert T. Ketcham, the Lord will
ing, will be celebrating his 89th birthday 
on July 22nd. All across this country 
are the many who have in one way or 
another been blessed through his minis
try. Why not encourage the heart o f this 
dear warrior by telling him the blessing 
he was to you? Drom him a card TO
DAY! Dr. R. T. Ketcham, 2646 Winne- 
mac, Chicago, Illinois - 60625.

Traveling South 
MEET OHIO FAMILIES 

in ATLANTA
V is it  the new F .B .H .M . wdrk

C A L L  PASTOR FR ED  H EN Z LER  
for information

} 404-289-0450
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TH E CLEVELAN D  HEBREW  MISSION
P. O. Box 21100, Cleveland, Ohio 44121 

FOUNDED IN 1904
FU N D A M EN T A L -  BAPT IST IC  -  EV A N G E LIST IC  

Evangelizing the "kinsmen”  of our Lord in Cleveland, Ohio 
Sao Paulo and Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 

R EFER EN C ES :A D M IN ISTRA T IO N :
Mr. Earl C. Helfrick, President 
Rev. Roy Clark, Vice President 
Rev. A, Paul Tidb II, Superintendent 
Mr. Fowler Hopkins, Sec’y- - Treas.

D r. Jam es  T . Jerem iah^  Cedarville , Ohio  
Dr. Paul V a n G o rd e r, A tlan ta , Ga.
D r. Vaughn Sprunger, So u th  Bend , Ind. 
D r. R o b e rt K e tcham , Chicago, III.
D r. M elv in  V . E fa w , H untin gton , W . Va. 
D r. F ra n k  C. T o rrey , Bo ca  R a to n , F la . 
D r. W arren . V . B ib lghaus, Haddon H ts., 

N ew  Je rsey
D r. Jo h n  G . B a lyo , G rand  Rap ids, Mich,

W r ite  fo r yo u r F R E E  co py o f “ T h e  T ru m p ete r fo r Is ra e l" our 
q u arte rly  magazine devoted  to  the w o rk  o f Je w ish  evangelism .

F IE L D  R E P R ES E N T A T IV E
Dr. Gerald V. Smelser
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