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MISSIONS I
HAVE YOU HEARD OF CHAD COMPASSION? Most o f you readers o f the OHIO 
INDEPENDENT BAPTIST will recall the tremendous persecution and the terrible nation­
wide sufferings in the Chad Republic the past six years. I’m speaking o f the government 
supported Cultural Revolution which caused the imprisonment, torturing, starvation, 
beating and death of many of the Chadian Christians. One example of the great sacri­
fice made by the Lord’s people was the murder o f thirteen Baptist pastors; men of God 
who would not compromise their God-given convictions and who chose death rather than 
to defile the blessed name of their Savior. In my recent book, BURIED ALIVE FOR 
CHRIST, I devoted a chapter to the death o f those brave men. The following is an 
account from the book o f that slaughter.

“All right, Mr. Spokesman, this is it. You have your choice as to life or death.”
Silence hung over the two groups o f men as the one-sided conversation went on.
“I was told to give you one more chance to change your mind. Either you bow 

down in the name of our president and agree to his cultural revolution, or you will 
die like animals. Now, my brother, don’t be stupid! Accept the president’s offer, 
and we will take you back to your families.”

Thirteen lives hung in the balance as Paul prepared to answer. The other pastors 
seemed perfectly content to have the eighty-year-old spiritual leader represent them. 
Paul began to speak slowly. “Sir, for many years our people lived in fear, saturated 
with superstitious beliefs. We worshiped animals, bones, sticks, rivers and many 
other things. It was only when the missionaries came and told us about Jesus that we 
heard about the true, living God.”

“Go on,” spoke the leader. “I want to be able to tell the president that I gave you 
the chance to say all that you wanted to say.” The soldiers stood by quietly, listen­
ing to every word. In each o f their hearts, they knew that they had to respect such 
courageous men.

Paul glanced at the officer in charge. “ I’m old enough to be the grandfather of 
your children. I know of what I speak for I was bom in this land eighty years ago.
I sacrificed chickens and goats to gods that did not see or hear. I taught this same 
wicked way to many of our people. But then I heard about Jesus, and He changed 
my life completely. He not only saved me, but also my entire family. He has given 
us purpose in life. Sir, He means everything to me as well as to my brothers standing 
here with me.”

“I ’m not asking you to change your belief,” interrupted the officer. “I’m only 
asking you to honor our national leader by obeying his decree and to show that by 
bowing down in his name.”

“We’ll not do that, Sir,” answered Paul with a firmness in his voice. “We’ll not 
support his decree o f cultural revolution, and we’ll not bow down to him. We serve 
Christ and Christ alone. There is nothing you can do which will make us deny our 
God.” Paul hesitated as he weighed every word he spoke. “We love our precious 
families,and we realize that we will not see them again until we meet them in Heaven. 
Our reply to you, Sir, is that we choose death rather than to deny our God and His 
Holy Word.” As Paul finished speaking, the pastors turned to face the line o f 
soldiers.

“You fools!” shouted the angry leader. “You deserve to die, y o u .. .you animals!” 
He commanded his men to pick up their rifles and take aim at their helpless captives. 
“You’ve got one more chance. Will you support the cultural revolution?”

“We will not dishonor God’s Word,” answered Paul.
“Shoot!” shouted the officer.
The forest echoed with the roar o f the rifles, and the terrible execution was com­

mitted. On the ground before the soldiers were the bleeding bodies o f thirteen brave 
African pastors—men who chose death rather than to compromise God’s Word. A 
shallow grave was dug, and the bodies pushed in. In silence the soldiers took their 
last look at the spot marked with dried blood where the spiritual leaders died. Some­
how, in their hearts, the soldiers knew they had committed a horrible crime against 
the only true God.

Yes, loved ones killed, homes burned, gardens destroyed tells only a part o f the story. 
Now BAPTIST MID-MISSIONS is making an all-out effort to help the Chadian believers 
get back on their feet. Your prayerful consideration is desperately needed in the ministry 
o f project CHAD COMPASSION.

How can a person know whether he is 
one of God’s BORN AGAIN children? 
There are millions o f sincere souls in this 
worldwho say that no one canknow. Yet, 
there are millions in the United States as 
well as around the world who say that 
they have had a BORN AGAINexperience.

The Word of God says in I John 4:1 
“Beloved, believe not every spirit, but 
try the spirits whether they are of God; 
because many false prophets are gone out 
into the world.” God had his faithful 
servant, John, to write an entire epistle 
so that serious-minded folk who really 
want to know the truth about being 
BORN AGAIN can have full assurance.

Let both those who make the claim 
of being BORN AGAIN and those who 
want to know the truth take this seven­
fold test from the first epistle o f John.

1. RIGHTEOUSNESS TEST
(I John 2 :29)

' “ If ye know that he is righteous, ye 
know that every one that doeth 

■ righteousness is born o f him.” 
Do you practice righteousness?..............

2. THE FELLOWSHIP TEST
(I John 3 :14)

“We know that we have passed from 
death unto life, because we love the 
brethren. He that loveth not his bro­
ther abideth in death.”

Do you really love to fellowship with 
God’s children more than with the 
world?....................

3. THE VICTORY TEST (I John 5 :4 )
“ For whatsoever is bom o f God over- 
cometh the world: and this is the vic­
tory that overcometh the world, even 
our faith.”

Do you really have victory over the 
allurements o f this world’s system?. . . .

4 . THE PURITY TEST (I John 5 :18)
“We know that whosoever is born of 
God sinneth not;but he that is begot­
ten o f God keepeth himself, and that 
wicked one toucheth him not.”

Those born o f God keep themselves, 
and are kept by Him so that the Wicked 
One does not touch them. Is this true 
o f y o u ? ....................

5. THE OBEDIENCE TEST (I John 2 :5 )
“But whoso keepeth his word, in him 
verily is the love o f God perfected: 
hereby know we that we are in him.” 

Do you keep (obey) God’s Word? . . . .

6. THE SINNING TEST (I John 3 :9 )
“Whosoever is born of God doth not 
commit sin; for his seed remaineth in 
him: and he cannot sin, because he is 
bom o f God.”

Do you hate sin and refuse to practice 
i t ? ....................

The ‘Born Again9 Test

How can you show what life is like on the mission field? One very graphic v ay is 
through a motion picture film. The ASSOCIATION OF BAPTISTS FOR WORLD 
EVANGELISM’s film ministry has been successfully doing this very thing.

Mr. Carl Brandon is the mission’s film producer. He went to ABWE well trained as a 
cinematographer. His production o f documentary films has included one on the work 
in Hong Kong ( “The Skillfulness of His Hands”) and Japan ( “ABWE-Japan”). He jour­
neyed to Togo, West Africa, for footage on a dramatic-documentary film that was releas­
ed last summer. This latest film, “Enlighten My Darkness*” protrays the true life story 
o f a young African who was marked for death and narrowly escaped by fleeing his vil­
lage. God brought this young man into the path o f a faithful, gospel-preaching mission­
ary. This is truly a remarkable and heart-warming story.

Mr. Brandon believes God has called him to this specific ministry o f producing mis­
sionary films. However, this work is replete with its own dangers and difficulties. For 
instance, on his first night of filming in Hong Kong, he was bitten by a scorpion and 
spent most of that night in a ward o f a Chinese hospital, an experience he was willing 
to forget. Before he left Hong Kong, he was chased by both a Chinese farmer and a 
carabao,' finding that film making has its points o f danger. Then, too, there are weari­
some hours o f lugging heavy equipment, planning, infinite details, caring for those prec­
ious cameras, and patience when foreign and domestic governments impound luggage 
for long periods.

Yet, when God s people can learn more effectively the work their missionaries are do­
ing on some mission field and can pray with more understanding for them, it’s worth 
all the effort.

ABWE offers its film ministry to serve your church.

7. THE BELIEVING TEST (I John 5 :1 ) 
“Whosoever believeth that Jesus is 
the Christ is bom of God: and every 
one that loveth him that begat loveth 
him also that is begotten of him.” 

Do you believe in and rely upon and 
trust the Lord Jesus Christ as your 
Saviour and have committed youi life 
to Him?..................

Truth is found by taking all that God 
has to say on any subject! It is notenough 
to say “yes” to the last question. The 
devils believe and tremble, but they are 
not saved. I f  you can answer “yes” to 
each o f the above questions, you may be 
sure that you are a BORN AGAIN Chris­
tian.

. . . .B. C. Jennings

“ Just as missions is the heart of the Great 
Commission, so is it the heart beat of the local 
church.”

Once in a Sunday School, a visitor 
was asked to take charge o f the primary 
class for that session; the regular teacher 
being-absent.

The stranger accepted and upon 
entering the room learned that the les­
son was from the 55th chapter o f Isaiah. 
The beautiful first verse was read aloud, 
“Ho, every one that thirsteth, come to 
the waters, and he that hath no money; 
come, buy and eat; yea, come, buy wine 
and milk without money and without 
price.”

The leader thought that this text 
might be taught intelligently to Senior 
pupils, but could “little people” be made 
to understand how to buy “without 
money”? The invitation seemed so hard 
to explain to little people that the teacher 
silently prayed for light upon the subject.

Immediately, another beautiful verse 
came into his mind. “A little child shall 
lead them.” And believing that God 
meant that maybe one o f the little 
s c h o l a r s  could better explain what 
Isaiah’s text was intending to teach, the 
class listened carefully while he read the 
text once more.

When asked to say what they 
thought the prophet meant by inviting 
people to “buy without money” , a little 
girl only six years old promptly answered, 
“Please sir, have it charged.”

“Jesus paid it all,
All to Him I owe.
Sin had left the crimson stain, 
He washed it white as snow.” 

Jesus asks us to place the purchase 
price to His account.

............ Copied

Listen To A Child
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J & M’s
Antiques - Pastiques - Uniques

209 Jefferson St. j
Tiffin, Ohio 44883 :

JOHN and MADELINE T EET ER S
Phone 447-8688 :

By Chance or Appointment {

J A D E  & R O C K  S H O P
• Wholesale • Retail

G O L D -JA D E -A G A T E - JA S P E R  
SOAPSTONE - M INERAL SPEC IM EN S  

JEW ELRY FINDING WHOLESALER 
PRICE LIST 50 cents

A LA SK A N  JA D E  and 
GEM STO NE JE W E L R Y

• De-signers • De-makers • De-stributors

GOLD ’N STONES
Box 636, Sterling, Alaska 99672 

Mile 81.4 Sterling Highway

CONSTRUCTION SERVICES 
FOR CHURCHES

G E N ER A L  CONTRACTORS 
CONSTRUCTION M AN AG ERS

For Information Contact

KEN M ILLER 614-828-2989

FA LLSB U R G , OHIO

Constoucton

RR 3 Frazeysburg, Oh. 43822

COMMERCIAL RESIDEN TIAL
R E F E R E N C E S  PRO V ID ED

— V. Ben Kendrick



F E B R U A R Y , 1979 T H E OHIO IN D EPEN D EN T BAPTIST 11

(

J

G LIM P SES  of
TR U TH  fromiher

DR. GEORGE 
LA W LO R

A  Word About Murmurers And Mockers . .  .
The words “murmur” and “mock” in the English language carry the common thought 

of “speaking in subdued, half-articulate tones” and “mimic derisively.” These are legiti­
mate and well-known meanings in current speech and we use the terms and hear others 
use them in this sense. However, in the New Testament these words have a rather un­
common meaning because they are connected with and related to apostate religious 
leaders and their false teaching. The two words, “murmur” (goggestai) and mock 
(empaiktai) appear in the same passage, Jude 16 and 19, both in the noun form, mur­
murers - mockers.” Verses 16-19 o f Jude’s epistle bring to a climax the exceptional des­
criptive term in v. 16, and the rest o f the verse follows,in apposition to this significant 
word. In v. 18, Jude sums up the portrayal o f these apostate religionists by calling them 
“mockers” , and reminding his readers that the Lord’s apostles had spoken words of 
warning concerning such deceivers.

The word “murmurers” (goggustai) is 
used in the Septuagint Version to des­
cribe the discontented complainings of 
the children of Israel against Moses as 
they made their way through the wilder­
ness (Ex. 15 :24 ; 17 :3 ; Num. 14:29). 
The very sound o f the word in the Greek 
is suggestive o f a low rumbling o f resent­
ful discontent such as arose from the sul­
lenly rebellious Israelites. The verb form 
(goggudzoi) has an interesting occurrence 
in the curious Papyrus Oxy I, late 2 A.D., 
describing an interview between the 
Emperor Marcus Aurelius and a rebel. A 
veteran guard interposes with the remark, 
“Lord, while you sit in judgment, the 
Romans are murmuring (goggudzoi). The 
verb also occurs in John 6 :41 , where it 
is stated that “The Jews then murmured 
at Him (Christ) because He said: I am the 
bread which came down from heaven.” 
They murmured at Him because He told 
them the truth (John 8 :45 ). They rnUIr 
mured at the offer o f everlasting life, 
at the declarations o f His deity, and at 
the supematuralness o f the One o f  whom 
they said, “Is not this Jesus the son of 
Joseph, whose father and mother we 
know?” (John 6 :42).

*

Transfer this discontented, unbelieving 
grumbling against Christ by the Jewish 
religionists to the realm o f the apostates 
murmuring today. The noun in Jude s 
epistles tells us the apostates are mur­
murers. The verb form as used by Paul 
and John shows us the One against whom 
they murmur - Christ Himself. Not con­
tent with the historic facts of the Chris­
tian faith as they stand, the modern 
liberal theologians and leaders muimut 
against the truth of the virgin birth and 
incarnation, sarcastically carping against 
those who accept these vital doctrines. 
They are dissatisfied with the very 
thought o f the Lord’s supernaturalness 
and His miracles, and will not tolerate the 
idea o f His deity. Christ’s atoning, 
substitutionary death on the cross and 
the offer of everlasting life to all who 
will receive Him by faith are verities 
which apostates cannot endure. His 
resurrection cannot be literal; He arose 
only in spirit. Their murmuring against 
the Lord and His promise to return is 
voiced in the only way they can find to 
throw the fact o f His second coming into 
disrepute, i.e. that He was so carried away 
by His own cause and His own message 
that He went beyond Himself in His pro­
nouncement that He would come again, 
and said things which He did not really 
mean. These apostates are complain­
ing faultfinders who walk after their 
own lustful desires; and “their mouth 
speaketh great swelling words.. . ” (v.16). 
The whole habit o f their living is con­
trolled by their natural spirit o f egotism 
and self-will. They follow on, judging 
the lot o f God’s providence unworthy

o f them and rebel against it. Actually 
the real secret of their discontent is to 
be found in the fact that they are walking 
after their own lusts, for it is a life of 
pursuit after vain things that are unreal. 
The great blessed reality is Christ, but. 
they reject Him and deny Him. They 
are murmuring, complaining, apostate 
religious leaders who despise dominion 
and discipline, and walk presumptuously 
after their own desires. The apostates 
of our day are the counterparts o f the 
murmuring Israelites and the unbeliev­
ing religious leaders o f Christ’s own day. 
They are people full o f stubborn discon­
tent and sullen disobedience against 
the guiding hand o f God and the sover­
eignty o f the Lord whom they profess 
to know and serve.

The word “mockers” (empaiktai) oc­
curs only twice in the New Testament, 
in 2 Peter 3 :3  and here in Jude 18. How­
ever the verb form (empaidzo) is used 
twelve times in the Gospels with the 
meaning that it has in the early Greek 
writings: “to play a trick, deceive, de­
lude.” This is precisely what the apos­
tates are: they may well be fine-looking 
impressive-appearing gentlemen, but in 
reality they are religious tricksters who 
deceive and delude others. They trifle 
with Christianity, with spiritual mat­
ters, and with the Word of God, while 
pretending to be leaders in religion. 
Peter’s use of the word “scoffers” 
(mockers, empaiktai) reveals that they are 
wilful triflers. They say, “Where is the 
promise of His coming?” - the modem 
version of Satan’s ancient “Yea, hath 
God said?” (Gen. 3 :1 ). Then Jude states: 
“These are they who themselves make 
separations, sensual, having not the 
Spirit” (v. 19). 
acterization.

This is a terrible char­
___________  These apostate religious
leaders hear the Word of God, come to 
it, read it and study it, and know what 
it says. They attain an intellectual 
understanding of its meaning. Then by 
deliberate act of their human will, they 
reject its testimony, hold it in derision, 
and deceive others by false interpre­
tations o f it and by posing as authorities 
in its value and use. These are the men 
who are responsible for schisms in the 
Church; they have made separations 
by true believers necessary. Schism pro­
duced by false teachers and false doc­
trines, by unscriptural rites and prac­
tices, and by immoral activities, has 
been the ban o f Christianity.

The mockery of these apostates con­
stitutes essentially a profane act. It 
argues contempt o f God’s being as well 
as His attributes and His great verities. 
Their scoffing argues unbelief and it 
implies that G ods warnings are a fable 
and a myth. They speak with pride and 
arrogance, yet make their words to seem

CAMPUS CHATS
Dear O.I.B. Reader:

Greetings to you in the blessed 
name of our dear Lord.
I am happy for this opportunity 
through Campus Chats to share 
with you some of the blessings 
which Bertha and I have enjoyed 
because of our involvement at 
Baptist Bible College of Pennsyl­
vania. __
Many of you will recall when this 
fine training center was located 
in Johnson City, New York, and 
how later on it moved to its pre­
sent site in Clarks Summit. As I 
look over our blessed fellowship 
of churches, I see the tremen­
dous impact that B.B.C. has 
made. Pastors, missionaries, 
school and mission leaders repre­
sent products of this outstanding 
Bible college.
It was my joy to attend the Bible 
Conference and Alumni Week in 
January. The student body and 
alumni were blessed by outstand­
ing messages from God’s Word 
brought by such choice servants 
as Rev. Cass Santos, Rev. Joe 
Stowell III and Dr. Paul Tassell. 
Yes, once again, I was impressed 
in the quality of teaching and 
preaching which one finds on the 
B.B.C. campus.
My alma mater, like many other 
fine schools, is the target of

Satan’s attacks. More than any­
thing else, he doesn’t want to see 
men and women, well trained in 
the Word of God, in action. He 
would close the doors to B.B.C. 
if he could, but this is God’s 
work and not man’s. I ask you to 
pray daily for B.B.C. Pray for the 
staff and students. Pray that God 
will meet the needs of this qual­
ity Bible college.
I’m suggesting if you would like 
to know more about our school, 
please write: Mr. Ken Swigart, 
Baptist Bible College, 538 Ven- 
ard Road, Clarks Summit, PA 
18411 .
Thank you for allowing me to 
share these thoughts with you. 
The Lord blesss you in your serv­
ice to  Him.

Sincerely in Christ, 
David Moore, Pastor 

Cedar Hill Baptist Church 
Cleveland Heights, OH

P A ID  A D V E R T IS IN G

pious and authoritative. And despite 
their religious formality, their profession 
of faith, and their godly airs, they are 
actually destitute o f all reverence, awe, 
and honest piety toward God. They are, 
in fact, as Jude describes them in v. 15, 
ungodly. While they murmur and com­
plain, and engage in mockery, they walk 
after their own lustful desires to the satis­
faction o f the flesh. While they promise 
liberty and world-betterment, they are 
dominated by the desire for material 
gain, and flatter people for the sake of 
advantage.

This Scripture characterization o f re­
ligious murmurers and scoffers suggests 
a most practical word for common 
saints o f God. Instead o f murmuring 
and complaining, the Word urges us to 
“do all things without murmurings and 
disputings” (Phil. 1 :14 ); not to fall into 
walking after our own lusts, but rather to 
“walk in the Spirit” (Gal. 5 :16 ); to hold 
fast to sound words” (2 Tim. 1:13) in 
the place o f great, pompous, swelling 
words; not flattering men for profit, 
but preaching the Word (2 Tim. 4 :2 ); 

. committing true words to faithful men 
who shall be able to teach others (2 Tim. 
2 :2 ); and contending strenuously for the 
faith (Jude 3).

A V A IL A B L E  FOR .. .
Pulpit Supply, Special Meetings, 
Counseling or Interim Ministry. 
Former Pastor and Chaplain . . .

Rev. Dale H. Stevens
13801 Mary Ann Drive 
Garfield Heights, Ohio - 44125 
Phone: (216)581-0013

Geared toward re­
vival and edifica­
tion of the saints, 
with an emphasis 
on evangelism.

MIKE CO YLE  
Musical Ministries

Utilizing a tenor voice and play­
ing the French horn-Mike Coyle 
uses powerful sound equipment 
with taped accompaniment to 
minister the word of God, 
through the medium of music. 
A Christ centered and God hon­
oring ministry God has used for 
His glory.
P.O. Box 27,Chandlersville, OH. 

43727
Phone: (614)674-6238
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TH E CLEVELAN D  HEBREW  MISSION
P. O. Box 21100, Cleveland, Ohio 44121 

FOUNDED IN 1904
FU N D A M EN T A L -  BAPT IST IC  -  EV A N G EL IST IC

Evangelizing the "kinsmen’’ of our Lord in Cleveland, Ohio 
Sao Paulo and Rio de laneiro, Brazil

A D M IN ISTRA T IO N :
Mr. Earl C. Helfrjck, President 
Rev. Roy Clark, Vice President 
Rev. A. Paul Tidball, Superintendent 
Mr. Fowler Hopkins, Sec’y. - Treas.

F IE L D  R E P R ES E N T A T IV E :
Dr. Gerald V. Smelser

R EFEREN CES:
Dr. James T. Jeremiah, Cedarville, Ohio 
Dr. Paul VanGorder, Atlanta, Ga.
Dr. Vaughn Sprunger, South Bend, Ind. 
Dr. Melvin V. Efaw, Huntington, W. Va. 
Dr. Frank C. Torrey, Boca Raton, Fla. 
Dr. Warren Y. Bibighaus, Haddon Hts., 

New Jersey
Dr. John G. Balyo, Grand Rapids, Mich.
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