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=' V. Ben Kendrick, Deputation Coordinator

ON TARGET 
WITH

(Baptist Mid-Missions) MISSIONS
The Fall 1982 issue of the MESSAGE from ASSOCIATION OF BAPTISTS FOR 

WORLD EVANGELISM contains an interesting article entitled, “Starting from Scratch.”
Mel and Ruby Pittman joined the ABWE family in 1978. They had previously served in 

West Africa in medical bush evangelism and thus came to ABWE with vast experience be
hind them.

Their latest challenge is Gambia where once again they are experiencing God’s blessing 
°n their efforts to establish a medical center in the village of Ndungu Kebbeh among the 
Wolof-speaking people. The population of Gambia is approximately 98% Muslim but even 
with this near total saturation of Muslims, there is freedom of religion.

When Brother Pittman was asked why he wanted to go to Gambia to preach to the few 
Muslims who would listen, instead of going to a place like Japan where he could preach 
to thousands, he answered, “the Bible says, ‘Go ye into all the world and preach the gos
Pel to every creature,’ and Gambia is a part of that world.”

Ndungu Kebbeh is surrounded by thirteen other villages. There is a total population of 
some nine thousand people none of whom had ever heard the gospel before the arrival of 
Mel and Ruby.

Do the Pittmans have a vision for the area to which God has called them? The answer is 
found in their prayers as they ask God to send them a doctor, two nurses, a dentist, Bible 
translators, literacy workers, evangelists, Bible school teachers and church planters. A big 
prder? Yes, but not too big for our God! Mel and Ruby are anxiously and excitedly look- 
Wg forward to the answers to their prayers.

The beach head is established. A toe hold has been gained. The foundation is being pre
pared for a far greater outreach. The future is just as bright as the promises of God’s
Word.

A computer is not the latest news at BAPTIST MID-MISSIONS’ home office, but it 
does provide daily benefits for the work. I have asked John Boyes, Baptist Mid-Missions’ 
computer programmer to share with you readers some of the fascinating things happening

this particular area of the ministry.
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‘‘The computer at Baptist Mid-Missions 
ls an integral part of the accounting pro
cess. The first and primary area of com
puterization is the function of presenting 
financial receipts to the donors. As a part 
°f this process the missionary is notified 
°f the gift so that they may also properly 
acknowledge the gift.

“In an average month we will process
9.000 receipts with gifts for 1,000 miss
ionary accounts. The computer allows 
the information from the receipt to be 
entered once and then be used for the 
nussionary statement and other account
ing purposes.

“ One of the responsibilities as a mission agency is keeping churches who request infor
mation about missionaries informed as to their current status. We are able to use the com
puter to analyze recent gifts for each missionary to determine who their supporting 
churches are and in what amounts they give. This allows accurate information to be given 
to the churches which request it.

“Currently we are in the process of moving our mailing list of 20,000 names from 
addressograph plates to the computer. This will allow us to have only one copy of every 
address. When a change is made it will affect all applicable mailing lists as well as the 
address to which the receipts are sent.

‘The computer in many areas has allowed us to increase our speed, improve our accur
acy and decrease the amount of time that the donor has to wait to hear from us.”

From a work starting from scratch to computer programming, we can see the progress 
°f missions. Excitement accompanies every step. The mounting of a wind charger for 
electricity; scanning the terminal screen for information; burning bricks for the new dis
pensary; running off the hundreds of financial statements; doing minor surgery in the 
bush by the light of a kerosene lamp; providing challenge and meeting the challenge in 
Missions is one of the greatest blessings of fulfillment that one can experience.
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Three Timothy Awards 
Same F am ily______

David, Melanie, Rob Helmick

Whipple Avenue Baptist Church of Can
ton, Ohio proudly recognizes three mem
bers of the Robert Helmick family of 
Massillon, Ohio. Rob 16, was Whipple 
Avenue’s original recipient of the Tim
othy Award. This past year, Melanie, 13, 
and David, 14, each received their Timothy 
Award. All three Helmicks continue in 
the AWANA program with Melanie in her 
final year in Guards and Dave and Rob 
active in the Shipmates program.

Bethlehem Recreated
First Baptist of GaHon observed 

Christmas this year in a most unusual 
way. A street in Bethlehem, as it existed 
at the time of the birth of Christ, was 
erected in the lower church auditorium. 
Shops, homes, workshops, and the man
ger were constructed and furnished with 
items of that time period. Merchants, 
tradesmen, soldiers, and prophets, dressed 
in authentic costumes, all were seen in 
this authentic street.

The public was invited to walk through 
the street on December 22nd from 7 to 
9 p.m. They were met at the entrance to 
the street by “census takers.” This way, 
even yisitors were involved in this special 
Christmas observance.

Joan Shroyer was in charge of this spe
cial project. The entire scene and con
struction was done by members of the 
church. Approximately 65 people were 
involved.

Pastor of First Baptist, Galion is John 
Dantuma.

AVAILABLE FOR 
Pulpit Supply

REV. WILFRED BOOTH
425 Apt. 115 

Broadmeadows Blvd.
Columbus, Ohio 43214 
Phone: (614)885-3052

$4.95
postpaid

A
WORLD

OF
TREASURE

short stories 
for Christian reading

by V. BEN and NINA 
KENDRICK

Dr. Ben Kendrick and Nina’s stories 
are not merely entertaining but are 
also spiritually instructive. We all 
tend to team better if truth is pre
sented attractively. Certainly that is 
accomplished in this book.

Ernest Pickering, Th.D., Pastor 
Emmanuel Baptist Church 

Toledo, Ohio

PULPIT SUPPLY 
or INTERIM

HAVE PARTIAL SUPPORT TO 
WORK WITH SMALLGROUP  

OR CHURCH  
EARLS. NEWKIRK

4715 Sullivant Ave.-Lot 122 
Columbus, Ohio-43228 

(614) 870-6547

“Uncle Ben” and “Aunt Nina” are 
loved as second parents by many 
MKs (missionary kids). They are 
two of the hardest workers who have 
crossed my path. No physical or 
mental effort is spared doing their 
God-appointed task.

William Fusco, D.D., President 
Denver Baptist Bible College 

Broomfield, Colorado

BAPTIST MID-MISSIONS
4205 Chester Ave., Cleveland, OH 44103

Frank has suffered abuse. . . both physical and mental. 
He has been neglected, abandoned and has severe 
behavioral problems. H e’s insecure, unstable, rebellious 
and behind in school.

CAN ANYONE HELP A CHILD LIKE THIS?
Yes! The RBCA is a unique ministry designed to salvage 

young lives fo r  the cause o f  Christ. ' Many children, 
like Frank, come to us fo r  help with the clothes on 

their backs . . . and that’s all! Lack o f  funds prohibit many 
from  receiving help who are awaiting admission.

Regular
Baptist
Childrens
A 3 e n c y

and
Riverside

Baptist
Campus

Will y£u “HELP SPONSOR A C H ILD " like Frank? By 
sending your monthly support o f  $25 . . . $50 . . . $75 . . .  or 
$100 per child you will help us minister to the spiritual, educa
tional, social, emotional and behavioral needs o f  these children.

W E NEED YO U! For enlistment form s to “HELP SPONSOR 
A CHILD "call us or write to:

NORM BOSWORTH, Executive Director

Regular Baptist Children’s Agency
214 North Mill Street 

St. Louis, Michigan 48880 
Phone: (517) 681-2171




