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Autism Research a Personal Matter for Cedarville Student

CEDARVILLE, OHIO — For Cedarville University Doctor of Pharmacy candidate Laura Sjoquist, research is not
just a required component of the Pharm.D. program, but a chance to make a difference and contribute to the
academic conversation in an area of personal passion.

Sjoquist worked with Dr. Justin Cole, vice chair of pharmacy practice and director for the Center for Pharmacy
Innovation, to write an article discussing the role of pharmacists in working with individuals diagnosed with
autism spectrum disorder (ASD). The article was published online through Pharmacy Times.

During spring 2017 semester, Sjoquist met weekly with Cole to complete an independent study on
neurodevelopmental disorders. ASD was one of many disorders discussed during the semester, but it became
the focus for further research due to Sjoquist’s personal connection.

“This is very important to me because | have a family member who is on the spectrum, and just the impact I've
been able to have through my education and advocating for him has been really empowering,” said Sjoquist.
“Writing this article has provided the opportunity to inspire and equip other pharmacists to engage with these
patients.”

To both Sjoquist and Cole, there seems to be a large gap in literature and pharmacy education when it comes
to children with ASD. Their goal in writing the article was to enable pharmacists to engage more with the care
of these young patients.

“We want pharmacists to have the tools and resources to know how to interact well and facilitate excellent care
for children with ASD,” said Cole.

Located in southwest Ohio, Cedarville University is an accredited, Christ-centered, Baptist institution with an
enrollment of 3,963 undergraduate, graduate, and online students in more than 150 areas of study. Founded in
1887, Cedarville is recognized nationally for its authentic Christian community, rigorous academic programs,
strong graduation and retention rates, accredited professional and health science offerings, and leading student
satisfaction ratings. For more information about the University, visit www.cedarville.edu.
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