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Former Ohioan
Ordained In Illinois

Rev. Robert J. Brown

Mr. Robert Jennings Brown was or-
dained April 26, 1981, by the First

S.0.S., An Exposition of the SONG OF SOLO-
MON (By Max Sidders, Vantage Press, 516
West 34th Street, New York City, N.Y. 10001;
57 pages; $5.95.)

The author of this book is pastor of the
Temple Baptist Church in Portsmouth,
Ohio. He also serves on the Council of
12, as Missions Chairman, for our
OARBC fellowship.

This study is the result of much pray-
erful thought and by one who has a deep
concern for teenagers and young adults.
It is excellent for pastors to use in dealing
with the younger generation in that it
deals with vital subjects such as separa-
tion, purity, holy living, temptation in
dating, engagement, marriage, and the
like. The book—throughout—exalts Christ
and emphasizes the need of our meditat-
ing on Him.

The Church Will Not Go Through The Tribu-
lation, (By S. Franklin Logsdon, Regular Bap-
tist Press, 1300 North Meacham Road, Box
95500, Schaumburg, Illinois 60195; (paper-
back) 24 pages; $1.95.)

The author of this book is no stranger
and neither is the subject. This is a solid
and reliable treatment of an oft contro-
versial matter. Brother Logsdon defines
for us the “tribulation” in no uncertain
terms, locking the description into the
Word of God. Addressing the reason for
the controversy, he defines terms and
word meanings, uses parallel compari-
son texts, and arrives at the sound con-
clusion that the church will definitely not
be around for the tribulation. “Thus, by
statement and symbol, by figure and fact,
the Church is not discoverable in the

Thank You,
Daniel Webster!

“Concerning the Bible and prosperity, |
believe that the Bible is to be believed
and understood in the plain and obvious
meaning of its passages, for | cannot per-
suade myself that a book intended for the
instruction and conversion of the whole
world should cover its true meaning in
any such mystery and doubt that none
but critics and philosophers can discover
it. If we abide by the principles taught in
the Bible, our country will go on pros-
pering; but if we in our prosperity neg-
lect its instruction and authority, no man
can tell how sudden a catastrophe may
overwhelm us and, bury all our glory in

PJVfaWd'Obscurity.*”.Y.V..Y.V.V.WV, .

Baptist Church of Roxana, lllinois. The
pastor of this church is Rev. Roy Gibbs
who served for a number of years at the
Berea Baptist Church, Berea, Ohio.

Brother Brown was examined by a
council of pastors and representatives
of the MVF of the General Association of
Regular Baptist Churches. The council
recommended the Church proceed with
the ordination and commended the
candidate for his preparation, his ability
to handle the Scriptures, his presenta-
tion and his spirit.

Rev. Brown, from Brunswick, Ohio,
studied at Cedarville College and took his
theological training at Baptist Bible
School of Theology in Clarks Summit,
Pennsylvania. His home church is First
Baptist Church of Brunswick, Ohio,
where he served from 1971-1973 as
Assistant to the Pastor.

Our brother, his wife, Virginia and
their two children, Laura and Jonathan,
reside in South Roxana, lllinois. He is
presently serving as Assistant to Pastor
Gibbs at the First Baptist Church in
Roxana.

70th week of Daniel, especially the
second half-The Great Tribulation.” One
thing that sets this little work apart from
many others, | have discovered, is that he
adds a very helpful little chapter entitled
—“How May One Determine The Truth
of the Matter?” There then follows
eight tests which the author proposes we
use as tools in arriving at sound con-
clusions in any study of the tribulation
period! Excellenthelp here!

The Doctrine and Administration of the
Church, (Revised Edition); (By Paul E. Jack-
son, Regular Baptist Press, 1300 North Mea-
cham Road, Box 95500, Schaumburg, Illinois
60195; 192 pages; (Kivar); $3.95.)

This book is no stranger to most of our
pastors ... or at least it ought not be.
There is nothing misleading in the title. It
delivers! The subject is the local New
Testament church and every young man
entering the ministry should consider this
as being required reading. Dr. Jackson,
from the wealth of his pastoral exper-
ience and his knowledge of the Word of
God, draws out for us some practical
principles with which one can build. He
covers ordinances, officers, discipline,
doctrines, fellowship, finances, overall
ministry, music, and answers such ques-
tions as - Who controls the church? -
What do you do about certain perennial
problems in the church? - and What
makes Biblical Baptists so distinctive? It
is good to see this book in paperback
form. This book is $3.95 well spent!)

NUSSION~

BUSINESS

WE WILL

Arrange conferences
Provide speakers
Supply literature
Conduct seminars

And much more!

WRITE
OR CALL
NOW

Dr. V. Ben Kendrick
Deputation Coordinator

Grand Rapids
Baptist Bible
College News

On Sunday, April 26. Professor Richard
Stewart of Grand Rapids Baptist College,
had a New York premiere of his newest
composition “Fantasia on Victimae
Paschali,” a piece for electronic tape and
organ. This was at Riverside Church in
New York City. Marilyn Reiser, inter-
nationally known organist, performed the
work. This past year Mr. Stewart was
tapped for membership in Phi Kappa Phi
(a national academic honorary society)
and his recently-completed “Decitet For
Winds” selected from among 50 scores
submitted nationwide as one of the win-
ning works for Michigan State Univer-
sity’s Annual Wind Symposium.

The college soccer team had a sensational
season this past fall. Some 16 players a-
long with Coach Bratcher travelled to
Jamaica under the sponsorship of Baptist
Mid-Missions. The group not only en-
gaged in soccer games, but also ministered
through special music, preaching, teach-
ing and evangelism.

Commencement exercises were held May
8. Dr. John Wilson, Professor of Bible and
Religion in the College addressed the se-
parate graduation exercises for the Col-
lege and Seminary. This year’sclass is the
largest to graduate from the school with
170 students graduating from the College
and 44 from the Seminary.

A workshop in Theological Education
by Extension was held at the Seminary
June 15 through 26. Those leading the
workshops were Rev. Charles Porter and
Rev. William Smallman. Both are mem-
bers of the faculty.

A new retreat has been scheduled this
year for July 24 -25. It is a Family Re-
treat. The weekend is planned so that
families can camp or stay in the dormitor-
ies. Dr. Ron Chadwick of the Seminary
will be the main speaker. Vicke and Shel-
don Rhodes will be on hand to provide
programs for the children.

There will also be a Golf Retreat August
14 through 15. Dr. Welch will be the
main speaker at this time. This is fast be-
coming one of our favorite retreats. For
more information contact the Alumni Of-
fice, 1001 East Beltline Road NE, Grand
Rapids, Michigan - 49505.

Continue

A Need For
Study Books

In a recent letter from Brother Earl
Umbaugh, he wrote the following: “While
spending several months in the West
Indies, we realized that one of the great
needs among the Christians is for good,
fundamental, Christian literature. Just be-
fore returning home, three of the
churches asked if | would help them
start church libraries. This | have agreed
to do. We have sent some books but
would like to enlist the help of others.

“If you have used or new books that
you would like to donate, if you will
send them to me | will send them on to
the mission field. These can be Bible
study books, commentaries, Christian
fiction, biographies, missionary stories,
material for youth meetings, or any-
thing that would be good to put into the
hands of either young or more mature
Christians.

“If you prefer, these can be dropped
off for me at Cedarville College Book-
store or brought to the National
GARBC conference Winona Lake, or sent
directly to the churches in St. Lucia or
St. Vincent. For complete addresses
write to Earl D. Umbaugh, 780 Conway
Blvd. South, Port Charlotte, Florida
33952. Phone: (813) 625-4929.”

The people in need of these books are
very, very poor. Any help our readers
might give in supplying these books
would be greatly appreciated. We are
confident that in helping to meet this
great need, the Lord will pour forth rich
blessing!

be witnesses...
in

Ye shall

PRAY FOR
BAPTIST MID-MISSIONS
JEWISH MINISTRIES

For further information, please contact
Baptist Mid-Missions, 4205 Chester Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44103

your Education

asyou Serve

Grand Rapids Baptist Seminary

Graduate Center of World Missions &Chutill Ministries

Continuing Education and IN-SERVICE M.R.E. DEGREE PROGRAM

What?

« Continuing education for
enrichment and ministry
« In-Service M.R.E. Degree

years or more of ministry
experience .

Who?

«Pastors

< Christian Educators

4 Missionaries

Program for those with five 4 Christian Day School
Administrators

* Those seeking

How?

Home study through
extension courses
Resident study through:
—Short Seminars
—Summer Sessions
—Semester Study

enrichment study

For more information write:
Continuing Education dept. 3
Grand Rapids Baptist Seminary
1001 East Beltline. N.E.

Grand Rapids, Mf49505

We welcome all applicants regardless of race, color, sex.
national pr ethnic origin, or physical handicap who are per-
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The Nature O fPeter's Statement In Acts 2:38

1 The Terminology of this verse is not so strange when one considers the fact that
baptism as an outward sign of repentance and remission of sins was not a new thing to
the people of Palestine, or to Judaism as a whole. The command therefore “Repent and
be baptized” (double imperative: metanoesate kai baptisthetoj would actually result in
no undue surprise among these people of Israel.

John the Baptist had previously come “preaching a baptism of repentance in order to
(unto) forgiveness of sins” (eis aphesin hamartion): practically the same expression as in
Acts 2:38. The major difference between John’s baptism and the baptism in Acts 2:38 is

that the latter was linked to the name of Christ and the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Both John and the Lord Jesus Christ
had sounded the call to repent (Matt.
3:2; 4:17, etc.); both were associated
with water baptism: John baptized in
water as an evidence of repentance,
and Christ Himself was baptized by
John —not, of course, to show repent-
ance but as a fore-announcement of the
Lord’s identification with and substi-
tutionary sacrifice for sinners. Repent-
ance was an essential element in the
declaration of the good news of salva-
tion and forgiveness of sins. Cf. Acts
3:19; 8:22; 17:30; 20:21; 26:20.

Hence the statement of Peter in 2:38
was actually given as directed by the
Holy Spirit in language which was
understandable by his hearers. At least
the terminology dealt with something
not unfamiliar to them. John’s baptism
was a baptism of repentance (Acts
13:24; 19:4), and Christian baptism was
likewise (2:38), but John’s baptism
pointed ahead to Christ (19:4), and
passed out of use when the Lord came.
Christian baptism followed faith in
Christ (16:31ff); was connected with
His Name (2:38; 8:16, etc.), which was
apparently invoked by the person bap-
tized (22:16). It signified the washing
away (forgiveness) of sins (22:16).

2. Peter first commanded the people to
repent (metanoesate). Repentance
involves a turning from sin to God in
contrition. The one act of turning to God
from sin involves three aspects: repent-
ance, faith, conversion. Whenever repent-
ance is associated with faith and conver-
sion, it comes first (Mark 1:15; Acts
3:19; 20:21; Heb. 6:1, etc.). Repent-
ance is the change of heart and mind
based upon knowledge; faith is the move-
ment of the spirit toward God. and con-
version is the issue of both in salvation.

3. Peter then urged them to be baptized
in water. In view of the fact that the first
command in his counsel is “repent,” this
implies that both faith and conversion are
also involved. And water baptism is the
evidence that repentance, faith, and
conversion are real and it is obedience to
a command. Because baptism is in this
manner so closely connected with the
turning of the sinner to God, it is includ-
ed in Peter’s counsel. Baptism is the first
public evidence of salvation, unless
confession be considered first.*

4. Note carefully how this command by
Peter was obeyed and carried out. See vs.
41. This clarifies the issue of repentance
and baptism in vs. 38 with divine simpli-
city. Observe the following considera-
tions: '

1) The people first received the

Word. It was Peter’s sermon, but
Holy Spirit-inspired and God’s own
words, for it is now recorded in this
* chapter. No mistake can be. made

*> asta the-Gontants of th?»5e/jpprw........

(2) Then, having received the Word,
they were baptized in water. The re-
ception of the Word was to the
saving of the soul. This involves faith
and conversion as well as repentance.
Baptism then followed, which was
the outward evidence that they had
repented, moved in faith, and were
converted - i.e., they believed the
Word and were saved.

(3) Thus by no stretch of the
imagination can Peter’s counsel be
construed in the light of the entire
passage, to mean that salvation is
contingent upon baptism. No careful
interpreter will so construe it. If it
should be so interpreted, it will
usually be found that the inter-

preter held some preconceived
notion for which he is seeking
support.

It is not essential to depend upon a
crossing of the clauses in vs. 38 for the
solution to the problem. The above is a
legitimate solution and it has not been
necessary to fall back upon theology to
enforce it. | have simply turned to the
context in which vs. 38 occurs. How-
ever, we should not hesitate to turn to
the realm of theology and doctrine for
help and support when there is some
question as to the grammar involved.

The views of Robertson and Dana-
Mantey are good and well worthwhile.
The Dana-Mantey commentary on Acts
2:38, p.104 is not entirely theological
in character, but both grammatically
and interpretatively sound. It refers to
the use of eis in key passages as well as
to doctrinal or theological adjuncts.

The reading “in the name of Jesus
Christ” (epi to onomati lesou Christou)
appears in the large majority of sources,
although the English Revisers prefer en
for ejri. The latter reading - epi, both
Nestle and TR - is best, and designates
the name (revelation) of Jesus Christ as
the foundation of the baptism. It involves
Him in that act as being what His name
conveys: the revelation of the sinner’s
only hope, His Saviour, Justifier, Lord,
and final Judge. The preposition eis
which is used with “name” rather fre-
quently, may have been avoided here
because eis follows in the next clause.

The following clause “for file remission
of your sins” (eis aphesin ton hamartion
humon) is not misplaced, but states the
motive, or object which should move
them to repent and be baptized. It en-
forces the whole command — not one
part of it to the exclusion of the other.
Eis is used occasionally to mean “with
respect to” - “in order to” - and | see
no reason why it may not be so rendered
in vs. 38 - i.e. with respect to, or in order
to — the forgiveness of your sins. It is
grammatically correct and a legitimate
renderingiOf the preposition,eis. The pre-
posttiaiu,als®.epccwss, ip, plapes where it
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News
From

Sky View Ranch

SUMMER RANCH UPDATE

JUNIORS
June 15 Room for 75 more
July 6 Room for 35 more
July 27 Room for 45 more
TEENS
June 22 Room for 75 more
July 13 Room for 25 more
Aug. 3 Room for 125 more
FAMILY
June 29 Full
July 20 Room for 100 more
Aug. 10 Room for 90 more

REPORT ON MEN’S RETREAT

110 men gathered from central and
northern Ohio for Skyview’s annual
Men’s Retreat. Approximately 40 men
worked on Thursday accomplishing many
needed tasks. A special word of com-
mendation to First Baptist Church of
Medina and Faith Baptist Church of
Defiance for sending the largest groups.

Missionary Stan Brittain brought excel-
lent Bible messages and burdened our
hearts for the field of England.

Next year’s dates will be May 13-15.

THANK YOU FOR PRAYING

Henry (Dutch) Wolff is back full time
in his job as Ranch Foreman, having
fully recovered from his recent surgery.
This indeed is a blessing from heaven as it
is less than three months since his major
surgery.

NOTE THIS CHANGE

By order of the Trustee Board no
athletic shorts will be permitted on
staff or ranchers during any week. Our
Ranch policy on shorts is this: “Jeans
and cut-offs may be worn for activities.
They must be of modest length —mid-
thigh required.” Please do not send your
ranchers to Skyview with athletic shorts

denotes purpose, regularly with the
infinitive, and in some other places with-
out the infinitive. | do not concur with
the opinions of those who render eis
here as “basis, ground.”

Peter quite simply says that the people
of Israel must repent, which includes

faith and conversion, with respect to the .

forgiveness of their sins, and that obe-
dience to baptism must follow. Verse 41
shows conclusively that the converts
understood and followed the correct
order, or at least were brought to the
proper understanding of it and followed
it.

Acts 10:4348 also records incontro-
vertibly the correct order of repentance,
faith, and conversion, and supports
completely the testimony of Acts 2:38.

that will cause embarrassment. This rule
will be enforced.

RANCH PRESENTATIONS

Administrator William Russell and Pro-
gram Director Tom Farlow are avail-
able for meetings and presentation of
the Ranch ministry. Call (216)674-7511
or (216)6744600.

HELP WANTED!!

Couple or single person for houseparent
position in group home.

CONTACT:
Regular Baptist
Children's Agency
St. Louis, Michigan 48880
Phone: (517)681-2171

SPECIAL
GROUP INSURANCE

Church Officials take note!

Save up to 40% in premiums on church and
property insurance when 50 or more
churches are insured as a group.

Each church would have a complete church
package policy and would save up to 40% in
cost from what is now being paid because of
the group rate.

Thousands of dollars could be saved if all of
the Independent Baptist Churches were in-
sured as a group.

Phone: (419)474-8845
or Write:
Rock — Enis Ins. Agency
4062 Monroe Street
Toledo, Ohio 43606

Ministry to

through

CHURCHPLANTING
in the UNITED STATES

The Galilean Baptist Mission has been plant-
ing New Testament Baptist churches since
1952. Through this ministry, 49 indepen-
dent Baptist churches and a Christian day
school have been established. At present,
17 churches are being established.

WBaptist Mission
3120 LEONARD NE,
GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49505
616/949-9320
An approved agency of General Association of
Regular Baptist Churches.

MARANATHA VILLAGE

WHAT A PLACE TO LIVE
Join the active group your own age— morning
devotions, our own church and social life.

Four sizes— DUPLEXES— one floor

MOBILE HOMES— TRAVEL TRAILERS

A community for our born-again Regular Baptists

Write for Brochure

Regular Baptist Fellowship, Inc.
3945 Arbuckle Road < Sebring, FL 33870 < 813/385-7897






