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SportsandLeisure.
New coach, new players rebuild team

Rebecca Ritzel
Staff Writer

For the Cedarville College soft-
ball team, the ‘97 season has been a
rebuilding year. After tryouts and
several fall tournaments, the team
was left coachless until coming
underthedirection of Dave Gaffner,
assistant director of academic as-
sistance. The team finished the sea-
son with a record of 9-24.

Gaffner made the transition to
softball coach after serving as assis-
tant baseball coach last year. “The
advantage | have isthat | grew up at
atime when I played fast-pitch soft-
ball. I’'m going back to my roots,”
Gaffner said ofhis coaching adjust-
ment.

The seniors have seen four coach-
ing switches. “I appreciate the se-
niors and all they have done to stay
with the softball team and to main-
tain it,” Gaffner said. Seniors Jen-
nifer Cassidy, Michelle Dick, Erika

Miller and Melissa Sprankle were
all key players this season.

Third baseman Millerled the team
with a .442 batting average, 15RBIs
and 12 extra-base hits. “I’ve loved
being partofthe [softball] program,
growing as aperson and as aplayer,
building into other people’s lives,”
she said. Miller, a physical educa-
tion major, would like to coach soft-
ball on the high school level.

Center fielder Sprankle finished
°ff her collegiate career with her
best year at the plate. “We had a
solid group of players this year, and
we had fun on the team,” she said.
An English education major,
Sprankle also sees coaching as a
possibility in her future.

Miller said that the underclass-
men have alot oftalent. Sophomore
outfielder Noella Fisher had the
team’s second highest batting aver-
age of .348. Freshman shortstop
Becky Summers started almost ev-

ery game and kept a batting average
of .290. Sophomores Lara Gyurik
and Bonnie Schaefer, and freshman
Maggie Winkels shared the pitch-
ing duties.

Highlights for the team include
sweeping Rio Grande 9-4 and 8-7
on April 10, and holding Shawnee
State, ranked second in the NAIA,
toonly fourruns. Over Spring Break,
the team trained in Mobile, Ala.,
and played four non-MOC games,
The team also held weekly devo-
tionals, led by Miller’s aunt, Linda
Smith.

Said Gaffner ofthe team’s future,
“We’ve had a decent team this year,
but I want to continue to build. I’ve
enjoyed [coaching]. I’'m planning
onreturning. I look forward to build-
ingonwhatwe’vestartedthisyear.”

The Cedarville softball team fin-
ished its season on April 29 with a
loss against MOC opponent, Mount
St. Joseph.

In theirfinal game, senior softball players were givena surprise sendoffby Dr. Dixon. From leftto rightare freshman trainer Annie
Miller, physical ed. major Erika Miller, English ed. major Jennifer Cassidy, business ed. major Michelle Dick and English
secondary ed. major Melissa Sprankle. Photo by D. Blackburn.

Studentsjoin internet

fantasy baseball league

Jesse Deconto

Staff Writer

April 1 marked the beginning
ofthe 1997 Major League base-
ball season. It also fired the
starter’s pistol for the third an-
nual Dato & Co. baseball fantasy
league. Forthose unfamiliar with
fantasy sports, the concept is
simple—pick the team of Major
League stars which generates the
best statistical performance, and
you win. Points are awarded as
follows:
Batting:
singles X 1
doubles X 2
triples X 3
home runs X 4
RBI1X2
runs X 2
stolen bases X 1
team batting
average X 10,000
Pitching:
wins X 20
saves X 10
strikeouts X 1
innings pitched X 1
10,000/ team ERA

The organization is comprised
of 18 male students from Cedar-
ville, Johns Hopkins University
and the University ofNew Hamp-
shire. To avoiddiluting the talent
pool, the participants were di-
vided into two separate drafts.
Unlike previous seasons, this year
the Cedarville men were split up

inthe player selection sessions. Actu-
ally, because of scheduling conflicts,
all of the hometown boys except
sophomore Steve Goldsworth began
drafting their teams on March 30.

Unfortunately, communication over
the internet was not instantaneous.
The Cactus BBS-mediated culling
assembly was rather laborious. Only
eightoutof26 rounds were conducted
on the night of March 30. The final 18
rounds were held April 3 from 6 to 8
p.m.

During Monday ’s first overall pick,
junior Rob Ament chose the Mari-
ners’ monster southpaw Randy John-
son. The Brock RA explained his
decision. “l needed a good pitcher
because pitching gets the mostpoints,”
he said.

The other first round draftees were
Florida ace Kevin Brown, Seattle
shortstop Alex Rodriguez, his team-
mate Ken Griffey, Jr., Beantown
bomber Mo Vaughn, Chicago’s
southside sluggers Frank Thomas and
AlbertBelle, Giantsjuggernaut, Barry
Bonds, and four-time Cy Young
Award winner Greg Maddux.

The steal of the draft was Detroit
firstbaseman Tony Clark. Less than a
month into the season, the second to
lastpick in the draftis hitting .322 and
already has seven dingers and 24 runs-
batted-in. Of course, such astute
sleeper-selecting should be expected
from Chris Pittenturf, winner of the
1996-97 basketball fantasy league.
Pittenturfspick was notmerely clair-
voyant; as a Tiger fan, he wanted a
hometown hero.

Track team brings impressive times, distances to NCCAA meet

Pete Bednarek

Staff Writer

Men’s and Women’s Varsity
Track teams are nearing the end of
their seasons. Cedarville College
willhostthe NCCAA National Meet
on May 3. Taylor University,
Malone College, Grace College and
Bethel College are some ofthe teams
who will be competing.

At Saturday’s meet, Cedarville
looks to improve the marks they
have posted thus far.

Men’s Track and Field Rankings
through 4/25/97:

100m:Linton Ellis (11.015s), 200m:
Ellis (22.39s), 400m: James
Persenaire (50.61s), 800m: Dave
Rea (1:55.9), 1500m: Chris Merrell
(4:08.78), 3,000m steeplechase:
Joel Peterson (10:11.00), 5,000m:
Peterson (15:33.99), 10,000m:
Steve McGillivray (32:30.08),
110m hurdles: Chris Leverette
(15.44s), 400m hurdles: Leverette
(54.54s), Long Jump: Leverette
(21°11”), Triple Jump: Pete
Bednarek (41°4”), High Jump:
Dwayne Bryan (6’6”), Discus: Dan
Hudson (153’9 1/2”), Javelin:

Hudson (174*7"), Pole Vault: Jon
McGinnis (15°00”), Hammer
Throw: Dave Swasey (136°0"),
ShotPut: Hudson (45°2"),4X800m
relay: Persenaire, Johnson, Houk,
Ruhlman (8:29.63), 4X1500m re-
lay: Merrell, Hilty, Thompson,
Peterson (17:21.80), 1600m sprint
medley: Reinhard, Jenkins,
Leverette, Margene (3:48.92),
4X400m relay: Jenkins, Hilty, Rea,
Leverette (3:25.84), 4X100m re-
lay: Reinhard, Gruhlke, Hayner,
Ellis (43.55), 4X200m relay:
Reinhard, Jenkins, Sines, Baldwin

(1:38.49)

Women’s Track and Field
Rankings through 4/25/97:
100m: Jodee Howard (13.13s),
200m: Howard (26.84s), 400m:
Howard (62.58), 800m: Christy
Taylor (2:21.36), 1500m: Becky
Jordan (4:53.64), 3,000m steeple-
chase: Becca Jenks (12:13.29),
5,000m: Julianne Pletcher
(18:16.98), 3,000m: Jordan
(10:27.94), 10,000m: Pletcher
(37:34.24), 100m hurdles: Joy
Beitler (14.82), 400m hurdles:
Beitler (64.44), Long Jump:

Kelly Ford(15°7 1/2”), Triple Jump:
Lindsey Mitchell (34’11 1/2"), High
Jump:Beider(5’5"),ShotPut:Sandy
Swales (32°10”), Discus: Swales
(113°3”), Javelin: Jodi Quint
(118°5”), Hammer Throw: Alison
Huizinga (121°2"), 1600m sprint
medley: Glessner, Reitz, Bruin, Al-
ley (4:52.75), 4X100m relay:
Mitchell, Beitler, Glessner, Howard
(51.14), 4X400m relay: Bruin, Tay-
lor, Goodbar, Beitler (4.:08.44)
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M icrowave Journalism

Jen Benson

Staff Writer

Professor of Bible Dr. Dan Estes and Assistant
Professor of Philosophy David Mills teamed up to
help students who have experienced doubt in their
Christian walks. They produced a four-part series
of classes to help answer questions and lead stu-
dents through times of doubt. The classes were
offered firstto seniors, then to the remaining under-
classmen.

The classes were scheduled for Thursdays, dur-
ing chapel, but students showed so much interest
that Estes and Mills formed another session to meet
on the same days at 4 p.m. When asked why the
classes were planned during the chapel hour, Mills
said, “It seemed to be an easy way to get everyone
in die same place at the same time.” The same
sessions will be offered again, as soon as current
classes are finished.

Estes began the firstsession by asking students to
writedowntheirpersonal causes fordoubt. Then he
divided the causes into four categories: develop-
mental, intellectual, experiential and cultural.

Estes also described a pattern that most Chris-
tians follow as they grow in Christ. The first stage
isdualism. Here, the Christian views almostevery-
thing as black and white: there is a right and wrong
forevery issue. The nextstep is multiplicity; every-
thing is gray: there are norights orwrongs. The last
step is commitment; this is being aware of the fact
thatthere are many alternatives, buta Christian can
choose one of them. Here, the Christian must ask
himselfif the reasons for making certain decisions
are sufficient to sustain his beliefs over the long-
run.

Mills taughtthe nextsession. He began by asking
the students why doubting is thought to be bad. He
then pointed out that periods ofdoubt can be useful
because they encourage people to closely examine
their beliefs.

As part of the effort to examine their doubts,
students were required to purchase and read Philip
Yancey’s book, Disappointment with God In the
third class, Estes led a discussion on the book by
dividing the class in half. One halfposed questions
to the others, who were supposed to respond as
Yancey would

The last session dealt with the effect
postmodernism and absolutes have had on Chris-
tians and today’s culture.

McFaddento D.C.

Christina Lay
Staff Writer
Cedarville junior Cindy McFadden is one of
the elite engineering students nationwide to be
selected as a WISE intern.
Washington Internship for Students of Engi-
neering (WISE), selects only fifteen students a

A

year. Seven professional engineering societies
sponsor the program to promote greater involve-
mentand interaction by the technical community
inpublic policy. The interaction is much needed:
Although much of the business of Congress
relates to technical issues, only a handful of
congressmen have engineering backgrounds.

McFadden’s WISE classmates, eight men and
seven ladies, will come from Rensselaer, Kansas
State, Oklahoma State, ArizonaState, Grambling,
Manhattan College, Florida Institute of Technol-
ogy, New Mexico State, Houston, University of
Washington, Milwaukee School ofEngineering,
and Syracuse. The program is considered to be
one of the top internships available. It is quite
competitive. Those selected will visit and work
with a large number of government agencies to
gain an appreciation of how the system works.
They will then each prepare and publish a tech-
nical paper on a public policy issue.

McFadden, from Logan, Utah, is president of
the Cedarville Society of Automotive Engineers
chapter, leadsthe Propane VVan team and isactive
in the Hayward Middle School tutoring pro-
gram, the Greene County Adult Literacy Pro-
gram, and many other campus activities.

This is the fifth consTCuTive year that Cedar-
ville has had a WISE intern.

Area SAE meet

Christina Lay

Staff Writer

National president of the Society of Automo-
tive Engineers (SAE) David Holloway was re-
cently at Cedarville College to participate in a
SAE student officer summit

SAE strongly supports student activities and
sponsors nearly 300 student chapters around the
world. The Dayton section mentors six chapters.
These six chaptersconverged on Cedarville Col-
lege to meetwith Holloway and coordinate vari-
ous area activities.

The Cedarville chapter, which is one ofthe top
five of the 300 nation-wide chapters, hosted
student leaders and advisors from the University
of Cincinnati, the University of Kentucky, Ohio
State, the University ofDayton and Wright State.
Thisannual meeting with thepresidentwasstarted
by the Cedarville chapter seven years ago and
has since become tradition. It provides an oppor-
tunity for the national leadership to review ac-
tivities of the local chapters while giving the
students a first-hand report on society programs
and opportunities.

Holloway is also a professor at the University
of Maryland. His visit was a special treat for the
Cedarville students who have gone head to head
with Holloway’s students in several competi-
tions.
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8-1 tennis team focuses

on NAIA national match

Pete Bednarek

Staff Writer

The Cedarville College
women’s tennis team, like many
other Cedarville varsity athletic
teams this year, is loaded with
youth. On this team, however,
“youth” has not been synony-
mous with “rebuilding year.”
Overlooked by many, the youth
of this team, combined with a
few experienced players, have
established an overall record of
8-1, with theironly loss to Walsh
University.

Dr. PamelaJohnson, professor
of health and physical education
and head tennis coach, is excited
about the team’s season. The
move from high school to colle-
giate competition isalwaysasig-
nificant change; tennis is no
exception. “There isalways abig
question with so many freshmen
on a team, and one can never be
sure of what to expect. But, it has
been exciting to watch the transi-
tion that the women have made,”
she said.

The team spent Spring Break
in Florida, which gave Johnson a
chance to see her players in their
firstexperienceagainstcollegiate
level competition. The women
opened the season with four
matches on the road, but since
then have come home to play
seven straight. Success has been
widely evident throughout the
season. The team’s match win/
loss record in singles play is 42-
12. But it seems the young play-
ers are not content with simply a
solid record. Johnson said, “They
bring the ‘un-coachables’ to the
court: motivation, desire, court
awareness. They are always will-
ing to work and learn.” The pres-
ence, motivation and
competitiveness in the women
make it possible to concentrate
on honing the particular mechan-
ics of the game.

Some of the most significant
victories ofthe season have been
over Wittenburg University and
Ohio Wesleyan, two NCAA Di-
vision HI schools which have
defeated Cedarville in the past.
The only loss this season was to
defending Mid-Ohio
Conference(MOC) champion
Walsh University. The Yellow

Jackets lost4-5 in a match that was
forced indoors due to bad weather.
The indoor surface was more con-
ducive to the hard-hitting style of
Walsh’s players, and in a match
that could have gone either way,
Cedarville received its only loss.
Theteam looks forward to achance
to avenge that loss at the MOC
championship, which happens to
be at Walsh.

Senior Hasmine Gmuer is play-
ing in Cedarville’snumber one slot.
Gmuer is also ranked first in the
first flight atthe MOC tournament.
“Other years Hasmine has played
number two, but she has stepped in
and performed well,” Johnson said.

Gmuer’s position is a difficult
one because she is responsible for
facing the best player from the op-
position. “She enjoys the challenge
and responds well,” Johnson said.

Four of the top six singles play-
ersfortheteam are freshmen. Fresh-
man Ginger Butler is currently
undefeated at 8-0. “Ginger is an
extremely smart player, and has
been able to consistently defeat
apparently stronger players. She
anticipates and reacts well, which
frustrates her opponents,” Johnson
said.

Butler and sophomore Jodi
du’Monceaux, make up the num-
ber one doubles team for Cedar-
ville. Gmuer and freshman Casey
Ruffin are the number two team,
followed by the sister tandem of
junior Mary Wolfe and freshman
Beth Wolfe.

Cedarville has finished second
in the conference for the past three
years, but this year’s team looks to
make the move into first. The indi-
vidual winner of the singles com-
petition and the winners of the
doubles competition get an auto-
matic bid to the NAIA National
Tournament in Tulsa. The MOC
team champion will also go to Na-
tionals. Johnson has been the di-
rector of the National Tournament
since 1989, but she has not been
joined by her full team in the past
four years. With no player cur-
rently on the squad having ever
participated in the tournament, itis
an exciting goal for the team. John-
son said, “It would be great for the
women to go this year with so many
young players, and it being a first
for others.”






