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JULIE MOORE’S 
COOKING CORNER

♦  Tomorrow’s Coffee Cake

3/4 cup butter or margarine, softened
1 cup sugar
2 eggs
2 cups all-purpose flour
1 tsp. baking soda
1 tsp. ground nutmeg
1/2 tsp. salt
1 cup (8 oz.) sour cream
3/4 cup packed brown sugar
1/2 cup chopped pecans or walnuts
1 tsp. ground cinnamon
11/2 cups confectioner’s sugar
3 TBSP. milk

In a large mixing bowl, cream butter and sugar. Add eggs, 
one at a time, beating well after each addition. Combine the 
flour, baking soda, nutmeg, and salt; add to the creamed mix­
ture alternately with sour cream. Pour into a greased 13x9x2” 
baking dish.

In a small bowl, combine the brown sugar, pecans, and 
cinnamon; sprinkle over the coffee cake. COVER AND RE­
FRIGERATE OVERNIGHT.

Remove from refrigerator 30 minutes BEFORE baking. 
Bake, uncovered, at 350 degrees for 35-40 minutes or until a 
toothpick inserted near the center comes out clean. Cool on 
a wire rack 10 minutes. Combine confectioner’s sugar and 
milk; drizzle over warm coffee cake. Yield: 12-15 servings.

en Vogue
• J o e  D u g a n  •

A & E  E d i t o r

Thumbs up to Godiva for a decadent new 
Gold collection, featuring luscious ganahces 
and truffles that redefine the designer choco­
late market.

Thumbs up to Banana Republic and Vera 
Wang for reintroducing high neck coats; 
they’re fergilicious.

Thumbs up to Barak Obama for keeping it 
real in The Audacity o f  Hope

Thumbs down to President Bush for signing 
legislation which strips human rights and 
encourages vigilante justice.

Thumbs up to GAP, Apple, and other major 
corporations for Joining R ed (http://www. 
joinred.com).

Thumbs down to Martin Campbell for a 
truly appalling choice to replace Pierce 
Brosnan in Casino Royale.

“ L a k e  R e n a i s s a n c e ”
• G e n e v a  W i l g u s  •

G u e s t  W r i t e r

There was almost always a full 
moon on the nights we traveled into 
the center of the lake. We swam like 
hunting otters to the middle of the 
glistening water. Into the sleeping 
lake our strokes went deep, propel­
ling pale bodies forward. In an ex­
plosion o f movement we reached our 
destination, flipped over and dove to 
clear depths- trailing after us were 
silvery-white clouds o f effervescent 
fairies dancing in our wake. And in 
every eye the nighttim e panoram a 
glowed dusky purples and creamy 
golds.

Every weekend of sum m er break 
my three cousins and I tram ped 
through silent woods to the lake hid­
ing behind proud sycamores and as­
pens. We spent sapphire-blue days on 
the banks o f Lake Renaissance. We 
sailed over its surface that rippled

like a girl’s hair in the breeze. And 
we bent willow saplings into bower­
like affairs w ith grand names such 
as “Belle A ire” and “M attenburg 
Green”.

At least a few tim es during the 
summer, our parents, aunts and un­
cles traced our footsteps to Renais­
sance and broke the lazy serenity that 
surrounded the lake. Onto soft banks 
the adults brought candy cane bath­
ing tents and loud picnic chairs like 
snapdragons in a field o f lupines. Into 
our sailboats they climbed with flutes 
o f champagne and their laughter re­
flected lightly o ff the south wind.

By nine-o’-clock the adults have 
had their sophisticated full of a won­
derful afternoon out. Their voices 
dawdle behind them  in the still night- 
-we are exchanging glances that re­
lay our anticipation of the upcoming 
nightly excursion made all the more 
sorrowfully im portant because it 
is our last o f the summer. We swim

slower than usual, tw isting to float on 
our backs and count the m illions of 
silver grace notes in the night sky.

O ur eyelids droop as we drifted 
like the newly fallen red and gold 
leaves that shared the same lake 
surface. The moon climbed its lad­
der o f glittering constellations while 
they grew steadily brighter under 
its watchful contemplation. When 
the moon reached its peak, we dove 
down to vespertine depth—the wa­
ter rushing around us soothed tired 
muscles as we pushed closer to the 
underworld of Lake Renaissance.

Suddenly we shoot upwards like 
arrows from  D iana’s bow—resem ­
bling mermen as we break the tran ­
quil lake’s facade. The water tumbles 
in stream ing rivulets out of my hair 
and over my face finding courses 
around my eyes, nose and mouth—un­
til it splashes back into Lake Renais­
sance. The sun has begun to rise.

How to Effectively Organize Your Work Area
• H e i d i  C h a r l t o n  •

S t a f f  W r i t e r

1. Clear the clutter
Throw out old m agazines and 

newspapers, have a specific place to 
put your keys, and sort through mail 
im m ediately instead of letting it ac­
cumulate. Not only w ill your space 
look cleaner, but with everything in 
its place you’ll also be much more or­
ganized.

2. Look up, look down
Your can make tough-to-tackle 

spaces, like under-the-bed and over- 
the-closet, work to your advantage. 
Shoe organizers stored under the bed 
are great for storing smelly sneak­
ers, while bins on wheels can house 
sweaters during the summer months. 
Colorful or decorative baskets can 
hold socks and underwear, blankets, 
or hair driers when placed on top of 
an armoire, shelf, or closet. By mak­
ing good use of these not-so-visible 
places, you can increase your storage 
space and free up more floor space at

the same time.
3. Pick it up
Keep dirty  laundry in a ham per or 

basket instead o f on the floor. Clothes 
strewn all over a room can really de­
tract from the decor and make cloth­
ing selection unbearably difficult. 
Furtherm ore, picking up your clothes 
w ill make you feel more organized, 
even if  tha t’s all you do.

4. W rite it down
Forget Post-Its that fall o ff and get 

lost; use a bulletin or dry-erase board 
for im portant notes or phone m es­
sages. By keeping all im portant no­
tices, appointments, bills, etc. in one 
central location, you will be more 
organized and less likely to forget a 
hot date or your next dentist appoint­
ment.

5. Hang stu ff
Hooks, towel racks, and shoe or­

ganizers often come w ith over-the- 
door capabilities. Adhesive hooks 
are also great space savers for keys, 
jewelry, hats, scarves, or ties. Hang

bulky w inter coats or cumbersome 
bathrobes on garm ent racks or coat 
trees to save precious closet space.

6. Stack stuff
Think vertical: i f  your floor space 

is lim ited, build upward by using 
stackable boxes or bins. Racks or 
shelves make great places to orga­
nize a CD or DVD collection. A side 
note on lending DVDs: consider us­
ing some kind of sign-out list so you 
won’t have to walk up and down the 
halls knocking on doors searching 
for your eighth season of Friends.

7. File it
Filing is a must. Use color-coded 

folders to organize your bills and as­
signments, resumes, and research 
m aterials so you’ll always know 
where to look when Capital One calls 
to announce your late fee.

8. Check out Ikea and Target
These stores have a plethora of

practical organizing tips and sensible 
storage containers at surprisingly ac­
cessible prices.
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