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52,000 immigrant
children and the call
to love outsiders

resident Obama’s request for

$3.7 billion to aid 52,000 young

Central America migrants

seeking a home here has sparked
outrage among many.

Nearly $4 billion is a large amount of
money; but what'’s concerning is not the
expenditure of funds, so much as the
question of why the children are here.

Why are the children here?

All of us should be concerned that there are
52,000 children being held in what amounts
to refugee centers. Why are they coming to
the U.S.? What is bringing them across the
border? They aren’t here to get free medical
care or exploit our government. These are
children, not criminals. Even at 16 or 17
years old, children don’t understand how
to mastermind an economic strategy for
escaping their homeland and making their
lives better or easier somewhere else.

The reason the children are here is
because their parents are sending them.
These families live in an extremely insecure
environment and want a better life for their
children. Ironically, a trip to the U.S. doesn't
even guarantee safety. Coyote marketers
promise safe passage for the children,
but fail to deliver. In the same way we get
scammed by telemarketers, these couriers
market a better life in the U.S. Oftentimes,
the children end up sexually abused, sold
into sex trafficking, or initiated into drug
gangs. Yet these families are desperate
enough to take a chance, even one that seems
insane to us.

But we can understand these parents, can’t
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we? After all, it’s not unique to American society that parents
should love and protect their children. Parents who send their
children across Mexico into the U.S. are clearly afraid for
their children’s safety. There must be something seriously
dangerous in their home environments for them to go to such
an extreme. It’s not hard to sympathize with that, whether
these choices are ultimately right or wrong.

Parents in East Germany felt this tension during the Cold
War. We heard story after story of East Germans doing this,
and we were cheering their kids across the border-illegally,
mind you. We sympathized then, and we should sympathize
now.

How should Christians respond?

As Christians, we simply need to be more like Christ in how
we respond. The children are here and need care. Let’s not
shout from the rooftops, “Send these criminals back!” Such
a calloused response is irresponsible and inconsiderate; it
simply won't do.

We don't punish the children because their parents may
have acted negligently or naively; we love children that God
brought into the world, no matter how they got here. If a
woman gives birth and then gives her child away, we don’t say,
“That mother is irresponsible! Let the kid suffer!” No, we adopt
the child. This situation is no different.

A Christian immigration policy does not have to be an
open border policy. Don’t misunderstand. But the Lord will
not punish anyone for taking care of children, even ones we
erroneously think don’t deserve care. Kudos to anyone seeking
to take care of them-even an administration that we regularly
disagree with on a variety of subjects.

What about the broader issues?

First, we need to enforce immigration laws on domestic
companies. It's not irrational to assume that we spend more
money on trying to shut down drug production than we spend
on domestic laws preventing consumption. It doesn’t make
sense to spend more money enforcing laws on foreigners than
on our own citizens who are creating the illegal market to
begin with.

More importantly, there’s an economic invitation to migrant
workers. We're paying at least 12 million undocumented
workers extremely low wages and keeping it from the
government. Then we say, hypocritically, “Oh by the way,
we hate that you illegal immigrants are sneaking across
our borders!” We allow this workforce to massively shape
our economy while not providing them with basic human
protection. Fearing deportation, they’'re hesitant to go to the
hospital when they’re sick or call the police when they’'re
victimized.

We won't solve this problem by attacking other countries’
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drug lords or sending 12 million immigrants back to
their countries. We need to enforce sufficient laws
upon domestic companies, to the point of shutting
them down. The workers come across the border
because the market exists.

Second, we need to create some kind of realistic
worker permit system for foreign workers. The truth
is, these workers support our economy; we can'’t
pretend otherwise. Not only do we need these workers
to be here legally, but we should go a step further
and find a way to appropriately appreciate them for
keeping prices low at the local Walmart.

Finally, we need to stop confusing the issues.
Documentation problems and criminality are not the
same thing. A person can get a speeding ticket and not
be involved in criminal prosecution. These immigrants
aren’t criminals because they’re immigrants. We
simply have an immigration problem.

Moreover, we have to stop confusing non-English
speakers with criminals. We shouldn't say, “Well if
they aren’t willing to learn our language, they need
to get out!” Remember, English is not our language;
it’s English. We must be careful how we speak of
undocumented immigrants, guarding ourselves
against racial insensitivity.

Scripture tells us that if we don't treat outsiders
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well, God is not going to treat us well. This does not
mean we shouldn’t have reasonable laws and borders
that define us, but we should always treat human
beings as God prescribes for us throughout all of
Scripture-with love and mercy.

This article first appeared at erlc.com.
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