


Christian coaching staff that will en­
courage a godly attitude as well as ath­
letic aptitude. Last year a girls volleyball 
camper received Christ as her Saviour. 
Later, each evening, coaches spend 
additional time with campers in devotion­
al meetings in the dorms.

The cost to register for any o f the 
camps is $160 if the camper is in resi­
dence at the college. This reduces to 
$110 i f  the camper commutes.

Is a sports camp a leisure holiday 
playing at a little soccer, volleyball, or 
basketball? “ No way,”  states one o f the 
participating coaches. “ Our schedule 
runs from ‘get-up’ to ‘get-in-bed.’ It 
includes chapel, meals, devotions, films, 
intense instruction, and competition. 
Each camper will receive a personal 
evaluation o f his or her abilities along 
with a Cedarville College T-shirt and 
certificate. There will even be some 
trophies to earn.”

Grand Rapids 
Baptist College 
and Seminary

1001 East Beltline Ave. N.E.,
Grand Rapids, Mich. 49505 .

SEMINARY OFFERS 
SUMMER CLASSES 

The Grand Rapids Baptist Seminary 
will again offer four sessions o f summer 
classes. Pastors, missionaries, C.E. di­
rectors, and Christian school administra­
tors who wish to pursue their graduate 
studies may take advantage o f a 32-hour 
in-service Master o f Religious Education 
degree which may be earned in three 
summers of work or less if combined 
with extension courses. Check the class 
list below and contact the Seminary 
office, (616) 994-5300, ext. 278, for 
more information.

May 21-June 8 (no classes Memorial Day)
Systematic Theology 111 

Perspectives of the Church's Mission*
Old Testament Studies III - Prophets 

Leadership Development in the Third World* 
Methods of Hebrew Exegesis 

*these classes end June 1

June 1 1-22
Church History II 

Counseling I 
Ecumenism 

Counseling II 
Exegesis of Ephesian's

June 25-July 6 (no classes July 4)
Principles of Leadership & Administration 

Old Testament Survey 
Total Curriculum Planning 

Doctrine I * *
Christian World & Life View 

“ continuing education students only

July 9-20
School Development & Finance 

Hebrews 
Public Relations

SUMMER OPPORTUNITIES:
IT ’S NOT TOO LATE!

It’s not too late to sign up for the ex­
citing summer programs at the Grand 
Rapids Baptist College! Your family 
won’t want to miss the opportunities 
presented by the Ladies Retreats, June 
4-6 and June 11-13; by the Vocation 
Planning Seminar for young adults, 
June 11-13; and by the Music Camp 
for high schoolers, June 18-30.

For the sports minded, the College 
offers five Comet sports camps. Girls 
Basketball Camp opens this summer 
June 17-22 for girls who have finished 
grades six through eleven. High school 
boys, grades 8-11, have Basketball Camp 
June 24-29. Boys who have completed 
grades 3-7 can attend Basketball Camp 
July 8-13 or 15-20. Coach Roger Haun 
will direct the Basketball Camps. Finally, 
soccer players in grades 3-11 will look 
forward to Soccer Camp August 12-17 
with Coach John Bratcher.

The men’s event o f the summer, the 
annual Golf Retreat, is scheduled for

August 10 and 11 to wrap up the sum­
mer schedule. Dr. Wagner speaks this 
year and Rev. Tom Dolph again directs 
activity on the green.

For information on any o f these pro­
grams, write “ Summer Events,”  Grand 
Rapids Baptist College, 1001 E. Beltline, 
N.E., Grand Rapids, Michigan 49504, or 
call (616) 949-5300.

Faith Baptist 
Bible College

1900 n.w. Fourth St.. Ankeny. IA, 50021

PATRIOTIC CONCERT
On May 4, 1984, the Faith Baptist 

Bible College and area musicians will 
present a patriotic, multimedia concert 
entitled “ God and Country”  at 7:30 p.m. 
in the Gym-Convocation Building. Por­
tions' o f our American heritage will be 
portrayed through music, drama and 
slides. Free passes for limited seating are 
available. For more information write: 
Patriotic Concert, c/o FBBC 1900 NW 
Fourth Street, Ankeny, IA  50021 Phone: 
(515)964-0601.

COMMENCEMENT CONCERT &  
COMMENCEMENT
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Rev. David Graham
The Commencement Concert is sched­

uled for May 17, and Commencement for 
May 18, 1984, at 7:30 p.m. in the Gym- 
Convocation Building. The Commence­
ment address will be brought by Rev. 
David P. Graham, pastor o f Cedar Heights 
Baptist Church, Cedar Falls, Iowa. Sev­
enty-two graduates will join the over 
4,000 alumni serving the Lord around the 
world.
SUMMER SCHOOL

The first term of summer school will 
run from May 21 through June 15, and 
the second term will run June 18-29. 
Matthew, Apologetics, Western Civiliza­
tion Before and After the Reformation, 
Acts, Baptist History, O.T. Law, History 
and Poetry, and Cults are the classes 
scheduled for the first session and Ro­
mans for the second session. All classes 
are tentative pending a sufficient enroll­
ment. For more information, contact the 
Registrar’s Office, FBBC, 1900 NW 
Fourth, Ankeny, IA  50021 or call (515) 
964-0601.

OWE NO MORE IN ’84
A total o f 1,941 commitments or 

$194,000 have been pledged, o f which 
$189,283.46 has been received. Over 700 
individuals and nine churches have given 
their support to this project to erase the 
FBBC bond indebtedness. We praise God 
for their support and appreciate the pray­
ers offered in.behalf o f the College.

VISIT

HAWAII
WITH OTHER BAPTISTS
OCTOBER 1-1Q, 1984
FOR DETAILS CONTACT -

PASTOR RALPH BURNS 
5014 N. PARK DR.

N. OLMSTED, OHIO 44070 
<216)734-1164

by PATRICIA CONANT

BUTTON FAMILY
fO /f  KIDS

Willing To Die
Mommy Button closed the window in the front 

hall. It was a beautiful spring evening, but it was 
getting cool. She glanced at the clock in the hall.
It was 6:20 P.M. She wondered where Daddy 
could be. .

Every year, on the Friday before Easter, the 
Buttons had a very special dinner. After dinner,
Daddy always read the story o f Jesus’ death and 
resurrection. .

Suzy and Bobby eyed the beautiful dinner 
table. The pretty daffodils and tulips in the center 
made the food look even better.

“ When’s Daddy coming home?”  demanded 
Bobby; “ I’m hungry!”  “ Me too!”  added Suzy.

“ I don’t know what’s keeping your father, Mommy answered, “ but it won’t 
hurt any o f us to wait a little longer for him. I ’m sure he’ll be home soon.”

The hall clock finally chimed seven times, and Daddy still was not home. 
Mommy called Bobby and Suzy to her. “ Children,”  she said quietly, “ I think 
we should pray that Daddy will come home safely and soon.”

When Mommy got ready to pray, the telephone rang. Bobby and Suzy watch­
ed as Mommy lifted the receiver.

“ Hello, Button residence,”  she answered. “ Yes,”  Mommy said. Bobby went to 
stand beside her when he saw tears come into her eyes.

Mommy stood listening to the person on the phone for a long time. At last, 
she said “ Thank you,”  and hung up. She sat down and pulled Bobby and Suzy 
close to her.

“ Daddy is fine,”  she began. “ That was Officer Daily on the phone. Your 
father was on his way home from work this evening, and a man tried to rob 
him in the parking lot. Mr. Simmons, from Daddy’s office, tried to help him 
and was shot.”  Suzy began to cry. .

It s all right, Suzy, Mommy comforted. “ The police came in time to catch 
the man who tried to hurt Daddy and Mr. Simmons. Officer Daily said that Mr. 
Simmons will be fine.” ' •

The three Buttons prayed and thanked the Lord for keeping Daddy safe. 
When they had finished, they saw Daddy standing in the living room. He had a 
big smile and a long hug for all o f them. .

Daddy sat in his big chair and took Bobby and Suzy on his lap. Bobby didn’t 
even complain that he was too old for that. Mommy sat close too.

“ When Mr. Simmons saw that I was in trouble, he ran to help me,”  Daddy 
said. “ He knew the man had a gun, but he was willing to risk his life to save 
me.”  •

 ̂ s like Jesus!’ declared Bobby. “ He was willing to die to save us.”
That s right,”  said Daddy, “ but Jesus did die to save us from sin. All o f man­

kind was in trouble because o f sin. Jesus, who had never sinned, came to save 
even those who wanted to kill Him.

Now, because o f what He did for us, if  we accept Him as our Savior we 
have eternal life with Him.”

“ I’m so happy that Mr. Simmons cared enough to help you, Daddy!”  cried 
Suzy.

Yes, Mr. Simmons has helped all o f us remember how important Jesus’ 
sacrifice is to us,”  said Mommy. “ This is going to be a special Easter for the 
Button family.”  '

The Bible says:
, . . .  Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners . . .

I Timothy 1:15B

THE CLEVELAND HEBREW MISSION 1
P.O. Box 21100, Cleveland, Ohio 44121 I-

1904 Eightieth Anniversary 1984 f
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V. Ben Kendrick, Deputation Coordinator

ON TARGET 
WITH

(Baptist Mid-Missions)

MISSIONS
MAKING MISSIONS COME ALIVE! As I read this caption in the February, 1984, 

issue of the BAPTIST BULLETIN, I knew that I just had to read on. Believe me, I 
was not at all disappointed in the article and pictures that filled page fourteen. In fact, 
what I read made such an impression on me that I want to share some o f it with you.

“ Missions activities in Regular Baptist churches continue to show faith, dedi­
cation and creativity. For instance . . . .
“ Highview Avenue Baptist in Akron, Ohio, had their own ‘Highview Infor- 
missions.’ It began with a challenging EVANGELICAL BAPTIST MISSION film 
for the whole congregation. Then the people were divided into five equal groups. 
Four of these represented parts of the world in which missionaries supported 
by the church are serving: Africa, South America (Mexico was also included in 
this one), the Orient and the U.S.A. Then one additional room represented the 
mission agencies. The rooms were decorated to take on the atmosphere o f the 
particular missionary endeavor in that place, with artifacts, pictures, maps, 
authentic costumes worn by people in each room and even appropriate ethnic 
music. In each one, those in the ‘touring’ groups were given information, recent 
missionary-compiled prayer sheets, prayer cards, pamphlets and mementos. And 
as the groups visited the various rooms, they had a time o f prayer for mission­
aries represented.
“ After the groups had visited all the rooms, they gathered in the church fellow­
ship hall for ethnic refreshments.
“ Said a church official, ‘We feel the evenings served to draw the entire church 
family closer together in our burden for missions.’ ”

BAPTIST BULLETIN, February, 1984

Speaking of a burden for missions, did you know there are more than 22 million His- 
panics in the United States? The ASSOCIATION OF BAPTISTS FOR WORLD 
EVANGELISM has sent me some interesting data on this subject. By 1985, the His­
panic population will be the largest ethnic group in America. In view o f this expanding 
mission field, ABWE’s Church Planting - USA program is reaching out to this fast­
growing group o f people.

Rev. and Mrs. William Large, former ABWE missionaries to Peru, South America, 
are working with Cubans, Puerto Ricans and Costa Ricans in Central Florida. Rev. 
and Mrs. Terry Armstrong, former missionaries in Peru and Colombia, are laboring 
in South Jersey to reach the 45,000 Spanish-speaking people in the Vineland area.

Both the Larges and the Armstrongs are conducting Bible studies in the homes o f 
Spanish-speaking folk. The Armstrongs’ goal is to be working with sixty people in ten 
Bible studies by October 1, 1984. In the Newfield Baptist Church in New Jersey, 
Terry Armstrong teaches a Spanish Sunday school class. They anticipate a morning 
service in Spanish in the near future.

The Larges report twenty-nine in attendance at a recent Sunday service. Their love 
for the Latins is evident in their diligent labors to bring them to Christ.

ABWE is looking for prospective missionaries to minister to Hispanics and other 
ethnic groups in the United States. Pray as this new area o f ministry is developed in 
our Church Planting - USA program.

The news is out. BAPTIST MID-MISSIONS has announced the starting o f a Medical- 
Evangelistic ministry in Bangladesh. One o f the first major building projects is the 
ALLAN E. LEWIS CHRISTIAN HOSPITAL. Spearheaded by missionary Frank Patter­
son, the many meetings with government officials finally resulted in an official ap­
proval to establish a work. The Bangladesh government directed Frank to locate the 
hospital in the northwest section o f the country - the exact area where Frank and 
others had felt to be the Lord’s choice. With some 100 million people living in aland 
area no larger than the state o f Wisconsin, you can easily understand why Dr. Allan 
E. Lewis wrote to the churches here in America, “ We are giving you the opportunity 
to reach five million Bengalis with the Gospel through medical evangelism.”  *

More than once, it looked like the end had come for any further negotiations. 
Even the Bangladesh attorney at one point said, “ I am concerned that we will never 
make it.”  Make it they did! Landowners were paid for their part o f the land where 
the future mission work would operate. Eight and one-half acres o f land were marked 
out and paid for by the missionaries.

Work has begun. Culverts are in place and access roads ready for use. A protective 
wall around the property is underway. The first outpatient unit is projected for com­
pletion by the end of this year. The ALLAN E. LEWIS CHRISTIAN HOSPITAL needs 
your prayer and financial support.

PR AY FOR THE PEACE O F  JERUSALEM  
That through your mercy they also may obtain mercy

Rest homes 
Door-to-door 
Personal contacts 
Bible classes

Bessie Byers 
Carolyn Renner

HEBREW AND CHRISTIAN 
SOCIETY

4014 Stilmore Road, South Euclid, Ohio 44121 
a ministry of BAPTIST MID-MISSIONS

Serving Him 
Thru Hymns

It’s 6:00 a.m., the clock radio signals 
it ’s time to get up with whatever music 
the disk jockey selects. As soon as you’re 
up and dressed, the TV goes on and is 
tuned to the cable weather channel where 
music is playing. You go out and get into 
your car to go to work and as soon as the 
key is turned on, so is the radio. More 
and more industries and places of busi­
ness have music playing over the inter­
com. In homes where the TV  is on most 
o f the day and night, music accompanies 
most programs and commercials. Almost 
everywhere we turn Christians are con­
fronted with music, most o f which is not 
pleasing to the Lord.

What music is right for the Christian? 
It’s easier to determine what music is 
wrong for the Christian. “ Music that does 
not construct a worshipful frame o f mind 
or illicits an anti-Christian emotion or 
appeals to the flesh instead o f the spirit is 
WRONG for the Christian.”

Music is big business in America. 
Drivers have to have music to drive with. 
Workers must have music to work with. 
Students have to have music to get ready 
for school and to study with. Diners have 
to have music to dine with. Shoppers 
have to have music to shop with. Doctors 
and dentists have to have music to prac­
tice with. Hospitals have TV ’s complete 
with music to be sick with, and funeral 
homes even have music to die with.

The entertainment industry supplies all 
these demands with records, tapes, and 
videos which are used on TV, radio and 
live concerts all over the country and 
around the world.

How does a Christian escape from this 
secular music influence?

Can a Christian live among these influ­
ences and be unaffected?

Does a few minutes o f gospel music on 
Sunday morning, Sunday evening and 
Wednesday night, plus a few hours a year 
o f other special services, counter-balance 
the daily secular music influence?

You say there are gospel records, tapes, 
concerts as well as Christian TV programs 
and radio stations? Yes, but are Christians 
using and supporting them? Especially 
the younger generation?

How much o f the gospel music that is 
available is pleasing to the Lord?

How often is music sung or played by an 
individual or a group that appears to be 
more for their glory than for the glory of 
the Lord?

What is the answer to this problem and 
these questions?

The Hymnknowledgy Revival Founda­
tion believes that the solution is in the 
devotional life of each indvidiual Christ­
ian, young and old. We believe that our 
Christian churches, schools and homes 
need revival. But, revivals start in the 
hearts and minds o f individual Christians.

USE YOUR COMPUTER 
TO LEARN YOUR BIBLE

We have programs that teach­
— Bible Characters 

— Books of the Bible 
—Scripture Memory 

—Bible Geography 
For use at

Home, Church, School 
Use with Commodore Vic-20,64 

and
Radio Shack Color Computers

For information write to:
DAVID and JONATHAN 

COMPUTER SOFTWARE
205 State St. N. 

Rochester, Ohio 44090

How do you become a revived Christ­
ian? Obedience to the Word o f God!

The Hymnknowledgy Revival Foun­
dation realizes the problem every Christ­
ian has with their personal relationship 
with their Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Satan does not want a Christian to have a 
personal close relationship with Christ.

God gave man a mind and the freedom 
to choose. Satan uses the battleground o f 
the mind to distract the Christian from 
“ Living For Jesus”  and he uses music to 
constantly inundate and infiltrate non­
Christian ideas.

If we don’t realize the problem and 
choose to do something about it, Satan’s 
job will get easier and easier.

Can we just sit back and ignore the situ­
ation? Maybe you can, but I can’t. I 
know it won’t do much good to speak 
out against the kind of music Christians 
are listening to, because nobody wants 
to be told. However, we know that the 
Holy Spirit can through the Word o f God. 
So, we are compiling a devotional aid, a 
366-day devotional book called “ Hymn 
Inspirations.”  Each o f the articles in the 
months to come are a one-day excerpt 
from the book. Dr. Woodrow W. Kroll, 
President o f Practical Bible Training 
School in Johnson City, New York, is 
editing the book and providing the de- 
votionals to go along with the familiar 
hymn and its background. We trust that 
it will be a help for the reader, which the 
Holy Spirit can use to lead them into the 
Word where ideas and attitudes can be 
changed through obedience to the Word 
o f God.

If  you can see we have a problem, and 
i f  you would like to become a part o f this 
crusade or if  you would like more infor­
mation about the Hymnknowledgy Re­
vival Foundation and “ Hymn Inspir­
ations,”  please contact us at the address 
below:

Serving HIM Thru Hymns,
Douglas A. Snow I 
169 Corliss Ave.
Johnson City, N.Y. 13790

INTERESTED IN
“ MUSIC THAT MINISTERS”

WRITE: DOUGLAS A SNOW
Hymnknowledgy Revival Foundation 

169 Corliss Avenue 
Johnson City, N.Y. -13790 ____

by
V. BEN  and NINA  

KENDRICK

A World of Treasure is a
collection of short stories 
gathered from years of 
experiences in missionary 

$ 4 .9 5  service.

Send your order now. Make your check 
payable to Baptist Mid-Missions.

b a p t i s t  m i d -m i s s i o n s

4205 Chester Ave., Cleveland, OH 44103

BO O KS

by
V. BEN KEN DRICK

Buried Alive for Christ and Flight 
from Death are full of dynamic short 
stories. Battle for Yanga is a
missions novel depicting the trials 
and blessings of Gods people in
Africa $3.95



Our Obligation To Assemble
by Pastor John Morrow, Faith Baptist, Oxford

We live in a day when most believers are very busy with many legitimate and worth­
while activities which make up the total composite o f Christian responsibility. Organi­
zations to which we belong seem to have in common the characteristic o f demanding 
more and more o f our time. There is no limit to the extent o f involvement to which we 
may go i f  we yield to the pressures o f need and loyalty. The local churches to which we 
belong are no exception in this matter. Often our spirituality seems to be measured by 
our activity in the church. Greater and greater involvement becomes the important focus 
o f our so-called “ growth in Christ.”  Many demands are made for participation in impor­
tant, worthwhile and often necessary programs o f one kind or another as well as our 
attendance at the regular services. Add to these demands the pressures o f family and 
employment responsibilities and we have the makings o f the potentially explosive tension 
that produces nervous, irritable, guilty, depressed and emotionally weary saints.

We cannot say “ No” to family responsibilities and we dare not say “ No”  to most o f 
our employment responsibilities. It is likewise extremely difficult to say “ No”  to church 
activities and responsibilities that are put upon us by peer pressure, leadership disfavor 
and our basic desire to be faithful in service to our Lord, while not being a discourage­
ment to others. We must find a balance. We have to be able to sort out necessary responsi­
bilities from unnecessary responsibilities. We must be able to determine mandatory in­
volvement and optional involvement. What is obligatory and what is voluntary? These 
decisions are involved with our commitments in every walk o f life and they have a defin­
ite bearing upon our obligation to assemble with the local church. What that obligation 
is becomes o f paramount importance when we are seeking to preserve the balance that is 
necessary in the important areas o f life. We must avoid shirking any clear and well-defined 
duty to our churches. At the same time, we must avoid over-extension in our churches 
that causes us to shirk other important duties. This can be done! There is a scriptural 
basis for making the discerning choices we have to make.

Hebrews 10:24-25 is an often quoted passage. At first glance, it would seem to add to 
our dilemma by lending force to those who demand total commitment to everything the 
leadership o f the church seeks to do. Unfortunately, this passage has been abusively 
misused in this way. As a closer look is taken, it can be seen that the passage actually 
does not lend itself to the kind o f demanding application that has been made but, instead, 
gives a good guideline for achieving the kind o f balance we need. This text reads:

“ And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: Not for­
saking the assembling o f ourselves together, as the manner o f some is; but exhorting 
one another: and so much the more as ye see the day approaching.”

Verses 24 and 25 go together because verse 24 gives the exhortation ( “ let us---- ” ) and
verse 25 gives a participial phrase which is instrumental in fulfilling that exhortation
(“ not forsaking---- ” ). We are enjoined by this passage to not abandon the assembling o f
ourselves together with our local churches in such a way that we develop a habit o f doing 
so. This is obvious. But what is not so obvious is the extent to which this exhortation 
applies.

The author o f the letter to the Hebrews, under the inspiring direction o f the Holy 
Spirit chose a particular Greek word in referring to the type o f assembly o f which he 
speaks. This word transliterated into English is “ epi-sun-ag-o.”  It is the word “ sunago” 
that has a prepositional prefix (epi) which expands its meaning. The word “ sunago”  
is used to refer to an assembly in a general way. It can be used to describe a small assem­
bly, a large one, a partial assembly, or a total assembly. It normally refers to an assembly 
without regard to size or character. When we review the usages o f “ epi-sunago”  in the 
New Testament, however, we see a more specific meaning. In Matthew 23:37 the word is 
used to describe the gathering o f all o f the people o f Jerusalem together. A complete and 
very large gathering is in view. In Matthew 24:31 the word is used to refer to the gather­
ing o f the total number o f the elect together. In Mark 1:33 we find the word referring to 
the gathering o f the total population o f a city together to watch Christ perform healing 
miracles. In Luke 12.1 the use o f the word is in reference to an “ innumberable multi­
tude,”  thereby again picturing an extremely large number o f people. In II Thess. 2:1 
it is used to describe the gathering o f the totality o f the body o f Christ to the Lord 
Jesus. It appears that epi-sunago has an expanded meaning which conveys the idea o f 
largeness and completeness. It refers to more than just an assembly in general. It refers 
to an assembly with a particular characteristic, that characteristic being that the assem­
bly represents the totality o f a body or group o f people.

The usage o f epi-sunago in Heb. 10:24-25 is referring to the local church assembled in 
its entirety. This is the extent to which the exhortation o f Heb. 10:24-25 applies. The 
wnter is saying that it would be wrong for us to abandon those assemblies o f our local 
church which are for the purpose o f ministry to the entire congregation. All other assem­
blies are optional. Commitment to attend them is voluntary. The optional assemblies 
include auxiliary ministries o f the local church which are not decided upon by the con­
gregation as being for the entire church. Attendance at meetings o f the church such as 
ladies’ groups, men’s prayer meetings, Bible studies, rest home ministries, church fellow­
ships, youth rallies, visitation, etc. are voluntary to the individual members o f a church. 
Such activities are wholesome and good and have a beneficial purpose but attendance is 
not obligatory. Attendance can be encouraged, it can even be expected, but it cannot be 
demanded. There is no scriptural authority for doing so as long as the congregation has 
not decided that they are for everyone in the entire church.

There is a two-sided responsibility in applying this principle in a local church. First, 
the church has a responsibility to its members to not become intrusive into their per­
sonal lives by having too many meetings that require the attendance o f the entire con­
gregation. The church also must diligently seek to hold those meetings which are for the 
entire assembly at such times as best fit the convenience o f the majority o f its members. 
The leadership o f a church must allow the congregation to exercise its right o f choice in 
determining which o f the various activities on its program are, indeed, to be regarded as 
for the entire body. These also must be periodically reviewed on a regular basis. The 
“ stated meetings”  should be clearly registered in the constitution o f a church for all 
prospective members to see so they can decide i f  they agree before becoming a part o f 
that church.

The other side o f the responsibility for applying this principle in the local church rests 
upon the members o f a church. We who are part o f a church must be fully prepared to ful­
fill the scriptural obligation to be present when the whole body o f the church is to be 
assembled. We should be willing to do this to the very best o f our ability unless providen­
tially hindered by sickness, family emergency, employment, another divinely ordained, 
unbreakable commitment, or some condition which makes attendance hazardous, im­

practical, or impossible. We must choose to properly arrange our priorities so that we can 
fulfill our scripturally mandated commitments to our churches. We should investigate

thoroughly beforehand what those commitments will involve and then do our very best 
to fulfill them once we have decided to take them upon ourselves by becoming part o f a 
church. We should avoid allowing commitment to other activities to negate our responsi­
bility to assemble with our congregations. Where we have a choice, we should regularly 
exercise that choice to be with our church when the entire congregation meets together.

This does not mean that a person may not on occasion choose not to come to a meeting 
o f the congregation. What the scripture warns against in Heb. 10:24-25 is developing the 
habit o f forsaking any or all o f those meetings designed for the entire congregation.

Forsaking comes from a word which means “ to abandon.”  To abandon something is 
to break a close relationship in a way which results in desertion. It has to do with leaving 
one thing because o f a deeper interest in something else. To occasionally miss something 
is not to abandon it. What we need to avoid is the development o f a habit o f missing. A 
habit is developed through an act which at first is willfully chosen, but then is followed 
so regularly that it becomes a practice done almost unconsciously and with little or no 
premeditation. It is not wrong to occasionally miss. It is wrong to habitually miss one or 
more o f the meetings, without a legitimate reason, which have been agreed upon by the 
congregation to be for the entire church.

We find a useful Scriptural guideline in Heb. 10:24-25. It gives us the means by which 
to discern between necessary and unnecessary activities, between mandatory and optional 
responsibilities, between obligatory and voluntary involvement in the local church. After 
fulfilling the minimum requirement o f participation in those functions which are for the 
entire church assembled together, we can then determine how much further into involve­
ment we can go without becoming overextended to the point o f neglecting clearly defin­
ed duties in the other important areas o f life. A proper balance can be achieved. The un­
due pressure can be relieved. We can exercise our sanctified common sense and not feel 
guilty for doing so.

May God grant us the desire and ability to appropriate the whole counsel o f God in this 
matter and to give others the same right as we live to His honor and glory.
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Mid-Bethel Pastors’ 
Fellowship
Beginning Saturday, March 10th the 

Pastors’ Fellowship began a 15-minute 
radio broadcast at 9:45 a.m. on W.Y.A.N. 
in Upper Sandusky. The program is 
called “ Fellowship o f Bethel.”  Each 
pastor in the Fellowship will tape a 
message for the program and also tape 
the station’s morning devotions that are 
used at the beginning o f the day. This 
station was recently purchased by State 
Representative Charles Earl who attends 
Calvary Baptist, Findlay.

PREFERRED RISK INS. CO.
W e  s p e c ia lize  in

• Auto 
• Church 

• Home 
• Life 

• Health

Insurance fo r NON-DRINKERS 
YOUR “ BEST BUY”
Phelps Ins. Agency 

3985 Leather Stocking Trail
Columbus, Ohio 43230 
Phone:(614)471-7171

C la r k s to n  Audio))))))))))

/ \

The
Holt
Bible

The New Testament on Cassette, 
Alexander Scourby narration, King 
James Version, High-Quality Re­
cording, 12 Low-Noise Cassettes 
with case as shown. 100%  
Guaranteed.

*1999
INCLUDING U.P.S. 
O H IO  RESIDENTS 
ADD $1.20 TAX.

HIGH SPEED CASSETTE DUPLICATION
COMPUTER AND AUDIO

=100= =56=
HIGH QUALITY-HIGH VOLUME-BLANKS, PACKAGING A SUPPLIES

Clarkston Audk»)))»))>
400 WOODMAN DR. 513-253*311 3

I  DAYTON, OHIO 45431a




