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On valuing the insignificant

By Heidie (Raine) Senseman

Everything in my life has felt so intense lately.

This winter, | vowed myself in marriage (a wonderful
and sobering commitment); and | sent graduate school
applications to 11 universities (my future rests in these);
and | completed an internship to see if I'd enjoy being
a professor (spoiler: yes); and | began the process
of changing my name (very emotional, if you were
wondering); and | opened up a TD Ameritrade account
(made me feel 45); and I'm realizing that the first question
people ask me after “what's your name?” is "what are you
doing after graduation?” (answer: beats me).

With every life-altering decision and step toward
graduation and beyond, | was feeling my shoulders
tighten. When did my classes begin to feel secondary?
When did professional networking and managing
investments become my higher priorities?

Life's intensity began to detract from my love of
school. | wrote essays trying to distinguish between
wifely submission and oppression, and each English class
reminded me that my professorial dreams could die with
a rejection letter. And it all left me frantic. Nothing was
just a class anymore. It was mentorship. It was preparing
me for the future. It was critical to my personal, spiritual
and professional development.

| began to feel like every project or paper | wrote had
to carry the weight of my whole life as it unraveled into
the unknown. To pick a topic separate from my present
concerns — marriage, grad school, creative writing,
growing into a new identity — was to turn down an
opportunity to refine myself that much more. And |
couldn’t take the pressure.

So, when it came time to select the topic for my
journalism capstone course, | picked something random.

“Lake Michigan!” | chirped when asked what I'd be
reporting on.

For reference, my peers picked weighty topics: the
ethics of environmental marketing, human trafficking in
Ohio, the journey of a first-time head coach. And | chose
Lake Michigan.

| don't know how | conjured up that idea, but | latched
on to it. | loved how uncharged and different it was from
all the concerns floating around my mind. | loved the
idea of studying something to discover what it was, not
how it could contribute to my ongoing mental puzzle of
becoming the best Christian-wife-essayist-student in the
Western world.

My first story on Lake Michigan is about how the lake
symbolized resilience to Chicago after the great fire of
1871. My second story will be about zebra mussels —
an invasive species that has ravaged the lake’s natural
wildlife. For my third story, | want to interview a vocational
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fisherman.

Some may say I'm wasting an opportunity to write
about something big, something important, but | heartily
disagree. Here's a few reasons why:

If we only ever study the things that seem significant,
we'll miss a whole lot of magic that's only uncovered with
curiosity, a face in a book and quality questions.

Learning about the way Lake Michigan swallowed
Chicago’s rubble and woe after the fire, the way that
Shedd aquarium educates the community about native
species, the way that fishermen imagine the lake is an
ocean — these pieces of information are soaked in
wonder whether or not | can directly apply them to my
life circumstance.

All the “big, important” topics that I've been writing
about are choking me like mustard gas — not because
they're bad, but because they're so important that I'm
preoccupied with and, | confess, sometimes crippled by
the moral, personal implications of the matter.

And so, hear this charge: not everything has to be of
eternal significance. Read the book on Lake Michigan or
French botany or Ireland’s noteworthy stews. Maybe you'll
find some rest. Maybe you'll find some awe. Hopefully
both.

Heidie (Raine) Senseman
Heidie (Raine) Senseman is a senior English major with a
concentration in creative and journalistic writing. When she

isn't doing lit theory homework, she likes drinking La Croix and
reading Brian Doyle essays.
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Meet Denise Leslie: Cedarville University's
‘resident grandma’

By Avonlea Brown

The food-service workers on campus
are familiar, but often overlooked,
faces. Many of them are fellow
students and others are staff who
have spent enough time at Cedarville
University to call it a second home.
One of those familiar faces is Denise
Leslie, or as most of the student body
has come to know her, the Stinger’s
Lady.

Though they may not remember
her by name, any regular customer
of Stinger's can recall interacting
with a smiling older woman in a grey
t-shirt with short, white hair tucked
under a black baseball cap. Leslie may
not stand out to every student on
campus, but her personality impacts
those around her and makes her
memorable.

Unlike many of the campus faculty
and staff, Leslie is not a Cedarville
alumnus. She grew up in the town of
Cedarville and attended the local high
school, but chose to begin working
rather than pursue higher education.

Leslie got married shortly after
she graduated and moved with her
husband to Jamestown, which is

Denise Leslie recommends Stingers to students
of Cedarville University.
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the farthest she ever went from
Cedarville. She took a pause from
work to be a stay-at-home mom to
two kids, who now have kids of their
own. After watching her children
grow up and leave home, Leslie
worked a couple of retail jobs before
retiring.

Two and a half years ago, Leslie
got a call from an old high school
friend about the opening at Cedarville
University. Even though she was
skeptical about her chances of
success, Leslie applied because of her
passion for service and her desire to
contribute to others' lives.

‘| didn't think they were going to
hire me because | was so old, past the
age of retirement,” Leslie said. “But
| got a call a little after the interview
that said | had the job and here | am.”

Once she settled in, Leslie
developed relationships and
establishing herself as someone the
student body could feel comfortable
with. She wanted her young
customers to feel at ease when they
approach her at the register.

‘I don't want to pry into students’
lives, but getting to know them is
great,” Leslie said. "And to be friendly
to them and give them someone to
talk to if they need it. They might feel
like they can talk to us when they
don't want to talk to another student.”

While this is the case for some
students, others are just happy to see
a smiling face.

“I'love that she is so personal,”
said Emily Cone, a sophomore
Professional Writing and Information
Design major. “Every time | go to
order she asks me what | have
planned for the weekend and I think
that's so nice.”

Part of what makes Leslie stand
out to her students is her seemingly
unending joyfulness.

“I go to Stinger's often when they
are first opening in the morning and
| always see her when they open
the gate to the register,” said Ellie

Norman, a sophomore Marketing
major. “She is always smiling and says
something nice to me, and | think
‘Wow, she could choose to be really
grumpy this early in the morning, but
sheisn't.”

‘| have ki 5 who are your
parents’ ages. So I'm
basically grandmother
to: ofyou”

— Denise Leslie

Leslie also has the ability to
remember the faces and names of
her regular student customers. Even
if she doesn't recognize the student,
they still receive a "Howdy Ma'am”
or "What can | do for ya, Sir" upon
approaching to order. Her favorite
pastime is “giving the students a hard
time,” joking around with anyone that
will play along.

Outside of her job, Leslie makes
every effort to support the student
body by attending campus events.

‘| can't possibly learn every
student's name,” Leslie said. "But |
try to find out if they are in a sport,
theater group, or other activity on
campus. | go to the sports games
and theater productions and try to
support them in that way.”

She can often be seen in the
bleachers during a basketball game
or hidden in one of the rows of the
Devries Theatre. Without her black
cap, Leslie is nearly indistinguishable
from the dozens of supportive
grandparents and family members
who attend such events.

“I have kids who are your parents’
ages,” Leslie said. “So I'm basically a
grandmother to all of you.”

Leslie is not only loved by her
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Coach Matt Richter and the Jackets march
together to a fresh start in 2023

By Jonathan Snyder

Spring brings the promise of new
beginnings. Familiar rhythms resound
throughout Yellow Jacket Field.
Crack. Pop. Whoosh. Crunch. All
these sounds signal the start of
something new. Winter’s white and
gray dullness gives way to spring’s
vibrant greens and browns. It is a time
when anything feels possible.

While Cedarville’s baseball team
retains eight seniors, significant
changes abound behind the scenes.
Head coach Matt Richter takes the
reins, replacing previous coach Mike
Manes. Richter comes into the team
with 20 years of assistant coaching
experience between California and
Ohio, but only one year as a high
school head coach. Coaching at
Cedarville is Richter’s first experience
as a head coach at the collegiate
level.

“We just assumed Manes was going
to be back,” said Alan Perry, a senior
infielder. "And then after our last
game, he told us, and it was a shock
to everyone.”

Throughout the summer, the Yellow
Jackets had early conversations with
Richter about his expectations for
the squad. In mid-June, the team
and Richter talked on a zoom call for
about 30 minutes. Throughout the
call, the team saw Richter’s passion

for growing the Yellow Jackets as
people and as baseball players.

“He told us he's not a ‘rah rah” guy,
but we could tell straight from the
first call that he's passionate about
baseball,” Perry said.

Through the fall, the team started to

acclimate to Richter’'s coaching style.
Over time, Richter felt that the team
got comfortable with his personality.

“| would say the guys were probably
a little timid in the fall. Not timid
in terms of the effort they gave,
but timid in terms of showing their
personality around me,” Richter said.

Throughout the preseason, the
Jackets focused on returning to the
game’s simpler parts. Defensive work,
bunting practice and running speed
are all critical points of emphasis for
Richter.

“Ultimately, that's what he wants
us to do, make the game as easy as
possible,” Perry said.

Richter is also open with his team,
constantly looking to bond with them
and help the team grow. Jensen
Wagoner, a freshman pitcher, met
with Richter early in the fall and he
helped Wagoner acclimate to life as a
student-athlete.

‘| settled into the team about three
weeks into the school year,” Wagoner
said. "Coach Richter helped a lot with
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Coach Matt Richter on the field.

that, just texting me, and | would
stop in and have conversations about
classes.”

Optimism spread throughout the
roster as the season began at Lincoln
Memorial University on February 3rd.
The Jackets sprinted to a 4-0 lead in
the first four innings.

Then it started to fall apart. The
Jackets gave up seven runs in the 4th
inning. The runs piled up inning after
inning. Four, then six, then eight.

“Is that the worst head coaching
debut in the history of college
baseball?” Richter wondered to
himself. The scoreboard conveyed a
horrific sight. 25-5.

That kind of loss could have easily
led to distrust amongst the team.
How could Richter open a new era of
baseball like that?

“We have to find a way to build
from this,” Perry said, reacting to the
loss. “Yeah, last week happened. Now
we have to find a way to adjust.”

The next series against Saginaw
Valley State shook off any early
season jitters, with the Jackets
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