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“The Protestant Reformation 
had a profound impact on 

the musical world; it 
changed the way music was 

used in the church, how 
music was used in the 
reformers’ respective 
countries, and how it 

influenced later composers 
such as Bach.”



Music in the Reformers’ Churches

Music in the Reformers’ Countries

Luther’s influence on Bach



His Own Love of  Music 

Psalms 

Secular Songs

MARTIN LUTHER 

♫ Music in the Churches ♫



Music as a Hindrance

Psalms

The Vernacular

Unison Singing

Instruments 

JOHN CALVIN 

♫ Music in the Churches ♫



Silent Worship

Abolishment

HULDRYCH ZWINGLI

♫ Music in the Churches ♫



Henry VIII: Split with the 
Catholics

Elizabeth: “Spirit of  Geneva”

ANGLICAN
♫ Music in the Churches ♫



Library 

Scriptural Emphasis 

Theological Similarities

Chorale 

LUTHER’S INFLUENCE 
ON BACH



Zurich 

Geneva

SWITZERLAND

♫ Music in the Countries ♫



The Lieder and the Lower Class 

Education

GERMANY

♫ Music in the Countries ♫
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