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Sportsand Leisure
Yellow Jackets host outdoor track meet as the season warms up

Christina Abbs

Staff Writer

Starting off the spring track sea-
son, Cedarville College hosted its
first outdoor track meet of the year
on March 28.

Because it was a non-scoring
meet, officials did notcalculate team
totals. The track teams hosted Mi-
ami University, Wittenberg Uni-
versity, Roberts Wesleyan, Grace
College, Morehead State,
Wilmington College, Tiffin Uni-
versity, Midway College, and
Houghten College.

Top women performers included
Becky Jordan in the 3,000 meter
run and 5,000 meter run; Jennifer
Heinrich, 400 meter hurdles; Kristen
Nichols, 400 meter hurdles; Sandy
Swales, Hammer Throw; and Lind-
say Mitchell, triple jump.

Top male performers included
Cliff.Reynold, 400 low hurdles; Joel
Peterson, 3,000 meter steeplechase;
Chris Leverette, long jump; Dan
Hudson, javelin throw; Ben Thomp-
son, 10,000 meter run; and Eddie

Nehus, 800 meter run.

The Jackets competed in this
home meet before going on the road
for the rest of the season.

Head Coach Paul Orchard said

that the meet at Miami University,
located in Oxford, Ohio, will be one
of the tougher meets, because all the
other schools are NCAA division |
schools except for Cedarville.

NCAA delivers March Madness drama

Pete Bednarek

Sports Writer

It is April, which means the
NCAA has had its madness and
crowned its champion. Unfortu-
nately, most of the so-called dedi-
cated sports fans have already
transferred their viewing allegiance
to the crack of the bat on opening
day. But before spring is truly
sprung, the basketball season de-
serves some closure.

According to one ESPN Internet
pole, a strong majority of viewers
found this tournament the best ever.
Controversy over teams not invited
to the field of 64 was minimal.
Great upsets and buzzer-beaters
spoiled many bracket predictions
every night of the first and second
rounds.

This Dance was a refreshing
change from recent years. Three of
four number one seeds did not make
the trip to San Antonio. Had
Stanford maintained their lead on
Kentucky, the championship game
would have featured 2 number-3
seed teams. As it was, the Wildcats
made ita 2 vs. 3 contest.

The games provided all thedrama
fans expect (and broadcasters thrive
on). Who can forget Valparaiso’s
exciting sprint to the Sweet 16 on
the heroics ofthe father-son tandem
of Bryce and Homer Drew? Or the
University ofRhode Island’s defeat
of Valparaiso to enter the Elite 8 or
their regrettable performance when

they relinquished a 6-point lead to
Stanford in the last 38 seconds?

The event not being complete
withouta fair share of quick fizzles,
Kansas offered itself once again as
the prime sacrifice, fueling the voice
ofthose that cry overrated about the
Big 12. It is hard to argue when the
performances of the Oklahoma and
Oklahoma State are tossed into the
mix.

The responsibility for ruining my
picks should not be shouldered
solely by Kansas. Cincinnati sput-
tered and UCLA did not exactly
meet the expectations most have
had since Toby Bailey’s freshman
year. It was no surprise that Michi-
gan was halted on a night when
Lewis Bullock was 6 for 29 from
the field.

Rick Majueras proved his coach-
ing prowess in skillfully directing
the Utes to the championship on
hard work, great defense and tough
rebounding. Utah claimed they had
only packed for one night as they
moved through one opponent after
another. Number 1seed North Caro-
lina was their final hurdle to the
championship game, and they si-
lenced the Tarheel’s marquis play-
ers throughout the game.

Kentucky looked as if they were
going to go the way of other high-
seeded teams but were able to earn
and maintain their name as the
“Comeback Cats of 98.” Finishing
the season on a 13-game win streak,

they triumphed 10 out of 12 games
this season in which they trailed at
halftime. On Monday night, they
stared at a 10-pt. deficit at intermis-
sion with Utah. They became the
firstteam to ever return from a such
a halftime differential.

The Cats seemed to have Utah's
number. Maybe it's just Rick Pitino
that does. Kentucky has slammed
the door on Utah’s tournament
dreams inthree ofthe Utes’ last four
attempts. How could Rick Pitino do
this withoutcoaching this year? Was
it not the infinite wisdom of Pitino
to red-shirt Kentucky guard Jeff
Shepherd last year because he felt
Shepherd had NBA potential? That
is the same Shepherd who tallied 41
points in 2 games in the Final Four
and was named MVP ofthe NCAA
Championship.

March was different this year—
in many ways. It renewed interest
and hopes to have teams like Utah
and Kentucky survive the process
of elimination. But before you go
filling out your brackets for next
year, considerthis: Teams like North
Carolina and Arizona do not just
disappear, and it would be a grave
oversightto think that Duke will not
strike hard withtheirarsenal of fresh-
men. For now the madness has sub-
sided, and this one will go down as
a special year for comebacks, un-
derdogs, buzzer-beaters, and great
NCAA basketball.

Orchard’s goals for the season
are winning the MOC and
NCCAA meets for both the men
and women. The men’s team is
coming off of last year’s third

place finish in both the NCCAA and
MOC. The women are trying to ac-
complish the same success as last year
in which they placed second at the
MOC meet and received a first place
finish at the NCCAA meet.

According to Orchard, he expects
key athletes on the men’s team to be
Linton Ellis in sprints, Hudson in
throwing events, and Dave Rea for
middle distances. As for the women’s
team, he expects key athletes to in-
clude Jordan and Rachelle Elder in
distance running, Mitchell inthe triple
jump and high jump, Swales in the
hammer throw, and Jodi Quint for the
javelin.

Orchard sees team strength in dis-
tance running for both men and
women, throwing events for men and
women, and sprinting events for the
men. Orchard does see some areas
thathe believes need improvement. “I
would like to see more consistency in
the performances from week to week
from all athletes,” Orchard said.

The team will travel to Wittenberg
College on Saturday, April 4.

M en dust offrackets for

opening oftennis season

Bin Doss

Staff Writer

The men’s tennis team began
their 1998 season during spring
break in Hilton Head, S. Car.

The Jackets played a close
match with Merrimack College
(MA), losing 5-4. Juniors Brian
Wilbur and Matt Taylor scored
singles and doubles wins over
Merrimack, with junior Reuben
Duncan and sophomore James
Metsger also pairing up for a
win. The Jackets then defeated
Heidelberg College (OH), 6-3.
Carl Weise, Eric McVey, Matt
Taylor, Reuben Duncan and
James Metsger posted singles
wins, while Adam Beres and Jer-
emy Frank won in doubles play.
The team recorded a win over
their final spring break opponent,
West Connecticut State Univer-
sity by forfeit. #

Coach Alan Edlund feels that
the spring break matches were a
good start for the season. Junior
Brian Wilbur added that the
spring break trip was good for
the team as a whole. “Spring
break really brought us closer as
ateam,” Wilbur said. “Both seri-
ous discussion and light-hearted
talk helped us grow in respect
and appreciation for oneanother.”

Coach Edlund expects their tough-
est conference opponent to be Walsh
University (OH), whom they will play
on April 18. Their toughest opponent
overall should be Northern Kentucky
University, whom they will play at
Cedarville on April 8.

The Jackets have chosen honor as a
rule to play by this season. “[We want
to] honor God firstand all others next,
including our opponents,” Edlund
said.
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Women’ tennis team trains in Florida forupcoming matches

non-conference opponents: Transyl-
vania University (Ken.), Thomas
More College (Ken.), and Geneva
College (Penn.). Genevaalready won
their conference this year and is
headed for the NAIA National Tour-
namentin May, where the Lady Jack-
ets hope to join them. Transylvania
University has also made many trips
to the National Tournament.

The singles line-up for the Lady
Jackets will include sophomores
Casey Ruffin, Ginger Butler, Eliza-
beth Wolfe, and Julie Gregory and
freshmen Katie Koeppen and Jen-
nifer Brayer. The doubles line-up is
uncertain for the first few weeks of
the season, but duo Butler and
Koeppen will fill the number one
spot against competitive teams.

Coach Johnson said that this year’s

Bin Doss

<OFWriter

The Lady Jackets tennis team
spent their spring break in Canton-
ment, Fla., preparing for the 1998
season.

Coach Pam Johnson calls spring
break “Tennis Camp Week.” Each
year, the team goes to Florida to get
ready for the season and bond as a
team. They play against one an-
other and start to build the roster.
“There are a lot of neat parts to the
week,” Johnson said. “Tennis is
really only a part of it.”

While in Florida each year, the
Lady Jackets minister at the First
BaptistChurch in Cantonment. This Vo ) .
year, the team attended a dinner ' '
with the senior citizens group in the ) ) ) o ) . _ _ . o
church and helped out. with the ﬁﬁPnhggrw(()Jrnee(siiansglyé;?;;fslirt]igrr?vs:]lg?otg;B)rrllgggﬁ;gﬁ.rmgtralnlng with the women's tennis team. Sheisc u rre ™ playing in the team is unique to any team she has
Wednesday evening service. Mem- coached inthe past. Three players are
bers of the church also housed the lenging schedule this season, with April 17; and Malone College, second to Walsh in the MOC for ot handed more left-handed people
players for the week. perennially-tough opponents Walsh  whom they will play on April 18. the past few years. than she hasl coached in all her years

The Lady Jackets will faceachal-  yniversity, whom they will play on  The Lady Jackets have come in  The schedule includes three new at Cedarville put together.

YeUow Jacket Scoiebaaid
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Men’s Track and Field: Rachelle Elder 3,000m 3« 10:41.6h
at Florida State Relays March 18-21 Becky Jordan 5,000m 3ri 18:40.4h
Outstanding Performances: Jill Breckenfeld 10,000m 3 42:21.1h
Ben Thompson 5,000m 8th 15:39.75 Jenifer Heidenreich 400m lowH 1» 1:08.78
Joel Peterson 3,000m steeple  5th 10:14.53 Kristen Nichols 400m lowH 3 1:11.28
Dan Hudson Discus Throw 3 £ 8 Lindsey Mitchell Triple Jump 2nd 34’ 117
Dan Hudson Shot Put 8t 438" Sandy Swales Hammer Throw 4th 138’ 1” (school record)
Jodi Quint Javelin 3 109°3”
at 5thAnnual Cedarville College Invitational (unscored)
OUtSItEadnddilengN:t(:trjzormaces. 800m 2rd 1:48.2h Women's Tennis: (10) - moc ©-0)
Ben Thompson 10,000m 1* 33:43.4h shawnee State March 28 W E-0)
Cliff Reynolds 400mH s 54:51 (m<
Joel Peterson 3,000m steeple ,1¢ 10:07.00 Men’s Baseball: (1-8) Moc (0-0)
Jon McGinnis Pole Vault 3 14'00" at Tennessee Temple (2) March 14 L,W (3-4) (6-3)
Chris Leverette Long Jump 1 218" Rhode Island College (at Bartow, FL) (1) March 17 L (3-4)
Peter Bednarek Triple Jump 3ri 42’ 6” at Webber (2) March 18 L.L (0-8) (7-14)
Dan Hudson Shot Put 3 46" 1" at Warner Southern (2) March 21 L,L (3-15) (2-21)
Dan Hudson Discus o 138'8" (t at Marietta (1) March 25 L, L (2-25)
Dan Hudson Javelin 15 167°8" at Wittenberg (1) March 27 L (3-19)
Heath Runkles Javelin 2rd 147 6~ ]
Men’s Tennis: (2-2)
Women’s Track and Field Merrimack (at Hilton Head, SC) March 19 L (4-5)
at Florida State Relays March 18-21 Heidleberg (at Hilton Head, SC) March 20 W (6-3)
Outstanding Performances: M i malM West Connecticut State March 21 W (9-0) forfeit
Sandy Swales Hammer Throw 6 130’0 (school record) S ... March 24 L (3-4)
Alison Huizinga Hammer Throw 8* 12T7” . . . 1
Jodi Quint Javelin Throw 7% 120’ 6” Women'’s Softball: (0-4)Mm0OC (0-0)
Sandy Swales Shot Put 8* 32717 at Mobile, Alabama Invitational !
Southeastern Oklahoma m March 20 L (1-5)
at 5* Annual Cedarville College Invitational (unscored) Mobile ) March 20 L (0-9)
Outstanding Performances: Houston Baptist March 21 L (0-11)
Becky Jordan 3,000m 2w 10:41.2h Southern Wesleyan March 21 L (3-5)






