
Proceedings of the International Conference on Proceedings of the International Conference on 

Creationism Creationism 

Volume 9 
Print Reference: 669 Article 80 

2023 

Using Stromatolites to Rethink the Precambrian-Cambrian Pre-Using Stromatolites to Rethink the Precambrian-Cambrian Pre-

Flood/Flood Boundary Flood/Flood Boundary 

Ken P. Coulson 
San Diego Christian College 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.cedarville.edu/icc_proceedings 

 Part of the Geology Commons 

DigitalCommons@Cedarville provides a publication platform for fully open access journals, 

which means that all articles are available on the Internet to all users immediately upon 

publication. However, the opinions and sentiments expressed by the authors of articles 

published in our journals do not necessarily indicate the endorsement or reflect the views of 

DigitalCommons@Cedarville, the Centennial Library, or Cedarville University and its employees. 

The authors are solely responsible for the content of their work. Please address questions to 

dc@cedarville.edu. 

Browse the contents of this volume of Proceedings of the International 
Conference on Creationism. 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Coulson, Ken P. (2023) "Using Stromatolites to Rethink the Precambrian-Cambrian Pre-Flood/Flood 
Boundary," Proceedings of the International Conference on Creationism: Vol. 9, Article 80. 
DOI: 10.15385/jpicc.2023.9.1.68 
Available at: https://digitalcommons.cedarville.edu/icc_proceedings/vol9/iss1/80 

http://digitalcommons.cedarville.edu/icc_proceedings
http://digitalcommons.cedarville.edu/icc_proceedings
https://digitalcommons.cedarville.edu/icc_proceedings
https://digitalcommons.cedarville.edu/icc_proceedings
https://digitalcommons.cedarville.edu/icc_proceedings/vol9
https://digitalcommons.cedarville.edu/icc_proceedings/vol9/iss1/80
https://digitalcommons.cedarville.edu/icc_proceedings?utm_source=digitalcommons.cedarville.edu%2Ficc_proceedings%2Fvol9%2Fiss1%2F80&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/156?utm_source=digitalcommons.cedarville.edu%2Ficc_proceedings%2Fvol9%2Fiss1%2F80&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.cedarville.edu/
mailto:dc@cedarville.edu
https://digitalcommons.cedarville.edu/icc_proceedings/vol9/iss1
https://digitalcommons.cedarville.edu/icc_proceedings/vol9/iss1/80?utm_source=digitalcommons.cedarville.edu%2Ficc_proceedings%2Fvol9%2Fiss1%2F80&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://www.cedarville.edu/Academics/Library.aspx
http://www.cedarville.edu/Academics/Library.aspx


ABSTRACT
The 550-meter-thick upper Cambrian (Furongian Epoch) Notch Peak Formation of western Utah has over a dozen horizons of meter- to 
multiple-meter-thick sequences of stromatolites that have been correlated with similar stromatolitic beds in the Drum Mountains to the north 
and the Wah Wah mountains to the south, providing a total geographic distribution greater than 2,600 square kilometres. Cambrian stromat-
olitic beds have also been described from other areas in North America that circumscribe what appears to be the ancient coast of the North 
American craton associated with Laurentia. A total of 24 different locations span North America starting in Newfoundland, traveling down to 
the New York area, crossing the southern United States to Texas, then moving over to the region around Utah, California, and Nevada, before 
continuing the trail northward through Idaho, Alberta and on into the Northwest Territories of Canada. These growth structures challenge the 
majority creationist consensus that places the onset of the Flood at, or near, the Proterozoic/Paleozoic boundary. For this latter position to be 
valid, thick, and geographically widespread sequences of stromatolites would necessarily have had to have grown during the initial stages 
of the Flood (in just months), when, according to many creationists upwards of 1000 meters of continental crust was being eroded from the 
craton at almost the same time. For this reason, I propose that processes related to the erosion of the craton and associated with the Great 
Unconformity be placed within Creation Week, thus removing its place as a primary marker for the onset of the Flood.
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